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Important Dates

1/20:  End of Marking Period 2    
1/24:  8th grade cap & gown picture retakes
1/29 – 2/3: Catholic Schools Week
1/29: 9 AM Mass, ALL STUDENTS,

wear winter uniforms  

From 
the 
Principal
Dear SJS Families,

On January 9, I looked at Mrs. Patetta and Ms. 
Victoria-Castro and said, “Ya know, it would be 
nice to have a whole month off.  I think that’s what 
I need.”  God has an interesting sense of humor.

I want you all to know that your prayers, emails, 
cards, meals, and happy thoughts are so 
appreciated by me and by my family.  I am feeling 
much more myself and plan to be back in school 
on Monday.  I’ll start with some mornings and then 
transition back to full time.  I’ve missed my SJS 
family more than I can say so it will be a blessing 
to be back to school!

As you may already know, Catholic Schools Week 
begins on Sunday, January 29 with our opening 
Mass at 9 AM.  I would love to see all our students 
and families at the Mass!  This is the one time each 
year that we get to publicly (and loudly) celebrate 
our wonderful, Catholic school, so please make 
every effort to attend the 9 AM Mass on Sunday, 
January 29.  On the next page, you will see the 
week’s schedule of events.  I want to thank the 
HSA for all their hard work in planning many of 
the events and for their support in all the others.  I 
am grateful!

Please take some time to read this week’s News & 
Notes and have a great weekend! 

Mrs. Florendo

The following students most exemplified 
the virtue of RESPECT

this week:

Summer Hardin,  Catherine Pasmore,
Ryan Yawger,  Ellie Kostrowski,

Joey Colluccio,  Veronica Alvites,
Sasi Sovolos, Ambrose Kavanagh,

Alex Moroz,  Melania Sasko,
McKenna Healy,  Brady Kostrowski,

Ivy Washburn,  Brooke Hummel,
Greyson Astle,  Natty Bruzzichesi,

Gavan Stropoli,  Chad Vassallo,
Emerson Mania,  Cate Minervino

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Charlotte McLaughlin, Grade 8, is the winner of the SJS-Scripps Spelling Bee!  

Charlotte will move on to the County-level Spelling Bee on March 4!

Congratulations to runner-up, Matty Krenek, Grade 4, and to all our participants!
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To St. James Families and Staff, 

For our Catholic Schools Week service project this year, Saint James School students will be bagging 

cookies and cooking meals to be distributed from the SHIP Mobile Soup Kitchen.   SHIP, the 

Samaritan Homeless Interim Program, is a faith based and community funded organization that serves 

the poor and homeless of Somerset County.  One of their many programs is serving hot meals to the 

poor.  Over 1.25 million meals have been served since the program started in 1984.   Click here to see 

a few minutes of the mobile kitchen in action.

Our project goal is for every student to have a hands-on experience delivering meaningful benefit to 

the needy.  Students in grades PreK through grade 2 will make individual bags of cookies to be served 

with each meal; we will make more than 1000 bags of cookies!  Students in grades 3 through 8 will 

cook hot meals in crockpots that will then be frozen in catering trays, making many trays of nutritious 

food!  On cooking day - Wednesday, 2/1 - students will collectively accomplish these goals with their 

own hands.  

“for I was hungry and you gave me food.”   Matthew 25:35

We can only do this with the help of the St. James School community.  Please consider donating food 

items to the project pantry.  Non-perishable items can be dropped off inside the gym entrance from 

1/23 through 1/31; perishable items drop off is 1/31.  Ingredients and supplies are listed in this Sign-up 

Genius.  Also, we need to borrow your crockpots (preferred) and instant pots!  Cooker drop off will 

coincide with morning drop off on 1/27 (we will have a designated drive-through drop off area – more 

info to come).  All cookers will be available for you to pick-up at by the end of Catholic Schools 

Week.  

In addition to the Sign-Up Genius for specific pantry items we will need, we are opening a link on the 

school website if you would like to make a monetary donation for project supplies.  There is no 

obligation to donate, but sometimes this is an easier option for parents.  All money will go to purchase 

items used for the service project.   

We appreciate your generosity and support always!  

If you have any questions, please contact Suzanne Pasmore at suzanne491@hotmail.com.  

https://www.ship908.com/assets/multimedia/2011_01-02_SHIP-s_MSK_a_mobile_soup_kitchen_No_Plfd.mp4
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0b44a8a82ba0fd0-catholic#/
https://sjsbr.org/catholic-schools-week-service-project-donation
mailto:suzanne491@hotmail.com


From the 
School

Back

Friday, 8 AM Mass
Make it a New Year’s Resolution!

We encourage our students to attend Mass as often as possible.  Each week, on 

Fridays, one class attends the 8 AM Mass together (grades 4-8).  Since this is a 

weekday Mass, students get to school by 8:30 AM.  

The schedule for the year is as follows:

Grade 8: 2/24;  4/21

Grade 7:  3/10;  4/28

Grade 6:  1/27;  3/17;  5/12

Grade 5:  2/10;  3/24;  5/19

Grade 4:  2/17;  3/31;  5/26

The school calendar contains these dates, too!  Parents are most welcome to join! 
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SCHOOL SAFETY UPDATE

A few months ago, we made it a priority to recertify all our faculty and staff in 
CPR and AED, and we are in the process of completing this. The school and 
church do have AED machines. However, they needed upgrading, and new 
ones have been purchased and have arrived. We are very thankful to the 
families who have offered to contribute to the purchases. AED machines are in 
the church, nurse’s office, next to the kitchen, and brought by the certified 
coaches to each cross country and track practice and meet.

Plans for training the church staff are underway, as well as a plan for CYM 
volunteers. We are doing our best to train as many people as possible, but this 
does take time. There are several options available if you would like to take a 
class on your own. A good place to start is www.redcross.org. While online-
only classes are available, classes that are hands-on are the preferred method 
so that you are comfortable with the equipment.

https://www.redcross.org/
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Peer Pressure and Refusal Skills

Think peer pressure is the stuff that high school is made of? You might be surprised to hear that peer 
pressure actually influences kids way earlier than that. Parents and teachers should be on the lookout 
for cliques, biases and peer influencing that can happen as early as elementary school.

Peer Pressure is defined as peers learning from and influencing one another, both positively and 
negatively. Kids are susceptible to peer pressure at any time. Some students give in to peer pressure 
to fit in, to be liked by others, or because they think it will make them more popular. Others are 
fearful of the reaction of others if they don’t go along with the group. And other students still are just 
curious to try something new that others are doing. It can be tough to say “no” to peer pressure. One 
way to help kids respond to peer pressure is to teach them how to use refusal skills. 

The following are some ways that kids can respond to difficult situations: 

1. Make a joke 

2. Give a reason why it’s a bad idea 

3. Make an excuse why you can’t 

4. Just say no, plainly and firmly 

5. Suggest an alternative activity 

6. Ignore the suggestion, change the topic, and act like its not an idea worth discussing 

7. Repeat yourself if necessary— It's okay to say no more than once. Sometimes peers need to hear it  
again to know that you really mean no! 

8. Leave the situation, it's always okay to walk away 

9. Thanks, but no thanks—you can be polite and still be disinterested 

10. Make a pact with friends to say no when you are uncomfortable with something
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Calling Volunteer Certified parents to sign up for recess duty! 

You can sign up by clicking the link below.  Even just once a 

month is a huge help! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094FAFA829A7FE3-

january

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094FAFA829A7FE3-january
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See next page 
for more 

information
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