
My dear family,

As Catholic parents, sending your children to a Catholic school has shown your commitment to 

your faith. I appreciate and honor the sacrifice you are making by doing so.

While it’s true that your children are receiving daily, excellent instruction and faith formation at 

our beloved Saint James School, a very important detail is missing if you do not take them to 

the celebration of the Mass every week. 

In their lessons, our students hear that receiving the Eucharist and praying as a community at 

Mass is the most important aspect of our Catholic faith. Please do not deny them 

the opportunity to do so. I think you’ll find that regular Mass attendance will bring your family 

closer together and help you to feel you are part of something larger - a wonderful community 

of faith!

God Bless You,

Monsignor Cronin
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Important Dates

12/8:  Feast of the Immaculate Conception, 
10:30 AM Mass

12/9: 8 AM Mass, Grade 5
12/9:  Christmas Pageant, 6 PM, Church
12/10: Breakfast with Santa, 9 AM, Chapel

Basement

From 
the 
Principal
Dear SJS Families,

Happy Advent! This is such a wonderful time of waiting and 
expectation.  This afternoon, our faculty prayed the 
following, beautiful prayer:

Lord Jesus,

Master of both the light and the darkness, send your Holy 
Spirit upon our preparations for Christmas.

We who have so much to do seek quiet spaces to hear your 
voice each day,

We who are anxious over many things look forward to your 
coming among us.

We who are blessed in so many ways long for the complete 
joy of your kingdom.

We whose hearts are heavy seek the joy of your presence.

We are your people, walking in darkness, yet seeking the 
light.

To you we say, "Come Lord Jesus!'

Amen.

Many thanks to the HSA for the fun shopping opportunity for 
our students at Santa’s Village.  The students were very 
excited to choose gifts for their family and friends!

We are so excited to have received 25% returns on our re-
enrollments in just one week!  If you want to take advantage 
of the early enrollment discount and help your child(ren)’s 
class win the re-enrollment race, send in your forms soon.  

The children are getting excited for the Christmas Pageant 
on Friday, December 9.  They have been practicing their 
songs and the 8th graders practicing the tableau.  This is such 
a beautiful tradition here at Saint James School and we hope 
you will be able to join us.  Bring your whole family!

Please take some time to read the rest of this weekly News & 
Notes and have a great weekend!

Mrs. Florendo

The following students most exemplified the 
virtue of HUMILITY

this week:

Summer Hardin,  Alessandra Ortiz,
Avery Short,  Declan Thiemer, 

Molly Long, Lilly Conley,
Catarina Alonso,  Annabelle Santiago,

Nicholas Sovolos,  Bella Marra,
Spiros Andricopoulos,  Christian Andricopoulos

Alex Lorenz,  Andrew Barsemian, 
Gwyniwere Elefante, Reuben Centolanza,

Emma Dougherty,  Julia Garcia,
Chris Conley,  Shayna Sobol

Missionary Childhood 
Association donations will 

continue to be collected next 
week!
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School

Back

 

 

Our goal is for a 100% response rate by Christmas.  

 

❖ The class with the highest response rate by 12/23 will receive a  

      dress-down day and movie afternoon 

 

❖ The class with the second-highest response rate by 12/23 will     

      receive an afternoon of extra recess 

 

❖ The class with the third-highest response rate by 12/23 will  

                               receive a virtual field trip 

 

 

Enroll by 12/23/2022 

and pay $125 per child 

 

Enroll 1/3/2023 – 1/28/2023:  $200 per child 

Enroll after 1/28/2023:   $250 per child  

 

** Open Enrollment begins on 1/29/2023:  any student who is not enrolled is not 

guaranteed a space after this time 

 

 

Siblings of current students may also register at this time* 

 

Place the name of siblings in the “New Students” section of 

registration form and we will send you an application. 
 

*Subject to space availability 

 

 

Early Results are in!

