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Sharing geo data on phone strengthens accountability 

Two are better than one. – Ecclesiastes 4:9
Photo | COURTESY CLEAN HEART

Since early on in our mar-
riage, my wife has had to 
deal with my tendency 

to avoid thinking about any-
thing but the here and now. 
For instance, I often forget 
to tell my wife important 
scheduling details, and I don’t 
remember to take note of 
the ones she shares with me.
So, after a few major events 
got double-booked, it became 
clear to us that we needed a 
merged online calendar ASAP.
 This same communication 
issue also made our carefully 
planned budget pointless un-
less we were able to track each 
other’s daily spending in real 
time on a shared app. This 
trend of syncing our phone 
activity got us thinking about 
location sharing. We discussed 
the possibility of setting our 
phones to “Always” share our 
locations with one another for 
the sake of safety, convenience 
and for the times when one of 
us is home alone with the kids 
and we want to calculate how 
long it’s going to take for the 
other to get back.

My hesitations 
 In each of these conversa-
tions, however, despite the 
convenience and clarity that 
our sharing of personal infor-
mation would bring, I felt a 
lot of hesitation to allow all of 
that activity to be accessible 
by my wife. Certain levels of 
privacy are necessary and healthy 
in marriage, right? 
 If I was honest with myself, 
I realized that, while that 
may be true, for some reason, 
I didn’t want to admit my 
hesitation to share all that 
information with my wife. I 
guess I thought if I did, she 
might get suspicious about 
what I might have to hide. I 
knew that I had nothing to 
hide; well, not yet, at least.
 As I began to break down 
why I was hesitating to give 
my wife unlimited access to 
my schedule, my location and 
my spending, I realized that 
if I was totally honest, I just 
wanted to keep my options 
open. 
 What if I want to do some-
thing I didn’t want her to 
know about? My rationalizing 
mind quickly came up with 
circumstances where it might 
be necessary to hide my activ-
ity for reasons that were good 
rather than because I wanted 
to get away with something 
shameful or wrong. Like, what 

if I wanted to surprise her with 
a gift from her favorite store, or  
... That was pretty much it. 
 I really couldn’t come up with 
anything else, and I knew that 
even the surprise gift thing was 
a weak excuse.
 I realized that I was just hav-
ing a hard time letting go of the 
option to do something selfish 
or less than morally acceptable 
without her knowing should 
the opportunity arise. Not that 
I wanted to do anything that 
would hurt her, but removing 
the option to keep it a secret, 
should I decide to do something 
in the future, was harder than I 
expected it to be.
 I was relatively proud of my 
track record as a good husband, 
so struggling to want to be to-
tally transparent with my wife 
was humbling.

Fosters companionship
We did decide to share a 

calendar, a budget app and our 
location (“Always”) without 
much discussion, mostly be-
cause I didn’t want to admit my 
hesitation and couldn’t come 
up with a good enough reason 
for not doing it. 
 I have to say, it has been one 
of our better decisions.  The 
feelings of unity and compan-
ionship that come from hav-
ing total access to my wife’s 
information and from knowing 
that she has total access to mine 
have been greater than I could 
have expected. 

 Not only are we thinking 
about each other more through-
out the day and making deci-
sions with the other in mind, 
but we know more about each 
other’s day. It not only makes 
for more effective teamwork, 
but it allows us to feel closer and 
more involved in each other’s 
worlds.  More than anything, 
we want to truly belong to each 
other, and so the experience of 
dropping the privacy “walls” 
has been so much better than 
the secrecy (or even the po-
tential for secrecy) that kept us 
more isolated.
 As our kids are growing, they 
are using the computer more 
and are figuring out ways to 
mess around on our phones, so 
we didn’t waste too much time 
getting internet filtering and 
accountability installed on all 
the devices in our home using 
“Covenant Eyes.” I set it up so 
that I would get reports show-
ing me the internet activity on 
our computer and on my wife’s 
phone. But, when it came time 
to decide who would receive the 
reports for the internet activity 
on my phone, I hesitated. I was 
tempted to just put my own 
email address and receive my 

