
The Roman Catholic Community of  Saint Joseph 
16 East Somerset Street, Raritan, NJ 08869 

 

We, the Catholic Community of  St. Joseph, are 
committed to follow Jesus Christ. Through the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, we strive to be good 
stewards in our lives.  
We pray for peace, forgiveness, and for one another as 
Christ loves us! 

Baptisms 
Baptisms are usually held on Saturday mornings any-
time throughout the year (with the exception of the 
Lenten Season). Parents must be registered parishion-
ers and complete a Baptismal Preparation class. It is re-
quired that godparents are no less than 16 years of age 
and have completed the three Sacraments of Initiation: 
Baptism, Holy Communion and Confirmation. If the god-
parents are a married couple, they need to have been 
married by the Catholic Church. Please contact the Par-
ish Office to arrange for the class and the date of Baptism.   

Sponsor Certificates 
Sponsors (Godparents) for Baptism and Confirmation 
are required to verify their eligibility. They must be fully 
initiated Catholic who actively practice their faith and 
are in good standing with the Church. For more infor-
mation please contact the Parish Office. 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 
If you are considering becoming Catholic, or desire to 
complete your sacraments, please contact the Parish 
Office for more information about RCIA. 

Pastoral Care of the Sick 
Please call the rectory and let us know when a member 
of your family is in the hospital so a priest can arrange 
to visit them. Make sure you contact the Pastoral Care 
Office in the hospital so the Chaplain can bring you com-
munion daily. In the event of an emergency please call 
908 392-7962 anytime of the day or night. 

Marriages 
Please call the office to meet with the Pastor as soon as 
you become engaged and before any preparations are 
made. Arrangements should be made one year in ad-
vance. Couples preparing for marriage must attend re-
quired Pre-Cana sessions within the Diocese along with 
F.O.C.C.U.S. and sessions with your Parish Priest or Deacon. 

Under  the Pastoral Care of the Priests and brothers of 
the Congregation of the Oratory of St. Philip Neri. 

Very Rev. Jeffrey Calia, C.O., Provost 
 

Rev. Kevin P. Kelly, C.O. …………………..Administrator 
Nora Martin ..…………………………...Parish Office Manager 
Anthony R. Nardino………………Director of Music & Liturgy 
Ramon Salazar………………...Multi-Parish Facilities Manager 
 

The Lord’s Day Mass Schedule 
Saturday……St. Joseph 4 pm English,  Holy Trinity 5 pm 
Sunday…….. St. Joseph 7:30 am Spanish,  St. Ann 7:30 am, 
                           St. Joseph 9 am English, St. Ann 10:30 am, 
                           Holy Trinity 10:30 am, Shrine of the Blessed    
 Sacrament 10:30 am (Latin EF) 
  St. Joseph 12:00 pm Spanish, St. Ann 12:00 pm,  
  St. Ann 5 pm  
 

Holy Days  
7:00 pm Vigil Mass—St. Joseph (English) 
8am: St Ann ,  12:15pm: Shrine Chapel ,  Holy Trinity 
7:00 pm : St. Ann, Shrine Chapel (Latin EF), 7:30 pm St. Joseph  (Spa.) 
 

Weekday Masses 
Monday through Friday….. 8 am St. Ann,  12:15 pm Shrine (E) 
Friday ……….....................  7 pm Holy Trinity (E) 
Saturday………………….  9 am St. Ann (E) 
First Saturdays…………… 9 am Shrine (Latin) 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday………………………………St. Ann after the 9 am Mass  
                                  St. Joseph 3:00 –3:30 pm 
Wednesday…………………..………. Holy Trinity 11 am –12 pm  
Friday………...Shrine of the Blessed Sacrament 11 am –12 pm  
                                      or by appointment 
 

Parish Office 
Open Monday through Friday 9:00 am to 12:00 pm  
908 725-0163•parishoffice@sjraritan.org•www.sjraritan.org                    
Fr. Kevin Email…………padrekevin2024@gmail.com  

