
The Catholic Community of 

Saint Joseph 

 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
We, the Catholic Community of  St. Joseph, 

are committed to follow Jesus Christ. 
Through the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we 
strive to be good stewards in our lives. We 

pray for peace, forgiveness, and for one  
another as Christ loves us!

 

 MASS SCHEDULE 
 

   Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 pm 
   Sunday: 8:00 am & 10:30 am 

  Monday through Friday: 8:00 am 
 

Holy Days of Obligation 
  7:30 pm Vigil (Evening before)            
   and 8:00 am on the Holyday. 

 

 SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturday: 3:00–3:30 pm  

or anytime by appointment 
 
 

R.C.I.A 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults  
Robert Paulishak, Coordinator 

 

Religious Formation/Catechesis  
 

Parish Sacramental Preparation 
Grades 1 through 8 

 Sundays: 9:15 am – 10:15 am  
For more information,  
call the Parish Office. 

 
 

REV. KENNETH R. KOLIBAS 
PASTOR 

 

 Chaplain In Residence 
REV. LAZARO PEREZ 

R.W.J.B. HOSPITAL AT SOMERSET 
 
 

Director of Sacred Music 
David Shirley 

 

Parish Trustees 
Irene Amitrani, James Piccolo 

 
 

Parish Office Manager and 
Bulletin Editor-Webmaster 

 

James Piccolo 
 

Please send articles to: 
E-Mail: parishoffice@sjraritan.org 

 

Parish Website 
stjosephraritan.weconnect.com 

 

Parish Address/Phone/Fax 
16 East Somerset Street 
Raritan, NJ  08869-2102 

 
 

(908) 725-0163 x 10 
 

FAX—(908) 725-2333 
Office Hours: 

Monday through Friday 
8:30 am—1:00 pm 

Evening hours by appointment 
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Entrance: Alleluia! Sing to Jesus #731 
Preparation: Ubi Caritas (Hurd) #327 
Communion: You Are Near #434 
Sending Forth: Companions on the Journey #581 

 Musical selections for next week: 
March 2 & 3 

Baby Bottle Boomerang! 
 

Thank you for your generous  
donations. If you haven’t returned 

your bottle, please do so at this time. 

"Give and gifts will be given to you; a good measure, 
packed together, shaken down, and overflowing, will be 
poured into your lap. For the measure with which you 
measure will in return be measured out to you." - Lk 6:38 
  

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.  

The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated in our 
Parish by the Most Rev. James F. Checchio, on Wednesday, 
April 3, 2019 at 7:00 pm. Eight grade students from the cur-
rent Religious Education class, as well as eight graders from 
last year will be receiving the sacrament. Requirements for 
all students for receiving the sacrament are as follows: 
On Saturday, March 30, 2019 there will be a  
mandatory retreat for  all students being confirmed at 
Mary, Mother of God, Hillsborough, NJ. More details will 
follow. 
There is $25.00 Confirmation fee which should have 
been paid at the time your child registered. If it hasn't been 
paid, please do so at this time. 
Also, 30 service hours must be completed.  
and if you are attending Religious Education Classes at this 
time, attendance is mandatory or the sacrament will not be 
administered.  
Your child must be attending Mass on a regular basis. 
Your child will not the receive the Sacrament if they are 
not going to Mass. 
We will need a copy of Baptism Certificate (if this Sacrament 
was held at our Parish, please let me know.) If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact the Parish Office. 

Joel Campbell                     Lukas Dalfonsi 
Charles Governali               Peter Heitz 
Michael Novelli         Stephen Yashinski 

If you know of a member of our parish family 
 serving in the U.S. Military, please let us know 

so we may add them to our list of  
Honoring Those Who Serve our Country.  

Lord watch over and guide them. 

