
My dear family,

As Catholic parents, sending your children to a Catholic school has shown your commitment to 

your faith. I appreciate and honor the sacrifice you are making by doing so.

While it’s true that your children are receiving daily, excellent instruction and faith formation at 

our beloved Saint James School, a very important detail is missing if you do not take them to 

the celebration of the Mass every week. 

In their lessons, our students hear that receiving the Eucharist and praying as a community at 

Mass is the most important aspect of our Catholic faith. Please do not deny them 

the opportunity to do so. I think you’ll find that regular Mass attendance will bring your family 

closer together and help you to feel you are part of something larger - a wonderful community 

of faith!

God Bless You,

Monsignor Cronin
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Important Dates

12/9:  Christmas Pageant, 6 PM, Church
12/10:  Breakfast with Santa, 9 AM, Chapel 

Basement
12/13: Advent Confessions, Gr. 3-8, 9:30 AM
12/16: 8 AM Mass, Grade 4

From 
the 
Principal

Dear SJS Families,

Today is the day for which our students have been working 
since Halloween!  Our Christmas pageant begins today at 6 
PM and we hope to see you all there.  It promises to put 
everyone into the proper Christmas spirit!

Many thanks to the 43% of our families who have returned 
your re-enrollment forms in our second week.  We are way 
ahead of where we were last year at the same time  (about 
24%)!  If you want to take advantage of the early 
enrollment discount and help your child(ren)’s class win 
the re-enrollment race, send in your forms before 
December 23.

As I’m sure you’ve heard on the news, the flu, RSV, and 
COVID viruses are on the rise in our community. As we 
approach the Christmas holy-days and many wonderful 
family and friend gatherings, please remember that if your 
child is sick, keep them home.  If you are concerned about
your child catching a virus, they are more than welcome to 
wear a mask to school to protect themselves.  We will 
continue to promote healthy hygiene habits here in school.

Please take some time to read the rest of this weekly News 
& Notes and have a great weekend!

Mrs. Florendo

The following students most exemplified the 
virtue of SELF-CONTROL

this week:

Brady Colluccio,  Julia Perez,  
Jameson Haig, Evie Krenek,

Donato Cuttone,  Thomas Santarella,
Emily Wavro,  Macailagh Hess

Christopher Ingrassia, Hunter Astle,
Julia Daus,  London Milan,
Nolan Lawlor,  Cash Bolcar,

Mason Mendez,  Gabby Milelli,
Declan Mack,  Everett Hall,

Veronica Hekiert,  Mika van der Westhuizen
(this will be announced on Monday)

Jesus,

We want your coming to make a difference in how we
live and love.  Open our hearts to hear your telling us 
how we can bring peace and joy to others.

Come Lord Jesus!



From the 
School

Back

2nd week Results are in!

1st Place (dress-down day & movie afternoon):  5th Grade with 70% returned

2nd Place (afternoon of extra recess):  PreK-3 with 58% returned

3rd Place (virtual field trip):  Kindergarten with 48% returned

Enroll 

Early! PRIORITY DISCOUNT RATE! Enroll by 12/23/2022 and pay $125 per child

Enroll 1/3/2023 – 1/28/2023:  $200 per child

Enroll after 1/28/2023:   $250 per child 

** Open Enrollment begins on 1/29/2023:  any student who is not enrolled is not guaranteed a 

space after this time

Siblings of current students may also register at this time*

Be a part of a school that 
helps its students learn and grow!

The Fall MAP testing results showed that we met 8 and
EXCEEDED 11 of 20 growth expectations from Fall 2021 to 
Fall 2022, across all grade-levels in math, reading, and 
language usage! 



From the 
School
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Attendance

It is very important that children arrive to school on time and stay 
the whole day.

When students are late to school, they are not able to settle into the classroom and 
have to play ‘catch up.’  This can create anxiety and result in missed information 
and content.  Persistent tardiness can result in students being retained in their 
grade level.

The same goes for leaving early.  When students are taken out of school early, they 
are missing information and content.  Persistent early dismissals may also result in 
grade retention.

Good habits like arriving on time is an excellent life skill!

PLEASE! Friday, 8 AM Mass
We encourage our students to attend Mass as often as possible.  Each week, on 

Fridays, one class attends the 8 AM Mass together (grades 4-8).  Since this is a 

weekday Mass, students get to school by 8:30 AM.  

