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Important Dates

9/26 – 10/13:  MAP Testing
10/7:  School Mass, 10:15 AM
10/7:  12:45 Dismissal
10/14: 8 AM Mass, Grade 6

From 
the 
Principal
Dear SJS Families,

We have finished with the first week of MAP testing.  For the 
most part it looks like our students are really working hard 
and trying their best so keep encouraging them at home!  As 
I’ve said before, we want everyone to take their time and do 
their best, so we have the best information possible to help 
them to learn and grow this year.

Every Friday, unless there is a day off or scheduled, school
Mass, we invite students to attend the 8 AM Mass based on a
schedule by grade.  The dates are on the school calendar and 
are posted on the next page.  Please make every effort to get 
your child to their scheduled Mass.  We would love for our 
parents to join, as well!

You are all invited to attend the “Blessing of the Animals” on 
Tuesday, October 4 at 3:30 PM in the church parking lot by the 
entrance to the church.   Hope to see you and your pets there!

Thank you to the 112 of 197 families who responded to our
Emergency Notification Drill Survey last and this week. We
are deciphering the results and will be in touch if we have
questions. Overall, the drill was a great success!

I hope you take some time to read the rest of this weekly News 
& Notes as it contains important information.  

Have a great weekend!

Mrs. Florendo

The following students most exemplified the 
virtue of KINDNESS this week:

Brady Colluccio,  Penelope Ballister,
Aarush Rajesh,  Robert Fellini,
Joey Colluccio,  Ella Marzetti,

Leonardo Bruschi,  Oliver Swatt,
Cash Mitchell,  Sophia Parisi,

Brigid Volpe,  Olivia Kielczewski,
Grace Vinhal,  Augustin Kavanagh,

Natalia Hekiert,  Natalia Bruzzichesi,
Patrick DiDomenico,  Everett Hall,

Christopher Conley,  Cate Minervino



From the 
School

Back

Friday, 8 AM Mass
We encourage our students to attend Mass as often as possible.  Each week, on Fridays, 

one class attends the 8 AM Mass together (grades 4-8).  Since this is a weekday Mass, 

students get to school by 8:30 AM.  

The schedule for the year is as follows:

Grade 8:  11/11; 1/13;  2/24;  4/21

Grade 7:  11/18;  1/20;  3/10;  4/28

Grade 6:  10/14;  12/2;  1/27;  3/17;  5/12

Grade 5:  10/21;  12/9;  2/10;  3/24;  5/19

Grade 4:  10/28;  12/16;  2/17;  3/31;  5/26

The school calendar contains these dates, too!  Parents, please join the children! 

Reminders/Announcements:

Gum: Students are not allowed to chew gum in school.  Please make sure your child gets rid 

of gum before entering the building.

8th Grade Study Hall:  Thanks to a volunteer, our 8th graders will have the opportunity to 

attend study hall during their recess period each day.  Students must sign up for study hall 

during morning homeroom. 
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Virtus Training at Saint James Church 
 
Two Virtus: Protecting God’s Children for Adults training sessions have been 

scheduled at Saint James Church. They are Thursday, October 27, and 

Wednesday, November 2. Both will be in the Parish Center at 7:00pm. 

 
To register, go to www.virtusonline.org. On the left side, click on “first-time 

registrant” and begin the registration process. Search for “Metuchen, Diocese, NJ” 

and locate the St. James Church Virtus class. Make your selection and proceed with 

the registration process.  

 

  Required “Volunteer Certification” 

In order to volunteer for any student-related activities, HSA student events, 

playground duty, etc., you must be completely volunteer certified which includes: 

• Fingerprint Background Check (expires every 3 years; renewal is online 

process only) 

• Attend one Virtus: Protecting God’s Children for Adults session  

• Complete necessary paperwork - 

o Diocese of Metuchen Volunteer Application 

o Read the Code of Pastoral Conduct and sign Acknowledgement Form 

Go to our school website at www.sjsbr.org/volunteer and scroll down to “Volunteer 

Requirements.”  All necessary instructions, links, and paperwork can be found there. 

Please contact Carolanne Patetta at cpatetta@sjsbr.org or (908) 766-4774 x223 

with any questions or if you need any assistance with the process. 
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My dear families:

This is the time of year when activities for the youngsters gear up and many 

organizations, sports, dance, socials, etc., have major and minor events on 

Sunday mornings. As Catholics it is our obligation to attend Holy Mass on 

Sundays and Holydays of Obligation. Since the Vatican Council II, the Church 

has made it easier for Catholics to fulfill their Sunday obligation by offering a 

Saturday evening Vigil Mass which 'counts' for our Sunday obligation. The 

Church of Saint James offers the Saturday Vigil Holy Mass at 5:30 pm.

So, families, remember that offering your children every opportunity to 

participate in extracurricular activities is admirable, but please keep the 

obligation of attending Holy Mass as a family a priority on your schedule to 

receive the Sacramental graces from the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of 

Jesus, which flow abundantly from the Eucharist. 

Best,

Msgr. Cronin



Advancement Back

Click image to register!

https://sjsbr.org/saint-james-parent-night-out
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ILLNESSES IN SCHOOL

If your child has significant cold symptoms, even with a negative COVID test, it’s best to keep them home and 
rest and reduce the spread of the cold to others. Please remind children the importance of handwashing in and 
outside of school.

Please treat your child’s allergies and asthma with medications prescribed.

Your child must be fever free for 24 hours without fever reducing medication before they can return to school 
and 24 hours after a last vomit or diarrhea.

If you are unsure if you should send your child to school, please email Beth DiDomenico at sjsnurse@sjsbr.org.

ATTENDANCE POLICY    

For late and early dismissals, please contact the main office at 908-766-4774 ext. 0 or email soffice@sjsbr.org 
and email your child’s teacher.

