
The Catholic Community of 

Saint Joseph 

 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
We, the Catholic Community of  St. Joseph, 

are committed to follow Jesus Christ. 
Through the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we 
strive to be good stewards in our lives. We 

pray for peace, forgiveness, and for one  
another as Christ loves us!

 

 MASS SCHEDULE 
 

   Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 pm 
   Sunday: 8:00 am & 10:30 am 

  Monday through Friday: 8:00 am 
 

Holy Days of Obligation 
  7:30 pm Vigil (Evening before)            
   and 8:00 am on the Holyday. 

 

 SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturday: 3:00–3:30 pm  

or anytime by appointment 
 
 

R.C.I.A 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults  
Robert Paulishak, Coordinator 

 

Religious Formation/Catechesis  
 

Parish Sacramental Preparation 
Grades 1 through 8 

 Sundays: 9:15 am – 10:15 am  
For more information,  
call the Parish Office. 

 
 

REV. KENNETH R. KOLIBAS 
PASTOR 

 

 Chaplain In Residence 
REV. LAZARO PEREZ 

R.W.J.B. HOSPITAL AT SOMERSET 
 
 

Director of Sacred Music 
David Shirley 

 

Parish Trustees 
Irene Amitrani, James Piccolo 

 
 

Parish Office Manager and 
Bulletin Editor-Webmaster 

 

James Piccolo 
 

Please send articles to: 
E-Mail: parishoffice@sjraritan.org 

 

Parish Website 
stjosephraritan.weconnect.com 

 

Parish Address/Phone/Fax 
16 East Somerset Street 
Raritan, NJ  08869-2102 

 
 

(908) 725-0163 x 10 
 

FAX—(908) 725-2333 
Office Hours: 

Monday through Friday 
8:30 am—1:00 pm 

Evening hours by appointment 

The Bishop’s Annual Appeal is going on now…Make a 
sacrificial gift during this Lenten Season to the Appeal 
and you will be sharing your gift with others to help the 

less fortunate in our Diocese.  May God bless you! 
Please use parish code-20084 for St. Joseph, Raritan 
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2019 Paschal  (Easter) Candle  
This 42” by 2” candle  made of 51% 
bees wax and is available for a fam-
ily to memorialize a deceased fami-
ly or for a deceased individual of a 
family.  Please contact Jim at (x 10) 
or Fr. Ken at (x11) at the Parish Of-
fice at (908) 725-0163 if you are in-
terested.   The candle is lit during 
the entire Easter Season, for all 
Baptisms and funerals and other 
special liturgical occasions.  
Suggested donation is $300.00. 

Pope to Dads: Be Like St. Joseph 
Pope Francis spoke about fatherhood in on of his general 
audiences reminding fathers to model their lives after St. 
Joseph, whose feast the Church celebrates on March 19.  
“A good father teaches his children by giving a daily exam-
ple of love and integrity,” the Holy Father observed He also 
expressed his hope that all fathers strive “to protect their 
children and to teach them wisdom, faith and integrity,” like 
St. Joseph.   From National Catholic Register Culture of Life 

Dear St. Joseph Church,  
Thank you so much for your very generous do-
nations to the Pregnancy Aid Center! Your con-
tinuous support is greatly appreciated by our 
babies and moms alike! God Bless you! 
Pregnancy Aid Center Volunteers. 

Oh, St. Joseph, whose protec�on is so great, so strong, so 
prompt before the throne of God. I place in you all my interests 
and desires. Oh, St. Joseph, do assist me by your powerful in-
tercession, and obtain for me from your divine Son all spiritual 
blessings, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. So that, having en-
gaged here below your heavenly power, I may offer my thanks-
giving and homage to the most loving of Fathers.                                            
Oh, St. Joseph, I never weary of contempla�ng you, and Jesus 
asleep in your arms; I dare not approach while He reposes near 
your heart. Press Him in my name and kiss His fine head for me 
and ask him to return the Kiss when I draw my dying breath. 
St. Joseph, Patron of depar�ng souls - Pray for me. 
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Ministry Schedule-March 23 & 24 2019 
Saturday                                4:00 pm Mass 
Reader:………………………………………………….Bob P. 
Ministers of the Eucharist:…………………………..Teresa G. 
Sunday                                  8:00 am Mass 
Reader:……..……………………………………….Victor S. 
Ministers of the Eucharist:…………………………Barbara V. 
Sunday                                 10:30 am Mass 
Reader:…..……………………………...…………….Steve S. 
Ministers of the Eucharist:…………………………..Agnes N. 
Altar Server…………………………………………...Lizzy B. 

