
 
 
 
 

At the invitation of Pope Francis, the Diocese of Pittsburgh participated in the local phase of the world-wide 
preparation for the 2023 Synod of Bishops with the theme: For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation, 
Mission starting with an opening Mass of the Holy Spirit on October 17, 2021 at Saint Paul Cathedral. Following 
this, local synodal sessions were held throughout the diocese from January until April 2022. The main purpose 
of these sessions was to allow for participants to encounter one another, to prayerfully and attentively listen 
to each other, and to foster an awareness of synodality in their own lives.  Stories from these sessions that 
resonated, were surprising, unexpected, or otherwise significant were shared with the diocese. 

 
The diocesan synod planning team took the information provided and through a process of prayerful discernment, 
synthesized it into a document to be shared with the USCCB.  This Diocesan Synthesis is also being published at 
large for the benefit of the faithful of the Diocese of Pittsburgh. 

 
The Synthesis is not an endorsement of any of the elements listed therein, nor is it to be understood as doctrinal or 
authoritative in nature. It is not a list of action points for future change; rather, it is simply a presentation of what 
has been heard during this journey. 

 
Top 3 Most Common Themes: Liturgy, Welcoming and Inclusion, and Catechesis. 

 
Liturgy. The most frequently mentioned topic in the responses received had to do with the Church’s liturgy.  
Many individuals spoke of the importance of life-giving liturgies, engaging music, reverent celebration of the 
sacraments, the centrality of the Most Holy Eucharist and the grace of Eucharistic Adoration. .  If we are truly 
“Journeying Together,” the journey needs to have the Eucharist both as its ultimate destination and as food for the 
journey.  At the same time, it is apparent that different people find connection and meaning in different liturgical 
styles. There is a sense that we need to work to make the liturgy an occasion of true beauty and reverence that 
goes beyond preferred “liturgical styles.” Renewed effort, energy, and resources should be invested into the 
celebration of our liturgies. 

 
Welcoming and Inclusion. Many stories focused around the need to be a welcoming and inclusive Church, 
although understandings of what that means seem to differ.  There is a perceived need to find better and more 
effective ways to welcome and include new members, and to welcome those who feel excluded for a variety of 
reasons.  There is also a strong feeling of sadness among participants regarding children and younger generations 
who no longer practice the faith or who have left the Church. It must be acknowledged that there is real tension 
between those who are genuinely concerned about “defending the faith and Church doctrine” on one hand, and 
those who are very concerned about the Church being too judgmental on the other. 

 
Catechesis. Responses indicated a strong recognition of the need for catechesis; Catholics, in general, are 
perceived as not knowing or understanding their faith well enough to be able to share it with others.  Participants 
clearly expressed a need for better catechesis for both adults and children, so that they can explain and answer 
questions about the faith.   

 


