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The Ascension of the Lord — May 16, 2021 

Come to celebrate great days for the Church and our parish. Know that you are welcome to the di-

aconate ordination of Paul Gardner on Monday, May 24th at 3:00 p.m. CDT at the Cathedral of the 

Holy Spirit in Bismarck. On Tuesday, May 25th, at 10:30 a.m., please join in a Mass of Thanksgiving at 

Saint Mary’s in New England. At this Holy Mass, then Deacon Paul will preach a homily and assist at the altar. If I 

hear one comment like “Boy, that Deacon Paul gives much shorter homilies than that windbag Fr. Gary”, there will 

be no cake for you at the reception that day! Continue to pray for Paul Gardner; may God form him into a holy dea-

con and one day, a holy priest.  

“So, then the Lord Jesus, after He spoke to them, was taken up to heaven and took His seat at the right 

hand of God.”  If you listen carefully to the culture of death advocates in our society, they buy into the 

ancient heresies that the body is of no value. The unborn baby: a mere mass of tissue; the handicapped 

and the elderly: a drain on government budgets; and the chronically and terminally ill: souls trapped by 

the body, waiting to be “set free” (by euthanasia). In their opinion, the body is of little worth; it’s the “spirit” that 

defines us. Not so for faithful and orthodox Christians. When Jesus Christ, the Eternal Word, came into this world, He 

chose to do so in a human body and when He left this world, He took His body with Him back to heaven in the As-

cension. The human body has therefore acquired a great dignity and honor that must always be defended, even 

when the body is weak and vulnerable, as was Jesus’ body on the Cross. Ascension Sunday is therefore a pro-life cel-

ebration: every human body, a reflection of Jesus’ sacred body, is holy and deserves our respect. Please make this 

message known and fight the heresies of old which continue to plague our world today. The body, in every state, is 

sacred . . . end of discussion heretics!  

Insights into Ecclesiology.  As Catholics, we always approach Jesus Christ through the Church. Saint Paul, in his epis-

tles to the Colossians and the Ephesians, reminded Christians that Jesus Christ is the head of the body, the Church. 

Therefore, it stands to reason that you can’t have one without the other; a head without a body and vice versa is an 

entity that could not exist! Jesus Christ without the Church is a fallacy. We need the Church in our spiritual pilgrim-

age to heaven. Yet, aspects of ecclesiology, the study of the Church and her role in salvation, can at times be rather 

confusing. Over the course of the next few weeks, we will address some of these ecclesiological matters, so that we 

can understand more clearly the role of the Church in the salvation of man.  

Is there salvation outside of the Church?  As a seminarian, I had a summer assignment as an assistant to the chap-

lain in a Catholic nursing home. I was visiting an elderly Catholic woman who grew up near some of my Benz rela-

tives (most of them Lutheran) near Killdeer. She had fond memories of them . . . how their families got along so well. 

But then she added, “Too bad they weren’t Catholic and could not get to heaven.” I assured her that non-Catholics 

could get to heaven and she seemed surprised, shocked really. She probably thought to herself that I was a student 

at one of those liberal Catholic seminaries! But the idea that there is no salvation outside of the Church was likely 

something she heard in homilies and catechism classes throughout her formative years in the Faith. Was the Church 

now changing doctrines on her? Well, not really. The Church fathers at the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965) did 

not depart from Tradition, but gave a fuller understanding of the Church’s role in the salvation of man.           

 The axiom, “Outside of the Church there is no salvation”, is notably associated with Saint Cyprian (d.258), 

bishop of Carthage in North Africa. He applied this to schismatic Christians, the Montanists, who refused to submit 

to the authority of their bishops. In response to their defiance, Saint Cyprian wrote, “Whoever breaks with the 

Church cuts himself off from the promise of salvation made to the Church . . . he has lost life and soul.” (continued on pg 3) 



MASS & ADORATION SCHEDULE                   
Monday, May 17th 
7:30 AM SM—Communion Service 
Tuesday, May 18th 
7:30 AM SM—+Parents & +Grandparents of  
     George & Patty Ehlis 
6:00 PM SE—Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
7:00PM SE—+Deceased members of KC Council #5477 
Wednesday, May 19th 
7:00 PM SM—Rosary, Mother of Perpetual Help Devotions 
 +Asher Sorrels & surviving family by Dave Hernandez 
Thursday, May 20th                                                                        
7:30 AM SM—+Ruth Buzalsky by Gilbert Buzalsky 
Friday, May 21st 
7:30 AM SM—SM School Foundation 
12:00—3:00 PM SM—Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Saturday, May 22nd 
8:30 AM SM—Communion Service 
5:00 PM SM—+Kenneth Stagl by Martina Stagl 
Sunday, May 23rd                 
8:30 AM SE—Pro Populo 
10:30 AM SM—2021 Graduates 

 
*Confessions offered 15 minutes before each daily Mass 
and 30 minutes before Saturday vigil Mass at St. Mary’s. 
 

