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Dear Faith Family,  

After four years of work and 
dedicated participation from 
many parishioners, I am happy 
to announce that the Archdiocese 
approved our Pastoral Plan. You 
may recall the Collaborative Con-
vocation in the Fall of 2019 that 

kicked off the process of developing a pastoral 
plan. The convocation itself was the result of a 
months-long discussion with the Combined Pas-
toral Councils.   

After the convocation, the writing team was 
formed, and many drafts were proposed. The 
final format reflects our vision and mission. The 
primary categories of the plan are prayer, study, 
generosity, evangelization, and priestly vocation-
al awareness.   

In this bulletin, you will see articles about the 
goals. I will share with you what we are doing to 
increase priestly vocational awareness.   

As many of you know, we are praying for voca-
tions at each of our Sunday celebrations of the 
Eucharist. The plan lays out other activities that 
we are currently piloting in Arlington Catholic 
High School. First, we shared a survey with our 
High School students. The survey asks what 
qualities are students looking for in a priest. Sec-
ond, the survey asked if any students demon-
strated some or all of these qualities.  From that 
survey, thirty-seven young men were invited to 
participate in a conversation about priestly voca-
tion with Bishop Robert Reed. That meeting went 
very well. The young men will then be invited to 
a St. Andrew Dinner. St. Andrew Dinners are 
hosted at St. John’s Seminary and are an oppor-
tunity for young men to see what it's like to be in 
seminary.   

The intent is to demystify priestly vocation. 
Forming a community that promotes and cele-
brates young people who may wish to discern a 
priestly or religious vocation. The pilot program 
has given proof of concept. This will allow us to 
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INTRODUCING OUR PLAN 
expand the model to include religious vocations for 
young women. Please pray that the sons and 
daughters of St. Agnes and St. Camillus respond to 
the call Christ has for them.  

Our parish family will be a supportive community 
where young people can discern God’s will; where 
young people can receive grace from God through 
our intentional intercession for them.   

I conclude by thanking all who have supported the 
Catholic Appeal. Your gift aids many needy in the 
Archdiocese by providing resources to our Central 
Services. Your gift makes it possible for the Church 
to serve. Thank you!  

In Christ,  

Fr. Marc  
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Our Collaborative Pastoral Plan begins with this  
essential element of Catholic faith: 
 

       We are a community of prayer: Our goal is to foster 
       participation in Sunday Worship. We will follow a 
       two-pronged approach. First, to train and support lay 
       ministers to greet the parish family at the doors of the 
       Church. These lay ecclesial ministers will provide basic 
       information and demonstrate welcoming comportment 
       while projecting safety and security. Second, to use 
       social media resources to meet people “where they are”  
       and personally invite them to join our faith family in 
       worship. We will know we have accomplished this goal 
       when we increase attendance to over 1000 per weekend 
       (mass average of 125) and when three trained and 
       engaged greeters are ministering at each Mass. 

PASTORAL PLAN: PRAYER 

WE ARE ALL SERVANTS OF THE LORD 
While recognizing that all people take part in the 
liturgy, Liturgical Ministers serve in a special way to 
plan, organize, and implement a vibrant, dynamic, 
and prayerful liturgical celebration. Liturgical 
Ministries strive to fulfill the Second Vatican 
Council's mandate to foster the full, active, and 
conscious participation of the faithful at Mass. 
 

BE CHRIST TO OTHERS BY SERVING THE CHURCH AS A 
LITURGICAL MINISTER 
There are many various opportunities for people to 
become involved in Liturgical Ministries. Some 
ministers serve on a weekly basis, some once a 
month, and others serve on an "as needed" basis. 
These ministries are a witness of service that helps us 
live out our Baptismal commitment and service to the 
church.  
 

