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Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was 

it known that anyone who fled to your protection, 
implored your help, or sought your intercession, was left 

unaided.  Inspired by this confidence, we fly to you, O 
virgin of virgins, our Mother.  To you do we come, before 

you we stand, sinful and sorrowful.  O Mother 
 of the Word Incarnate, despise not our petitions, 

 but in your mercy, hear and answer us.  
 (attributed to St. Bernard of Clairvaux)  

www.stbernardakron.org 
 Phone:  330-253-5161    

 

A Word from Father Chris 
“This is it kids; don’t get scared now. Yo Adrian! We did it! They’ll never take our freedom! On Wednesdays, we wear 
pink.” 
 

These are just a few of the motivational speech lines that popular movies have offered 
us, and for some reason they motivate us as we watch them, hear them and repeat 
them ourselves to strive for something higher. As we begin this Lent, what can I 
possibly tell you to get you fired up and strive for something higher? 
 

I want you to take this season seriously and with vigor! Use this as a time to rid yourself 
of temptation and evil through prayer, fasting and almsgiving! Use it as a time to make 
time commitments to the presence of God of your life. We certainly will have many 
moments for such things in our Stations of The Cross, Adoration and Confession 
times, March 1st Eucharistic Revival talk and regular Masses. As well, there are many 

opportunities around our diocese, and even our County of Summit, to make a moment of retreat or attend some 
special presentation of how to surrender more of God which the bulletins of neighboring parishes will share.  
 

I hope and pray this is a blessed time for you, and that somehow, in some way, you arrive at this Easter with 
greater spiritual clarity and stronger fellowship with the Lord Jesus. This Wednesday, we wear ashes! May they 
remind us all of the spiritual goodness and eternal grace that God wishes to bring into our lives as we move among 
the things of this passing world (inspirational music plays/crowd cheers). -  

 

 
 
“Esto es todo muchachos; no se asusten. ¡Vamos Adrian! ¡Lo logramos! ¡Nunca nos quitarán la libertad!, ¡los 
miércoles vestimos de rosa!."  
 

Estas son sólo algunas de las líneas motivacionales de discursos que hemos visto en las películas populares 
y por alguna razón, nos motivan mientras las miramos, las escuchamos y nos las repetimos para luchar por 
algo. Al comenzar esta Cuaresma, ¿qué puedo decirte para que te entusiasmes y te esfuerces por alcanzar 
algo más elevado? 
 

¡Quiero que tomes esta temporada en serio y con vigor! ¡Toma este tiempo para deshacerte de la tentación 
y el mal mediante la oración, el ayuno y la limosna! Úsalo como un tiempo para hacer compromisos donde 
Dios esté presente en tu vida. Ciertamente tendremos muchos momentos para hacerlo en nuestras 



estaciones de la Cruz, tiempos de adoración y confesión, charlas de Avivamiento 
Eucarístico el 1 de marzo y Misas regulares. Además, de todas las oportunidades en 
nuestra diócesis e incluso en nuestro condado de Summit, para hacer un momento 
de retiro o asistir a alguna presentación especial sobre cómo entregar más de Dios 
que compartirán los boletines de las parroquias vecinas. 
 

Espero y rezo para que este sea un tiempo muy bendecido para ustedes y que, de 
alguna manera, lleguen a esta Pascua con mayor claridad espiritual y en comunión 
más fuerte con el Señor Jesús. ¡Este miércoles nos vestimos de ceniza! Que nos 
recuerden a todos la bondad espiritual y la gracia eterna que Dios desea traer a 
nuestras vidas mientras nos movemos entre las cosas de este mundo. (Música 
inspiradora / aplausos de la multitud). - Padre Chris 

 

Catholic Quote 
 “God never tires of forgiving us. 

We are the ones who tire of seeking His mercy.”
 

Pope Francis (Jorge Mario Bergoglio, born 1936)  
  Chemical Technician, Priest, Jesuit, Cardinal,  Pope since 2013 

 

Mass Intentions 
St. Bernard St. Mary 

Sun 2/11 

10 AM The People of St. Bernard 
and St. Mary Parishes 

Sun, 2/11 

9 AM The Corbin, Jones, & Greer Families 

12 PM +Arturo Tolmos Alfaro and the 
Deceased of the Tolmos Family 

Quinquagesima Sunday 

8 PM +Katherine Gruber 1 PM +William Batchelder III 
Mon, 2/12 12:10 PM +Marilyn Fisher & Joan Marie Scherer Wed, 2/14 8:45 AM +Patrick & Agnes O’Connor 
Tue, 2/13 12:10 PM +Richard Frank 