own reports. 
 But, that same inner conver-
sation that I had earlier around 
location sharing came back to 
me. What do I have to hide? 
What could I possibly need to 
hide from my wife? Again, the 
rationalization engine started 
chugging, but it could only 
produce the same weak excuses.
 I had to face the fact that 
something in me strongly want-
ed to just keep my options 
open. For years I’ve been win-
ning the battle to avoid content 
that would mess with my head 
and breach my fidelity with 
my wife, but what if I fall? I 
probably won’t, but what if, in 
some unforeseen circumstance, 
I did fall? I would hate for my 
wife to be affected by that, and 
I would be so humiliated if she 
saw something shameful in my 
report. And, how bad is it, really, 
if no one ever knows?  
 This last excuse, I realized, 
was the heart of the matter. 

Accountability & freedom
How much of our inner 

thoughts consist of immature 
and pointless imaginings be-
cause we know that no one 
will ever know? How often are 

we willing to entertain self-
ish and shameful thoughts 
because we know we’ll never 
“get caught”?
 Our habit of wasting time 
and brain activity on self-
gratification often keeps us 
from believing that God could 
truly love us. We don’t want 
to be faced with the fact that 
he knows every little thought 
that goes through our mind, 
so we avoid thinking about 
that, and we often avoid even 
spending much time with 
Him in prayer because of it. 
Our faith suffers and our rela-
tionship with God atrophies. 
These same dynamics are 
often at work in our relation-
ships with our spouses, as well.
 We spend a large amount 
of time on the internet, so 
much so that our identity is 
often tied up in what we do 
online. Without the transpar-
ency that internet account-
ability brings, we will likely 
have trouble experiencing the 
freedom of belonging that our 
hearts so deeply desire. 
 Secrecy requires isolation, 
which is too big a price to 
pay for “keeping our options 
open.” In marriage, isolation 
leads to division, and de-
mons lurk in secrecy and divi-
sion. Bringing the truth into 
the light allows God to heal 
division and give us the free-
dom to belong to one another 
in a unity that needs no walls.
Now that I’ve overcome my 
excuses and set up my phone 
to send my wife regular re-
ports of my internet activity, 
I don’t have to think about 
it anymore. She is with me 
throughout the day, even in 
the details, which is exactly 
where I want her to be!

David 
DAWSON JR.
OFFICE OF MARRIAGE 
AND FAMILY LIFE

For More Information
Contact

Mrs. Dede Dardis
Wedding 

Coordinator

504-488-3578
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Questions: Marriage venue? Raising children Catholic?
Q What is the Catho-

lic Church’s policy 
on having a Catho-

lic marriage ceremony 
(not a Mass) at a recep-
tion venue rather than 
in a church? (My local 
pastor says that, even if 
it’s just a ceremony, it 
needs to be in a church.) 
( R o s w e l l ,  G e o r g i a )

A In answering your 
question, I am going 
to assume that both 

the bride and the groom 
are Catholic. (If, on the 
other hand, the marriage 
involved a Catholic and a 
Protestant, they would have 

the option to seek from the 
Catholic diocese a “dispen-
sation from form,” which 
could allow a Protestant 
minister to officiate at the 
ceremony even in a non-
church setting.)
 For two Catholics, the 
church’s Code of Canon Law 
notes that normally the wed-
ding is to be held in a parish 

church, but it does allow 
the local bishop to “permit 
a marriage to be celebrated 
in another suitable place” 
(Canon 1118.2).
 But my experience has 
been that most dioceses in 
most situations are reluctant 
to give permission for a non-
church wedding between 
two Catholics. The church 
tries at a wedding to main-
tain a sense of the sacred; 
it views marriage as a sacra-
ment, a commitment made 
in the eyes of God, with the 
couple seeking the Lord’s 
blessing on their lifelong 
union.
 I am aware, though, that 
in 2018 the Archdiocese of 
Baltimore began allowing 
weddings in non-church 
settings (including outdoors) 
with a bit more frequency. (A 
June 2018 article in America 
magazine noted that, in Bal-
timore’s new policy, the pre-
ferred location for weddings 
was still the home parish of 
the bride or groom and that 
locations like bars and night-
clubs were still off-limits.)

