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Important Dates

1/9 – 1/13:  Middle School midterms
1/13:  8 AM Mass,  Grade 8
1/18: 7 PM, Internet Safety Presentation to

Parents
1/19: Internet Safety presentation to students

From 
the 
Principal
Dear SJS Families,

I had hoped to have a fun year with lots of great surprises 
for 2023 but having such a big one on Tuesday was 
ridiculous!  But seriously, I was proud of our teachers, staff, 
and students on how they behaved during our initial 
evacuation after the transformer explosion, their return to 
school to retrieve their things, and their patience while 
waiting to be picked up.  Thank you to all the parents and 
guardians who waited patiently at the door to the church 
as we reunited students with parents in a safe and 
manageable way.  Thank you to Monsignor Cronin for his 
support and for praying with the students while they 
waited to be picked up!  It was great to see our community 
come together in an emergency and to work so well 
together.

You are all invited to a presentation about Internet Safety 
on Wednesday, January 18 at 7 PM.  Detective Thomas 
Laird from the Somerset County Prosecutor’s Office will 
present information about being a good “Cyber Citizen.”  
This program focuses on using care in what you say and 
send online, not sharing private information, avoiding the 
all-too-common internet scams and pitfalls, and some 
basics on sexting/online-dating.  An age-appropriate 
presentation will be made on Thursday, January 19 to 
students in grades 6-8.  All parents and guardians are 
welcome!  

Please take some time to read this week’s News & Notes 
and have a great weekend! 

Mrs. Florendo

The following students most exemplified the 
virtue of KINDNESS

this week:

Taylor Sutherland,  Lailany Mendez,
Darby Kilpatrick,  Ryan Dwyer,
Theresa Clinton,  Colin Yawger,

Teagan Rogers,  Brandon Kunen,
Joseph Milelli,  Ronan Pfistner, 

John Babic,  Avery Pfistner, 
Calista Minervino,  John DiDomenico,
Giavana Larosa,  Adam Kielczewski,
Emma Dougherty,  Sophia Jenkins,

Caroline Naulty, Gabriella Tuite

(Will be announced on Monday)

An Epiphany Prayer

Lord Jesus, may your light shine our way, as it once guided the steps of the magi; that we, too, 
may be led into your presence and worship you, the Child of Mary, the Word of the Father, 
the King of nations, the Saviour of mankind; to whom be glory forever.  

Amen
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It’s not too late to re-enroll!
Give your child the gift of a Catholic education and send in their re-

enrollment forms before open enrollment begins on January 29

Enroll 1/3/2023 – 1/28/2023:  $200 per child

Enroll after 1/28/2023:   $250 per child 

** Open Enrollment begins on 1/29/2023:  any student who is not enrolled is not guaranteed a 

space after this time

From Monsignor Cronin:

Dear Teachers, Staff, Students, and Parents,

I would like to commend you all for your actions and cooperation on 

Tuesday as we evacuated the school and then dismissed the students 

early. Mrs. Florendo and I appreciate your patience and for following 

our emergency protocols.

Monsignor Cronin
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Friday, 8 AM Mass
Make it a New Year’s Resolution!

We encourage our students to attend Mass as often as possible.  Each week, on 

Fridays, one class attends the 8 AM Mass together (grades 4-8).  Since this is a 

weekday Mass, students get to school by 8:30 AM.  

The schedule for the year is as follows:

Grade 8:  1/13;  2/24;  4/21

Grade 7:  1/20;  3/10;  4/28

Grade 6:  1/27;  3/17;  5/12

Grade 5:  2/10;  3/24;  5/19

Grade 4:  2/17;  3/31;  5/26

The school calendar contains these dates, too!  Parents are most welcome to join! 
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Calling all 3rd-7th grade students! 
 

Has your student been wishing they had signed up for music lessons at the beginning of 

the year?  Or maybe they’re finally in the groove with school and are ready to ready to 

try something new?  Then they are in luck!   
 

Mrs. Tipnis will be offering a demo class about the  

wind instruments on:  

 

 
Students in Grade 4-7 may come to the library on that day to see the various brass and 

Woodwind instruments and learn more about the art of wind-playing. 