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time, August 17, 2025 
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Sanctuary: Frank Krachun Jr. 
R/o Camille & Family 

 

Blessed Virgin Mary:  
Fattori & Sinibaldi Families  

R/o Camille & Family 
 

St. Joseph: Krachun & Gall Families 
R/o Camille & Family 

 

The Paschal Candle:  In Memory of The Kra-
chun & Fattori Families R/o Their loved ones 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
LLECTURAS PARA LA STA. MISA ESTA SEMANA 

 

 

Sunday 
Jer 38:4-6, 8-10; Heb 12:1-4; Lk 12:49-53 

  
Monday 

Jgs 2:11-19; Mt 19:16-22 
  

Tuesday 
Jgs 6:11-24a; Mt 19:23-30 

  
Wednesday 

Jgs 9:6-15; Mt 20:1-16 
  

Thursday 
Jgs 11:29-39a; Mt 22:1-14 

  
Friday 

Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22; Mt 22:34-40 
 

Saturday 
Ru 2:1-3, 8-11, 4:13-17; Mt 23:1-12 

INTENCIONES DE LA SANTA MISA 
HOLY MASS INTENTIONS 

SUNDAY MASS READING 8/17 
 

First Reading: Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10 
Jeremiah urged the people of Jerusalem to surrender to the ene-
my. This angered the princes, who then requested that Jeremiah 
be put to death. The king allowed the princes to leave him in a cis-
tern without food or water. But after Ebed Melech pleaded for 
Jeremiah's life, the king decided to free him. 
  

Second Reading: Hebrews 12:1-4 
This letter to the Hebrews inspires all Christians to persevere, in 
spite of the trials they may face. Jesus endured much suffering 
and was rewarded by God. Despite our struggles, we must re-
member Jesus' ability to endure and maintain strong faith in him. 
  
Gospel: Luke 12:49-53 
Jesus tells his disciples that his message will not bring peace to 
the earth. Instead, even families will become sharply divided be-
cause some members will embrace him, while others condemn 
him.                    ©1998 Bon Venture Services   

Saturday, August 16, 2025  
4:00 pm +John & Rita Winters R/o Rev. Sean Winters 
         Priest remembered today: Rev. Zenon Bochnak 
 

Sunday, August 17, 2025, Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30 am* Pro-populo (for the people) 
        Priest remembered today: Most Rev. Paul Bootkoski, DD 
9 am    Megan & Nick Cifelli  
         Priest remembered today:  Rev. Damian Breen 
12 pm *  +Irma Salas 
         Priest remembered today: Rev. Msgr. Seamus Brennan 

 

Saturday, August 23, 2025  
4:00 pm Ryan Bolton 
         Priest remembered today: Rev.  Kenneth Brighenti 
 

Sunday, August 24, 2025, Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30 am* Pro-populo (for the people) 
        Priest remembered today: Rev. Sean Broderick, CSSp 
9 am    +Raymond Fatto R/o Ralph & Diane Lombardi 
        +Marie Buday R/o Nancy & Marcia Budday 
         Priest remembered today:  Rev. John Brundage 
12 pm *  +Carlos Antonio Castro y William Elizondo 
         Priest remembered today: Rev. Krytian Burdy 
 

*En Español, in Spanish                                                                                                                 +Denotes deceased                                                                                       
 

CANDLE INTENTIONS 

Michael Galida 
George Riehman, Jr. 
Jennifer Rose 
Robert Valance 
Thomas McGrath 
Irene Sixt 
Annmarie Bizub 
Joseph Carter 
Jane Chiesa 
Joan Chopay 
Elizabeth Anne Dwyer 
Randy Fisher 

Tony & Sandy Franchi-
no  
Arthur & Maryann 
Gosenski 
Mary Grande 
Donna Kelly     
Roseanne Kielar 
Antonia LaCorte 
Ralph Lombardi 
Steve & Geri Max 
Jack McElhinney 
Allsya Miller  
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Today’s readings remind us of some of the trials we 
must endure to be sharers in the Lord’s Kingdom. 
St. Francis de Sales tells us not to be afraid of trials. 
Our faith in the truth of God’s word will give us vic-
tory over our enemies: 
 
