
We hope that these prayers and blessings help you and yours to observe Advent 
and Christmas Time! 

PRAYER FOR LIGHTING AN ADVENT WREATH 

Lord our God, 
   we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ: 
   he is Emmanuel, the hope of the peoples, 
   he is the wisdom that teaches and guides us, 
   he is the Savior of every nation. 
Lord God, 
   let your blessing come upon us 
   as we light the candles of this wreath. 
May the wreath and its light 
   be a sign of Christ’s promise to bring us                  
salvation. 
May he come quickly and not delay. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
R. Amen. BLESSING OF A CHRISTMAS TREE 

When the tree has been prepared, the household 
gathers around it.  All make the sign of the cross. 
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Advent and Christmas Blessings 

ð 

Please see the other side. 

This tree is a blessing to our home.  It reminds us of all that is 
beautiful, all that is filled with the gentleness and the promise 
of God. Let us now pray for God’s blessing upon all who 
gather around this tree. 
 

God of all creation, 
   we praise you for this tree 
   which brings beauty and memories and the promise of life 

to our home. 
May your blessing be upon all who gather around this tree, 
   all who keep the Christmas festival by its lights. 
We wait for the coming of the Christ, 
   the days of everlasting justice and of peace. 
You are our God, living and reigning, for ever and ever. 
R. Amen. 
 

The lights of the tree are lit.  The leader says: 
Let us bless the Lord. 
 

All respond, making the sign of the cross: 
Thanks be to God. 



 

BLESSING OF A CHRISTMAS 
CRÈCHE OR MANGER SCENE 
 

The manger scene has a special place 
near the Christmas tree or in another 
place where family members can 
reflect and pray during the Christmas season.  It may be blessed each year on 
Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. 
 

All make the sign of the cross.  The leader may use these or similar words to introduce the 
blessing: 
  

We are at the beginning of the days of Christmas.  All through the season we will 
look on these images of sheep and cattle, of shepherds, of Mary and of Joseph and 
Jesus. 
 

Then Luke 2: 1-7 is read.   All respond: 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The figures may be placed in the manger.  
After a time of silence, all join in prayers 
of intercession and in the Lord’s Prayer.  
Then the leader invites: 
 

Pray now for God’s blessing as we 
look on these figures. 
 

After a short silence, the leader prays:  
 

God of Mary and Joseph,  
   of shepherds and animals, 
   bless us whenever we gaze on this 
manger scene. 
Through all the days of Christmas 
   may these figures tell the story of  
   how humans, angels, and animals 
   found Christ in this poor place. 
Fill our house with hospitality, joy, 
   gentleness, and thanksgiving 
   and guide our steps in the way of 
peace. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord. 
R. Amen. 

 

CHRISTMASTIME TABLE BLESSING 
 

A Christmas candle may be lighted as the 
leader says: 
Glory to God in the highest. 
 

All respond: 
And peace to his people on earth. 
 

The leader prays: 
 

Lord Jesus, 
   in the peace of this season our spirits 
rejoice: 
With the beasts and angels, 
   the shepherds and stars, 
   with Mary and Joseph 
   we sing God’s praise. 
By your coming 
   may the hungry be filled with good 
things 
   and may our table and home be blessed. 
Glory to God in the highest. 
All respond: 
And peace to his people on earth. 
 
 


