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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Catechism of the Catholic Church 1213 Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life, the gateway to life in the Spirit (vitae spiritualis ianua), and the door which gives access to the other sacraments. Through Baptism we are freed from sin and reborn as sons of God; we become members of Christ, are incorporated into the Church and made sharers in her mission: "Baptism is the sacrament of regeneration through water and the word."
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Godparents
The responsibility of the godparent is to guide their godchild to live a Catholic life. Godparents, also known as sponsors, provide this first by the examples they live, by leading a Christian life that reflects the spirit and teachings of our Catholic faith. Therefore, the Church provides requirements for being a godparent.


Sponsors Requirements

· Must be chosen by parents.
· Sponsors must be at least 16 years old.
· Have the ability and intention to fulfill their role.
· Must not be a mother or father of the baptized.
· Must have received the sacraments of Baptism, First Communion, and Confirmation. Certificates might be requested. 
· If married, must be married in the Catholic Church.
· Must live a life of faith by regularly going to Sunday Mass and receiving Holy Communion and Confession.
· The sponsor should not have any canonical or ecclesiastical penalty.
· You can have a single godfather or a single godmother, or one of each (a godfather and a godmother).
· Any sponsor who cannot attend the baptism, must have a witness who represents him in the celebration of the sacrament (proxy). The name of the sponsor will appear on the child's baptism certificate. The witnesses must meet the same requirements as the godparent.





Required documentation:

Parents:
• Fill out a Baptism registration form via the parish office.
• Provide a copy of the child's birth certificate. It must be delivered with the registration form.
• Provide a certificate of attendance from a Baptism course, no longer than 3 years ago.
• If the parents are not parishioners, they provide a letter from their pastor permitting the baptism.
• If the parents are parishioners, they should make sure they are registered members of St. Bernard.

Godparents:
• May provide a certificate of attendance from the Baptism course. Although the course is not a mandatory requirement, it is recommended to go to one.
• If the sponsors are not parishioners or do not live within the boundaries of St. Bernard, they must provide a letter of permission from the pastor of the church they belong to stating:			
o That they are active members of that church, and
o That they are eligible to be sponsors.
• If you are a parishioner, register with the office.



To finalize the date and time of the baptism, all the documentation must be turned in (except the certificates of the pre-baptism class).

The certificates of the pre-baptism class must be delivered at least two weeks in advance to the parish office.

At St. Bernard, we ask that you call and reserve your spot at the class and indicate the language you prefer. We offer our pre-baptism classes every third Saturday of each month at 5:30 p.m. Other parishes offer classes at other times of the month and year, but probably not in Spanish. For more information about pre-baptismal class, please contact the office by phone or email.

We recommend the 1st Sunday of each month at 1:30 or 2:00 p.m. for the baptism, but time and date are negotiable.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In anticipation of the life with Christ your child will begin through baptism, we look forward to serving you and celebrating this day with you!

-Father Chris Zerucha and the Staff and Parishioners of St. Bernard Church