All human good arises from persevering in the truth, 
rather than abandoning it. Our entire good consists 
in accepting the truth of God’s word, and persever-
ing in it. We may have to suffer to be sharers in the 
Lord’s Kingdom. Yet, when we are armed with the 
shield of truth and of faith, we will courageously 
overcome our enemies because our strength is in 
God and not ourselves. 
 
Fear is the first enemy that comes to us who are re-
solved to serve God. We think that holiness de-
mands too much of us and we say, “O God, what 
perfection is needed to live a holy life! It is too high 
for me. I cannot attain it. I shall never be able to do 
it.” Let us not entertain the vain hope of wishing to 
be saints in three months! Think of how faintheart-
ed Peter was at the Crucifixion. Let us keep clearly 
in mind that everyone is tempted. Let us fear nei-
ther the temptation nor the tempter. They will have 
no power whatsoever over us, if we make use of 
the shield of faith and the armor of truth. It is our 
faith in the truth of God’s word that causes us to 
succeed in our firm and steadfast resolution to 
serve God as generously and as perfectly as possible 
in this life. 
 
Do not fear that you are unable to accomplish what 
God has called you to do. You are armed with God’s 
truth. God’s Word will strengthen you to persevere 
and to do what is required for your greater welfare 
and happiness, providing you walk simply in faithful 
observance. How happy you are who are armed 
with the truth of God, for it will be your shield 
against the arrows of your enemies and will make 
you victorious! 
 
oblates.org 

 

WEEKLY CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
 
 
 

Thank you and God bless you for supporting the mission 
of the church and the ministry of St. Joseph. St Joseph’s 
offers Online Giving thru ParishSoft; an easy 
option for donating to the Sunday Collection. 
It’s simple! Just visit our website and follow 
the registration steps for recurrent or one 
time donations  sjraritan.org  

Several Mass  intentions available:  
August 30, 31.  All of September, with the exception of   

Sept 21,  and many other dates for the rest of the year. Please  
email  or call Nora at the parish office 

parishoffice@sjraritan.org 

Collections on the 3rd Weekend of each month. 
This  weekend, Aug. 16-17, 2025 

Your donations serve the local community through The 
Food Bank Network of Somerset County. We collect all 
non-perishable foods, full size and trial size toiletries . Bring 
a bag to Mass for the less fortunate in our area.   

10-Aug-25 Collection Online G Total 
Offertory  $3,334.00  $530.00  $3,864.00  
Sewage project $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  

Total for parish operation $3,864.00  
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Thanks to those who contribut-
ed to offset the cost of the sew-
er line repair completed this 
July. The repairs were necessary 

to avoid another sewage backup, 
waste cleanup and emergency repairs. This  
proactive repair was performed to keep the Church build-
ing open.  
 

The table above shows the cost along side with  
Parishioners’ contributions. Continued contributions are 
welcomed to fully cover this repair cost. Checks marked 
“sewer line repair” can be placed in any weekend  
collection or dropped off /mailed to  the Parish Office. 
Your continued support is appreciated.  

 

2025 Bishop’s Annual Appeal PILGRIMS OF 
HOPE (Campaign Summary Report):  8/8/25 

Parish Goal: $25,000 | Pledged & Received: $25,032.95 
Received: $24,022.95 

 
Religious Education Enrollment for 2025-2026  
Register ASAP—At St. Ann: Register online or 
in person at the parish office from 9 A.M. to 4 P.M., 

Monday through Thursday. Registration packets will 
be available at the church entrances beginning this 

week. stannparish.com/prep-program 
 

At Holy Trinity: holytrinitynj.org/religious-education 
 

WORD OF LIFE 
“God’s love—individual, real,  
unchanging—is the true source of 
our worth, identity, and dignity. It 
really is not a question of who we 
are, but rather whose we are. 
Because his love will never 
change, nothing can reduce our 
God-given dignity, and nothing 
can diminish the immeasurable 
worth of our lives.” USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life  
Activities https://www.respectlife.org/culture-of-life 

 

Hispani� Heritag� Festiva� 
Sunday, September 7, 2024 

1:00pm -7:00pm 
 

School Starts September 2nd 
& St. Ann Classical Academy 
has room for your Family!   

