
The Roman Catholic Community of  Saint Joseph 
16 East Somerset Street, Raritan, NJ 08869 

  

We, the Catholic Community of  St. Joseph, 
are committed to follow Jesus Christ. Through 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we strive to be 
good stewards in our lives. We pray for peace,  
forgiveness, and for one another as Christ loves us! 

Baptisms 
Baptisms are usually held on Saturday mornings any-
time throughout the year (with the exception of the 
Lenten Season). Parents must be registered parishion-
ers and complete a Baptismal Preparation class. It is 
required that godparents are no less than 16 years of 
age and have completed the three Sacraments of Initia-
tion: Baptism, Holy Communion and Confirmation. If 
the godparents are a married couple, they need to have 
been married by the Catholic Church. Please contact 
the Parish Office to arrange for the class and the date of 
Baptism.   

Sponsor Certificates  
Sponsors (Godparents) for Baptism and Confirmation 
are required to verify their eligibility. They must be 
fully initiated Catholic who actively practice their faith 
and are in good standing with the Church. For more 
information please contact the Parish Office. 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 
If you are considering becoming Catholic, or desire to 
complete your sacraments, please contact the Parish 
Office for more information about RCIA. 

Pastoral Care of the Sick 
Please call the rectory and let us know when a member 
of your family is in the hospital so a priest can arrange 
to visit them. Make sure you contact the Pastoral Care 
Office in the hospital so the Chaplain can bring you 
communion daily. In the event of an emergency 
please call 908 392-7962 anytime of the day or night. 

Marriages 
Please call the office to meet with the Pastor as soon as 
you become engaged and before any preparations are 
made. Arrangements should be made one year in ad-
vance. Couples preparing for marriage must attend re-
quired Pre-Cana sessions within the Diocese along with 
F.O.C.C.U.S. and sessions with your Parish Priest or 
Deacon. 

Under the Pastoral Care of the Priests and brothers of 
the Congregation of the Oratory of St. Philip Neri. 
 

Rev. Kevin P. Kelly, C.O. ……………Administrator 
James Piccolo………………..Parish Office Manager 
Anthony Nardino……...Director of Music & Liturgy 
 

Masses 
Saturday…………………………….4:00 pm English 
Sunday……………………………...8:00 am Spanish 
…………………………………….10:00 am English 
……………………………………12:00 pm Spanish 
Holy Days……………………………Vigil: 7:30 pm 
…………………………….on the Holy Day 8:00 am  
 

Daily Masses 
St. Joseph’s: Monday & Friday…………...8:00 am 
St Ann: Monday & First Fridays...……….7:00 pm 
Tuesday, Thursday & Friday………………..7:00 am 
Saturday……………………………………..9:00 am 
Holy Trinity: Tuesday & Friday………….7:00 pm 
Shrine of the Blessed Sacrament 
Monday-Friday…………………………….12:15 pm 
 

Confessions  
Saturday………………………………3:00 –3:30 pm 
or by appointment. 
 

Parish Office 
Hours…………..Monday-Friday 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
Phone/Fax …………….908 725-0163/908 725-2333 
Email…….………………parishoffice@sjraritan.org 
Fr. Kevin Email……………….frkevin@sjraritan.org 
Website………………………….www.sjraritan.com 
                                                        www.sjraritan.org 
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Monday, February 14, 2022 
8:00 am + Ann Marie Gill r/o Aunt Gert 
Priest of the Day – Rev. Joseph Krajewski 
Tuesday, February 15, 2022 
Priest of the Day– Rev. Michael Krull 
Wednesday, February 16, 2022 
Priest of the Day–Rev. Joseph Kubiak OFM Cap 
Thursday, February 17, 2022 
Priest of the Day– Rev. Wojciech Kusek, CSsR 
Friday, February 18, 2022 
8:00 am  + Anthony & Teresa Perna r/o Ida & Dennis 
Priest of the Day – Rev. James Kyrpszak 
Saturday, February 19, 2022 
4:00 pm Vigil of The Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
+ Caroline Yashinski r/o St. Joseph Church 
Priest of the Day –  Rev. Waldemar Latkowski, CSsR 
Sunday, February 20, 2022 
The Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 am       Pro Populo                                    Spanish 
10:00 am  + Marie Studna r/o Vic & Andy 
12:00 pm  + Mariana Cariño                       Spanish 
Priest of the Day – Rev. Msgr. Terrance Lawler 
 

Please pray for vocations to the Priesthood for our  
Diocese, and also for Religious Priests, Brothers and Sisters.  