        The administration of this ministry not only supplies 
       the needs of the members of the church but also 
       overflows in much gratitude to God.       - 2 Corinthians 9:12 

 

Liturgical Minister Workshops 
April 30: 11 AM – 12 PM @ St. Camillus 
May 21: 1 PM – 2 PM @ St. Agnes 

 Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion 

 Lectors 
 Altar Servers 
 Ushers 
 Greeters/Hospitality 
 Sacristan 
 Liturgical Environment 
 Livestream/Technology Team 

LITURGY IS A COMMUNAL WORSHIP OF GOD 
The Mass is a special liturgical celebration 
where all God's people gather not only to give 
praise and worship, but to offer themselves in 
the sacrifice of Christ's Body. Liturgy is a 
special kind of work in which the divine and 
the human come together; we do something, 
and, more importantly, God does something. 
Liturgy is not a thing; liturgy is a lived 
experience.  
 

MANY PEOPLE ARE NEEDED TO SERVE AT ANY 
GIVEN MASS 
We need you and your smiles at the Parishes 
of St. Agnes and St. Camillus! Every Mass 
requires volunteer service to ensure the 
liturgy runs smoothly for our parishioners. 
You and your family members of all ages are 
welcome to serve the Catholic Parishes of 
Arlington in the various roles listed below. 
No experience is necessary and training is 
provided. In some cases, you can choose 
which weekend(s) work for you. If interested, 
please complete the Liturgical Ministry 
Inquiry Form found here  
https://bit.ly/liturgicalform 
in the Prayer section of our website at 
cparl.org. We will contact you to discuss  
training opportunities, answer your 
questions, and establish a schedule that works 
for you. 

https://bit.ly/liturgicalform
cparl.org
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PASTORAL PLAN: STUDY 

Our Collaborative Pastoral Plan challenges us to 

rethink traditional classroom religious education: 
 

       CPARL is a community of faith formation. Our  

       goal is to develop a comprehensive family-centric 

       faith formation program, the Villages. The 

       Villages will empower parents and children to  

       grow in faith and knowledge together. 
 

PARTNERING WITH PARENTS 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches 

that, “Family catechisms precedes, accompanies, 

and enriches other forms of instruction in the faith. 

Parents have the mission of teaching their children 

to pray and to discover their vocation as children 

of God.” (CCC, 2226). Our desire is to encourage, 

equip, and partner with CPARL parents as they 

carry out their role as primary educators of the 

faith for their children.  
 

SUPPORTING FAMILIES 
Through the Villages, we offer gatherings, 

resources, and faith formation programs 

throughout the entire year designed to include 

parent participation to help strengthen the faith 

life of the whole family. Most of our Village 

resources are from Faith and Family Life Catholic 

Ministries – Pathways. Through this process we 

hope that families will come to a fuller and richer 

experience of the presence of God in their lives. 

Every family is unique, as is their faith journey. 

Our hope is to help guide and support families 

along their pathway.  

“ 
SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 

“ 

SACRAMENTAL PREP BEGINS AT HOME 

The family plays the most important role in 

communicating the Christian and human 

values that form the foundation for a child’s 

understanding of these Sacraments. 

Sacramental Prep is not just a catechetical 

program where we instill knowledge, it is a 

process where children and families experience 

God in their lives. It is absolutely essential that 

families participate at weekly Sunday Mass, to 

be strengthened by the Eucharistic and learn to 

join with their community of faith in prayer. 

 

WHY CONFIRMATION IN MIDDLE SCHOOL? 
With a majority of Catholics walking away 

from the Faith by the age of 13, it is imperative 

that we create a pathway for “tweens” and 

their families that leads “toward a more 

intimate union with Christ and a more lively 

familiarity with the Holy Spirit” (CCC, 1309). 

By moving the Confirmation Preparation 

Process to middle school, we hope that 

“tweens” and their families will fall in love 

with Jesus and their CPARL community, 

leading to active participation in the parishes.  

       A key component of the Villages will be 

for parents to present their children for the 

Sacraments when the child is ready. The parents 

will present their children so they can begin a 

two-year program of formation and instruction 

prior to receiving the sacrament. Parents can 

present children beginning in first grade for the 

reception of First Holy Communion and the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation. Parents may present 

children for Confirmation preparation no earlier 

than sixth grade to enter the two-year preparation 

program. Those Confirmed will be enrolled in a 

service-based ministry to continue their faith 

formation throughout their adolescence. 



 

“ “ 

Our Collaborative Pastoral Plan makes the bold 
claim that “we are a generous community.” 