Please Keep in Your Prayers:   Kent Candrian, Dan Mollman, Fr. Jason 
Lefor, Rod Crane, Katy Kautzman, Bob Barnes, Bart Rohan, Cooper Craig, 
Juanita Koppinger, Lea Madler, Derek Benz, Kevin Schaefer, Gene Wert, The-
resa Tarpo, Todd Leach, JoAnn Urlacher, Brad Novak, Josie Steier, Katie 
Stolz, Bonnie Benz, Nate Hernandez, Andy Prokop, Duane Grundhauser, Ar-
lene Rohr, Elven Kaufman, Suzette Printz, Linda Reisenauer, Cindy Martin, 
Howard Schiwal, Yvonne Fettig, Kim Kuhn, Bonnie (Krebs) Dick, Dorothy Kohl 
 
Assisted Living and Nursing Home Residents:  Theresa Decker, Marilyn 
Wert, Gilbert Buzalsky, Mary Hanson, Joe & Aggie Wandler, Charlotte Krebs, 
Harvey Herberholz, Sylvia Koppinger, Leona Gordon, Donnella Koppinger, 
Willie Emmil, Frances Heick         
 
Our Deceased Loved Ones:   +Florence Frank, +Willard Beaudoin, +Marilyn 
Jeske, +Marvin Wert, +Archie Jalbert, +Frank Kilwein, +Emma Magelky, 
+Loretta Jung, + Kathy Kaufman, +Leona Roll, +Ruth Buzalsky, +Jim Schnei-
der, +Eugene Heidt, +Richard Jambor, +Chuck Brusich, +Joan Binstock, 
+Kevin Jacobs, +Betty Biel, +Wenzel Roller, +Shawn Flaherty, +Duane Dobitz, 
+Dan Frank, +Cecelia Jung 

  Saint Elizabeth’s Liturgical Ministers May 23rd 

 Sunday 8:30 AM 

Lector                                                 

Mass Server                        

Ushers  

Eucharistic Ministers           

Gifts                                    

Greeters                             

Collection Report St. Elizabeth’s  May 9th, 2021 

Adult   Youth   

$               570.00              Envelopes                       $     0.00 

$               100.00              Loose Plate                          

$               670.00            Total                                  God’s Share—$1850.00 

$              1676.00             Monthly Total                     

St. Mary’s Liturgical Ministers May 22nd & 23rd 

MINISTRY Saturday 5:00 Sunday 10:30 

Lector Diane B. Jon W. 

Altar server Zack J. Brock E. 

Rosary Leader Jim K. Mike M. 

   

   

   

   

Collection Report St. Mary’s May 8th & 9th, 2021 

 Adult                                                                       Youth 

$                2234.00 Envelopes                    $10.00 

$                    40.21 Loose Plate             

$                2284.21 Total                       

$                6711.21 Monthly Total         God’s Share Appeal—$7335.00 

Marriage:  Contact Pastor at least nine months prior to your antici-

pated wedding date. 

Baptism:  Pre-Baptism preparation session required. 

Anointing of the Sick:  By request. 

Saint Elizabeth parish invites you to a going away party 
for Father Gary on Tuesday, June 15th.  The evening will 
begin with Mass at 6:00PM with a party to follow.  More 
details to come.  Mark your calendars! 

God’s Share Appeal 

Saint Mary’s 39% participation with giving of 

$15,318.00. (54.5% of goal) 

Saint Elizabeth’s total giving of $3545.00.  

(43.4% of goal) 

 

On the lighter side 

Vegetarian: Ancient word for a bad hunter.  