Candle Intentions for this Week 

  W     
F  13, 2022 

Sanctuary Candle 
The Sanctuary Candle burning before the 
Blessed Sacrament this week is in memory 
of: + Frank Krachun, Jr. r/o Camille  

The Candles burning before the Blessed  
Virgin Mary  & St. Joseph are temporarily suspended. 
 

Paschal Candle-2021 
In Memory of  John M. Bauer  
r/o Georgette & Michael Bauer 

Readings for the Week 
 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Monday 
Jas 1:1-11; Mk 8:11-13 

 

Tuesday 
Jas 1:12-18; Mk 8:14-21 

 

Wednesday 
Jas 1:19-27; Mk 8:22-26 

 

Thursday 
Jas 2:1-9; Mk 8:27-33 

 

Friday 
Jas 2:14-24, 26; Mk 8:34—9:1 

 

Saturday 
Jas 3:1-10; Mk 9:2-13 

Bill Bizub 
Edna Carter 
Joseph Carter 
Jane Chiesa 
Joan Chopay 
Elizabeth Anne Dwyer 
Randy Fisher 
Tony & Sandy Franchino  
Arthur & Maryann Gosenski 
William Heitz 
John Hudak 
Gary Johnson 
Donna Kelly     
Roseanne Kielar 
Jerry Kovac 
Frank Krevis 

Antonia LaCorte 
Rosemary Lepri 
Ralph Lombardi 
Steve & Geri Max 
Jack McElhinney  
Francis M. Mishak, Sr. 
Pinzy & Rachel Petrone  
Betty Phelan 
Natasha Polinko 
Michael Roehrich 
Ed & Jen Satin 
Jack & Mary Sullivan 
Joseph Ungrady 
Richard Wisniewski 
Fr. John Morley 

Please keep long time parishioners the Yashinski Family 
in your thoughts and prayers as Joseph Yashinski passed 
away on February 4th. Also, Stephen Moffat, father of 
Anne Spolarich. 
Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord; and let perpetual light  
shine upon them. May their souls, and the souls of all the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  

Ceiling update! 
Amount received 

$114,749 

The Rosary is the “weapon”  
for these times.  

St. Padre Pio 
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First Reading: Jeremiah 17:5-8 
Jeremiah compares a man who seeks strength in flesh but 
abandons God to a bush in the desert, bereft of nourish-
ment and unable to grow. Yet a man who trusts in God is 
like a tree beside a river, fed & strengthened by it even 
during times of drought. 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20 
Paul addresses those who believe in Christ's teachings, but 
are not convinced that he rose from the dead. He calls their 
faith worthless, because they have not been freed from 
their sins. Paul then emphatically declares that Jesus did 
rise up again, as will all those who truly believe in him. 
Gospel: Luke 6:17, 20-26 
Jesus tells his followers that those who are insulted in this 
life because of him will be rewarded richly in heaven. Yet 
those well received by all will despair in heaven, since 
people had often respected false prophets and mistreated 
true prophets. Those who hunger, perhaps for spiritual 
knowledge, shall be filled. Yet those who are full in this 
life will be hungry. ©2000 Bon Venture Services 

Sunday’s Readings Retrouvaille 
February 25 – 27, 2022 

Stress In Your Marriage? 
• Do you feel lost, alone or bored in your marriage? 
• Are you frustrated, hurt or angry with your spouse? 
• Have you thought about separation or divorce? 
• Does talking about it only make it worse? 
RETROUVAILLE is a Lifeline to Help Couples Heal 
and Renew their Marriages sponsored by the Office 
of Family Life, Diocese of Metuchen, NJ. 
RETROUVAILLE consists of a weekend experience 
for married couples (no group discussions) with six 
follow-up sessions.  
The upcoming weekend is February 25 - 27, 2022. 
All inquiries are confidential. For further information, 
please contact Rich Colasuonno 732-236-0671 or An-
nette Colasuonno 732-672-0748 or email 
3024@helpourmarriage.org.   

Catholic School 2022-2023  
Tuition Assistance Online Application 
Process Open 
Families interested in applying for tuition assistance 
to attend an eligible Diocese of Metuchen 
elementary or high school may apply online now 
through FACTS Grant & Aid Assessment at 
https://online.factsmgt.com/aid. Online applications 
must be completed (including all required 
documentation) by no later than March 31, 2022.  
Applications are available in English and Spanish. 
Families that need assistance completing the online 
application or need access to a computer to apply 
should contact their school. 