 
Mrs. Tipnis will also be offering a violin demo class on:  

 

 

Students in Grade 3-7 may come to the library on that day to try the violin.  
 

These are the only instruments that will be offered for mid-year start. 

 

Yes, my child would like to attend the winds or string demo class! 

 

Click Here for the Sign-up form: 

https://forms.gle/ZA6Pv7ML1kk9exrG9 

Questions?:   Nancy Tipnis, nshalvat@hotmail.com 

Fundamental Music Instruction 

at St. James, Basking Ridge 

Ed Kelly Program Administrator 908-244-4943    

Nancy Tipnis, Instrumental Teacher 

Thursday January 19th 
At 8:45 AM 

Friday January 20th      

At 8:45 AM 



Advancement Back



Advancement Back



Nurse’s 
Nook

Back

NURSE’S NOOK 

   

 

We continue to see a high number of flu cases in school.  

1. Encourage frequent hand washing. 

2. Keep your child home when they are not feeling well. 

3. Return to school after the flu: 24 hours fever free without the use of Advil/Tylenol, 

minimal symptoms, and feeling well enough to have a productive day. 

4. It is not too late to get a flu shot. 

 

Please see this important information about the flu from the NJ Department of Health: 

 

file:///C:/Users/nurse/Downloads/SchoolParent-info-sheet-flu_1212202220221212.pdf 

 

PInk eye and styes are also affecting our students. Please remind your children to 

avoid touching their eyes and face in school, as well as good hand washing. 

 

We also have COVID cases. Please see the COVID dashboard on our website under 

the tabs parents, school nurse. 

 

COVID guidelines for schools: 

 

https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/PH_Recommendations_K-

12_Childcare_Camp.pdf 

 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO REPORT YOUR CHILD ABSENT TO THE 

SCHOOL NURSE (908-766-4774) EXT 228 OR EMAIL 

sjsnurse@sjsbr.org 
 

 

https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/SchoolParent-info-sheet-flu_01192018.pdf
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20 Tips for a Positive New Year

Make 2023 a great year! These suggestions will help you and your children start off 
the new year right!

1. Stay positive.

You can listen to the cynics and doubters and believe that success is impossible or you can 
know that with faith and an optimistic attitude all things are possible.

2. When you wake up in the morning, complete the following statement:

My purpose is_______________________.

3. Take a morning walk of gratitude.

Call it a “thank you walk.” It will create a fertile mind ready for success.

4. Instead of being disappointed about where you are...

...think optimistically about where you are going.

5. Eat...

...breakfast like a king, lunch like a prince and dinner like a college kid with a maxed out
charge card.

6. Remember that...

...adversity is not a dead-end but a detour to a better outcome.

7. Focus on...

...learning, loving, growing and serving.

8. Believe that everything happens for a reason.

Expect good things to come out of challenging experiences.

9. Don't waste your precious energy on gossip, energy vampires, issues of the past, 
negative thoughts or things you cannot control.

Instead invest your energy in the positive present moment.

10. Mentor someone...

...and be mentored by someone.
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11. Live with the 3 E's.

Energy, Enthusiasm, Empathy.

12. Remember...

...there’s no substitute for hard work.

13. Zoom focus.

Each day when you wake up in the morning ask: “What are the three most important things I 

need to do today that will help me create the success I desire?” Then tune out all the 
distractions and focus on these actions.

14. Implement the NoComplainingRule.

Complaining is like vomiting. Afterwards you feel better but everyone around you feels sick.

15. Read more books than you did last year.

16. Get more sleep.

You can’t replace sleep with a double latte.

17. Focus on “Get to” vs “Have to.”

Each day focus on what you get to do, not what you have to do. Life is a gift not an obligation.

18. Each night before you go to bed complete the following statements:

I am thankful for __________.

Today I accomplished____________.

19. Smile and laugh more.

They are natural antidepressants.

20. Enjoy the ride.

You only have one ride through life so make the most of it and enjoy it.

Source: guidepost.org

http://guidepost.org/
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Calling Volunteer Certified parents to sign up for recess duty! You can sign up by clicking the 

link below.  Even just once a month is a huge help!  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094FAFA829A7FE3-january 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094fafa829a7fe3-january#/
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