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Important Dates

9/13:  HSA Parent Hello Breakfast @ Dropoff  
9/16:  8 AM Mass, Grade 8
9/22: Back to School Night, 6:30 PM
9/23: NO SCHOOL for students, Faculty 

Professional Day
9/24:  Diocese of Metuchen Pilgrimage to 

Washington, DC
9/30:  8 AM Mass, Grade 7
9/26 – 10/13:  MAP Testing

From 
the 
Principal
Dear SJS Families,

Welcome to our 321 students, 197 families, and 41 teachers 
and staff to the 2022-2023 school year!

It’s been such a great week watching and listening to our
students as they settled into a new school year. New
friendships are being made, old friendships are being 
renewed, students are talking about what they are most 
looking forward to this year and what they are most nervous 
about, too.  

We enjoyed our first school Mass of the year this morning 
listening to Monsignor’s homily about how we, as Catholics, 
work together, love each other, and treat each other with 
respect by raising each other up rather than tearing each 
other down.   It was a wonderful message with which to start 
the year!

Next week we will begin studying our twelve virtues in our 
Hearts on Fire virtue curriculum.  We will study Courtesy, 
Gratitude, Kindness, Prayerfulness, Respect, Responsibility, 
Trustworthiness, Patience, Perseverance, Honesty, Humility, 
Self-Control.  Each week, students will learn what the virtue 
looks like and what it sounds like and be expected to practice 
that virtue throughout the week.  At the end of the week, one 
student from each class who most exemplified the week’s 
virtue will be recognized.  We look forward to another year of 
living in virtue!

I hope you take some time to read the rest of this weekly News 
& Notes as it contains important information.  

Have a great weekend!

Mrs. Florendo

+
Dear Lord,
At the beginning of this new school year, we implore 
your mercy.  Bless the students, families, teachers, and 
staff of Saint James School that together we may grow 
in faith, hope, and love
as we learn from you and each other how to follow 
your Son Jesus.

Expand the horizons of our minds, that we may grow 
in wisdom, understanding, and knowledge;
deepen our commitment to seek the truth of your ways; 
and enliven our faith to reach out to those in need.

Glory and praise to you, Lord God, in Christ Jesus 
forever and ever.   Amen
+
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Required “Volunteer Certification” 

In order to volunteer for any student-related activities (including any classroom 

activities, classroom celebrations, birthday parties, field trips), HSA student 

events, playground duty, etc., you must be completely volunteer certified which 

includes: 

• Fingerprint Background Check (expires every 3 years; renewal is online 

process only) 

• Attend one Virtus: Protecting God’s Children for Adults session  

• Complete necessary paperwork - 

o Diocese of Metuchen Volunteer Application 

o Read the Code of Pastoral Conduct and sign Acknowledgement Form 

Go to our school website at www.sjsbr.org/volunteer and scroll down to “Volunteer 

Requirements.”  All necessary instructions, links, and paperwork can be found there. 

Please contact Carolanne Patetta at cpatetta@sjsbr.org or (908) 766-4774 x223 

with any questions or if you need any assistance with the process. 

 

VIRTUS TRAINING AT ST. JAMES CHURCH 

Tues, September 13 at 7:00pm in the Parish Center 
 

Go to www.virtusonline.org. On the left side, click on “first-time registrant” and 

begin the registration process. Search for “Metuchen, Diocese, NJ” and locate the 

St. James Church Virtus class. Make your selection and proceed with the 

registration process. If these dates are not convenient, you can attend this training 

at any location and in any NJ Diocese. 
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Saint James School 

Drop Off Procedures 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drop Off Procedure:  The one-way Drop-Off “Loop” provides a safe way to drop your child(ren) 

off at school.  

• All cars must enter from Collyer Lane 

• Turn right into the basketball court 

• At the end of the lot, turn left and continue straight toward the GYM (see red arrow) entrance 

of the school 

• All children should disembark the car on the PASSENGER SIDE in the Drop Off Zone 

marked on the map 

• Once children have disembarked, proceed slowly, then turn right to exit on Collyer Lane 

• Please be considerate of others’ time, by dropping your child(ren) off quickly and efficiently 

• The speed limit for the Drop Off Loop is 10 MPH.  Please adhere to this restriction for 

the safety of all.   

 

Park and Walk Procedure:  If you prefer to escort your child to the school entrance: 

• Enter from South Finley Avenue 

• Park in the lot between the Church and the White House 

• Escort your child to the Gym Entrance, watching for cars in the lot 

• The speed limit in the parking lot is 10 MPH.  Please adhere to this restriction for the 

safety of all. 

FOR THE
SAFETY
OF ALL:

PLEASE
ADHERE
TO OUR

DROP-OFF
PROCEDURE

S

THANKS!

If walking 
your child, 

walk the 
perimeter 
of the lot.  

Do not walk 
through
traffic.
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Friday, 8 AM Mass
We encourage our students to attend Mass as often as possible.  Each week, on Fridays, 

one class attends the 8 AM Mass together (grades 4-8).  This tradition will begin again on 

Friday, September 16.  The September schedule is as follows: 

September 16:  8th Grade

September 30:  7th Grade

Check the school calendar for your class’s schedule! 