Monday, March 18, 2019  
St. Cyril of Jerusalem 
8:00 am + Nancy Galiher 
Priest of the Day – Rev. Thomas Myadil, OCD 

Tuesday, March 19, 2019  
St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
8:00 am + Jenna Magliulo 
Priest of the Day– Rev. Raymond Nacarino 
Wednesday, March 20 
8:00 am + George & Helen Zelus 
12:00 pm Stations of the Cross 
7:30 pm Stations of the Cross 
Priest of the day– Rev. Thomas Naduviledathu, SDV 
Thursday, March 21, 2019 
8:00 am + Joseph Walulik 
Priest of the day– Rev. Gilles Njobam, CMF 
Friday, March 22, 2019  
8:00 am + Mary Schimmel 
Priest of the Day – Rev. Brian Nolan 
Saturday, March 23, 2019 
St. Turibus 
Confessions 3:00-3:30 pm 
Vigil Mass of the Third Sunday of Lent 
4:00 pm + Lee & George Paulishak 
Priest of the Day – Rev. Nicolas Norena 
Sunday, February March 24, 2019   
The Third Sunday of Lent 
 8:00 am + Andrew Kovac 
10:30 am Mass for the People of the Parish 
Priest of the Day – Rev. Charles O’Conner 
+ denotes deceased. 
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Sanctuary Candle 
Bishop James Checchio, Our Shepherd 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
+ Teresa Kovac 
St. Joseph Candle 
Parishioners of St. Joseph’s Parish 
Paschal Candle-2018 
In Memory of  John and Helen Koval 

For Our Records 
 

( ) New Parishioner       ( ) Moving out of the Parish 
( ) Change of Address     ( ) Send Envelopes 
( ) Sick at home, in the hospital, or a care facility, or a local 
rehabilitation facility.  Drop this in the collection basket. 
Name                                                    
 

Address                                                    

City                              Zip                     
 

Phone #                                                  
 

Email address:                                            

Question: Who invented the Stations of the Cross?  
Answer: The fir st Stations of the Cross were walked by 
Jesus himself on the way to Calvary. Known as the "Via 
Dolorosa" ("The Way of Suffering") or the "Via Cru-
cis" ("The Way of the Cross"), it was marked out from the 
earliest times and was a traditional walk for pilgrims who 
came to Jerusalem. The early Christians in Jerusalem would 
walk the same pathway that Jesus walked, pausing for re-
flection and prayer. Later, when Christians could not travel 
to the Holy Land, artistic depictions of "The Way of the 
Cross" were set up in churches, or outside, and Christians 
would walk from station to station, reading the Gospel ac-
count of the Passion or simply praying and reflecting on 
each event. While the content or place of each station had 
changed, the intention was to make a mini-pilgrimage and 
follow - literally - in the footsteps of Jesus. 
This devotion became better known in the Middle Ages, and 
the Franciscans are credited with its spread. Lent is a time 
when many people make the Stations, and some churches 
present Passion plays or Living Stations. But anyone can 
pray the Stations at any time. It is a simple and personal re-
flection on the passion of Jesus and what it means to us. 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK  