Prospective families with students in 
Pre K 4 - 8th Grade are invited to join 
us for our Summer Open Houses on 
August 18 and 20 from 10am-12pm. 
Visit us online at stannclassical.org/
open-house or call 908-725-7787 to 
register for your tour today.  We 
look forward to welcoming you! Fall  
 

Clothing Drive 9/19/2025:  Mark your calendars and 
save your gently used clothing, shoes, linens, and acces-
sories to support our school. For more information 
about accepted items visit clothingdrive.net or contact 
us at hsa@stannparish.com.  Thank you for your sup-
port!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BIBLE STUDY--LUKE: The Story of Salvation Fulfilled 
Dates: September 30 - December 2, 2025 

Session Options: Tuesdays 9-11 AM or 7-9 PM 
Location: Mary Mother of God Church, Holy Spirit Hall  

This course comes from Ascension Press and is led by 
Jeff Cavins and Dr. Jeffery Morrow.  Cost is $35 payable 
by cash or check (made out to Mary Mother of God 
Church).  Payments not received prior to the start of 
classes will be collected at the first session.  The study 
workbook will be provided upon receipt of pay-
ment.  Registration fees are non-refundable. 

When registering online, please fill out a separate form 
for each registrant.  If preferred, in-person registrations 
will be available after MMoG Masses the weekends of 

Sept 13/14 and Sept 20/21.  Online and in-person registra-
tions end Sept 21. marymotherofgod.org/bible-study 

 

Total project 
Cost $21,953.77  

Parishioner  
contribu�ons 

$3,426.00  

  $18,527.77  
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Now Enrolling!   

St. Ann Classical Academy is now enrolling students in Pre-K–8th Grade for the 2025–2026 school year.  Come expe-
rience the classical difference! Call now  908-725-7787 or visit us online at  stannclassical.org/open-house to learn 
more, register for one of our August Open Houses, or enroll today!  
 
 

Dr. Joseph White 
The Catechetical Accompaniment Process 

Date: Wednesday, September 3  
Time: 10am to 2:00pm, doors open at 9:30 

Location: St. John Neumann Pastoral Center 
146 Metlars Lane, Piscataway 

Join fellow PCLs and catechists as Dr. Joseph White from OSV explains the latest catechetical standards promulgat-
ed by the Institute on the Catechism of the USCCB. Coffee/light breakfast/lunch provided. Mass at 11:45. 

To Register: diometuchen.org/homeschool-ministry 
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Una reflexión Salesiana sobre el evangelio domini-
cal por un Oblato de San Francisco de Sales  

 

Las lecturas de hoy nos recuerdan algunas de las pruebas 
que debemos soportar para poder formar parte del 
Reino del Señor. San Francisco de Sales nos dice que es-
tas pruebas no deben asustarnos. Nuestra fe en la 
verdad de la palabra de Dios nos dará la victoria sobre 
nuestros enemigos. 
 
Todo lo bueno del ser humano es resultado de persever-
ar en la verdad en vez de abandonarla. Todo lo bueno 
que tenemos consiste en que aceptemos la verdad de la 
palabra de Dios, y de nuestra perseverancia en ella. Es 
possible que esto implique que tendremos que sufrir pa-
ra poder compartir en el Reino del Señor. Sin embargo, si 
nos armamos con el escudo de la verdad y de la fe ven-
ceremos valientemente a nuestros enemigos, porque 
nuestra fuerza proviene de Dios y no de nosotros mis-
mos. 
 