Saint James School
2022-2023

School Lunch Refund Policy
Please be advised that there is a strict no refund policy.  Funds will not be refunded for 
ANY reason, including but not limited to, illness, school closure, vacation, severe weather, 
class trip, etc.  Once an order has been placed, it is not refundable. 

Lunch Order Placement
Lunch Orders are placed on our school website through eCatholic. All orders must only be 
placed during the ordering period.  Each month, a SwiftK-12 email announcement is sent 
to parents with the specific order window. Should you miss the deadline, you will not be 
able to place a late order under any circumstance.

Please note, that you must scroll through to the bottom of the order screen and be sure to 
submit payment. An email will be sent confirming receipt of payment. If an order is 
pending without payment, an email will be sent notifying that the order is not complete. 
Late orders will not be accepted should you miss the order deadline due to an incomplete 
submission.

This policy will be strictly enforced.
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We would like to thank St. James School for the donation of $1,914.00 to America's Grow-a-
Row. Contributions from generous donors allow us to expand our programs to feed more people 
in need and educate people of all generations about healthy eating. 
   
America's Grow-a-Row's mission is to positively impact as many lives as possible through a 
volunteer effort of planting, picking, rescuing, and delivering free fresh produce. At America's 
Grow-a-Row we:   

• Provide fresh, healthy produce to those in need 
• Educate people of all generations about hunger and ways to help 
• Introduce our youth to farming and healthy eating 
• Cultivate in tomorrow's leaders the habit of giving back 
• Contribute to the sustainability of agriculture 

 

America’s Grow-a-Row is an important source of fresh produce for some of the largest hunger 

relief agencies in the region. Due to the continued pandemic and economic crisis, these 

agencies are facing unprecedented need right now, as many people are experiencing food 

insecurity for the first time in their lives. Our partner agencies are relying on us now more than 

ever before to meet our commitments to them. In order to donate 2.5 million pounds, or 10 

million servings, of farm-fresh produce typically harvested by our 9,000 volunteers each year, 

we hired additional seasonal farm staff and mechanized some of our farming practices to help 

accomplish the work done by our volunteer force. Contributions from generous donors allow us 

to meet this commitment. 

 

We appreciate your support and thank you for helping to provide farm fresh produce for healthy 

living to those in need! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

                                                                                                 

Chip Paillex                                                                                             Heather Mulvey 

President and Founder                                                                            Director of Development 

 

Our Spartan Walk raised over $1,900 for 
America’s Grow-a-Row in June! 
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Please remember that all our classrooms are peanut and tree 
nut free for the safety of our students with allergies. Peanuts 

and tree nuts are allowed in the cafeteria as there is a designated table 
for those with allergies.

Universal Child Health Records (UCHR) are only required for pre K 3, 
pre K 4 (each year) and new students.

Tdap and meningitis vaccines are required for students in grade 6 (11 
years old). Please email the nurse with your child’s record when they 
receive these vaccines.

Please send in a refillable water bottle with your child each day. 

Due to injuries, monkey bars are only allowed for students in grades 5-8 
during school hours.

If you would like your child to have over the counter medications at 
school, please fill out the form on the school website under the Parents, 
Nurse tab. 

Please see the latest COVID-19 guidelines for NJ schools. Like we have 
since the pandemic, we will continue to follow these guidelines.

https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/PH_Recommendations_K-12_Childcare_Camp.pdf
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For those that are new to Saint James School, our guidance counselor's name is Mrs. Kristin 
McInerney. She provides individual counseling, small group counseling, and classroom lessons to all 
students from preschool through 8th grade.

Mrs. McInerney's goal is for every student to know that she is available to support and guide them 
through whatever challenges they may face. In addition, she is available as a resource to all 
parents/guardians so that we can work together to create a positive school environment for your 
child. Mrs. McInerney collaborates regularly with teachers, nurses, and school administrators and 
also coordinates care with outside therapists, counselors, and the Somerset Education Commission 
to ensure all students' needs are met.

Mrs. McInerney is the office on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays and can be reached via email at 
kmcinerney@sjsbr.org or by phone at 908-766-4774. Please reach out at any time with questions or 
concerns you may have.
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HSA Parent Welcome Breakfast 

 

 

Please join us on Tuesday, September 13th from 8-9:30am, for some coffee and light refreshments!! This 

is a wonderful opportunity to sign up to volunteer and learn about all the fun activities the HSA puts on 

throughout the school year! We’ll be able to answer any questions you may have about the volunteering 

certification process.  Hope to see you all there! 



Spirituality/J.O.Y. Back

 

 

Please join us at our first ministry meeting this Tuesday 
Sept. 13th 8:45am in the parish center (under the 
church in the library room). We will be discussing this 
fall’s events and volunteer opportunities as well as the 
upcoming Women’s Retreat being held by the Parish 
Women’s Ministry. 
For more information please reach out to Deirdre 
Volpe, 908.347.6639 deirdrevolpe@gmail.com 
Join our Facebook group: J.O.Y. SJS Mom’s Ministry 

We are excited to announce 
that the former spirituality 
committee is expanding and is 
now J.O.Y. SJS Moms 
Ministry. There are new 
activities and events in store 
for this school year including 
Walking with Purpose bible 
study!   
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