Q If a practicing Cath-
olic marries a non-
Catholic Christian, 

do they have to promise to 
baptize their children and 
raise them in the Catholic 
faith? (North Vernon, In-
diana)

A This is a very pertinent 
question – particularly 
at a time when, in 

some parts of America, as 
many as 40% of Catholic 
marriages involve ecumeni-
cal or interfaith couples – 
and the answer requires some 
explanation and historical 
perspective.
 Under the old Code of 
Canon Law, both parties to a 
mixed marriage had to prom-
ise (in writing) that the chil-
dren of the marriage would 
be baptized and brought up 
in the Catholic faith. Pope 
Paul VI, though – in his 1970 
apostolic letter “Matrimo-
nia Mixta” – modified that 
guideline somewhat, and his 
changes made their way into 

the current Code of Canon 
Law that was published in 
1983.
 The present state of Catho-
lic church law is as follows. 
Normally it is the bishop of 
the diocese of the Catholic 
party who gives permission 
for a mixed marriage to take 
place. To receive this permis-
sion, the Catholic party must 
pledge to continue to prac-
tice the Catholic faith and 
must also (Canon 1125.1) 
“make a sincere promise to 
do all in his or her power so 
that all offspring are baptized 
and brought up in the Catho-
lic faith.”
 The non-Catholic party 
doesn’t have to promise 
anything; he or she simply 
has to be made aware of the 
pledge that the other spouse 
has made. Neither spouse is 
required to sign anything in 
writing; instead, the priest 
– in requesting permission 
for the marriage – attests 
with his signature that the 
Catholic party has made the 
required pledge and that the 
non-Catholic spouse is aware 
of it.
 None of this guarantees, of 
course, that things will work 
out as the guidelines envi-
sion. It might happen that, 
with the arrival of a child, 
the non-Catholic spouse 
reevaluates and objects to a 
Catholic baptism and rear-
ing.
 In such a situation, the 
Catholic partner may be 
forced to choose between the 
harmony of the household 
and the religion of the child. 
My view is that the wording 
of the pledge – to “do all in 
his or her power” – must be 
interpreted within the con-
text of the marriage.
 No one can be required to 
do what is practically impos-
sible, and it is the sacred and 
lifelong commitment to a 
spouse that must prevail – al-
though the Catholic partner 
should continue his or her 
own Catholic practice and do 
what is reasonable to share 
that faith with the children.

 But this is exactly why 
a couple ought to discuss 
such a matter well before 
the marriage – preferably 
in a pre-Cana session with 
a priest. If the issue of the 
children’s religion forecasts 
future struggles and strife, 
one wonders whether the 
marriage itself is such a 
good idea.

Q I am a widow go-
ing out now with a 
widower. We love 

each other and he wants 
me to marry him. Can we 
get married in the church, 
keep our own names and 
not be married by the law 
of the state? The reason is 
this: If we get married un-
der state law, I would lose 
my deceased husband’s 
social security and pen-
sion, and that would put 
a financial burden on me. 
Please advise. (southeast-
ern Indiana)

A Unfortunate ly,  I 
don’t see a way for 
you to do this. In 

the United States, marriage 
by a member of the clergy 
is recognized by the state 
as a valid civil marriage. 
Prior to the marriage, a civil 
marriage license must be 
presented to the officiant, 
who then signs it following 
the ceremony and returns 
it to the municipal juris-
diction where the couple 
obtained it.
 If a priest in the U.S. 
were to marry a couple in a 
church ceremony without 
reporting it as a civil mar-
riage, that would be con-
sidered fraudulent. (I could 
see in a nation, for example, 
where interracial marriages 
were prohibited that a priest 
could on principle marry a 
couple religiously without 
reporting it civilly – but in 
the U.S., I don’t think it’s 
possible.)
 Questions may be sent 
to Father Kenneth Doyle at 
askfatherdoyle@gmail.com 
and 30 Columbia Circle Dr., 
Albany, New York 12203. 