Mount St. Mary House of Prayer 
1651 US Highway 22, Watchung, NJ 07069 

908-753-2091 

FOOTSTEPS IN THE GARDEN 

Women’s Retreat 
Do you ever wonder what God is doing and has done in 
your life, even without your help? In scripture,  
God says, “You will be like a watered garden.” (Is 58:11-12). 
The blooms in the garden take root in the silence.        
Although the garden needs tending and harvesting, often in 
our busyness, we miss the beauty that comes on its own and 
the footsteps of the One who scatters seeds of hope.  
Come to spend time in the garden of your life. 
Fri., Apr. 12, 6:45– 9:30 pm & Sat., Apr. 13, 10 am-5 pm.  
($100 for overnight guests; $75 for commuters) 
Facilitators: Paulette Cicero and Ellen Murphy 
Experienced spiritual and retreat directors. 

March 6th 

 8:00 am Mass &  
12 noon Prayer Service w/ashes 

Stations of  the Cross— 
Wednesdays at 12  noon  &  7:30  pm 
(Except on April 3, Noon only). 

More information 
To follow. 
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Offertory Collection Summary 
Supporting our Parish Mission...Your Stewardship 

 
 

Weekend of February 16 & 17, 2019 
Offertory………………………………….$3,697.00 
Parish Utilities…...……………….………$1,352.00 

Catholic Spirit (Residual)……...……………$5.00 
Catholic Spirit (Total)….…………………$740.00 

Weekend of February 17 & 18,  2018  
Offertory…………………………………$2,817.00 
Parish Utilities (Total)……………………$1,400.00 
Difference from  last year ………………...-$48.00 

 

“But rather, love your enemies and do good to them, and 
lend without expecting anything back.” (Luke 6:35) 
Easier said than done, right? But, if we are to imitate 
Christ, most of us need to practice mercy and compas-
sion more frequently. Start with the little daily annoy-
ances that we experience, the unkind word or hateful 
glance we receive. Instead of plotting revenge on that 
person, try saying a quick prayer for that person.  
Mercy and compassion will put us on the path to holiness. 

Our Parish Prayer List  
 Please pray for the Sick  

 
 

Bill Bizub                        Edna and Robert Carter         
Jane Chiesa                             Joan Chopay                    
Richard Fiedler                        Ann Marie Gill                    
Maryann Gosenski                   Gary Johnson                   
Roseanne Kielar                       Robert J. Kolibas               
Jerry Kovac                               Frank Krevis                   
Angelo & Antonia LaCorte     Ralph Lombardi                  
Beverly Marce                        Rudy Masler                         
Mary Moran                             Clare Obszanski                   
Betty Phelan                       Michael Roehrich                 
Mary Sullivan                           Evelyn Schweitzer                 
Maryann Skay                          Sr. Imelda Sorianos, O.P.     
Carolyn Yashinski                  Al & Helen Walulik              
Fr. Edward Flanagan               Fr. John Morley                     
Fr. Ron Jandernoa                   Randy & Julie Fisher 
and for all the sick not mentioned here. To add a name 
please call the Parish Office at (908) 725-0163 x10. 

Question: I read in the catechism that marriage is indis-
soluble. Why then does the Church issue annulments? 
Answer: Sacramental marriage is indeed indissoluble. 
You can find this in several places in the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church. Indissolubility is foundational to the 
union of marriage (CCC 1646) and required by spousal 
love (CCC 1644). This quality of marriage draws its 
meaning from the fidelity of Jesus to his Bride, the 
Church (CCC 1647). Spouses give themselves forever to 
each other. Through the vows and their consummation, 
the spouses form a covenantal bond that binds them as 
one. Indissolubility presumes and depends on this sacramental 
bond between the spouses. 
Sometimes, however, there are impediments to marriage 
that are overlooked, poorly understood, or unknown. It is 
possible that at the time of the vows, something was ei-
ther present or absent that made the consent invalid. The 
ceremony itself does not bring about the sacrament. The 
priest is the official witness of the Church, but he is not 
the minister of the sacrament. The husband and wife are 
the ministers of the sacrament to each other. Without the 
full, free, and able consent of the man and the woman, no 
sacrament takes place. An annulment does not destroy the 
marriage bond. It is an acknowledgement that the sacra-
mental bond did not form in the first place. 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK  The Cursillo 10th Annual Encounter With Christ will be 
held at Mary, Mother of God Parish, 157 South Triangle 
Rd, Hillsborough, on Saturday, April 6, 2019 from 8am 
to 3pm. Our distinguished speakers will be Fr. Glenn Su-
dano, CFR of the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal 
(Saint Joseph Friary, New York, NY) and Dcn. Sal Bon-
figlio, OFS (Secular Franciscan Order). The theme of 
the Encounter is "Our Lady of Guadalupe – Star of the 
New Evangelization".  
This year, the Metuchen Cursillo Movement is pleased to 
sponsor The Awakening, a multi-parish event that will 
help to prepare us for the diocesan consecration to Our 
Lady of Guadalupe. It will be an inspirational day of 
Talks, Music, Prayer, Lunch, Adoration, Confession, and 
celebration of the Mass. There is no charge for the event; 
but a free will offering will be accepted.  ALL ARE 
WELCOME.  To register, please log on to http://
metcursillo.org/events-encounter.htm   
Encounter Christ through Cursillo (pronounced “kur-see-yo”). 
Please see our web site www.metcursillo.org for more details.  