When we speak of generosity, we usually do so 
in the context of stewardship, which can be 
broken down into three categories: time, talent 
and treasure. As followers of Christ, we are 
taught that our time, talent and treasure are all 
on loan to us from God; one day we will have 
to give an account for the way we managed 
them. 

The many goals outlined in our plan can only 
be accomplished with the financial support of 
our dedicated parishioners. While our time and 
talent directly contribute to the success of our 
activities, our treasure provides the lifeblood 
for our collaborative. Our participation also 
makes us active stakeholders in this endeavor. 

Let us focus our attention on treasure. Our goal 
states, 
       CPARL will, in the next three years, participate 
       in an improved offertory campaign. The goal is 
       to increase both participation and overall 
       collections. The desired increase will be a 
       sustained 15% increase in participation and 
       collection over the following fiscal year. 

The Offertory collections provide the revenue 
to meet our operating needs and support the 
various ministries and programs that fulfill our 
pastoral mission. The Grand Annual collections 
contribute funds to undertake major capital 
projects and maintain a safety net to cover 
unexpected expenses. Unfortunately, over the 
years, we have relied more on our Grand 
Annual revenues to support our day-to-day 
operations. Generous bequests and gifts have 

blessed and enabled us to maintain our financial 
health. Achieving the plan goal will ensure that our 
collaborative maintains a positive net operating 
income and builds reserves to meet our capital 
expenses. 

Though we have discontinued the practice of 
“passing the basket” at our liturgies, there are 
several opportunities to contribute. Receptacles at 
the Church doors are available for your envelopes, 
checks or monetary donations. Online giving is an 
easy, safe, and convenient way to make your 
contributions to the Church. Giving electronically 
helps you and the Church to effectively plan and 
budget. In keeping with the times, “Text to Give” is 
also available. More information is available on our 
collaborative web site: cparl.org/online-giving. 

This past year, St. Agnes Parish celebrated its 150th 
anniversary. The parish life that we experience 
today was built upon the dedication and generosity 
of all those who have gone before us. Our continued 
participation and support will determine the legacy 
that we leave to our future generations. 
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CATHOLIC APPEAL UPDATE 
We are so grateful to all of you who have helped 
launch a successful 2023 Catholic Appeal campaign at 
the Catholic Parishes of Arlington. We have raised 
$27,175 (47% of assessment) at St. Agnes Parish and 
$10,826 (67% of assessment) at St. Camillus. If you 
have not had a chance to do so, please consider 
making your gift to the Appeal today by picking up an 
envelope at the back of the church or making an online 
donation at www.bostoncatholicappeal.org. 
Participation from every household in the 
collaborative is important and every gift makes a 
meaningful difference in putting faith into action to 
support the parishes, schools, and communities within 
our Archdiocese. Thank you.  
 
To make a gift online,  
please scan the QR Code  
 
Or visit 
www.bostoncatholicappeal.org/donate-now 

PASTORAL PLAN: GENEROSITY 

http://www.bostoncatholicappeal.org/donate-now


“ 
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PASTORAL PLAN: EVANGELIZATION 

IDEAS FOR ACTUALLY SHARING YOUR FAITH 

Our Collaborative Pastoral Plan includes this often 
misunderstood component: 
 

       We are an evangelizing community: Our goal is 
       to train parishioners to share their faith in an 
       inviting and humble manner. This is modeled 
       through interaction with collaborative staff and 
       ministry leaders, along with articles in the 
       bulletin (collaborative magazine), and on our 
       social media platforms. 

 A face-to-face conversation about Jesus Christ 
and His Church can begin with an icebreaker. 
Often it is helpful to give someone a tangible 
reminder of Christ's love for them, like a 
Rosary, a Matthew Kelly book, a prayer card, 
or a holy medal. 

 Invite the person to share something of their 
story with you. Get to know them as you 
would anyone you meet for the first time. 

 Consider that this person is loved by God 
and that the Holy Spirit may have put them 
in your life so that they can hear the Gospel. 

 Ask them if they go to church or to describe 
their relationship with God as a way to start 
talking about faith. 

 Offer to share one good reason why you 
choose to believe in God or be a Christian. 