El miedo es el primer enemigo que debemos enfrentar 
cuando nos decidimos a servir a Dios. Pensamos que la 
santidad nos exige demasiado y decimos, "¡Por Dios, hay 
que ser perfecto para vivir una vida santa! Es una meta 
demasiado alta para mí. No puedo lograrlo. Jamás podré 
hacerlo”. ¡No hay que abrigar la vana esperanza de quer-
er ser santos en tres meses! Piensen en la cobardía que 
mostró Pedro al momento de lacrucifixionn.  Tengan 
siempre presente en sus mentes que todos podemos ser 
tentados. No le teman ni a la tentación ni a quienes bus-
can tentarlos. Ellos no tendrán poder alguno sobre 
ustedes, siempre y cuando ustedes porten el escudo de 
la fe y la armadura de laVerdadd. Es nuestra fe en la 
Verdad de la palabra de Dios lo que nos mantiene firmes 
en Nuestro propósito de servirle de la manera más Gen-
erosa y perfecta que nos sea possible en esta vida.  
 
No sientan miedo de no poder llevar a cabo la obra que 
Dios les ha llamado a realizar. Ustedes están armados 
con la verdad de Dios. Su Palabra los fortalecerá para 
que insistan en hacer lo que sea necesario para lograr su 
bienestar Felicidadad, siempre y cuando ustedes se man-
tengan en la senda con humildad y cumpliendo con 
lapracticesas religiosas. ¡Felices aquellos que cuentan 
con lVerdadad de Dios, porque ésta será su escudo con-
tra las flechas de sus enemigos y les dará lVictoriaia!                                                                                     
 
Oblates.org 

 
 

 

VIGESIMO DOMINGO EN TIEMPO ORDINARIO 
 

Primera Lectura: Jeremías 38:4-6, 8-10 
Jeremías instó a la gente de Jerusalén a rendirse al ene-
migo.  Esto enojó a los príncipes, quienes pidieron que 
mataran a Jeremías. El rey permitió que los príncipes lo 
dejaran en una cisterna sin agua ni comida.  Pero 
después de que Ebed-melec suplicó que no mataran a 
Jeremías, el rey decidió liberarlo. 

  

Segunda Lectura: Hebreos 12:1-4 
Esta carta a los hebreos inspira a todos los cristianos a 
perseverar, a pesar de las dificultades que tengan. Jesús 
pasó por mucho sufrimiento y fué recompensado por 
Dios. A pesar de nuestras dificultades debemos recorder 
a Jesús y mantener una fuerte fé en El. 

  

Evangelio: San Lucas 12:49-53 
Jesús dice a sus discípulos que su mensaje no traerá paz 
a la tierra. Aún familias se dividirán grandemente pues 
algunos de sus mienbros se unirán a El y otros lo con-
denarán.                                    ©1998 Bon Venture Services   
 

ACOMPAÑANOS A REZAR LAS LAUDES! 
De lunes a Viernes, de 6:30 am a 6:50am 

Parroquia San Jose, Raritan—en la iglesia 
 

El oficio divino (Liturgia de las Horas) es el conjunto de 
oraciones (salmos, antífonas, himnos, oraciones, lecturas 
bíblicas y otras) que la Iglesia ha organizado para ser re-
zadas en determinadas horas de cada día. 
El oficio divino es parte de la liturgia y, como tal, constituye, 
con la Santa Misa, la plegaria pública y oficial de la Igle-
sia. Su fin es consagrar las horas al Señor, extendiendo la 
comunión con Cristo efectuada en el Sacrificio de la Misa. 
Quien reza el oficio hace un paro en las labores para rezar 
con la Iglesia aunque se encuentre físicamente solo. 
Aunque sin duda es necesaria la oración privada, también es 
necesario que recemos formalmente unidos como Iglesia. 
 