Father
DOYLE
QUESTION CORNER

• Dry-cleaning
• Heirlooming
• Gown Restoration
• Alterations

Russell’s 
Cleaners

504.482.3153 | www.russellscleaning.com | 504.832.1546

3401 Tulane Ave. • New Orleans 
3704 Robertson St. • Metairie
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Marriage Preparation in the
Archdiocese of New Orleans at a Glance

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL THE OFFICE OF MARRIAGE AND FAMILY LIFE – (504) 861-6243 

FIRST STEPS TO THE ALTAR

MARRIAGE PREPARATION PARTICULAR LAW FOR THE ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW ORLEANS

ARE YOU MARRIED AND WOULD YOU LIKE TO BECOME A MENTOR COUPLE?

NORTHWEST SYMPTO-THERMAL

Uses a combination of basal body temperature 
and observations of physical changes to chart 
progress through the woman’s fertility cycle. 
This information can be used effectively to either 
achieve or postpone a pregnancy. Classes are 
conducted in a group setting and consist of four, 
three-hour evenings spread over the course of 
two months. Available on both the southshore 
and the northshore. Registration is through the 
Office of Marriage and Family Life, (504) 861-6243.

Congratulations! The Catholic Church joyfully anticipates the opportunity to celebrate this life-changing sacrament with you. 
St. Paul tells us the Sacrament of Matrimony is the image of Christ’s love for his Church.

The Archdiocese of New Orleans recognizes the vital role the parish community plays in the life of each couple both before and after their wedding. It is God who joins man and woman in marriage and sustains them in 
love, and it is in the parish community that we encounter him most fully. Your first step is to contact your parish priest or deacon at least 6 to 8 months before the wedding to work out a plan to prepare for your marriage 
in the Church. Your parish priest or deacon will know which resources are available to you and will recommend the best possible marriage preparation, given your particular circumstances. If you are working with a priest 
or deacon from outside the archdiocese, he can email or call the Office of Marriage and Family Life at (504) 861-6243 for information and guidance.

For a copy of the Marriage Preparation Particular Law for the Archdiocese of New Orleans and the Marriage Prep Program Dates for 2019, go to www.nolacatholic.org/documents.

Contact your parish, and then either call the archdiocesan Office of Marriage and Family Life at (504) 861-6243 to discuss options or register online for training in the In Home Marriage Prep program by going to https://
nolacatholicfla.regfox.com/in-home-marriage-prep

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING

Uses observation of physical symptoms to both chart 
progress through the woman’s fertility cycle and pro-
vide a wealth of information regarding the woman’s 
health to a certified practitioner. This information 
can also be used by medical personnel trained in 
NaPro Technology, a cutting-edge healthcare system 
that works to maintain or restore a woman’s natural 
reproductive system. One-on-one classes with a 
practitioner; introductory presentation followed 
by monthly meetings until autonomy is achieved. 
Register: Hope Fertility Care Center: https://www.
hopewomansclinic.com/fertility/creighton-model/

A method that is both simple and affordable, yet 
still very effective. It uses observation of physical 
symptoms to chart progress through the woman’s 
fertility cycle. This method is said to be ideal for a 
woman discontinuing the use of artificial contracep-
tion. It is now available through the Hope Fertility 
Care Center, and one-on-one classes consist of an 
introduction and monthly follow-up meetings until 
autonomy is achieved. To schedule an appointment 
or to learn more, email cneil@womansnewlife.com.