Sun, 2/18 
9 AM Pro Populo 

Wed, 2/14 12:10 PM +Duane Sanders First Sunday in Lent 
Thu, 2/15 12:10 PM +Willie Orr 1 PM Special Intention McFadden 
Fri, 2/16 12:10 PM +Richard Frank Wed, 2/21 8:45 AM +Jo Dettling 
Sat, 2/17 4:30 PM +Fred Parks   

Sun, 2/18 

10 AM +Angelo DeVitis  
12 PM Intentions of Carlos Puga 

8 PM Special Blessings for Women and 
 Men in Consecrated  Life 

Offertory Collection Totals – February 3 & February 4, 2024 
St. Bernard - $4,862.00 

Avg. weekly contributions for January* - $7,121.75  
*Includes online donations 

St. Mary - $2,345.00 

Mass Readings 
Sun, 2/11 Lv 13: 1-2, 44-46 Ps 32: 1-2, 5, 11 1 Cor 10: 31-11:1 Mk 1: 40-45 
Mon, 2/12 Jas 1: 1-11 Ps 119: 67, 68, 71, 72, 75, 76  Mk 8: 11-13 
Tue, 2/13 Jas 1: 12-18 Ps 94: 12-13a, 14-15, 18-19  Mk 8: 14-21 
Wed, 2/14 Jl 2:12-18 Ps 51: 3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13, 14, 17 2 Cor 5:20-6:2 Mk 6: 1-6, 16-18 
Thu, 2/15 Dt 30: 15-20 Ps 1: 1-2, 3, 4, 6  Lk 9: 22-25 
Fri, 2/16 Is 58: 1-9a Ps 51: 3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19  Mt 9: 14-15 
Sat, 2/17 Is 58: 9b-14 Ps 86: 1-2, 3-4, 5-6  Lk 5: 27-32 

 

 
 



Coming Soon to Your Parish! (see bulletin, announcements & media for more info) 
Date Time Parish Event 
2/14 8:45 St. Mary Ash Wednesday 
2/14 12:10 St. Bernard Ash Wednesday – Ashes also distributed in the parish office from 9 AM to 3 PM 
2/28 5 – 8 PM St. Bernard Diocesan Night of Confession 
3/1 6:30 PM St. Mary Stations of the Cross and Eucharistic Revival Talk (Led by Fr. Chris Trenta) 

3/23 & 24 
Regular 

Weekend 
Masses 

St Bernard 
& St. Mary 

Palm Sunday – Palms distributed at regular weekend Masses 
St. Mary – 9 AM and 1 PM on March 24 
St. Bernard – 4:30 PM on March 23; and 10 AM, 12 PM, & 8 PM on March 24 

Thursdays 
of Lent 

6:30 PM-
7:30 PM 

St. Bernard Parish Holy Hour – Confession and Adoration – Open to Both Parishes 

Fridays of 
Lent 

6:30 PM St. Bernard Stations of the Cross 

As always, all events listed are open to *all* parishioners from both St. Mary and St. Bernard. 
You are very welcome – we are expecting you! 

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!  -  ¡NECESITAMOS TU AYUDA! 
We need your help! 

• to assist with Stations of the Cross on Fridays of Lent at 6:30 PM 
• to build hype about Fr. Chris Trenta’s Revival talk at St. Mary on March 1st 
• to decorate the churches for Palm Sunday and Holy Week 
• to enhance the 8 PM Mass music ministry at St. Bernard 

 

If you are interested, please click the ‘contact us’ button on our website or Facebook or call 330-253-5161 
 

¡Necesitamos tu ayuda! 
• Para el viacrucis los viernes de Cuaresma a las 6:30 pm 
• Para generar entusiasmo sobre la charla de avivamiento del P. Chris Trenta el 1 de marzo 
• Decorar la iglesia para el Domingo de Ramos y Semana Santa 
• Para mejorar el ministerio de música de las 8 PM 

 

Si estás interesado, haz clic en el botón "Contáctenos" en nuestro sitio web o Facebook o llame al 330-253-5161. 
 

The Crusader’s Corner by Diana Ross 
The former fourth grade classroom at St. Mary School is undergoing some major 
renovations in preparation for a new state of the art science lab. Planning started a few 
years ago with the acquisition of funding for the project. Dr. Nugent was awarded grants 
from the Sisler McFawn Foundation and the Huth Foundation to create the science lab. 
Once money was secured, Mrs. Ross, an experienced teacher who has developed other 
school’s science labs, was hired to teach seventh and eighth grade science and head the 
construction of the lab and the purchase of needed equipment. 
 