Mount St. Mary House of Prayer 
1651 US Highway 22, Watchung, NJ 07069 

908-753-2091 
THROUGH THE EYES OF WOMEN: 
A LENTEN JOURNEY 
Join us for this six-week women’s program based on the book 
Walk In Her Sandals by Kelly Wahlquist  as a prayerful and  
creative way to enter into Lent, Easter, and Pentecost. Wed, 9:30 - 
11 am; final session Sat,* 9:30-12 pm. ($120-$180 as you are able) 
Mar 13 - Gift of Receptivity 
Mar 20 - Gift of Generosity 
Mar 27 - Gift of Sensitivity 
Apr 3 - Gift of Prayer 
Apr 10 - Gift of Maternity 
May 11* - Gift of the Holy Spirit 
Facilitators: Palma Anton, Meg Chouinard, 
Nancy Kennedy, Donna McCabe, Eileen Smith, RSM 
Book available for purchase prior to the first session. 
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 Prayer Bowl Requests  
 

Prayer Bowl slips are now located in the yellow 
bowl at the Front Entrance of the Church or 
you may place them in the Collection Basket.  

Supporting our Parish Mission...Your Stewardship 
Offertory Collection Summary 

 
 

Ash Wednesday, March 6, 2019 
..…………………………………………………$967.00 

Ash Wednesday February 14, 2018 
..…………………………………………………$729.00 

Weekend of March 9 & 10, 2019  
Offertory…………………………………….$2,993.00 
Parish Utilities (Residual)………………………$90.00 
Parish Utilities (Total)………………………$1,361.00 

 

Weekend of March 10 & 11, 2018  
Offertory…………………………………….$3,150.00 
Difference from  last year ………………….-$157.00 
Parish Utilities (total)………………………..$1,607.00 
Difference from  last year ………………….-$246.00 
“I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chal-
deans to give you this land as a possession.” (Genesis 15:7) 
Just as the Lord gave Abraham, Moses and the Israel-
ites a land to possess, He has also given each of us a 
home. Whether your home is grand or humble, it is a 
gift from God. Abraham prepared a great sacrifice to 
the Lord in gratitude for the home God gave him. How 
do you show your gratitude to God for the home He 
has given you? Do you make a sacrifice of any kind? 
Do you return any of your finances to God, investing 
equally in your eternal home just as you invest in your 
earthly home? 

Food Bank Weekends  
We collect all  

non-perishable foods, 
 trial size toiletries for 
our local food bank. 

Bring a bag to Mass for 
the less fortunate. 

From the desk of your Pastor, 
As we turned our clocks ahead last week; we now turn 
from Winter to Spring on March 20, 2019.  Signs of 
new life in Spring are popping up all over the place.  
This should be a reminder for us to look to renew and 
strengthen our relationship with the Lord.  Have you 
looked on our website recently?  Click on the button 
for sacraments and there you will find several short 
and interesting videos on the sacraments.  I hope you 
will view these and pass them on to your friends or 
have them also look at our website.  You will also find 
the weekly bulletin and past issues on there also. 
Our parish continues Stations of the Cross at Noon and 
7:30 pm each Wednesday. There will be no evening 
stations on Wednesday, April 3rd due to the celebra-
tion of the Sacrament of Confirmation.  If you are look-
ing for some ideas to make your Lenten Season more 
meaningful; why not turn to the web and visit diometu-
chen.org and see what our diocese is offering.   
A sacrifice for Lent can be as simple as getting up ear-
lier to attend one or two daily masses a week.  Saying a 
rosary for vocations and picking up your family or per-
sonal Bible and read a short passage from scripture.   
Whatever you chose to do this Lent; do it for the Lord.  
Make some positive changes in your attitude and see 
how you can affect the lives of others by volunteering 
your time and talent to make someone’s life better.  
Can you spare two hours for service to your parish?  
The Piroghy Team works hard each Wednesday and 
Saturdays mornings. Take the elevator to the 2nd floor 
of our parish center (school building) and join the 
team making our homemade piroghy .  They are a 
friendly bunch who could use some extra hands.  May 
our Lord continue to strengthen you during this Lenten  
Season by opening your hearts to listen to the Lord.  
See how much better your life can be.   

