
The Roman Catholic Community of  Saint Joseph 
16 East Somerset Street, Raritan, NJ 08869 

 

We, the Catholic Community of  St. Joseph, 
are committed to follow Jesus Christ. Through 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we strive to be 
good stewards in our lives. We pray for peace,  
forgiveness, and for one another as Christ loves us! 

Baptisms 
Baptisms are usually held on Saturday mornings any-
time throughout the year (with the exception of the 
Lenten Season). Parents must be registered parishion-
ers and complete a Baptismal Preparation class. It is 
required that godparents are no less than 16 years of 
age and have completed the three Sacraments of Initia-
tion: Baptism, Holy Communion and Confirmation. If 
the godparents are a married couple, they need to have 
been married by the Catholic Church. Please contact the 
Parish Office to arrange for the class and the date of Baptism.   

Sponsor Certificates  
Sponsors (Godparents) for Baptism and Confirmation 
are required to verify their eligibility. They must be 
fully initiated Catholic who actively practice their faith 
and are in good standing with the Church. For more 
information please contact the Parish Office. 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 
If you are considering becoming Catholic, or desire to 
complete your sacraments, please contact the Parish 
Office for more information about RCIA. 

Pastoral Care of the Sick 
Please call the rectory and let us know when a member 
of your family is in the hospital so a priest can arrange 
to visit them. Make sure you contact the Pastoral Care 
Office in the hospital so the Chaplain can bring you 
communion daily. In the event of an emergency 
please call 908 392-7962 anytime of the day or night. 

Marriages 
Please call the office to meet with the Pastor as soon as 
you become engaged and before any preparations are 
made. Arrangements should be made one year in ad-
vance. Couples preparing for marriage must attend required 
Pre-Cana sessions within the Diocese along with F.O.C.C.U.S. 
and sessions with your Parish Priest or Deacon. 

Under the Pastoral Care of the Priests and brothers of the Con-
gregation of the Oratory of St. Philip Neri. 

Very Rev. Jeffry Calia, C.O., Provost 
 

Rev. Kevin P. Kelly, C.O. ……………Administrator 
James Piccolo………………..Parish Office Manager 
Anthony Nardino……...Director of Music & Liturgy 
 

The Lord’s Day Mass Schedule 
Saturday……………… St. Joseph 4 pm English 
                      St. Ann’s 4 pm 
                                       Holy Trinity 5 pm 
Sunday………...……..  St. Ann 7 am 
                                       St. Joseph 8 am Spanish 
                                       Holy Trinity 8 am 
                                       St. Joseph 10 am English 
                                       St. Ann 10 am 
                Shrine of the Blessed Sacrament 10:30 am (Latin EF) 
                     Holy Trinity 10:30 am 
                                      St. Joseph 12:00 pm Spanish 
                                      St. Ann 12:00 pm  
                                      St. Ann 5 pm 
St. Joseph Holy Days Vigil: 7:30 pm, on the Holy Day 8 am  
 

Daily Masses 
Mon. St. Joseph 8 am     Shrine 12:15 pm    St. Ann 7 pm  
Tues. St. Ann 7 am          Shrine 12:15 pm    Holy Trinity 7 pm  
Wed. St. Ann 7 am          Shrine 12:15 pm  
Thu. St. Ann 7 am          Shrine 12:15 pm       
Fri. St. Joseph 8 am        Shrine 12:15 pm    Holy Trinity 7 pm  
First Friday St. Ann 7 pm   
Sat. St. Ann 9 am  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday………………………………St. Ann after the 9 am Mass  
                                  St. Joseph 3:00 –3:30 pm 
Wednesday…………………………  Holy Trinity 11 am –12 pm  
Friday………...Shrine of the Blessed Sacrament 11 am –12 pm  

or by appointment. 
 