St. Joseph’s Senior Citizens  
Meet Tuesday, March 5, 12:00 pm  

in the School Auditorium 

Coming Soon to St. Joseph’s !  You are invited to Piroghy University 
Our Talented Staff will teach you to make our Delicious Homemade Piroghy.  

You are never too old to learn.  This is a valuable talent to learn and pass on to others.   
Classes are free and are held on: Wednesdays and Saturdays, at 9:00 am (watch the bulletin for dates). 

Class is held in the Old School Building 2nd. Floor in our Commercial kitchen.  
Use the elevator or the stairs. Donations of Wegmans All Purpose Flour Unbleached Enriched &  

Unbromated would be greatly appreciated. 
Call Captain Elaine at (908) 369-7051 for more information. 

Your diploma is Heaven sent to eternity! 
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St. Joseph Seniors Monthly Bus Trip  
Atlantic City Casinos 
Tuesday, March 00, 2019 
Bus leaves 9:00 am SHARP! 

Bus leaves from the Raritan Mall Parking  lot  on Route 
206  & Orlando Drive  (opposite car wash).   
Seats open! Must be 21 & over.  For more information 
and to reserve a seat call : John Hudak  at (908) 725-0051.  

Immaculata High School to Host 
"Immaculata Difference" 

Inviting all 6th, 7th, and 8th grade families to an intimate, 
informative event regarding your high school decision-
making process. Families interested in transferring into 
Grades 10 and 11 are also welcome. 
Thursday, February 28th, 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Immaculata High School,  
240 Mountain Avenue,  

Somerville 
For more information and to RSVP, please vis-
it www.ImmaculataHighSchool.org/Difference 

Food Bank Weekends 
We collect all  

non-perishable foods, 
trial size toiletries for 
our local food bank. 
Bring a bag to Mass 

for the less fortunate. 

SEASONAL REFLECTION 
 

A Prayer for Workers 
God our Creator, 
Your Word worked wonders to create  
the heavens and the earth and all they contain. 
Jesus Christ our Savior and Brother, 
You labored alongside your foster father Joseph, 
living the life of an ordinary worker. 
Holy Spirit, we are baptized into your life. 
You live and move and have your being in us 
as we go about our daily tasks. 
On this Employee Appreciation Day, 
may all who work recognize their intrinsic value. 
Show them that their worth depends not 
on any task, responsibility, or skill. 
Remind them that their dignity lies in You, oh Lord. 
In all of our labors,  
may we remember that we imitate You. 
Amen.  

                              Caregiver Retreat 

         Saturday, March 9, 2019 

 “I Just Can’t Do This Anymore… 

Finding the Blessings in Caregiving”  
 

The Caregiver Ministry of St. Joseph’s Church in Hillsborough is 
having its semi-annual retreat for all Caregivers.  If you are a 
Caregiver for a spouse, child, parent, friend, or patient, this retreat 
is for you! Fr. Hank Hilton will begin the morning by sharing his 
caregiving journey. Hospice nurses will then present on how to 
care for yourself while managing the demands of caregiving. 