Sincerely yours in Christ, Father Ken 
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Our Parish Prayer List  
 Please pray for the Sick  

Bill Bizub                               Edna and Robert Carter         
Jane Chiesa                            Joan Chopay                    
Richard Fiedler                     Ann Marie Gill                    
Maryann Gosenski                William Heitz 
Gary Johnson                        Roseanne Kielar                       
Robert J. Kolibas                   Jerry Kovac                               
Frank Krevis                    Angelo & Antonia LaCorte     
Ralph Lombardi                   Beverly Marce  
Rudy Masler                          Mary Moran                        
Clare Obszanski                    Betty Phelan  
Michael Roehrich                  Mary Sullivan                      
Evelyn Schweitzer                 Maryann Skay                      
Sr. Imelda Sorianos, O.P.     Carolyn Yashinski   
Al & Helen Walulik               Fr. Edward Flanagan          
Fr. John Morley                     Fr. Ron Jandernoa              
Randy & Julie Fisher            Fr. John Brundage 
and for all the sick not mentioned here. To add a name 
please call the Parish Office at (908) 725-0163 x10. 

Holiday Fruit/Nut Roll (Kolach) Sale 
  

  

Order now! Kolach Fruit/Nut/Poppy Rolls for Easter.   
Pre-paid orders only. Please place envelope/order form 
along with cash or check in the collection basket or to 
the Parish Office. 

Final day to place your order is: 
Monday, March 25th, No exceptions! 

The price is $16.00 per roll  
Make checks payable to: St. Joseph Church. 
Further information: please call the Parish Office at 
(908) 725-0163 x 10.  Pick-up date: April 13th & 14th  
after all Masses in the LOWER CHURCH HALL. 
  

Name__________________________________________ 
  
Phone__________________________________________ 
  
Nut Rolls____________      Poppy Seed  Rolls_________ 
  
Lekvar (Prune)_________          Apricot Rolls_________ 
  
Seedless Raspberry_________ 
 

New!!! Coconut Cream    
 

Total Price of Pre-paid Order________________ 

Palm Crosses  
 

Available Palm Sunday Weekend for your 
lawn or to place at the grave of a loved one. 
All pre-orders can be picked up at our Parish 
beginning Wednesday, April 10th. Our bows 
for the cross are made especially by Fr. Ken 
and are enclosed in a poly bag for freshness.  
All Pre-Orders must be placed by  
Sunday, March 31— $10.00 each.  
 

Name________________________  
Phone#_______________________  
Quantity_____________  
Total- $______________  
Pick up your palm cross April 10, 11 or 12th  in 
the Parish Office or in the Lower Church Hall 
on Saturday, April 13th & Sunday, April 14th 
after all the weekend masses. 

Parish Awakening Nights  
 

Awakening Nights are happening now all around the Dio-
cese of Metuchen. It's an Evening of Prayer, Preaching and 
Testimony centered on the message of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 
The Blessed Mother points to Christ and desires to lead each 
one of us into a deep and vibrant relationship with Him. 
Come and learn more! 
This week's services will be held on: Tuesday, March 19th: 
St. Brigid’s Parish in Peapack at 7 pm 
Wednesday, March 20th: St. Philip and James Parish in 
Phillipsburg at 7 pm. 
For a complete list of Parish Awakening Nights all through-
out the Diocese of Metuchen,  
visit https://lightingheartsonfire.org/parish-awakening-
nights All are welcome. Don’t miss out on the grace!   

On Saturday , March 30, 2019, St. James Parish in Basking 
Ridge will be hosting a “Men’s Lenten Afternoon of Prayer 
in the Year of Spiritual Awakening” featuring guest speaker 
Coach Pat Shurmur, head coach of the NY Giants.   
The afternoon will begin at 2 pm and end with a closing 
Mass at 4 pm with Bishop James Checchio as the celebrant.   
The event is free, however, registration is required.   
The event is being sponsored by the Diocese of Metuchen 
Secretariat for Family & Pastoral Life. Doors open at 1:30 pm.  
For more information or to register, call 732-243-4574 or 
visit:  http://diometuchen.org/mens-groups/.  
Fathers invite your sons and sons invite your fathers for an 
afternoon of spirituality and inspiration. 