Lectio Divina Scripture Sharing 
You are invited to share scripture with a small group of peo-
ple on Monday mornings 11 am–11:30 am. We reflect and 
share on the Gospel of that day. It is an investment of only 
one-half hour of your time, and we can assure you that the 
fruits of that one-half hour will be abundant. Make a commit-
ment for just one Monday, and if you like it, come back the 
next Monday. Start your week with prayer, community, and 
hope. We look forward to sharing this time with you! Bring 
your bible with you! Learn more about how to join this meet-
ing by visiting: https://diometuchen.org/onechurchtogether  

Virtual Women's Group -  
"The Screwtape Letters" 

 

All ladies are invited to join the Virtual Women's Group 
for their discussion of the C.S. Lewis classic,  
"The Screwtape Letters." Meetings will be held on 
Zoom each Sunday at 2:30 p.m. All that is required to 
attend is the purchase of the book.  
For details or to join, please contact Cristina 
D'Averso-Collins at cdaverso@diometuchen.org.  

"The Chosen" Study Series  
All young adult engaged and married couples are invited 
to join in a virtual study series based on the hit series,  
"The Chosen." A different episode will be discussed each 
meeting and virtual watch parties will be planned sporadi-
cally. Meetings will take place every other Monday even-
ing at 7:00 pm. on Zoom. For details or to join, please con-
tact Cristina D'Averso-Collins at 
cdaverso@diometuchen.org. 
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Su Palabra Hoy 
Por el Reverendo William J. Reilly 
Iglesia Católica El Santísimo Nombre, Garfield, NJ 
 

 

“¡Bendito el hombre que confía en el Señor y en 
él tiene puesta su confianza! El es como un árbol 
plantado al borde de las aguas, que extiende sus 
raíces hacia la corriente; no teme cuando llega el 
calor y su follaje se mantiene frondoso; no se in-
quieta en un año de sequía y nunca deja de dar 
fruto.” 
 

Ojalá que al escuchar a Jeremías hablar y utilizar la 
imagen de la naturaleza, reflexionemos sobre su ense-
ñanza.  ¿En dónde pongo mi confianza, quién es mi es-
peranza? 
 

Al experimentar los cambios climáticos, reflexionemos 
sobre el ‘Laudato Si’ del Papa Francisco, cuando vemos 
millones de hectáreas incendiándose, inundaciones de 
poblados enteros, y de siembras destruídas por falta de 
lluvia.  Las palabras de Jeremías deberían conmovernos 
profundamente.  La tierra y todo lo que contiene es un 
don y debemos cuidarla para la presente y las futuras 
generaciones. 
 

La mantra: ‘Jesús, en tí confío’ nos pide manifestar pre-
ocupación por toda la creación y personas. 

Lecturas de la Semana 
  Sexto Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario 

 

Lunes 
Jas 1:1-11; Mk 8:11-13 

 

Martes 
Jas 1:12-18; Mk 8:14-21 

 

Miércoles 
Jas 1:19-27; Mk 8:22-26 

 

Jueves  
Jas 2:1-9; Mk 8:27-33 

 

Viernes  
Jas 2:14-24, 26; Mk 8:34—9:1 

 

Sábado  
Jas 3:1-10; Mk 9:2-13 

Lecturas del domingo 
Primera: Jeremías 17:5-8 
Jeremías compara a un hombre que busca fuerza física 
pero que abandona a Dios como a una zarza en el 
desierto, sin ningún cuidado e incapaz de crecer. Pero un 
hombre que confía en Dios es como un árbol a la orilla 
del río que lo alimenta y fortalece, aún en sequía.  
Segunda Lectura: 1 Corintios 15:12, 16-20 
Pablo se dirige a aquellos que creen en las enseñanzas de 
Jesús, pero que no creen en que se haya levantado de 
entre los muertos. Dice que su fé no tiene valor, porque 
no han sido liberados de sus pecados. Pablo luego emfa-
tiza que Jesús se levantó, así como lo harán todos los que 
creen en El. 
Evangelio: San Lucas 6:17, 20-26 
Jesús les dice a sus seguidores que todos aquellos que 
sean insultados en esta vida por causa de El serán recom-
penzados en el cielo. Pero aquellos que son bien recibi-
dos por todos sufrirán, porque la gente a menudo respeta 
falsos profetas y maltrata a los verdaderos. Aquellos que 
tienen hambre de conocimiento espiritual serán satis-
fechos.  Pero aquellos que estén satisfechos en esta vida 
pasarán hambre. ©2000 Bon Venture Services, Inc. 