Parish Office 
Hours…………..Monday-Friday 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
Phone/Fax …………….908 725-0163/908 725-2333 
Email…….………………parishoffice@sjraritan.org 
Fr. Kevin Email……………….frkevin@sjraritan.org 
Website………………………….www.sjraritan.org                                   

The First Sunday of  Lent March 6, 2022 
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Sunday’s Readings 

Readings for the Week 
 

First Sunday of Lent 
 

Monday 
Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Mt 25:31-46 

 

Tuesday 
Is 55:10-11; Mt 6:7-15 

 

Wednesday 
Jon 3:1-10; Lk 11:29-32 

 

Thursday 
Est C: 12, 14-16, 23-25; Mt 7:7-12 

 

Friday 
Ez 18:21-28; Mt 5:20-26 

 

Saturday 
Dt 26:16-19; Mt 5:43-48 

First Reading: Deuteronomy 26:4-10 
Moses discusses the power God has displayed in freeing 
his people from oppression and leading them to a rich 
land. He tells the people that they should make offerings to 
God to show their gratitude, then celebrate over the great 
things he has given them. 
Second Reading: Romans 10:8-13 
Paul tells us that if we proclaim, "Jesus is Lord" and 
truly believe that God raised him from the dead, we 
will be saved. For God shows his mercy toward eve-
ryone who calls upon his name. 
Gospel: Luke 4:1-13 
Jesus fasted in the desert for forty days, then Satan ap-
peared to him and tempted him to turn stone into bread. 
After Jesus refused, Satan promised him great powers if 
Jesus would worship him. Jesus replied that he would wor-
ship God and no one else. Then Satan tried to persuade 
Jesus to put God to the test, but again Jesus resisted his 
temptation. ©2000 Bon Venture Services, Inc. 

Our Weekly Offering 
Weekend of February 26 & 27, 2022 
Offertory 
4:00 pm……………………………………………$673.00 
8:00 am ……………………………………………$295.00
 10:00 am………………………………………….$852.00 
12:00 pm………………………………………….$691.00 

Insurance & Assessment 
4:00 pm……………………………………………$175.00 
8:00 am ……………………………………………$165.00
 10:00 am………………………………………….$335.00 
12:00 pm………………………………………….$383.00 

Parish Utilities (Residual)…………………………$240.00 
Catholic Spirit (Residual)…………………………..$20.00 

 

Online Giving  
Offertory…………………………………………..$205.00 
Parish Utilities……………………………………...$15.00 

 

St Joseph’s offers Online Giving thru ParishSoft; an easy  
option for donating to the Sunday Collection. It’s simple!  
Just visit https://sjraritan.com and follow the easy registra-
tion instructions. 

The impact and success of the Catholic Center at Rutgers 
is relational outreach to students, a distinct approach for 
college campus ministry. The staff includes religious from 
the Sisters of Jesus Our Hope and the Brotherhood of 
Hope, as well as, the Associate Director of Vocations for 
the Diocese of Metuchen and several interns. They are out 
on campus meeting and interacting with students where 
they live their lives and also reach them using the tools of 
technology. Thanks to your gift to the Bishop’s Annual 
Appeal, the Catholic Center offers a safe haven where stu-
dents are able to grow in their knowledge and practice of 
the faith, experience a meaningful sense of service to the 
community, and come to a deeper understanding of their 
call to discipleship. To date, the Development Office has 
received pledges totaling $4,645.00 and payments totaling 
$3,538.75 from 19 parishioners. This represents 18.6% of 
your $25,000.00 goal. Thank you for your efforts.  

2022 Bishop’s Annual Appeal 
Celebrating 40 Years— 

Continuing to Fan the Flame of Faith  
into Service 

Ceiling update! 
Amount received 

$126,119 
Amount Pledged 

$25,000 
Be with me, Lord, when 

 I am in trouble. 
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Mount St. Mary House of Prayer 
1651 US Highway 22, Watchung, NJ 07069 

908-753-2091 
  

VIRTUAL COMFORTABLE CUP OF TEA 
Join us on Zoom for an hour of lectio divina, prayer, con-
versation and small group sharing. First and Third Thurs-
days of each month from 3-4 pm on Zoom 
Freewill offering. 
Information and Registration for all Mount Saint Mary 
House of Prayer offerings can be found on our  
website:  www.msmhope.org.   
You may also call us at 908-753-2091 or email us 
at msmhope@msmhope.org.  

