
Incoming 8th Graders

Your summer reading assignment is the perfect way to keep your mind fresh and ready for the

upcoming school year.

For your assignment, you will be asked to read two books from the list provided below. After

reading, you must complete the following for each book:

Annotating a text:

Annotate: add notes to a text, giving explanation or comment

Use the following strategies to annotate your story:

1. Underline important text evidence.
a) Only underline the most important words and phrases
b) Do not underline entire paragraphs!

    2.  Circle words you do not know. Write their definitions in the margin.

    3.  Highlight words and phrases you think are important.

    4.  Write notes and questions in the margins. If you come across something that
         confuses you, make a note of it in the margin.

    5.  Sketch a picture to help you visualize a word or idea.

    6.  Underline any imagery (your senses) used and tell what it is
          Look for personification, onomatopoeia, hyperbole, alliteration, idiom, metaphor
          and simile and label.

*Side note - These are your books to keep, so it is your (or your parents) decision whether or
not you want to write in your books. If you feel more comfortable using post-it notes, that is OK
as well.

*Another side note - If you have another book in mind that is not on the reading list, please run
it by me first!

A word of advice: Do not leave all of the reading until the last few weeks of summer. It will

prevent you from actually enjoying your novels, and will only make you feel stressed out about

completing your assignment on time. Read a few chapters of each book every night and you will

be done before you know it!



8th Grade Summer Reading List
Take Me to the River - Will Hobbs
Six Innings - James Preller
True Legend - Mike Lupica
Braced - Alyson Gerber
Call It Courage - Armstrong Sperry
Ghost - Jason Reynolds
The Edge - Roland Smith
White Fang - Jack London
A String in the Harp - Nancy Bond
Sounder - William H. Armstrong