1st Place: PreK-3 with 50% returned

2nd Place:  5th Grade with 35% returned

3rd Place:  1st Grade with 32% returned
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Please adhere to the Pick-up/Drop-off procedures 
communicated at the beginning of the school year and in the 
Parent-Student Handbook.  This is for the SAFETY OF ALL!

Picking-up or Dropping-off along Finley Avenue or Collyer 
Lane IS NOT SAFE.  

Please also pull all the way up as close to the gym entrance as possible.  If 
there is a long line and you are as far back as the main office entrance, 
your child(ren) should hop out there.  This will make the drop-off line go 
faster.  

Parents should not be getting out of the car in the drop-off line.  If you 
want/need to help your child out of a car seat, please park and walk.

PLEASE! Friday, 8 AM Mass
We encourage our students to attend Mass as often as possible.  Each week, on 

Fridays, one class attends the 8 AM Mass together (grades 4-8).  Since this is a 

weekday Mass, students get to school by 8:30 AM.  

The schedule for the year is as follows:

Grade 8:  1/13;  2/24;  4/21

Grade 7:  1/20;  3/10;  4/28

Grade 6:  1/27;  3/17;  5/12

Grade 5:  12/9;  2/10;  3/24;  5/19

Grade 4:  12/16;  2/17;  3/31;  5/26

The school calendar contains these dates, too!  Parents are most welcome to join! 

https://ec-prod-sites.s3.amazonaws.com/22575/documents/2021/10/Pick%20Up%20Drop%20Off%20Procedures%202021-2022.pdf
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Calling all shoppers!!

Get a head start on your Christmas shopping 

and support the 8th grade fundraiser!

Please join us for a Vineyard Vines shopping 

event on Wednesday, December 7th from

11:00 a.m to 1:00 p.m. at the Mall at Short 

Hills.

If you can’t make it in store, no problem!! You 

can shop from the comfort of your own home 

by following these steps:

1. Visit vineyardvines.com and create an 

account at the Sign In prompt.

2. Select pieces to purchase and add to your 

shopping cart.

3. Add in address and credit card 

information where prompted. PLEASE DO 

NOT CLICK "PLACE ORDER".

4. Email shorthillsmanagers@vineyardvine

s.com or call us at 973-564-6101 and let us 

know you have an order ready to 

complete. Please include a phone number 

in your email.

5. We will contact each supporter as soon as 

possible, adding in promotional codes and 

ensuring your purchase is added to our total for 

the day. Your order will be mailed to your 

home address--no need to come to the store to 

pick up!

Please remember we have to complete the 

order in store in order for it to count 

towards your total!

We hope to see you there supporting our 8th 

grade!

Thank you in advance for your continued 

support!

8th Grade Fundraiser

http://vineyardvines.com/
mailto:shorthillsmanagers@vineyardvines.com
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https://www.boldym.com/sjbr/events
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We continue to see many illnesses in school. 

 

● Handwashing is the number one way to help prevent these 

illnesses.  

● Please encourage your children to wash their hands frequently 

with soap and water: after school, sports, playdates, and 

especially before eating. 

● Teachers will encourage students to wash their hands in school. 

There is also hand sanitizer in classrooms. **If you do not want 

your child to use hand sanitizer, please email your child’s 

teacher. 

● If your child is truly not feeling well, please do not send 

them into school. This will help prevent the spread of 

illnesses. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO REPORT YOUR CHILD’S ATTENDANCE 
 

                                       

For late and early dismissals, please contact the main office at 908-766-4774 

ext. 0 or email soffice@sjsbr.org and email your child’s teacher. 

 

To report your child absent from school for any reason, email the nurse at 

sjsnurse@sjsbr.org or call 908-766-4774 ext. 228 and email your child’s teacher.      
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COVID-19 UPDATES 

 

Please continue to check the COVID-19 dashboard for cases in the 

school on our website, under “parents, school nurse” tabs. 

 

Please see the latest COVID-19 guidelines for NJ schools below. Like 

we have since the pandemic, we will continue to follow these 

guidelines. 