Support program for divorced Catholics 
The Dioceses is sponsoring a support program for  
divorced Catholics seeking comfort from their Church. 
The Spirit will have more complete info in a coming issue. 
However, you can call me at the number below for more 
information. God Bless, Ro Bersch --Program Coordinator 
Surviving Divorce – For men and women seeking healing 
from separation or divorce.  This 8-week program, while 
based on the teachings of the Catholic Church, is open to anyone 
who needs comfort, counsel and clarity after a divorce.   
Meetings will be held on Wednesday 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm 
beginning March 16, 2022 at St. Francis Cathedral Parish 
Center, 45 Library Place in Metuchen, NJ.  For more infor-
mation or to register contact Ro Bersch at 908-313-5947. 
Registration deadline is March 7, 2022.    

Catholic School 2022-2023  
Tuition Assistance Online Application 

Process Open 
Families interested in applying for tuition assistance 
to attend an eligible Diocese of Metuchen 
elementary or high school may apply online now 
through FACTS Grant & Aid Assessment at 
https://online.factsmgt.com/aid. Online applications 
must be completed (including all required 
documentation) by no later than March 31, 2022.  
Applications are available in English and Spanish. 
Families that need assistance completing the online 
application or need access to a computer to apply 
should contact their school. 

Lectio Divina Scripture Sharing 
You are invited to share scripture with a small group of 
people on Monday mornings 11 am–11:30 am.  
We reflect and share on the Gospel of that day. It is an in-
vestment of only one-half hour of your time, and we can 
assure you that the fruits of that one-half hour will be 
abundant. Make a commitment for just one Monday, and if 
you like it, come back the next Monday. Start your week 
with prayer, community, and hope. We look forward to 
sharing this time with you! Bring your bible with you! 
Learn more about how to join this meeting by visiting: 
https://diometuchen.org/onechurchtogether  

Sanctify, our group for young families, cou-
ples, and adult singles will be meeting on 
Sunday, March 6 at 1:15 pm following the 
noon Mass at St. Ann. Join us as we continue 
a series of reflections on the 7 Sacra-
ments. One of our Oratorian fathers will be 

offering a reflection on Confession, the Sacrament of Mer-
cy, after which we will have time for discussion, examina-
tion of conscience, and, for anyone who wants, Confes-
sions during Eucharistic Adoration. For more information 
& to RSVP, find us on Facebook by searching for 'Sanctify 
Catholics'. We hope to see you March 6, as well as our 
future events on the first Sunday of each month moving 
forward :) Joe Filoramo and the Sanctify Core Team 

“Take up your cross and follow me”  
(Matthew 16:24).  These words of 
Jesus sum up for us the focus of the 
Lenten Season. All of us bear a partic-
ular cross connected to our personal 
history. Perhaps some crosses are 
heavier than others but each of us has 
our cross, nonetheless.  
As people of the Catholic faith, we 
know that we do not bear that cross 
alone. We know that Jesus himself 

walks right beside us and that he has carried His own cross 
in order that we are never in doubt of His presence in our 
times of trial. Through the cross, connected to Christ, we 
are able to grow in compassion as all form of suffering 
connects us to the sufferings of others.  Compassion, 
which literally means “to suffer with,” is one of the great-
est gifts that we have received from God. It enables us to 
enter into the wounds of another with the desire to accom-
pany them and lift them up out of the darkness. This is 
faith in action: the life of Jesus living within us.  

As we begin this Lent, let us ask the Lord to help 
us accept the crosses that come our way. It may not be 
easy but, in His name, it will always be filled with grace. 
Let us pray that it be so.           