In September, a classroom on the third floor was measured and the design of the lab 
was finalized. Lab furniture and sinks were ordered, and workers were hired to complete each step. Parishioner 
Jim Peters worked up the electrical plan and brought in a certified electrician to complete the work. Water had to 
be brought into the room and All County Drain was hired to complete that job. The first and second phases of the 
electrical and plumbing work were completed in January.  
 

On January 24th the lab furniture arrived. Two Men and a Truck were hired to move the furniture from the 
basement to the third floor. This was quite a job as many of the pieces weighed several hundred pounds. 
Installation of the furniture will begin in February. When that is finished the final electrical and plumbing work will 
be completed. Stocking the lab with all necessary equipment will be the final step. The students are very excited 
to begin using the science lab, especially the seventh grade who will begin dissection this spring! Look for pictures 
and additional information in the newsletter when the lab is completed. 

 



 

SEEK Conference by Andrew Karka (December Graduate of UA) 
SEEK is an annual conference hosted by the Fellowship of Catholic University Students (FOCUS).  The most 
recent hosting was SEEK24 in St. Louis, Missouri. Twenty-six of us including me, Father Chris and the four FOCUS 
missionaries at the University of Akron went to this year’s conference from January 1-5, 2024. 
 

The conference has cemented itself as being among the best Catholic experiences of my life for three reasons: 
the community, the talks, and the spiritual fecundity of the event. The community that 
was present at SEEK24 was one of great fellowship. It was very unlikely for one to 
encounter anyone who was not smiling ear-to-ear with excitement and honest joy. The 
people of whom I speak were young and numbered in the tens of thousands! How great 
it was to see throngs of young men and women take the Faith seriously! 
 

It not only further emphasized the belief that real fraternity is important, but it also gave 
me a glimpse of heaven.  For as all of we young people encountered Christ in the holy 
Mass, so too shall all we faithful behold Christ in the youth of our transfigured bodies in 
the Heavenly Liturgy.  

A partial view of the 24,000 students & religious who attended SEEK24 →→ 
 

The talks were all fantastic. I have never attended an event where nearly every single talk was without complaint. 
Perhaps this is a testament to my attitude or is rather proof of the value of SEEK and their speakers. Talks featuring 
topics such as philosophy, demonology, evangelization, prayer, etc. were given and all by many well-known and 
holy men and women of the Church including Fr. Mike Schmitz, Matt Fradd, and Fr. Gregory Pine. 
 

Finally, and most importantly, the event was evidently filled with the Spirit of God. 
In its outward expression: innumerable religious, both men and women, many in 
cassocks, habits, and veils; a beautiful liturgy, oftentimes presided over by 
archbishops and cardinals; intimate Eucharistic adoration, replete with bells, 
incense, and Benediction; thousands of priests; easily accessible sacraments, 
particularly of Reconciliation and the most holy Eucharist; the list is endless. The 
inward expression of the Spirit: transformative experiences that touch the soul in 
a new and profound way.     Fr. Chris & Fr. Mike Schmitz 
 

Christ was truly present in and amongst us at SEEK24, and I suspect nothing less next year at SEEK25 in Salt Lake 
City, January 1-5, 2025! 

University of Akron Newman 
Center students (Roo 
Catholics) and FOCUS 
missionaries who attended 
SEEK24 in St. Louis, January 1-
5, 2024.  All photos courtesy of 
Fr. Chris – thanks, Father! 

 

 
 
 
 



Diaconate Discernment 
Conrad Crookston, son of Tony and Linda of St. Mary Parish, recently applied to study for the 
Diaconate of the Archdiocese of the Military, which ministers to members of all branches of the 
military worldwide. 
 

Conrad is serving on active duty with the Air Force with over 16 years of service and is currently 
a Staff Sergeant.  In his career, he has had assignments in Arizona, Alaska, Virginia, Korea, 
England, Ohio, and Montana, with several deployments and extended times away.  He has also 
participated in military response in Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya, and Iran. 
 

Conrad has been a Knight of Columbus for 11 years and is an active member when his career permits.  He received 
his Sacraments (Baptism, Confirmation, Confession, and Communion) at Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
and married Jennifer at Hill Air Force Base in 2009.  Jennifer is a convert and was received into the Church at 
Langley Air Force Base in 2012 (Tony and Linda were her Godparents/Sponsors).  Their two boys, Conrad (14) and 
Gabriel (12) have served Mass at St. Mary, and Gabe received his First Communion at St. Mary a couple of years 
ago. 
 

