
Catholic Community of SAINT BERNARD & SAINT MARY AKRON, OHIO

ST. BERNARD
MASS INTENTIONS

Sunday, February 23
 10:00 All Souls
 12:00 All Souls
 8:00 +Andrew &
   Teresa Misbrener

Monday, February 24
 12:10 +Sara Mendez

Tuesday, February 25
 12:10  The People of
   St. Bernard &
   St. Mary Parish

Wednesday, February 26
 12:10  Intentions of 
   Minela Gomes

Thursday, February 27
 12:10  +Jack Haag

Friday, February 28
 12:10 +Barbara Barnes

Saturday, February 29
 4:30 +Helen Bailey

Sunday, March 1
 10:00  All Souls
 12:00 The Doris Nunley
   Family
 8:00  All Souls

SUNDAY OFFERING
 St. Bernard St. Mary 
February 16th $5,645.00 $753.00

SHE WANTS A PDF WITHOUT COVER AND ADS, EACH WEEK, 
PROOF AND WHEN THE BULLETIN IS FINISHED.

ST. MARY
MASS INTENTIONS

Sunday, February 23
 9:00  Intention of Debbie
   & Greg Friedl

Wednesday, February 26
 8:45 School Mass

Sunday, March 1
 9:00 +Karen Ohlin

Lenten Fast For Peace
The Wilderness Group is coordinating a fast for peace during Lent 
and through Good Friday. Each day (excluding Sundays), someone 
volunteers to fast and reflect upon the topic of peace. Not just 
wistfully on the macro level, but looking inside our hearts to make 
living peace a daily experience. We will be praying with that person 
or family and contemplating how we can meet the challenge Christ 
has given us.
  The method of fasting is personal and can range from the 
traditional Catholic method to abstaining from solid food for 24 
hours. What is most important is your focus and developing a 
mindset for peace. If you are interested, please contact Brian 
Williams at bjpwlegal@gmail.com. A calendar will be kept so that 
there is coverage for each day of Lent.

Disciples for the Dying
The next First Friday Mass will be at St. Bernard, March 6 at 12:10 
p.m. The schedule is as follows: St. Vincent, on April 3 at 6:28 a.m. 
and St. Sebastian, May 1 at 8:00 a.m.

Monday, March 9
7:00 p.m. – Socializing

7:30 p.m. – Program Begins
VOSH, 1414 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, LAKEWOOD 

Fellowship, Food, & Fabulous 
Discussion for Adults 40 & Over

William Toler, Director of Liturgy and Adult Faith, St. Raphael’s 
Parish presents – “Defending our Faith: Finding the right words 
to explain our Beliefs.”

$15.00 per person – register in advance
Includes heavy appetizers and cash bar

www.theologyontherocks.wixsite.com/west



THE SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME FEBRUARY 23, 2020

PRAYER INTENTIONS
Delores Abbott, Cora 

Christoff, Pam Daer, Jeanne 
Dorka, Rosalia Duran, Terry 

Fercana, Olinda Frazier, 
Bob & Lee Freund, Ada 

Gelpi, Jorge Gomes, Patrick 
Grismer, David Kaminsky, 

Jamie Kapes, Bud Lundstrom, 
Brian Madia, John Madia, 
Marilyn Maximovich, Mary 

Ann May, Ann Miller, Helen 
Oreskovich, Clara Jean 

Piscazzi, John Rienzi, Odalis 
Rodriquez, Joey Rundo, 

Heleyne Stephanie, Marcia 
Stuczynski, Charlotte & Tilman 

Thurman, Dave Wojcik

Names will be left on the 
prayer list for 90 days unless 

an additional 90-day period or 
cancellation is requested.

WEEKLY MASS READINGS
Monday:
Jas 3:13-18; Mk 9:14-29; 
Ps 19:8-10, 15
Tuesday:
Jas 4:1-10; Mk 9:30-37;
Ps 55:7-11, 23
Wednesday:
Jl 2:12-18; 2 Cor 5:20–6:2;
Mt 6:1-6, 16-18;
Ps 51:3-6, 12-14, 17
Thursday:
Dt 30:15-20; Lk 9:22-25;
Ps 1:1-4,6
Friday:
Is 58:1-9; Mt 9:14-15;
Ps 51:3-6, 18-19
Saturday:
Is 58:9-14; Lk 5:27-32;
Ps 86:1-6
Sunday:
Gn 2:7-9, 3:1-7; Rom 5:12-19; 
Mt 4:1-11; Ps 51:3-6, 12-14, 17

St. Bernard/St. Mary parishes are planning a once-a-month 
movie night. Free to attend, bring snacks to share and your own 
drink. Movie Night for February is “Entertaining Angels: The 
Dorothy Day Story (1996)” This movie is one hour 50 minutes 
long. Please join us Friday, February 28th at 7:00 p.m. in the St. 
Bernard social hall.