“Christ Carrying the Cross”  
c. 1600 -El Greco 

Free Pocket Rosaries for Law Enforcement 
Pocket rosaries made by The Blue Rosary Guild are 
available for law enforcement officers and their  
families who desire them. Rosaries have been sent to 
individuals and to departments. Please contact 
cdaverso@diometuchen.org to make a request. 
If you would like to volunteer to make pocket rosaries 
for Law Enforcement, The Office of Family Life is 
pleased to announce the creation of the Blue Rosary 
Guild. All materials and instructions will be provided 
and a Zoom virtual tutorial will also be scheduled. 
Anyone interested should contact Cristina D'Averso 
Collins, Director of the Office of Family Life at 
cdaverso@diometuchen.org. 
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Su Palabra Hoy 
Por el Reverendo William J. Reilly 
Iglesia Católica El Santísimo Nombre, Garfield, NJ 
 

Primer Domingo de Cuaresma 
6 de marzo de 2022 
 

“Hermanos y hermanas: ¿Pero qué es lo que dice 
la justicia?: La palabra está cerca de ti, en tu boca 
y en tu corazón, es decir la palabra de la fe que 
nosotros predicamos.  Porque si confiesas con tu 
boca que Jesús es el Señor y crees en tu corazón 
que Dios lo resucitó, serás salvado.” 
 

Nos embarcamos en esta estación de renovación person-
al.  A pesar de que a veces fallamos en darnos cuenta, 
Jesús vino a ofrecernos el don de salvación.  Su trabajo 
salvador continúa hoy, pero require mi participación de 
corazón.  Pido que El me salve hoy y cada día. 
 

El tanque de oxígeno que ayuda a una persona muy 
enferma, el ventilador que provee sustento para la vida 
es esencial para vivir.  Mi esfuerzo serio al comenzar la 
cuaresma require, no sugiere, mi esfuerzo al orar, sacrifi-
cio y buenas obras. 
 

No nos ‘damos por vencidos’ sino que nos ‘damos por 
completo’ a un Señor amoroso.  ¿Está la palabra en mis 
labios, pero también en mi corazón? 
Mi mantra este fin de semana:  “Mi cuaresma va en se-
rio, Jesús sálvame.”     

Lecturas de la Semana 
 

 Primer Domingo de Cuaresma 
 

Lunes 
Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Mt 25:31-46 

 

Martes 
Is 55:10-11; Mt 6:7-15 

 

Miércoles 
Jon 3:1-10; Lk 11:29-32 

 

Jueves  
Est C: 12, 14-16, 23-25; Mt 7:7-12 

 

Viernes  
Ez 18:21-28; Mt 5:20-26 

 

Sábado  
Dt 26:16-19; Mt 5:43-48 

Lecturas del domingo 
Primera Lectura: Deuteronomio 26:4-10 
Moisés habla del poder que Dios ha demostrado al liberar 
a su pueblo de la opresión y al darles un abundante tierra. 
El dice al pueblo que deben dar ofrendas a Dios para de-
mostra su gratitud, y luego celebrar las grandes cosas que 
El les ha dado. 
Segunda Lectura: Romanos 10:8-13 
Pablo nos dice que si proclamamos que “Jesús es el Se-
ñor” y que si verdaderamente creemos en que Dios se ha 
levantado de entre los muertos nos salvaremos. Dios 
muestra su misericordia a todo aquel que llama su nombre. 
Evangelio: San Lucas 4:1-13 
Jesús ayunó en el desierto por cuarenta días. Luego Sa-
tanás se le apareció y lo tentó con volver una piedra en 
pan. Luego que Jesús rehusó, Satanás le prometió 
grandes poderes si Jesús lo adoraba. Jesús respondió que 
el adoraría a Dios y a nadie más. Entonces Satanás trató 
de persuadir a Jesús a que pusiera a Dios a prueba, 
pero una vez más Jesús resistió la tentación.  
 