With four years to go until he can retire from the Air Force, Conrad found himself reflecting on his career and 
started praying a novena to St. Jude the Apostle about an unrelated matter.  He realized his life was about service, 
and that Our Lord gave him that calling.  He spoke to a priest in Great Falls, Montana where he is currently 
stationed and asked if he should consider the Diaconate.  Conrad also talked to his brother Knights about this, 
and they encouraged and challenged him to explore this calling. 
 

Conrad says no matter what happens with his Formation, whether he continues to Ordination or if he has a calling 
elsewhere, his experience has taught him a great deal about his Faith and strengthened his relationship with the 
Lord. 
 

Please remember to pray a Memorare every day for Conrad and all the other young people of our parishes who 
are discerning religious vocations, including Brother James Monsour, OSB, John Paul Antalek, Andrew Turpin, 
Andrew Karka, and others!  If you might be called to the permanent diaconate or are thinking about it, please set 
up a meeting with Father Chris or Deacon Ray! 

 

 
 

Christmas Memories from St. Mary and St. Bernard 

 



 

Thanks to all who made Christmas special and beautiful at St. Mary and St. Bernard! 
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Heating and Air Conditioning

Tom Wackerly: 330-697-5561
www.theKcompany.com

VanDevereVanDevere
BunchBunch

TheThe

LIFETIMELIFETIME
WARRANTY & CAR WASHES

ON NEW AND USED CARS 4 LIFE!

We’ll donate $100 to your favorite 
Church or Charity!

CHEVROLET

 1490 V. Odom Blvd. 300 W. Market St. 328 W. Market St.
 Akron Akron Akron
 888-280-2747 877-785-3403 877-785-3403

www.vandevere.com

*Restrictions May Apply
Offer Ends 12/31/2023

FREE
FURNACE
with purchase of AC

*Restrictions May Apply
Offer Ends 2/29/2024
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Catholic Family Owned $35 OFF
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*WITH AD

330-708-5042NORTH HILL GLASS 
& MIRROR CO.

GLASS FOR ALL PURPOSES
Now Including Shower Doors!

560 N. Main Street, Akron • 535-1558

Akron Pest Control
330-253-6271

Serving St. Bernard
for over 20 Years
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2015 State Rd. 
330-929-9183

Extraordinary People.
Exceptional Care.

For Caregiver Services
234.815.0140

Job Opportunities
234.815.0140

www.firstlighthomecare.com

Non-medical Care

LISA M. TESTA, O.D., M.S. T: (330) 785-5111
LAURA M. KNIGHT, O.D. T: (330) 785-5114

2694 S. Main St., Akron  testasvisionsource.com

Caring for your 
family’s eyes.

Electrical Contractors
1033 Kelly Ave.

Fax: 330-374-0620
Residential • Commercial • 

Industrial • High Voltage

Strength, stability and expertise since 1958.

Electrical Contractors
1033 Kelly Avenue • Fax: 330-374-0620

Residential • Commercial • Industrial • High Voltage

330-374-0070
www.jwdidadoelectric.com

24 Hour Service
Strength, stability and expertise since 1958.

Electrical Contractors
1033 Kelly Avenue • Fax: 330-374-0620

Residential • Commercial • Industrial • High Voltage

330-374-0070
www.jwdidadoelectric.com

24 Hour Service

Strength, stability and expertise since 1958.

Electrical Contractors
1033 Kelly Avenue • Fax: 330-374-0620

Residential • Commercial • Industrial • High Voltage

330-374-0070
www.jwdidadoelectric.com

24 Hour Service

Pleasant View
Health Care Center Pleasant PointE

Family owned and operated skilled nursing and assisted living facilities.
 401 Snyder Ave., Barberton (330.745.6028) 220 Third St., S.E., Barberton (330.848.5028)

Join the Knights
Council 547

HTTP://KOFC.ORG//JOINUS

WALLHAVEN TAX, LLC
Christopher K. Ulinski, EA*, MTax, NSSA
Personal Income Tax, Estate and Trust Income Tax,  

Retirement Planning, Social Security Options,  
Small Business Accounting and Counseling, Tax Controversy

102 Western Ave., Suite 107, Akron, OH • 330-608-0268 • chris@wallhaventax.com

Compliments of

GRISMER

Saint Bernard Parish Mass Times
Saturday Vigil Mass: 