¿Cuáles son estos momentos de oración de la Iglesia en 
las diferentes Horas del Oficio Divino? Estos momentos 
son siete: 

 

�� Las Laudes (a las 6:00 a.m.) 
�� La hora intermedia tercia (a las 9:00 a.m.) 
�� La hora intermedia sexta (a las 12:00 m.) 
�� La hora intermedia nona (a las 3:00 p.m.) 
�� Las Vísperas (a las 6:00 p.m.) 
�� Las Completas (antes del descanso nocturno) y 
�� El Oficio de Lectura. 
 

La división del día en siete partes tiene su origen en el 
salmo, que dice: "Siete veces al día te alabo por tus justos 
juicios". Sal 118, 164                        es.catholic.net 
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PALABRA DE VIDA 
“El amor de Dios, individual, real, inmutable, es la  

verdadera fuente de nuestra valía, identidad y 
dignidad. La cuestión no es quién soy sino de 

quién soy. Como su amor nunca cambiará, nada 
puede reducir nuestra dignidad dada por Dios ni 

la valía inconmensurable de nuestra vida”. Secre-
tariado de Actividades Pro-Vida de la USCCB. 

https://es.respectlife.org/culture-of-life 
 
 
 

INSCRIPCIONES PARA EDUCACION  
RELIGIOSA 

Educación religiosa en ingles para niños el la Pa-
rroquia Santa Ana, Raritan. Inscripciones dispo-
nibles en la entrada principal de la iglesia y en la 

pagina web parroquial 
https://www.sjraritan.org/catechesis 

¡REGISTRA A TUS HIJOS LO ANTES POSIBLE! 



SCAN FOR MORE DETAILS

VOTE
Your Voice Matters...

CatholicEngagement

Certified By The Supreme 
Court of New Jersey

As A Workers Compensation 
Law Attorney

★ Call For A Free Legal Consultation ★

Marc J. Brenner, ESQ.
973-326-8902
• Personal Injury
• Workers’ Compensation
• Social Security Disability

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE · CEDAR KNOLLS, NJ 07927

NEED A LAWYER?
INJURED?

lawmarcbrenner.com  • marc@lawmarcbrenner.com

908-526-3030
www.lawndoctor.com

Christopher T. Kotalic - Owner

In the United States, 
one in nine people
face hunger.

feedingamerica.org

NY Lic # 1274423 • NJHIC#  13VH01833300

Contact us for a FREE ESTIMATE!

866-588-8317
BasementRepairNJ.com

WET BASEMENT?

• WATERPROOFING 
   & FINISHING

• FOUNDATION  
   PROBLEMS

• HUMIDITY &  
   MOLD CONTROL

• NASTY CRAWL 
   SPACES

Over 100 Years of Bongiovi 
Family Service to the Community

416 Bell Avenue (P.O. Box #1) • Raritan, NJ 08869

908-725-1887

BONGIOVI FUNERAL HOME
Anna Louise Bongiovi, CFSP Manager/Owner 

N.J. Lic. No. 2817

172B (CK) - St. Joseph R.C. Church · Raritan, NJ             FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684  BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC  • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, NJ 07836

WE DELIVER
908-203-8666

Meadow Plaza
1067 Hwy. 202 N. · Branchburg, NJ

FUNERAL HOME

Bruce C.

111 North Gaston Avenue • Somerville, NJ 08876 • 908-725-3111
Bruce VanArsdale, Manager, NJ Lic. No. 3521 • Brittany VanArsdale, Director, NJ Lic. No. 5137

Member of  KOC & AOH

www.brucecvanarsdalefuneralhome.com

Se Habla
Español

YOUR AD               HERE!

CALL US TODAY!

Contact our advertising team at 800-883-4343.

Don’t miss this opportunity to become a valued partner in the community.

Reserve Your Space Today!

 • Connect with a Dedicated and Engaged Audience 
• Build Trust and Credibility • Showcase Your Business  

to Those Who Actively Support Local Businesses  
• Benefit From Our Online Presence and  

Extend Your Reach Beyond the Church Walls