©2000 Bon Venture Services, Inc. 

Campaña Anual del Obispo 2022 
Celebrando 40 años— 

Continuar avivando la llama de la fe 
en servicio 

El impacto y el éxito del Centro Católico en Rutgers es la 
relación directa con los estudiantes, un enfoque distinto 
para el ministerio del campus universitario. El personal 
incluye religiosos de las Hermanas de Jesús Nuestra Es-
peranza y la Hermandad de la Esperanza, así como el Di-
rector Asociado de Vocaciones de la Diócesis de Metu-
chen y varios pasantes. Ellos están en el campus reunién-
dose e interactuando donde los estudiantes viven sus vidas 
y también se acercan a ellos por medio de las herramientas 
tecnológicas. Gracias a su donación a la Campaña Anual 
del Obispo, el Centro Católico ofrece un refugio seguro 
donde los estudiantes pueden crecer en su conocimiento y 
práctica de la fe, experimentar el significado del servicio a 
la comunidad y llegar a una comprensión más profunda de 
su llamado al discipulado. Gracias por su apoyo. 

ESCUELA CATÓLICA 2022 -2023  
Asistencia de Matricula 

Proceso de Aplicación en Línea Abierto 
Las familias interesadas en solicitar asistencia con la 
matrícula para acudir a una escuela primaria o secundaria 
elegible de la Diócesis de Metuchen, pueden presentar su 
solicitud en línea ahora a través FACTS Grant & Aid As-
sessment en la dirección electronica https://
online.factsmgt.com/aid .  Las solicitudes en línea deben 
completarse (incluida toda la documentación requerida) 
antes del 31 de Marzo de 2022. Las solicitudes están dis-
ponibles en inglés y en español. Las familias que necesiten 
ayuda para completar la solicitud en línea o necesiten ac-
ceso a una computadora para postularse deben co-
municarse directamente con su escuela. 
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Monday, March 7, 2022 
8:00 am + Maryann Skay r/o Mary Pierson 
              + Victor Bukovecky, Sr. r/o Mary Burt 
Priest of the Day – Rev. Lancelot McGrath 
Tuesday, March 8, 2022 
Priest of the Day– Rev. James McGuffey 
Wednesday, March 9, 2022 
Priest of the Day– Rev. James McLaughlin 
Thursday, March 10, 2022 
Priest of the Day– Rev. Msgr. Robert Medley 
Friday, March 11, 2022 
8:00 am + Barbara Salerno r/o Tom & Ginger McGrath 
Priest of the Day – Rev. J. Maciej Melaniuk 
Saturday, March 12, 2022 
4:00 pm Vigil of The Second Sunday of Lent 
+ Joseph Yashinski r/o Irene Sixt 
Priest of the Day –  Rev. Robert Meyers 
Sunday, March 13, 2022 
The Second Sunday of Lent 
8:00 am   + Pro-Populo                                   Spanish 
10:00 am + Gale Allard r/o Tom & Ginger McGrath  
12:00 pm + Ismael Esquirel.                             Spanish    
Priest of the Day – Rev. Paulus Marandi, CMF 
 

Please pray for vocations to the Priesthood for our  
Diocese, and also for Religious Priests, Brothers and Sisters.  

Candle Intentions for this Week 
Sanctuary Candle 
The Sanctuary Candle burning before the 
Blessed Sacrament this week is for Happy 
Birthday Frank Krachun, Jr. r/o Camille 
 

The Blessed Virgin Mary & St. Joseph candles are 
temporarily suspended. 
 