4:30 p.m.
Sunday Mass: 

10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. (Español) , 8:00 p.m.
Daily Mass (Monday-Friday):

12:10 p.m.
See inside bulletin for schedule 

of Daily & Holy Day Masses.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
CONFESIÓN

Saturday 3:00-4:00 p.m.
Every 1st Friday 11:00 a.m., 
Después de misa de 12 p.m. 

hasta las 2 p.m., dejando un domingo.
And by appointment

Y por cita

Call the Parish Office for the following
and/or any other inquiries

Si necesita asistencia con lo siguiente, 
o para cualquier información, 

comuníquese con la oficina

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
UNCIÓN DE LOS ENFERMOS

If confined at home, 
call for a Minister to bring Communion.

Si necesita comunión en casa, 
llame para solicitar un ministro.

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS
FUNERAL

FOR OTHER SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION
PARA INFORMACIÓN DE SACRAMENTOS 

EMERGENCY FOOD ASSISTANCE
ASISTENCIA CON ALIMENTOS

NEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATION
REGISTRO DE NUEVOS FELIGRESES

ROOCATHOLIC CAMPUS MINISTRY
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF AKRON 

Mr. John Szarwark, Campus Minister 
Newman Center
(330) 208-0703
roocatholic.org

Dinner & Social, Wednesdays 6:30 P.M.

FEBRUARY 11, 2024

PARISH ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE
44 University Avenue

Akron, Ohio 44308
(330) 253-5161  Fax: (330) 253-6949
communications@stbernardstmary.org

Para español marca ext. 102
sanbernardo@stbernardstmary.org

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Friday, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
PASTORAL STAFF

Fr. Christopher Zerucha, Pastor
Fr. Frank Basa, Retired, In Residence

Mr. Ray Dimascio, Deacon

PARISH STAFF
Business Manager 

Mrs. Ana María Baker
Administrative Assistants 

Mrs. Michelle DeVitis 
Joan Crookston 

Music Ministers 
Mr. James Kintz, Organist 

Mr. Felipe González
JJ Jesser

Custodian
Mr. Ralph Reese

Pray for Ours Discerning
Bro. James Monsour, OSB

Mr. John Paul Antalek, Borromeo Seminary
SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNTS 

Facebook: St. Bernard Catholic Church - Akron, OH
Instagram: StBernardParishAkron
Twitter: StBernardAkron

stbernardakron.org

Dr. Patricia Nugent, Ed.D., Principal 
Mrs. Deneen Watson, Assistant Principal 
Mrs. Elizabeth Kelly, Secretary
Mrs. Tracy Sanchez, Secretary

ENROLLMENT 
Call the School Office to enroll a child in K-Grade 8. 
Financial assistance is available. 
Llame a la Oficina Escolar al para inscribir al niño/a en 
nivel K-8. Hay becas disponibles.

stmaryakron.com  |  (330) 253-1233

Welcome to

330-923-1333

Save $25 WITH THIS AD
Present at time of Purchase.
not valid with other offers

beckwithheatcool.com
STF OH Lic #14610

This institution is not federally insured

This institution is not federally insured

Falls
Catholic
Credit Union

YOURGOODMORTGAGE.COMYOURGOODMORTGAGE.COM
This institution is not federally insured.This institution is not federally insured.

STARTS WITH A
GREAT MORTGAGE

CREATING A  
GOOD HOME

David P. Weimer Attorney at Law
Asset Protection Planning / Medicaid / Nursing Home

Wills, Trusts, POAs, Probate, Real Estate, LLC 
1790 Town Park Blvd., Suite B, Uniontown (City of Green) OH 44685

330-896-4500 • www.weimerlaw.com

MEDICARE?
CALL JIM CABLE
(216) 306-1950
Independent Agent
Senior Health Insurance

Want to erase negativity? Try Accelerated Resolution Therapy!
Contact Kay Metzler, Akron Marriage & Family Therapist!
• Specializing in anxiety, trauma, ADHD, & women’s health
• Insurances often pays for counseling.

330-595-9006  www.B2AWellness.com

TO ADVERTISE HERE, 
CONTACT DEE PRINTING AT

JOSEPH@DEEPRINTING.COM

“Seek example, 
not excuses”

 – Bob Powell

3300 S. Arlington Rd @ I-77, Akron, OH • tothakron.com • (330) 644-34003300 S. Arlington Rd @ I-77, Akron, OH • tothakron.com • (330) 644-3400