 

Saint Elizabeth parish council:  Tuesday, May 18th fol-

lowing Mass 

Saint Mary’s parish council:  Wednesday, May 19th fol-

lowing Mass 



In time, his teaching came to be applied not only to schismatics, but to all people who were not bap-

tized members (of good standing) within the visible Roman Catholic Church. Saint Augustine went so far 

as to teach that there was no hope of salvation for heretics, schismatics, Jews, and those who never 

heard of the Gospel, even unbaptized infants. The Church maintained this Augustinian approach to sal-

vation for those outside of the Church well into the 1400’s. Underlying this teaching was the assump-

tion that the Gospel had been preached to all the nations (peoples) and anyone who rejected it could not be saved; they 

had only their intransigence to blame. But then something amazing came upon the scene: the discovery of new lands and 

new peoples in the 15th and 16th centuries. The assumption that the Gospel had been universally proclaimed was soon 

discarded and the axiom “Outside of the Church there is no salvation” underwent significant development.   

 It was evident that people in these newly discovered lands had lived and died without ever having known Jesus 

Christ. So, rather than relegate them to the eternal fires of hell, Catholic theologians believed that because of God’s will 

that all be saved (I Timothy 2:4), these newly discovered peoples were able to be saved. The Spanish Dominican theologi-

an, Domingo Soto OP, argued that if these people had abided by the natural law (essentially, do good and avoid evil), 

they would have received the light of grace by which they could have made an act of faith in God, even if they did not 

know the fullness of the Triune God. This implicit faith in the Blessed Trinity would have made them a member of the 

Church by desire and thus by cooperating with God’s grace (offered through the Church) they could achieve eternal salva-

tion. In time, it was believed that Protestants as well could achieve this same gift of salvation. Granted, the Church con-

tinued to teach the necessity of the Church for salvation, but the exact nature of the Church’s role in salvation and the 

relation of the individual to the Church became more fully understood, especially with the documents of the Second Vati-

can Council.               

 In the Dogmatic Constitution on the Church (Lumen Gentium), the council fathers reiterated the Church’s Tradi-

tion that God wills that all people be saved, through His Church. In the words of this document, “Hence, they could not be 

saved who, knowing that the Catholic Church was founded as necessary by God through Christ, would refuse either to 

enter it or to remain in it” (Lumen Gentium, 14). The council fathers also taught that all of the graces of salvation come 

through the Church and affirmed that these graces are available to all people, not only to those who are incorporated 

into the Church by the bonds of faith, the Sacraments, ecclesial governance, and communion.    

 With regards to Protestants, the Council taught that they are not merely members of the Church by desire, but 

they are members of the Church (though not fully incorporated) through faith and Baptism in Christ’s name. Thus, as 

members of the Church (though partially), they share in the mystery of salvation and can be saved. But the primary rea-

son that they are saved is that all graces for salvation are mediated by the Catholic Church, the sign and instrument of 

God’s salvation. Especially at the Holy Mass, in the Eucharistic Prayers, the Church prays diligently for the salvation of all 

peoples. Because the Church is praying for them, pleading for their salvation, they can be saved. Our faithful prayers in 

the Holy Mass bring the graces of salvation to countless non-Catholics. Yet another reason not to miss Mass on Sundays! 

Indeed, outside of the Church, or one may say apart from the Church, there is no salvation. This doctrine has not been 

modified, but clarified.             

 The Church has not broken with Tradition on the matter of “Outside of the Church, there is no salvation”. The 

doctrine has not changed, but has developed in our understanding of it. Like many other Catholic dogmas and doctrines, 

this doctrine concerning salvation has become clearer after centuries of theological reflection, a reflection which contin-

ues today. Some may wonder why we should bother bringing people into full communion with the Church if all can be 

saved. Because salvation is more assured with the graces the Church offers, especially with the Sacraments. The Church 

offers a more direct path to the glory of heaven, so in charity, we want all people to follow this path. Indeed, until the 

end of time, the Church continues to exercise God’s great love for men.  

A point to ponder:  We ought to treat our elderly as if we expect to become one of them.  



New England                                                           Mott   

579-4887                                                       824-3149 

525 Main St                                                                120 Brown Ave 

DAN’S               

BODY SHOP 

701-227-8688             

DICKINSON, ND  

Specializing in                    

Collision Repair 

Located In the           

St. Mary’s               

Parish Center 

701.579.5437                           

Kari Wandler-Co-Director   

Callie Streeter—Co-Director 

Located in the Lower 

Level of the St. Mary’s 

Parish Center           

Hours 10:00-4:00      
For more information       

contact Vivian 206-0129     

BRAD GREFF                                   

308 Brown Ave                                      

Mott, ND 54656                                        

701-824-3318   brad.greff@fumic.com 

Jason Dorner                    

701-290-8102 

 

 

Sponsorships are still available. 