The schedule for the year is as follows:

Grade 8:  1/13;  2/24;  4/21

Grade 7:  1/20;  3/10;  4/28

Grade 6:  1/27;  3/17;  5/12

Grade 5:  12/9;  2/10;  3/24;  5/19

Grade 4:  12/16;  2/17;  3/31;  5/26

The school calendar contains these dates, too!  Parents are most welcome to join! 



From the 
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Back

https://www.boldym.com/sjbr/events


Advancement Back
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Nurse’s 
Nook

Back

Please follow the following guidelines for return to school 

after illness:  

 

1. Flu: 24 hours after the last fever without Tylenol or 

Advil and your child’s symptoms have resolved 

2. Stomach bug: 24 hours after the last episode of vomit 

or diarrhea 

3. COVID-19: 5 full days at home (Day 0 is day of 

symptoms or positive test) followed by wearing a mask 

until day 10 if continue to test positive. 

4. Strep Throat and pink eye: A full 24 hours on properly 

spaced antibiotics. 

5. Colds: Please do not send your child to school if they 

have a significant cough, runny nose, generally feeling 

unwell or very tired.  

6. Continue to encourage frequent hand washing. 

 

*******If your child is sent home from school sick, they should not 

be attending any school sports/activities that day. 

 

● If your child is truly not feeling well, please err on the side of 

caution, do not send them into school. Please consider the 

health of the students around your child, our teachers and 

their families. 
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The Importance of Being Present for your Child

One of the hardest things about parenthood is being present. The only way we can learn to be present is to jump in 
and try it. We must be consciously aware of our environment and choose better for ourselves and our children. By 
setting boundaries, you will find yourself becoming naturally present whether it be with your family, friends, or 
completing your to-do list.

12 ways to be present for your child

1. Sleep — If you are staying up too late and getting up early, that is a surefire way to NOT be a present parent. 
You’re tired and cranky. Not refreshed and happy. 

2. Put your phone away — And shut down the computer. Unplug your TV (or just get rid of it altogether). Hide your 
iPad. And vow to stay away from screens until the kids are really busy playing on their own, or during a dedicated 
screen hour or when they are asleep.

3. Listen with your eyes — When your child asks you a question, look at them and listen to their words. If you are 
truly too busy to stop and look at them, at least tell them to wait until you can fully listen. Kids — and adults — just 
want to be heard so that their ideas, beliefs, feelings matter.

4. Join in their fun —Get off the sidelines and stop watching now and then and join in on their fun. Let them do 
your hair. Draw with them. Take a walk. Or play a sport. Living in the moment is the purest form of intentional 
parenting. 

5. Plan ahead. Being present takes work. And sometimes, frankly, none of us want more work to do. But, the reward 
is always worth the work. Parenting is easier when we plan ahead and make more intentional memories rather than 
just letting chaos unfold.

6. Slow down — There is so much to enjoy in life when you are a child. Digging for worms. Running around playing 
spy. Putting on a show. Hitting the ball around. Shooting hoops in the driveway with dad. But if your schedule 
doesn’t allow for those spaces of time to do those things, you’ll just be another frantic family.

7. Pause — When a child is acting out or acting up, it’s often the sign that a serious pause is needed. Learn to notice 
that a child is off and reclaim your peaceful center. A pause is necessary.

8. Stay calm — No parent can be present and peaceful when they are angry and in a fit of rage. Keeping your cool 
is essential to making the kinds of positive decisions a child needs during their most needy times in life.

9. Seek out the beauty — Stop alongside the road when you see a deer or a rainbow. Stop and talk about the pretty 
flowers during a walk. Notice the good that others are doing. Do your best to see the beauty unfolding all around 
you.



Counselor’s 
Corner

Back

10.  Embrace the moment — Yes, there are dishes on the counter with food all over them. Yes, there are errands to 
run. But this day is your one chance because who knows what tomorrow will bring. Embrace this moment that you 
have together. Seize it and enjoy it.

11. Let them be children — Put away your adult agenda and let your children be children. Let them make a mess. 
Let them live a full life.

12. Carve out time for them — It’s easy to let one task lead to another and never actually make time to do the 
things you want to do in a day. Same goes for connecting with your children. So make time for it. Put it on your 
calendar and honor that half hour or hour. If you are at work, make sure to leave in plenty of time to make that 
special time happen.



HSA
Back

This year as a Saint James Community we 
compiled recipes from many families, alumni 
and parish members to create a way to 
connect through food. Please consider 
ordering a cookbook (or several!) to share 
with your family and friends this holiday 
season.

https://sjsbr.org/saint-james-school-
cookbook

Please note that this special HSA project will 
not be an annual event so if you would like 
a cookbook, this is the time to order.