This notice can now be found in all French 
churches:                                                       
En entrant dans cette église, il est possible que 
vous entendiez l'appel de Dieu.  Par contre, il n’est 
pas susceptible de vous contacter par téléphone.  
Merci d'avoir éteint votre téléphone.  Si vous 
souhaitez parler à Dieu, entrez, choisissez un 
endroit tranquille et parle lui.  Si vous souhaitez le 
voir, envoyez-lui un SMS en codusant.  
Translated it means:  It is possible that on entering 
this church, you may hear the Call of God.  
On the other hand, it is not likely that He 
will contact you by phone.  Thank you for 
turning off your phone.  If you would like 
to talk to God, come in, choose a quite 
place, and talk to Him.  If you would like to 
see Him, send Him a text while driving. 
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GOSPEL MEDITATION  FOR  THIS WEEK  

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

As we march through Lent, it can be easy to think it's all 
about sacrifice. No chocolate, no alcohol, no meat on Fri-
days. Yet here, only in the second week of Lent, we have 
the story of the transfiguration. This reading reminds us of 
the "why" behind what we do. We don't fast from dessert to 
lose weight. We don't donate money or serve others because 
it's merely a nice thing to do. Lent is about transformation! 
Peter, James, and John trudged up the mountainside behind 
Jesus. This must have been a difficult hike, because when 
they reached the top, "Peter and his companions had been 
overcome by sleep." Despite our best efforts, perhaps we, 
too, can be asleep to the deeper meaning of the Lenten sea-
son. Jesus is transfigured while they slumber, but eventually 
they become "fully awake, [and] they saw his glory and the 
two men standing with him." 
This is no small thing! The disciples witness Jesus in his 
divine splendor and see the miraculous apparitions of Moses 
and Elijah. The entire mountain becomes a spiritual break-
through. "A cloud came and cast a shadow over them, and 
they became frightened when they entered the cloud." These 
symbols are present in the Old Testament. They are present 
on Mount Sinai when Moses prayed alone and received the 
10 Commandments. Elijah had a similar experience when 
he prayed alone before God. But here are ordinary men, for-
mer fishermen, who have been drawn up into an adventure 
beyond their wildest expectations. Jesus is the Christ, the 
Messiah, the fulfillment of all that came before. But Christi-
anity is not the religion of the elite, where only the select 
few are allowed to participate. We are all invited into spir-
itual transformation. Lent is a privileged time for this!  

Our minds are often preoccupied with the things of this 
world, and we forget about the things of heaven. We live 
our lives as if what we see before us is all there is and al-
most place the truth of eternity on hold until it is absolutely 
necessary to confront it. We fail to see the connection be-
tween earth and heaven and to see the road of transfor-
mation we are all called to travel. When Jesus was transfig-
ured before his disciples, they saw the truth of who he was. 
Earth and heaven were wed that day, just as they will one 
day come together for us. God desires to transfigure us as 
well, changing our earthly body into our heavenly one. We 
miss our true destiny if we don't factor this into the choices 
we make and the paths we choose to walk.  

Where do you live? I live in North Carolina. There I pay 
taxes, own a home, and belong to a parish. North Carolina is 
in the United States, so I also abide by federal laws, pay tax-
es, and vote for candidates in all sorts of elections. I identify 
as an American and try my best to meet certain expectations 
placed on me by the government, state, and fellow Ameri-
cans. I do certain things because of my identity. 
Paul wrote to the Philippians, "Our citizenship is in heaven." 
Being a U.S. citizen living in North Carolina places certain 
requirements on me. How many of us "citizens of heaven" 
take seriously the expectations and requirements of that citi-
zenship? Sometimes we act like nothing is truly required of us.  
Stewardship as a way of life requires us to take seriously 
what it means to be a citizen of heaven. We are called to 
follow the laws of the land we live in on this earth, but we 
are called to adhere to an even greater authority. Whether it 
be our call to act with charity and love or to follow the precepts 
of the Church, we must take seriously our status as citizen. 
Unfortunately, many don't take seriously their citizenship on 
this earth either. People have given their very lives so that 
we may have to freedom to be citizens of our country and 
our state. Of course, many people have died for the citizen-
ship of heaven as well. So it comes down to the question, 
who are you and to whom do you belong? -Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS  

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  

First Reading: Abraham's trust in the covenantal prom-
ises of the Lord was deemed an act of righteousness. When 
have you had to completely trust the Lord?  
Second Reading: Paul urges believers in the Philippian 
community to see him and Timothy as models of faith in 
Jesus Christ. To whom do you model your faith in Christ? 
Gospel Reading: In the transfiguration, the divinity of 
Christ was revealed to Peter, John, and James. Why do you 
think the apostles initially told no one what they had seen?   