��  The morning will begin with Mass at 8:30 am
(optional) 

�� The Program will begin in the Parish Hall at 9 am 

�   The morning ends with a free buffet lunch at 11:30 am 
 

For additional information / registration, contact 
Carol Jorgensen at (908)369-7143 or 
 carolj623@comcast.net 
St. Joseph’s Parish, 34 Yorktown Road, Hillsborough, NJ 

For Life and Mercy 
“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympa-
thize with our weakness, but one who has similarly been 
tested in every way yet without sin.” … “Those who are 
well do not need a physician, but the sick do. I did not 
come to call the righteous but sinners.” Most people who 
have had an abortion later deeply regret that action. We 
must be the heralds of hope and welcome. Yes, we must 
invite them to come back home, to Jesus, Who stands ready 
to forgive them. Indeed, having the mind and heart of 
Christ, we offer hope, welcome and practical help to those 
struggling with making a decision about abortion and other 
life issues and to those who have wrongly decided. They 
will be forgiven if they are truly contrite and seek out 
Christ in the person of the priest in the confessional.  
The call to be “for life” is intrinsic to Christ’s call to us at 
Baptism: “Follow me.” Asking the help of our blessed 
Mother, let our witness for life be clear, convincing and, 
above all, Christ-like. After all, as baptized members of the 
Church, we are “the people of life and for life, and this is 
how we must present ourselves to everyone”  
(cf. Evangelium Vitae, 78).  
-- Most Rev. Paul Loverde, Bishop Emeritus of Arlington   
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Monday, February 25, 2019  
8:00 +Patrick and Helen Lloyd 
Priest of the Day – Rev. Abraham Lotha 

Tuesday, February 26, 2019  
8:00 am +Rev. Gus Kulbis, O.S.M. 
Priest of the Day– Rev. Edmund Luciano III 
Wednesday, February 27, 2019 
8:00 am + Rose Tozzi 
Priest of the day– Rev. Robert Lynam 
Thursday, February 28, 2019 
8:00 am + Barbara Dobrosky 
Priest of the day– Rev. Msgr. Richard Lyons 
Friday, March 1, 2019  
8:00 am + Francis & Helen Marcin 
Priest of the Day – Rev. Edgar Madarang 
Saturday, March 2, 2019 
Confessions 3:00-3:30 pm 
Vigil Mass of the Eight Sunday in Ordinary Time 
4:00 pm + Deceased Obszanski Family 
Priest of the Day – Rev. Msgr. Gregory Malovetz 
Sunday, March 3, 2019   
The Eight Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:00 am Mass for the People of the Parish 
10:30 am + Melvin Kuleszczyk 

Priest of the Day – Rev. Sebastian Mathew, VC 
+ denotes deceased. 
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� From the desk of your Pastor, 
My brothers and sisters, since last July, due to a short-
age of priests to serve; I fill in for a 48 shift every third 
week at the hospital.  I am on call for emergencies 24 
hours each day.  Just a reminder to you, PLEASE DO 
NOT WAIT until the very last minute to call a 
priest for  the sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 
(a.k.a Last Rites) Sometimes last minute, we are unable 
to get there when you need us most due to a scheduling 
conflict.  Anointing of the Sick can be given to a pa-
tient over and over again.  I would prefer to be able to 
speak to the sick person, hear their confession and give 
them the Holy Eucharist, if they are able to consume it.   
When you enter the hospital you sign a form that in-
forms you about H.I.P.P.A. laws.  These laws are for 
your protection against nuisance people coming into 
the hospital to visit you.  There laws are for your priva-
cy and protection.  I cannot just call the hospital any-
more and ask if you are a patient there.  The hospital 
cannot tell me because of the H.I.P.P.A Laws.  So, if 
you are going into the hospital and would like a visit 
from me, please inform us that you will be entering a 
healthcare facility.  God has not given me the gift of 
reading your mind.  If you move from the hospital to a 
care facility, the same law applies. They cannot tell us 
where you have been transferred.  You or your family 
are the only ones who can tell us where you are.   
The holy season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, 
March 6, 2019. Please r efer  to future bulletins for  
more information on the Season of Lent and Easter.  
F.Y.I.– Jim and I are having trouble contacting some 
of you because you have changed your phone number 
or email address.  There is a form almost every week in 
this bulletin that asks you if there are any changes.  
Please send in your new phone numbers, including 
your cell and email address for our records.  WE DO 
NOT GIVE YOUR PERSONAL INFORMATION 
OUT TO ANYONE, EVER.   Please update your 
personal phone and email with us if you have 
changed either one in the last year.  Thank you!!! 
A footnote here: I speak with pr iests from all over  
our country and one comment I hear most often is that 
some people need our help but are too shy to ask or do 
not want to burden us with their problems.  Most of our 
ministry is listening to other people and discussing 
their needs or problems.  I am here to help, simply ask 
and I will see what I can do to help.   
One final note: I am asking you to pray for all victims 
of clergy abuse and I am also asking you to pray for all 
priests during tis time.  Our Lord will see us through 
this trial in the Church.  Jesus Christ is in charge. 
God bless you, Father Ken 