ESCUELA CATÓLICA 2022 -2023  
ASISTENCIA DE MATRÍCULA 

PROCESO DE APLICACIÓN EN LÍNEA 
ABIERTO 

Las familias interesadas en solicitar asistencia con la 
matrícula para acudir a una escuela primaria o 
secundaria elegible de la Diócesis de Metuchen, 
pueden presentar su solicitud en línea ahora a través 
FACTS Grant & Aid Assessment en la dirección 
electronica https://online.factsmgt.com/aid .  Las so-
licitudes en línea deben completarse (incluida toda la 
documentación requerida) antes del 31 de Marzo de 
2022. Las solicitudes están disponibles en inglés y en 
español. Las familias que necesiten ayuda para com-
pletar la solicitud en línea o necesiten acceso a una 
computadora para postularse deben comunicarse di-
rectamente con su escuela. 

Meditaciones Virtuales:  
Viviendo el Bautismo en Cuaresma 

 

En preparación para la Pascua, acompaña al Padre 
Juan Carlos Gaviria en estas sesiones semanales de 
meditación y reflexiona sobre la forma cómo vives la 
Cuaresma a la luz de las promesas bautismales. To-
dos los Miércoles de 7:30 PM a 9:00 PM desde el 9 
de Marzo al 13 de Abril de 2022.  
 

Valor: $10 (Incluye Libro) Cupo Limitado 
Registro en https://diometuchen.org/
hispanicevangelization 
Información: lescobar@diometuchen.org o llamando 
al 732-243-4573. 
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Our Weekly Offering 
 

Weekend of February 5 & 6, 2022 
Offertory 
4:00 pm………………………………………….$1,038.00 
8:00 am……………………………………………$380.00 
10:00 am………………………………………...$2,496.00 
12:00 pm…………………………………………..$606.00 
Catholic Spirit 
4:00 pm……………………………………………$102.00 
8:00 am……………………………………………$165.00 
10:00 am…………………………………………..$133.00 
12:00 pm…………………………………………..$224.00 
Parish Utilities (Residual)…………………………..$85.00 
Insurance & Assessment (Residual)………………$165.00 

 

Online Giving  
Offertory…………………………………………..$155.00 

 

St Joseph’s offers Online Giving thru ParishSoft; an easy  
option for donating to the Sunday Collection. It’s simple!  
Just visit https://sjraritan.com and follow the easy registra-
tion instructions. 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 “Blessed are you when people hate you,…exclude 
and insult you, and denounce your name…on ac-
count of the Son of Man.” (LUKE 6:22) 
All of us have been in situations when someone has made 
a negative comment or joke about God or our Catholic 
faith.  How did you respond?  Did you stay silent or pre-
tend to go along with the crowd because you didn’t want 
to cause waves and then, later, you felt bad?  Know that 
God is with you all the time; the Holy Spirit will put the 
right words in your mouth.  Pray for the strength and cour-
age to proclaim our faith to others, especially during un-
comfortable situations. 

How to Report Sexual Abuse 
If you were sexually abused by a member of the cler-
gy or anyone representing the Catholic Church, or 
you know of someone who was, you are encouraged 
to report that abuse to local law enforcement, the New 
Jersey Division of Child Protection and Permanency 
at 1-877-NJ ABUSE (652-2873) or 1-800-835-5510 
(TTY/TDD for the deaf), and also the Diocesan Re-
sponse Officer at (908) 930-4558 (24 hours/7 days a 
week). For more information on how to report abuse, 
visit our diocesan website: diometuchen.org/healing. 

Support program for divorced Catholics 
 

The Dioceses is sponsoring a support program for  
divorced Catholics seeking comfort from their Church. 
The Spirit will have more complete info in a coming issue. 
However, you can call me at the number below for more 
information. God Bless, Ro Bersch --Program Coordinator 
Surviving Divorce – For men and women seeking healing 
from separation or divorce.  This 8-week program, while 
based on the teachings of the Catholic Church, is open to anyone 
who needs comfort, counsel and clarity after a divorce.   
Meetings will be held on Wednesday 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm 
beginning March 16, 2022 at St. Francis Cathedral Parish 
Center, 45 Library Place in Metuchen, NJ.  For more in-
formation or to register contact Ro Bersch at 908-313-
5947. Registration deadline is March 7, 2022.    