Thank you and Bon Appetit!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094fafa829a7fe3-november
https://sjsbr.org/saint-james-school-cookbook


HSA
Back

Saint James Families,

Each year St. James School holds a Christmas Toy Drive to support a local charity. This year the 8th grade classes will be organizing 

this collection and requesting specific toys for the student-residents at Bonnie Brae School right here in Basking Ridge. For those of 

you who are not familiar with the school, Bonnie Brae is an extraordinary school and therapeutic residential community serving boys, 

ages 8-21. The school provides a safe place for boys to heal, to learn and to grow. Nearly all boys who attend Bonnie Brae have 

suffered abuse, trauma or neglect.

The young men will not be going home for the holidays so we want to make sure each boy has one present to open on Christmas 

morning. That’s where our Saint James families come in! We hope you can lend a hand to make their Christmas special. Bonnie Brae

is asking for donations of the following new toys in the $20-$30 range:

33- remote control cars * 32- remote helicopters * 20 LEGO Sets appropriate for Boys

10 footballs (College/NFL size) * 10 basketballs (29.5/size 7)-all ball donations must be inflated

If you are able to help, please sign up for a gift on sign up genius by using this 

link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0B44A8A82BA0FD0-bonnie

Bonnie Brae Toy Drive

Let's make sure each Bonnie Brae boy has one present to open 

on Christmas morning. Please purchase items in the $20-30 

range. Dropoff unwrapped gifts in the labeled bin at the gym 

entrance no later than Tuesday, 12/13/22. Submit gift cards 

no later than Wednesday, 12/7/22. Thank you for your 

generosity!

www.signupgenius.com

Tons of Toys in Bernardsville always has a great selection of LEGO sets, remote control cars, and balls. Mention "St.James

School 15% off toy drive and get 15% off your entire purchase!

Amazon has a number of options for remote helicopters - links to some of them are here (although there are certainly other 

places to shop). When ordering PLEASE check delivery dates!

https://www.amazon.com/Cheerwing-S107G-Phantom-Channel-

Helicopter/dp/B0178WRTLU/ref=sr_1_4_sspa?crid=1WMT9DZWKNKYK&keywords=remote+control+helicopter&qid=1668508347&sprefix

=remote+control+helicoper%2Caps%2C256&sr=8-4-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1

https://www.amazon.com/Mini-Drones-Kids-Adults-

Controlled/dp/B07CVFWVF5/ref=sr_1_18_sspa?crid=1WMT9DZWKNKYK&keywords=remote+control+helicopter&qid=1668508347&sprefi

x=remote+control+helicoper%2Caps%2C256&sr=8-18-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9tdGY&psc=1

A collection box will be set up outside the gym entrance to the school from Monday November 28th through Tuesday, 

December 13th. Please place unwrapped donations in the box.

If you prefer to donate an Amazon gift card instead, the deadline for the gift card donation is Wednesday, December 7th. 

Gift cards will be used to purchase toys and batteries for Bonnie Brae students. Electronic gift cards should be sent to Suzanne 

Pasmore at suzanne491@hotmail.com.

Thank you so much for assisting 8th grade in their efforts to bring joy to the boys at Bonnie Brae! On behalf of Bonnie Brae, the 

St. James School, the HSA, and our 8th graders, we thank you for your caring and generosity!

Any questions can be directed to Suzanne Pasmore at suzanne491@hotmail.com

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0B44A8A82BA0FD0-bonnie
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0B44A8A82BA0FD0-bonnie
https://www.amazon.com/Cheerwing-S107G-Phantom-Channel-Helicopter/dp/B0178WRTLU/ref=sr_1_4_sspa?crid=1WMT9DZWKNKYK&keywords=remote+control+helicopter&qid=1668508347&sprefix=remote+control+helicoper%2Caps%2C256&sr=8-4-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Mini-Drones-Kids-Adults-Controlled/dp/B07CVFWVF5/ref=sr_1_18_sspa?crid=1WMT9DZWKNKYK&keywords=remote+control+helicopter&qid=1668508347&sprefix=remote+control+helicoper%2Caps%2C256&sr=8-18-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9tdGY&psc=1


HSA
Back November Box Top Challenge 

The class with the most BOX TOP money in the month 

of November will win a prize!! Please see flyer below on 

how to download the app and start earning money for 

SJS! 



J.O.Y. Back