Ministry Schedule-March 2 & 3 2019 
Saturday                                4:00 pm Mass 
Reader:………………………………………………….Jim P. 
Ministers of the Eucharist:……………………………Irene A. 
Sunday                                  8:00 am Mass 
Reader:……..……………………………………….Victor S. 
Ministers of the Eucharist:…………………………Barbara V. 
Sunday                                 10:30 am Mass 
Reader:…..……………………………...…………….Steve S. 
Ministers of the Eucharist:……………………………...Bill F. 

C����� I������	�
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Sanctuary Candle 
Deceased Parishioners of St. Joseph’s 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
Right of the Unborn 
St. Joseph Candle 
+ Kenneth Green 
Paschal Candle-2018 
In Memory of  John and Helen Koval 

 Prayer Bowl Requests  
 

Prayer Bowl slips are now located in the  
yellow bowl at the Front Entrance of the 
Church or you may place them in the  
Collection Basket.  
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GOSPEL MEDITATION  FOR  THIS WEEK  

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

This Sunday, Jesus continues his challenging Sermon on the 
Mount. "Love your enemies, do good to those who hate 
you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat 
you ? Give to everyone who asks of you, and from the one 
who takes what is yours do not demand it back." Words like 
these are challenging! Many of us have grown up in a cul-
ture of independence and retaliation against those who harm 
us. Today's Gospel reminds us that the way of the world is 
not necessarily the way of the disciple. 
In many spiritual texts, saints describe the first stage of the 
spiritual life as mercenary love of God. That is, we love 
Him because he "pays" us with graces and good things. 
Consider for a moment, why do you do the good that you 
do? Take volunteering, for example. How often do we talk 
about the good feelings service evokes and how you "get so 
much more than you give." This is still based on an attitude 
of return on our investment. Would we volunteer if we 
knew it was good to do, but we didn't "feel" good after-
ward? What if the people we helped seemed ungrateful, or if 
someone at the food pantry stole $20 out of our purse? It 
can be difficult to love people when we think we might not 
get anything back. "For if you love those who love you, 
what credit is that to you?" 
As Christians, we are called to imitate God. We follow a 
God who loves not only His closest friends, but who loves 
betrayers, deniers, and crucifiers. The Christian walk is one 
of perseverance and sacrifice. What does your love look 
like?  

"Love your enemies and do good to those who hate you." 
We do not like hearing these words, but they are at the heart 
of Jesus' teaching. When we are hurt, we want to get defen-
sive and fight back. We prefer engaging in battle with some-
thing that is negative and evil rather than returning a heart 
of love. It is easy to love those who will love us back and 
much harder to love those who may not. But there is no 
credit to be found in simply surrounding ourselves with 
friends. Jesus wants to push us out of our comfort zones. 
We still find ourselves judging others and condemning them 
when the order of the Gospel is forgiveness and mercy. 
Why are we so unwilling to let go of the control? Perhaps 
the answer is found in a failure to love and an absence of faith.  