2022 Bishop’s Annual Appeal 
Celebrating 40 Years—Continuing to Fan  

the Flame of Faith into Service 
The shelters operated by Catholic Charities remained 
fully staffed during the Covid-19 pandemic and pro-
vided lodging, meals, crisis counseling and case man-
agement services to the residents who would other-
wise be homeless. This is just one example of the 
more than 100 programs in 20 sites throughout Mid-
dlesex, Somerset, Hunterdon and Warren counties 
reaching out with Works of Mercy to those struggling 
with the hardships of life. Your gift to the Bishop’s 
Annual Appeal helps to ensure that no one is left 
homeless, hungry, or without emotional support in 
these extremely difficult times. 

Synod 2023 – Deanery Listening Sessions 
In each of the eight deaneries in the Diocese of Metu-
chen, a Synod Listening Session will be held in order 
that we may respond to the Holy Father's call to jour-
ney together, to engage in dialogue with one another, 
and to listen to what the Lord is asking of us. Regis-
tration is requested for the listening sessions. To view 
the list of hosting parishes and to register, visit: 
diometuchen.org/synod2023. 

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Metuchen  
is hiring! 

 

Looking for meaningful employment? Catholic Charities, 
Diocese of Metuchen is hiring for various positions, 
among them: clinicians; psychiatrists; peer counselors; 
substance abuse counselors; case managers; crisis inter-
vention specialists; childcare workers/supervisors; and 
clinical supervisors. Consider serving your neighbors in 
need – carrying out the words and deeds of Christ – pro-
fessionally. Employees have the benefit of medical, dental, 
vision and prescription plans, as well as a retirement plan, 
pension, employee discounts and a generous vacation and 
sick time package. For more information and to apply, 
visit: ccdom.org/careers. 

Blessed are they  
who hope in the Lord. 



PROVIDING A MEANINGFUL FAREWELL

ANTONIETTA E. CUOCO
Manager

NJ Lic. No. 4499

www.Cuocofuneralandcremation.com

908.707.2058
10 West End Ave. • Somerville, NJ 08876

Traditional Burial • Veteran Burial • Cremation • Memorial Service

Raritan Agway
Your source for pet, animal, lawn and garden supplies
77 Thompson Street · Raritan, NJ 08869 · 908-725-9252

N J C O N S U M E R A F FA I R S . G O V/ M E D D R O P

SAFE and SECURE
MEDICINE DISPOSAL

A safe and secure way

to dispose of

unused medication.

heart.org

We are a relentless force
for a world of longer, 

healthier lives.

www.aspca.org

NY Lic # 1274423 • NJHIC#  13VH01833300

Contact us for a FREE ESTIMATE!

866-588-8317
BasementRepairNJ.com

WET BASEMENT?

• WATERPROOFING
   & FINISHING

• FOUNDATION 
   PROBLEMS

• HUMIDITY &
   MOLD CONTROL

• NASTY CRAWL
   SPACES

Over 100 Years of Bongiovi 
Family Service to the Community

416 BELL AVENUE (P.O. BOX #1) • RARITAN, NJ 08869

908-725-1887

BONGIOVI FUNERAL HOME
Anna Louise Bongiovi, CFSP Manager/Owner

N.J. Lic. No. 2817

172B (JB) - St. Joseph R.C. Church · Raritan, NJ             FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684  BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC  • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, NJ 07836

WE DELIVER
908-203-8666

FUNERAL HOME

BRUCE C.

111 North Gaston Avenue • Somerville, NJ 08876 • 908-725-3111
Bruce VanArsdale, Manager, NJ Lic. No. 3521 • Brittany VanArsdale, Director, NJ Lic. No. 5137

Member of  KOC & AOH

www.brucecvanarsdalefuneralhome.com

Social isolation is more 

than feeling lonely.

HELLER ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTING, LLC

Fully Insured • Free Estimates
Residential • Commercial

908-725-2210

Bridgewater
License & Small Business  Lic. # 15465

Scott Heller • Owner
HellerElectrical@gmail.com