 Offer to remember them in prayer daily for 
the next week and ask them if they have a 
particular prayer request. 

 Offer to pray for them on the spot, placing 
the burden to pray on you and not on them. 

 Ask permission to contact them later and tell 
them you would like to invite them to a 
collaborative event. Follow up on your 
promise to contact them. 

 Invite them to events at the collaborative or to 
a small group where they can explore the 
Gospel. 

PLANTING SEEDS THAT OPEN THE HEART TO 
HEARING THE GOOD NEWS 

Our goal should be to build a bridge of trust 
between the heart of the person, our church, 
and Jesus. These relationships lead to 
conversion - transforming those who hear the 
Gospel to act on the knowledge of the truth 
and to follow Jesus.  

WE ARE ALL CALLED TO SHARE OUR FAITH 

Catholics, whatever their circumstances in life, have 
been called to evangelize, to share God’s love. 
Evangelization is the heart of the mission of the 
Church, which all begins with having encountered 
Jesus. When we reflect this joy, it is attractive and 
cannot be faked - when something resonates, we 
radiate. The bottom line is we cannot introduce 
others to Jesus if we do not know Him and if we do 
not live as disciples. 

EVANGELIZATION IS NOT ANOTHER PROGRAM 
Evangelization is an opportunity to listen to another 
person’s story, which takes time, commitment, and 
vulnerability. We cannot evangelize those we do not 
love, and we cannot love those for whom we do not 
take the time to invest. 

THE BASIC STEPS 
With all this in mind, Saint Paul Street Evangelization 
gives us some basic steps we can take to quickly and 
easily share our faith, allowing our relationship with 
someone to be the influence that God uses to draw 
them closer to Jesus and His Church. A short, two-
minute conversation can change a person's life 
forever. 



PRAYER 

SATURDAY, MARCH 18 
  4:00 PM Hermano Medeiros  
  5:30 PM Hermano Medeiros  
SUNDAY, MARCH 19 
  7:00 AM  For the People of our Collaborative  
  9:00 AM Denis & Kathleen Carroll   
12:00 PM John & Patrick Walsh   
MONDAY, MARCH 20 
  7:00 AM Special intention for the Slaweski 
family  
TUESDAY, MARCH 21 
  7:00 AM Mass for All Souls   
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22 
  7:00 AM Humberto Serpa   
THURSDAY, MARCH 23 
  7:00 AM Linda Doherty    
FRIDAY, MARCH 24 
  7:00 AM Kelly Martin  
SATURDAY, MARCH 25 
  7:00 AM A Special Intention (Against 
Addiction)   
  4:00 PM Robert J. Pawl   
  5:30 PM For the People of our Collaborative   
SUNDAY, MARCH 26 
  7:00 AM  Mass for All Souls   
  9:00 AM Raymond V. Sweeney III   
12:00 PM Charles Francis Lombardi   

SATURDAY, MARCH 18 
  4:30 PM Saverio, Laura, Elena & Gilda Testa   
SUNDAY, MARCH 19 
  8:00 AM Michael & Lillian Clifford   
10:00 AM For the People of our Collaborative  
MONDAY, MARCH 20 
  9:00 AM Ludwig Montiero   
TUESDAY, MARCH 21 
  9:00 AM Brad Bigham   
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22 
  9:00 AM Beatrice “Pat” Arena  
                        (90th Birthday Mass)  
THURSDAY, MARCH 23 
  9:00 AM John A. Bishop Jr.   
FRIDAY, MARCH 24 
 9:00 AM Mass for All Souls   
SATURDAY, MARCH 25 
  9:00 AM Mass for Deceased Members of the  
  Knights of Columbus   
  4:30 PM Florence & Vito Capraro   
SUNDAY, MARCH 26 
  8:00 AM Patty Powers   
10:00 AM John & Nora Igo   

THE ST. CAMILLUS SANCTUARY LIGHT  
The light will burn the week of March 19th for  
Florence & Vito Capraro.  