I sometimes spend more money than I should. I make deci-
sions based upon my wants and not my needs. Those actions 
can create a financial difficulty or circumstance where more 
sacrifice is needed. Instant gratification or selfish impulses 
can create havoc in one's bank account, marriage, or family. 
All these issues to deal with simply because I wanted what I 
wanted and I got it. Yes, it sounds like the actions of a child. 
However, I know I am not alone. We all can easily find our-
selves acting in this manner. This is why it struck me to lis-
ten once again to the words of Jesus when he says, "Do to 
others as you would have them do to you." The words are 
reminiscent of another of Jesus' phrases, "Love your neigh-
bor as yourself." The problem is that too often I would like 
for others to fulfill my wants instead of needs, and I can seem-
ingly love myself by doing what I already mentioned above. 
A stewardship way of life means that I wisely steward what 
I have, and I cannot give what I do not have. Have you ever 
given someone a present you couldn't afford and think that 
was love? It wasn't. We don't show love by giving what we 
do not possess. We show love by meeting another's needs 
and by sharing our very self with them. At our core, what 
we long for from others more than anything else is love. 
Would I have others give me lavish gifts and shower me 
with empty compliments or would I have them give to me 
something much more valuable: the love in their hearts? In 
turn, I need to love myself more by realizing that no pur-
chase will offer fulfillment more than the love of God 
shown to me in Christ Jesus. -Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS   

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  

First Reading: Today's reading is an excerpt from a 
longer story of how King David spared Saul's life. David 
was determined not to murder Saul - "the Lord's anointed" - 
despite Saul seeking to kill David. What does this reveal 
about the character of King David?   
Second Reading: As Paul begins to draw to a close his 
discussion on the resurrection of Christ, he contrasts the 
first man (Adam) with the last Adam (Christ). What do you 
find most interesting about Paul's insights about Adam and Christ?  
Gospel Reading: Jesus implores his followers to love their ene-
mies and to stop judging others. How do you measure yourself 
against these moral imperatives?  

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK  

"Act and God will act, work and He will work." 
 -St. Joan of Arc  

CATHOLIC QUOTES 

The Lord is kind and merciful... 
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THIS SPACE IS

 416 Bell Avenue, P.O. Box #1, Raritan, NJ 08869

(908) 725-1887
Over 100 Years of Bongiovi

Family Service to the Community

Anna Louise Bongiovi, CFSP, Mgr/Owner 

NJ Lic. No. 2817

Electrical & Plumbing Contractors
One Call Does It All 

908-359-6140
Over 70 Years Success - Third Generation

ALL PLUMBING • ALL ELECTRICAL
ALL HEATING • ALL EXCAVATION

ALL DRAINAGE • ALL HOME REPAIRS
Elect. Lic. #4939 • Plumb. Lic #6954

Contact Donna Delgrosso to place an ad today! 
ddelgrosso@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6295 

Lous Firearms
 .com

CHRISTOPHER COLE

HOURS  10-7 mon-fri, 9-4 sat

PHONE  908-725-5251

EMAIL  guns@lousgunshop.com

91 W Somerset Street
Raritan, NJ 08869

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Joseph, Raritan, NJ 03-0719

IDEAL AUTO BODY
COLLISION EXPERTS

PROMPT QUALITY SERVICE
35 Old York Road, Bridgewater

7 2 5 - 5 9 0 0

Italian Restaurant
705 Route 202 N.
Bridgewater, New Jersey 08807
908-429-1410
Fax: 908-429-3063
Reservations Suggested
www.cafeemilia.com

Bruce C. VanArsdale, Mgr.    NJ Lic. No.3521

Brittany V. Peluso, Director   NJ Lic. No.5137

111 N. Gaston Ave.
Somerville, NJ 08876
908-725-3111

www.brucecvanarsdalefuneralhome.com

DESIGNER BLINDS AND CUSTOM DRAPES
2 Clerico Lane, Suite 211, Carriage Farm, Hillsborough, NJ 08844

908-829-4378
1067 Hwy 202 North

Branchburg, NJ
(Meadow Plaza)

We Deliver • 908-203-8666

Raritan Agway
Your source for pet, animal, lawn and garden supplies

908-725-9252
77 Thompson Street, Raritan, NJ 08869