 

1. If COVID-19 positive, day 0 is the first day of symptoms or 

positive test. Return to school on day 6.  Per guidelines, masks 

are encouraged through day 10, but can be taken off if a 

negative test is obtained. The rationale is that if you still are 

testing positive, there is potential for the virus to spread. 

2. If your child is a close contact, continue to monitor your child for 

symptoms and testing is encouraged. 

https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/PH_Recom
mendations_K-12_Childcare_Camp.pdf

https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/PH_Recommendations_K-12_Childcare_Camp.pdf
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How to Teach Thankfulness in Young Children

What is it that makes a person thankful and why is it that we often only acknowledge our appreciation for what 

is important in our lives around the holidays? While it's true that we shouldn't only be thankful at the end of the 

year, it's actually a very good time to talk to your children about the concept and why it is so important.

This is especially true with preschool-age children who often do best learning a new idea when it is modeled for 

them. So, whether it is November, December, or March, there are easy ways for you to demonstrate to your little 

one the notions of thankfulness, kindness, and generosity and why they are so important.

Set a good example. You are your child's first and best role model. If she sees you engaging in generous 

behavior, she'll want to do the same thing. So if you are buying food for a local food drive or donating clothing 

to a church, let your preschooler know what you are doing and why. You aren't showing off or patting yourself 

on the back, you are demonstrating generosity in action.

Let her help. If her preschool is holding a toy drive, let her come with you to pick out the toy and wrap it. 

Explain why toys are being collected and why it is important that you help. Don't ask her to donate her own 

money, but if she volunteers, accept with great praise. If she has a lot of toys laying around that she no longer 

plays with that are in good shape, consider approaching her about donating them to a needy family or local 

preschool or daycare center.

Put things in perspective. Naturally self-centered creatures, it's hard for preschoolers to grasp that there is a 

big world and it isn't orbiting around them. Do your best to explain that just like he does, people everywhere 

have different things that they need. Without being too heavy-handed, talk about how some people need warm 

food to eat and clothes to wear and how it is very nice when other people help out by buying these types of 

things.

Start off small. By simply teaching your child to share or to better get along with a sibling, you are one step 

closer to raising a child who appreciates what he has.

Praise and scold appropriately. When your child does perform an act of kindness, be effusive in your approval. 

Say things like, "I'm so proud of you for sharing the toys at preschool." More than anything else, your 

preschooler wants to make you happy, so when she does, shout it from the mountaintops. As she gets older, 

she'll still appreciate your support but will behave in a generous fashion because it makes her feel good. At the 

same time, if your preschooler behaves selfishly, be sure to let her know. "It makes me and your friend sad 

when you grab toys away. Why don't you take turns?"

Stress the importance of manners. Thank you is such a simple phrase, but it makes such a difference in a little 

one's behavior and how he is perceived. At first, the words may just come out of your child's mouth out of force 

of habit or because you are prompting — "What do we say?" — but eventually, he'll grasp the meaning behind 

them. Talk about why telling someone "thank you" is important. Point out a time that someone said "thank 

you" to him and how that made him feel good inside.
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Get them to take stock. The projects that my kids do every year are actually a great idea. It makes them 

stop and think about the people and things that matter most to them and why. In the beginning, you 

might be concerned if your little one rattles off a list of all the toys and things that she owns, but even 

being thankful for material things is OK. Just be sure to help her balance the list out by pointing out the 

people in her lives that she loves too.

As your little one develops characteristics like empathy and sympathy, so too will his sense of gratitude 

— attributes that will help make up his value system. Teaching a child to be thankful, generous and kind 

is a lifelong process and one that involves lots of friends and family to help — certainly something to be 

grateful for.

source: verywellfamily.com

http://verywellfamily.com/
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Bonnie Brae Toy Drive

Let's make sure each Bonnie Brae boy 

has one present to open on Christmas 

morning. Please purchase items in the 

$20-30 range. Dropoff unwrapped gifts 

in the labeled bin at the gym entrance no 

later than Tuesday, 12/13/22. Submit 

gift cards no later than Wednesday, 

12/7/22. Thank you for your generosity!

www.signupgenius.com

Saint James Families,

Each year St. James School holds a Christmas Toy Drive to support a local charity. This year the 8th grade classes 
will be organizing this collection and requesting specific toys for the student-residents at Bonnie Brae School right 

here in Basking Ridge. For those of you who are not familiar with the school, Bonnie Brae is an extraordinary school 

and therapeutic residential community serving boys, ages 8-21. The school provides a safe place for boys to heal, 
to learn and to grow. Nearly all boys who attend Bonnie Brae have suffered abuse, trauma or neglect.