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK  

CATHOLIC QUOTES 
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Joel Campbell                     Lukas Dalfonsi 
Charles Governali               Peter Heitz 
Michael Novelli         Stephen Yashinski 

If you know of a member of our parish family 
 serving in the U.S. Military, please let us know 

so we may add them to our list of  
Honoring Those Who Serve our Country.  

Lord watch over and guide them. 

Stations of the Cross  
will be offered twice each 
Wednesday afternoon at  

12:00 Noon and  
Wednesday evenings at  

7:30 pm 
Note: There will be no Evening  
Stations of the Cross on April 3 

due to the celebration of the  
Sacrament of Confirmation. 

From the Breastplate of St. Patrick: 
Christ be with me, Christ within me, 
Christ behind me, Christ before me, 
Christ beside me, Christ to win me, 
Christ to comfort and restore me, 
Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, 
Christ in the hearts of all that love me, 
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger. 

This weekend, parishes throughout the Diocese of Metuchen 
are celebrating Bishop’s Annual Appeal In-Pew Weekend.  
Our goal is for every family to participate.  Every gift, no 
matter the size, is important and greatly appreciated.   
Together, we are working to become kindling that is set 
aflame by the Holy Spirit, allowing God’s love and power 
to burn more brightly here in the Diocese of Metuchen. 
Thank you for actively participating in this mission by your 
financial support. To date, the Development Office has re-
ceived pledges totaling $ 8,330.00 and payments totaling  
$7,730.00 from 44 parishioners. This represents 33.3% of 
your $25,000.00 goal. Thank you for your efforts . 
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 416 Bell Avenue, P.O. Box #1, Raritan, NJ 08869

(908) 725-1887
Over 100 Years of Bongiovi

Family Service to the Community

Anna Louise Bongiovi, CFSP, Mgr/Owner 

NJ Lic. No. 2817

Electrical & Plumbing Contractors
One Call Does It All 

908-359-6140
Over 70 Years Success - Third Generation

ALL PLUMBING • ALL ELECTRICAL
ALL HEATING • ALL EXCAVATION

ALL DRAINAGE • ALL HOME REPAIRS
Elect. Lic. #4939 • Plumb. Lic #6954

Contact Donna Delgrosso to place an ad today! 
ddelgrosso@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6295 

Lous Firearms
 .com

CHRISTOPHER COLE

HOURS  10-7 mon-fri, 9-4 sat

PHONE  908-725-5251

EMAIL  guns@lousgunshop.com

91 W Somerset Street
Raritan, NJ 08869

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Joseph, Raritan, NJ 03-0719

IDEAL AUTO BODY
COLLISION EXPERTS

PROMPT QUALITY SERVICE
35 Old York Road, Bridgewater

7 2 5 - 5 9 0 0

Italian Restaurant
705 Route 202 N.
Bridgewater, New Jersey 08807
908-429-1410
Fax: 908-429-3063
Reservations Suggested
www.cafeemilia.com

Bruce C. VanArsdale, Mgr.    NJ Lic. No.3521

Brittany V. Peluso, Director   NJ Lic. No.5137

111 N. Gaston Ave.
Somerville, NJ 08876
908-725-3111

www.brucecvanarsdalefuneralhome.com

DESIGNER BLINDS AND CUSTOM DRAPES
2 Clerico Lane, Suite 211, Carriage Farm, Hillsborough, NJ 08844

908-829-4378
1067 Hwy 202 North

Branchburg, NJ
(Meadow Plaza)

We Deliver • 908-203-8666

Raritan Agway
Your source for pet, animal, lawn and garden supplies

908-725-9252
77 Thompson Street, Raritan, NJ 08869