Paschal Candle-2021 
In Memory of  John M. Bauer 
r/o Georgette & Michael Bauer 

Bill Bizub 
Edna Carter 
Joseph Carter 
Jane Chiesa 
Joan Chopay 
Elizabeth Anne Dwyer 
Randy Fisher 
Tony & Sandy Franchino  
Arthur & Maryann Gosenski 
William Heitz 
John Hudak 
Gary Johnson 
Donna Kelly     
Roseanne Kielar 
Jerry Kovac 
Frank Krevis 

Antonia LaCorte 
Rosemary Lepri 
Ralph Lombardi 
Steve & Geri Max 
Jack McElhinney  
Francis M. Mishak, Sr. 
Pinzy & Rachel Petrone  
Betty Phelan 
Natasha Polinko 
Michael Roehrich 
Ed & Jen Satin 
Jack & Mary Sullivan 
Joseph Ungrady 
Richard Wisniewski 
Fr. John Morley 

Our Parish Prayer List.  

Order your Kolach for Easter! 
 

Kolach is on sale for $17 each: Nut roll, poppy seed, 
Lekvar (prune), apricot, seedless red raspberry, apple, 
pumpkin cheese and coconut cream are available. The 
last day to order is Monday, March 21. Pickup is 
Saturday April 9 & 10 weekend of Palm Sunday at 
the front of the school auditorium after all masses – in 
time for Easter!  
Order forms for ordering Kolach are located at both  
entrances of the auditorium. 

New schedule for the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 

St. Joseph's- Saturdays from 3-3:30 pm  prior to the 4 pm Mass. 
Holy Trinity-Wednesdays from 11 am to 12 noon.   
Shrine Chapel-Fridays from 11 am to 12 noon.  
St. Ann-Saturdays after 9:30 am Mass. Please note that  
St. Ann’s will no longer have confession on Wednesday 
Evening. Confession is possible at other times by appoint-
ment, by contacting any of the parish/shrine offices. 

Wednesdays: 
Shrine Chapel following 12:15 pm Mass 

Fridays:  
Holy Trinity following the 7:00 pm Mass 

St Ann’s  7:30 pm   



PROVIDING A MEANINGFUL FAREWELL

ANTONIETTA E. CUOCO
Manager

NJ Lic. No. 4499

www.Cuocofuneralandcremation.com

908.707.2058
10 West End Ave. • Somerville, NJ 08876

Traditional Burial • Veteran Burial • Cremation • Memorial Service

Raritan Agway
Your source for pet, animal, lawn and garden supplies
77 Thompson Street · Raritan, NJ 08869 · 908-725-9252

N J C O N S U M E R A F FA I R S . G O V/ M E D D R O P

SAFE and SECURE
MEDICINE DISPOSAL

A safe and secure way

to dispose of

unused medication.

heart.org

We are a relentless force
for a world of longer, 

healthier lives.

www.aspca.org

NY Lic # 1274423 • NJHIC#  13VH01833300

Contact us for a FREE ESTIMATE!

866-588-8317
BasementRepairNJ.com

WET BASEMENT?

• WATERPROOFING
   & FINISHING

• FOUNDATION 
   PROBLEMS

• HUMIDITY &
   MOLD CONTROL

• NASTY CRAWL
   SPACES

Over 100 Years of Bongiovi 
Family Service to the Community

416 BELL AVENUE (P.O. BOX #1) • RARITAN, NJ 08869

908-725-1887

BONGIOVI FUNERAL HOME
Anna Louise Bongiovi, CFSP Manager/Owner

N.J. Lic. No. 2817

172B (JB) - St. Joseph R.C. Church · Raritan, NJ             FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684  BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC  • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, NJ 07836

WE DELIVER
908-203-8666

FUNERAL HOME

BRUCE C.

111 North Gaston Avenue • Somerville, NJ 08876 • 908-725-3111
Bruce VanArsdale, Manager, NJ Lic. No. 3521 • Brittany VanArsdale, Director, NJ Lic. No. 5137

Member of  KOC & AOH

www.brucecvanarsdalefuneralhome.com

Social isolation is more 

than feeling lonely.

HELLER ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTING, LLC

Fully Insured • Free Estimates
Residential • Commercial

908-725-2210

Bridgewater
License & Small Business  Lic. # 15465

Scott Heller • Owner
HellerElectrical@gmail.com