To report your child absent from school for any reason, email the nurse at sjsnurse@sjsbr.org or call 908-766-
4774 ext. 228 and email your child’s teacher.   

COVID INFORMATION

We will continue to follow the NJ guidelines for K-12 schools with some added guidance from the health 
department. Day 0: The first day of symptoms or positive test. Return day 6 and wear a mask through day 10. If 
your child is a close contact (even in the home), no mask required. Daily testing and close monitoring of 
symptoms is encouraged.

COVID cases are on the school website under the tabs, Parents, School Nurse.

https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/PH_Recommendations_K-12_Childcare_Camp.pdf

RAINBOW FENTANYL

A concerning new drug form of Fentanyl targeting children has been found in the US. Please see the following 
links for more information.
https://www.dea.gov/press-releases/2022/08/30/dea-warns-brightly-colored-fentanyl-used-target-young-
americans

https://www.addictionresource.net/blog/rainbow-fentanyl/

https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/PH_Recommendations_K-12_Childcare_Camp.pdf
https://www.dea.gov/press-releases/2022/08/30/dea-warns-brightly-colored-fentanyl-used-target-young-americans
https://www.addictionresource.net/blog/rainbow-fentanyl/
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The Importance of Attendance

One of the most important things your child can do to achieve academic success is one of the most basic, attend 
school every day. Being in school every day means your child won't miss out on learning. Explain that they can 
only be absent if they are sick or if there is a family emergency.

*Please be sure to follow all Covid-19 protocols and screenings. Please be on alert for signs of illness in your 
children and keep them home when they are sick.   

Ways you can help:

• Help your child get to school on time. Frequently coming to school late may be noted on your child's 
permanent record and it will make it difficult for your child to stay caught up with the first lessons of the 
morning. Teach your child how to set and use an alarm clock and leave the house with plenty of time each 
morning.

• Follow the school's attendance policy. Click here for the St. James policy.

• Take an active role. Stay involved in your child's daily experiences at school by asking how the school day 
went and listening carefully to what your child shares with you - both the successes and struggles. Make it a 
point to meet your child's friends and teachers.

• Check homework. Check each night to see that your child understands and completes the day's homework 
assignments.

• Locate potential sources of anxiety. If your child frequently appears upset or reluctant to go to school and 
cannot tell you why, schedule an appointment with his or her teacher or school counselor to talk about 
possible sources of the anxiety.

• Keep updated on school events and announcements. Read the school documents that your child brings home 
and take note of important announcements and dates, such as back-to-school night and parent-teacher 
conferences.

• Limit the amount of time that your child misses school due to medical appointments or illness. If possible, 
avoid scheduling doctor's appointments during the school day. Allow your child to stay home only in the case 
of contagious or severe illnesses.

• Schedule family events and trips with your child's school schedule in mind. Plan holiday celebrations or family 
trips during weekends or school vacations.

• Plan ahead. Encourage your child to prepare for the next school day by laying out clothes the night before and 
helping to fix lunches.

https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/22575/documents/2022/9/Parent Student Handbook 2022-2023.pdf


Counselor’s 
Corner

Back

• Create a restful environment.  Ensure that your child gets enough quality sleep (ideal amounts range from 8 to 
12 hours). 

Encouraging and establishing good attendance habits early, helps students throughout their school years, into 
college and even into their careers later in life.

Source: attendanceworks.org



HSA Back

 

 

It's time to get ready for our Trunk or Treat on Saturday, October 29th! To 

make this event a success, we are asking each family to donate one bag of peanut 

free candy or trinkets (stickers, tattoos/ pencils). Below is a list of peanut 

free candy. A bin will be put at the top of the steps starting Monday, October 

3rd near the gym entrance. Parents and kids can easily leave the candy during 

morning drop off. 

If you have any questions, please contact Jenn Mucciolo lasassjt@gmail.com or 

Jessica Harrison jessicah0524@aol.com 

Thanks for your support! 

The HSA 
Peanut free candy suggestions 

Airheads  
Sour Patch Kids/Worms 

Twizlers 

Starbursts 

Tootsie Rolls  
Skittles 

Candy corns  
Bottlecaps 

Dots 

Dum Dums  
Enjoy Life Chocolate Bars  
Frito Lay  
Fun Dip 

Gimbals Jelly Beans  
Hot Tamales  
Hubba Bubba Bubble Gum  
Jolly Ranchers 

Jujubes  
Life Savers  
Mike & Ike 

Necco Wafers  
Nerds  
Nik-L-Lip 



HSA Back

  

Welcoming all Saint James families to our 

annual Trunk or Treat on Saturday, 

October 29th from 1-3pm!! Dress up in your 

favorite costume and come trick or treating! 

 

If you’d like to be creative and decorate your 

trunk, click the link below to sign up. Please 

remember all trunk decorators need to be 

volunteer certified.   

HSA: SJS Trunk or Treat (signupgenius.com) 

 

Any questions, contact Jen Mucciolo 

lasassjt@gmail.com or Jessica Harrison 

jessicah0524@aol.com  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a49aaad2fa6f49-sjstrunk1
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Spirituality Back

 
 

Enrollment in the Brown Scapular Confraternity will be performed at our 

next school Mass on Friday, October 7. 

 

All students in first grade will receive scapulars, as well as all new students. 

Please see the below website to learn more about the brown scapular. 

 

 

https://www.sistersofcarmel.com/brown-scapular-information.php 

 

 
 

 
If you would like to host the traveling Our Lady of Fatima statue in your home, 

please email Beth DiDomenico at bethdido@hotmail.com. 



Athletics Back

Congratulations to 
Caroline and Dylan!