The young men will not be going home for the holidays so we want to make sure each boy has one present to open 
on Christmas morning. That’s where our Saint James families come in! We hope you can lend a hand to make their 

Christmas special. Bonnie Brae is asking for donations of the following new toys in the $20-$30 range:

33- remote control cars * 32- remote helicopters * 20 LEGO Sets appropriate for Boys

10 footballs (College/NFL size) * 10 basketballs (29.5/size 7)-all ball donations must be inflated

If you are able to help, please sign up for a gift on sign up genius by using this 

link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0B44A8A82BA0FD0-bonnie

Tons of Toys in Bernardsville always has a great selection of LEGO sets, remote control cars, and balls. 

Mention "St.James School 15% off toy drive and get 15% off your entire purchase!

Amazon has a number of options for remote helicopters - links to some of them are here (although there are 

certainly other places to shop). When ordering PLEASE check delivery dates!

https://www.amazon.com/Cheerwing-S107G-Phantom-Channel-
Helicopter/dp/B0178WRTLU/ref=sr_1_4_sspa?crid=1WMT9DZWKNKYK&keywords=remote+control+helicopter&qid=1668
508347&sprefix=remote+control+helicoper%2Caps%2C256&sr=8-4-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Mini-Drones-Kids-Adults-
Controlled/dp/B07CVFWVF5/ref=sr_1_18_sspa?crid=1WMT9DZWKNKYK&keywords=remote+control+helicopter&qid=166
8508347&sprefix=remote+control+helicoper%2Caps%2C256&sr=8-18-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9tdGY&psc=1
A collection box will be set up outside the gym entrance to the school from Monday November 28th through 
Tuesday, December 13th. Please place unwrapped donations in the box.

If you prefer to donate an Amazon gift card instead, the deadline for the gift card donation is Wednesday, 

December 7th. Gift cards will be used to purchase toys and batteries for Bonnie Brae students. Electronic gift 

cards should be sent to Suzanne Pasmore at suzanne491@hotmail.com.

Thank you so much for assisting 8th grade in their efforts to bring joy to the boys at Bonnie Brae! On behalf of 

Bonnie Brae, the St. James School, the HSA, and our 8th graders, we thank you for your caring and 
generosity!

Any questions can be directed to Suzanne Pasmore at suzanne491@hotmail.com

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0B44A8A82BA0FD0-bonnie
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0B44A8A82BA0FD0-bonnie
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0B44A8A82BA0FD0-bonnie
https://www.amazon.com/Cheerwing-S107G-Phantom-Channel-Helicopter/dp/B0178WRTLU/ref=sr_1_4_sspa?crid=1WMT9DZWKNKYK&keywords=remote+control+helicopter&qid=1668508347&sprefix=remote+control+helicoper%2Caps%2C256&sr=8-4-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Mini-Drones-Kids-Adults-Controlled/dp/B07CVFWVF5/ref=sr_1_18_sspa?crid=1WMT9DZWKNKYK&keywords=remote+control+helicopter&qid=1668508347&sprefix=remote+control+helicoper%2Caps%2C256&sr=8-18-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9tdGY&psc=1
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https://sjsbr.org/breakfast-with-santa
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a49aaad2fa6f49-volunteers1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a49aaad2fa6f49-food1


HSA
Back November Box Top Challenge 

The class with the most BOX TOP money in the month 

of November will win a prize!! Please see flyer below on 

how to download the app and start earning money for 

SJS! 
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