The Institute of Catholic Studies at John Carroll University 
invites you to hear the lecture “Faithful Citizenship: What 
Would Augustine Say?” given by Rev. James T. Bretzke, S.J., 
S.T.D, Professor of Theology, John Carroll University. This 
lecture will be held on Thursday, March 19, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. 
in the LSC Conference Room of the D.J. Lombardo Student 
Center at John Carroll University. This lecture is free and open 
to the public.

World renown speaker and Catholic theologian Dr. Scott 
Hahn will be offering a men's conference on March 7, 2020, 
at the Basilica of St. Mary of the Assumption in Marietta, 
OH. The conference theme will be “Rise Up O Men of God: 
Rediscovering the Joy of the Gospel.” The day will include 
prayer, Reconciliation, several talks, and Mass. For registration 
and more information, visit: https://stpaulcenter.com/
steubenville-conference.

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE, LADIES!
April 4! Women's Lenten Retreat at St. Mary's! Walk the Passion 
with Mary! 8:00 a.m. until noon! More information to come!

ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2020
 8:45 a.m. St. Mary – Mass and Ashes with 
   the School Community

 9:30 a.m. St. Bernard – Liturgy of the Word and Ashes

 12:10 p.m. St. Bernard – Mass and Ashes

 5:30 p.m. Taber Student Union Ballroom – 
   Mass and Ashes

 8:00 p.m. St. Bernard – Español Liturgy of the Word 
   and Ashes: All Welcome.



Catholic Community of SAINT BERNARD & SAINT MARY AKRON, OHIO

PASTOR’S NOTE
Dear Parishioners,

In Lent, the baptized are called to renew their baptismal commitment as others prepare to be baptized through 
the “Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, a period of learning and discernment for individuals who have declared 
their desire to become Catholics. We are asked to devote ourselves to seeking the Lord in prayer and reading 
Scripture, to service by giving alms and to practice self-control through fasting. Many know of the tradition of 
abstaining from meat on Fridays during Lent, but we are also called to practice self-discipline and fast in other 
ways throughout the season. Fasting can also be a powerful means of offering intercession, for example, for 
others who are suffering or enduring difficulty, such as Christians persecuted for their beliefs, individuals suffering 
from illness or challenge or people searching for greater meaning and healing in their lives. Because of this, we 
have opportunities to fast together for peace, (see announcement in this bulletin) to give alms to the Embrace 
Clinic, and the extra times of sacraments and prayer. I want to leave you today with three of my favorite prayers 
that might help you this Lent, and I hope and pray that the end of this Lent finds you more holy, that is, more 
unified to the will and persons of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit! – Father Chris

Anima Christi
Soul of Christ, sanctify me. Body of Christ, save me. Blood of Christ, inebriate me.
Water from Christ’s side, wash me. Passion of Christ, strengthen me. 
O good Jesus, hear me. Within Thy wounds hide me.
Suffer me not to be separated from Thee.
From the malicious enemy defend me.
In the hour of my death call me. And bid me come unto Thee. 
That I may praise Thee with Thy saints and with Thy angels
Forever and ever. Amen.

Morning Offering
O Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, I offer You my prayers, works, joys and sufferings of this day for all 
the intentions of Your Sacred Heart, in union with the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass throughout the world, in reparation 
for my sins, for the intentions of all our associates, and in particular for the intentions of our Holy Father for this month.