 

 

FOR REFLECTION  

PLEASE PRAY 
As we switch to the rose vestments today, the 
church hears the call to rejoice. In the Gospel the 
man born blind is giving his sight by a loving 
God. The blindness is not caused by his sin or his 
parents. In this case the blindness seems to be 
permitted by God so that the man could receive 
a healing and be an example of God’s power. It 
is interesting that the Pharisees did not want to 
accept the miracle because, they could not see 
beyond their own righteousness. They claimed 
to be without sin and blamed everything on sin. 
They said Jesus was a sinner and could do no 
good because God does not listen to sinners. Sin-
ners are called to repentance and that we are a 
prayerful people called to do good works in the 
name of Jesus Christ.   

For Marilyn C. Ford, Charles Carney, Kathryn 
Lewkowicz who died recently and for the sick of our 
collaborative.  
 
For all those who are serving in our Armed Forces 
that they will return home safely.   
 
For our Holy Father, Pope Francis, who recently  
celebrated his tenth anniversary as Pope. May God 
continue to guide and strengthen him as he leads the 
Church in our challenging times.  
 
For an increase in vocations to the priesthood and 
religious life. That those who feel called find the 
courage and strength to follow God’s Will.  
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COLLABORATIVE CALENDAR 

SAINT AGNES PRESIDER SCHEDULE 
   

Saturday, March 25 
  4:00 PM  Fr. Alwin 
  5:30 PM Fr. Marc 
 

Sunday, March 26 
  7:00 AM Fr. Alwin 
  9:00 AM Fr. Bourke 
 12:00 PM Fr. Alwin 

 

SAINT CAMILLUS PRESIDER SCHEDULE 
   

Saturday, March 25 
   4:30 PM  Fr. Kilroy 
 

Sunday, March 26 
 8:00 AM Fr. Marc 
10:00 AM Fr. Marc 

 
 
 

SCHEDULE MAY CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE  

YOUNG CATHOLICS 
Sunday, March 19th 
7:00 PM | AC Gym 
All teens, ages 12-18, are invited to join us on  
Sunday nights for food, games, and connection.  

AFTER MASS HOSPITALITY 
Sunday, March 19th 
10:00 AM | St. Agnes/Hope Hall 
FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic University Students) 
Missionary “Come and See”  

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
Friday, March 24th 
3:00 PM | St. Camillus 
7:00 PM | St. Agnes 

WALKING WITH PURPOSE 
Monday, March 20th 
12:00 PM—1:45 PM | St. Agnes/Hope Hall 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
MONDAY REFLECTIONS 
Monday, March 20th 
7:30 PM | Zoom 
For the link, please email us at info@cparl.org. 
Throughout Lent, we will follow Luke's Gospel  
using "Mission of the Messiah" by Dr. Tim Gray  

WALKING WITH PURPOSE 
Wednesday, March 22nd 
7:00 PM—8:45 PM | St. Agnes/Hope Hall 

THE SEARCH 
Thursday, March 23rd 
7:00 PM—8:30 PM | St. Camillus/Sullivan Center 
Newcomers welcome.  

BLESSED WOMEN’S BRUNCH 
Saturday, March 25th 
10:00 AM | St. Agnes/Hope Hall  
Join us for a special contemplative imagination  
Meditation as part of our Lenten journey, followed 
by a potluck brunch and small group discussion.  

THE VILLAGES—ROOT 
Sunday, Sunday, March 19th 
11:00 AM | St. Camillus/Sullivan Center 
5:00 PM | St. Agnes/Hope Hall 

PROLIFE COMMITTEE 
Monday, March 20th 
7:00 PM | St. Agnes/Hope Hall 

FOCUS 
Fellowship of Catholic University Students 
Monday, March 20th 
7:00 PM | AC Library 
For any parents who have children going off  
to college soon.  
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MONTHLY BEREAVEMENT GROUP 
Sunday, March 26th 
3:00 PM | St. Agnes/Hope Hall  
All who are suffering from grief and loss are  
invited to  join in faith sharing and fellowship.  

LENTEN MISSION NIGHTS 
Monday, March 27th 
Tuesday, March 28th 
Wednesday, March 29th 
6:30 PM | St. Camillus Church 

mailto:info@cparl.org


CONNECT WITH US 

12 | THE CATHOLIC PARISHES OF ARLINGTON - SAINT AGNES AND SAINT CAMILLUS 