Prayer of St. Francis
Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

AVISOS PARA LA COMUNIDAD
CAPACITAR FAMILIAS – Programa para las familias de nuestra comunidad, nos enseña a como meditar, como 
relajarse mediante el uso de técnicas de ejercicios. Información valiosa que se puede utilizar para cuando se está 
pasando por tiempos difíciles en el hogar. Enseñamos diferentes tipos de manualidades, recetas caseras, etc. 
La próxima reunión será el 29 de febrero de 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. En el Salón Histórico de San Bernardo. Más 
Información hable con Nancy 330-322-4452.
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ST. MARY’S NEWS
Third and Fourth grades are very busy this month. Fourth grade planned and celebrated a President’s Day Prayer 
service during which we spoke the words of several of our Presidents as well as sang a song naming all 45 of 
them! We were honored to have as a guest Bishop Parker who spoke so meaningfully to all of the students. 
We are currently reading a novel about the American Revolution in anticipation of a field trip to Revolutionary 
War days at Archbishop Hoban High School in the spring. Third grade is working hard preparing for the Ash 
Wednesday Mass where they will be reading and leading us in song. Also, they are looking forward to having a 
dentist visit the classroom to teach about oral and dental health.

© 2020 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Written by Edrianne Ezell. Illustrated by Boris Stoilov. 
Scripture quotations are from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, CCD. Permission to publish granted 
by the Archdiocese of Chicago, on July 12, 2019.

This Week at Home
Monday, February 24
Prayer
Jesus rebukes his disciples for not having enough faith to cast 
out a demon. Our prayer might also feel weak and ineffec-
tual. Lent is a time to persist when we feel like failures at 
prayer. Lent may also be a time for us to learn new ways of 
praying and being with God. St. James urges us to be humble 
and patient. God wants to fill us with holy gifts. How will 
you enrich your prayer life this Lent? Today’s Readings: 
James 3:13–18; Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 15; Mark 9:14–29.

Tuesday, February 25
Almsgiving
St. James describes an alarming situation in which members 
of the community are so caught up in the things of this world 
that they neglect God and cause division. Jesus’ disciples, 
in turn, betray their preoccupation with status. When we gen-
erously donate our money and time, we begin freeing 
ourselves from an attachment to worldly things. We also 
remind ourselves that such things are impermanent. All that 
we will have in the end is God—or nothing at all. What 
charity will you offer this Lent? Today’s Readings: James 
4:1–10; Psalm 55:7–8, 9–10a, 10b–11a, 23; Mark 9:30–37.

Wednesday, February 26
Fasting
In a culture that extols immediate gratification, the ancient 
practices of fasting and abstinence seem strange and point-
less. When undertaken with prayer, however, they become 
deeply meaningful. When we fast and abstain from meat, we 
deepen our awareness of our mortality. We express our spir-
itual hunger for God. We distinguish wants from needs. We 
join our small sacrifices to Christ’s great one. Fasting and 
abstaining also joins us with others the world over who ask 
God to cleanse their sinful hearts. Today’s Readings: Joel 
2:12–18; Psalm 51:3–4, 5–6ab, 12–13, 14 and 17; 2 
Corinthians 5:20—6:2; Matthew 6:1–6, 16–18.

Thursday, February 27
A Better Life
As the Israelites prepare to enter the Promised Land, Moses 
reminds them of all that God has done and all that God 
asks of them. If they obey God, God will bless them and 
they will thrive in their new homeland. Jesus calls us to 
follow him in self-giving love. It’s hard for us to obey. We 
persevere in faith, hoping that our new way of living will 
lead to the future we truly want. Reflect on how your Lenten 
promises will bring you closer to God. Today’s Readings: 
Deuteronomy 30:15–20; Psalm 1:1–2, 3, 4 and 6; Luke 
9:22–25.

Friday, February 28
Beyond Fasting
God’s people complain that despite their fasting and ritual 
practices God does not do their bidding. The prophet replies 
that they are concerned about themselves and not the well-
being of others. When people ask Jesus why his disciples do 
not fast, he points out that God has come to his people, so 
they should celebrate. One group fasts for selfish reasons 
while the other fasts but fails to see God’s coming. How can 
your practice of fasting and abstinence help you better see 
both God and the needs of others? Today’s Readings: Isaiah 
58:1–9a; Psalm 51:3–4, 5–6ab, 18–19; Matthew 9:14–15.

Saturday, February 29
Feasting with the Lord
It’s not easy to turn from our interests to follow the Lord, yet 
Isaiah continues to urge us to act with justice and compas-
sion. When Jesus calls Levi to embrace the demands of dis-
cipleship, Levi promptly obeys. The new disciple even throws 
a party. Levi understands that despite the challenge, disciple-
ship brings us into the presence of our Lord. Choose a 
moment from your day and celebrate how God is with you. 
Today’s Readings: Isaiah 58:9b–14; Psalm 86:1–2, 3–4, 
5–6; Luke 5:27–32.