There are two instructor couples in the area for this 
Sympto-Thermal method, and they are both on the 
southshore. Classes are three, pre-scheduled eve-
ning sessions done specifically couple-to-couple 
(imagine that!). Live and self-paced online courses 
are also available.  Registration is online by going 
to https://ccli.org/learn-nfp-from-ccl/main-course-
descriptions/class-comparison-chart/

CREIGHTON FERTILITY CARE SYSTEM FAMILY OF THE AMERICAS COUPLE TO COUPLE LEAGUECOUPLE TO COUPLE LEAGUE

For more information • Contact Ivy Rohr, Sacramental Coordinator • 504-899-1378

GoodShepherdParishNOLA.com
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Checklist for preparing for your Catholic wedding

HERE IS A CHECKLIST 
FOR YOUR CATHOLIC 

WEDDING:

6-12 months
➤ Immediately after mak-

ing the decision to marry, 
you should visit your parish 
priest to make arrangements 
for pre-marriage counseling.

➤ Discuss with the priest 
or deacon any special cir-
cumstances that might affect 
your marriage.

➤ Complete a premarital 
inventory, a series of written 
questions responded to by 
the couple separately. The 
priest or deacon will analyze 
the results, which will help 
assess your readiness for mar-
riage.

➤ The priest or deacon will 
discuss the premarital inven-

out-of-town guests.
➤ Plan bridesmaids’ lun-

cheon.
2 months

➤ Finish addressing the wed-
ding invitations.

➤ Decide upon gifts for your 
attendants.

➤ Select the wedding ring, if 
you have not already done so.

➤ Prepare newspaper an-
nouncement.

➤ Visit your doctor.

 1 month
➤ Depending on the timing 

and completion of your mar-
riage preparation program, 
this final phase could range 
anywhere from one to three 
months before the wedding. 
In the final phase, the priest or 
deacon will discuss what you 
have learned and experienced 
during the marriage prepa-

tory with you and review the 
strengths and weaknesses of 
your communication process. 
Presuming you are ready to go 
forward, you can begin mak-
ing your liturgical wedding 
plans.

➤ With the guidance of 
your priest or deacon, decide 
on a marriage preparation 
program. The priest or deacon 
will discuss with you the most 
appropriate program, depend-
ing upon your circumstances.

➤ The Office of Marriage 
and Family Life website has 
complete information on steps 
to take when preparing to 
be married in the Catholic 
Church. For more informa-
tion, go to http://nolacatholic.
org/getting-married-1.
 The Office of Marriage and 
Family Life can be reached at 
(504) 861-6243. 

 ➤ Discuss the wedding bud-
get and style of wedding with 
both sets of parents. The priest 
or deacon will inform you 
of parish guidelines and any 
costs or offerings involved.
 ➤ Plan the reception: reserve 
all services needed.
 ➤ Decide on attendants.
 ➤ Using index cards, a com-
puter spreadsheet or a phone 
app to draw up your invitation 
list and have your fiancé draw 
up his. Keep the list in alpha-
betical order for ease in writing 
thank-you notes.
 ➤ Select your wedding dress, 
veil and accessories. Allow 
three months for delivery. 
 ➤ Select attendants’ dresses 
and shoes.
 ➤ Select a photographer.
 ➤ Select a florist.
 ➤ Plan your music, selecting 
organist and singer.
 ➤ Reserve limousines.
 ➤ Arrange rehearsal and 
rehearsal dinner, if you plan 
to have one. Tell the wedding 
party.
 ➤ Begin plans for your future 
home together.

3 months
 ➤ Order invitations.
 ➤ Order personal stationery 
and note paper.
 ➤ Complete plans for your 
honeymoon.
 ➤ Have both mothers choose 
their gowns.
 ➤ Plan accommodations for 

ration program and your 
understanding of the sacra-
ment in light of the formal 
preparation. He will discuss 
your responsibilities as future 
parents and as spouses and 
complete all documentary 
requirements.

➤ The reception of the 
sacraments of reconciliation 
and Holy Eucharist as fitting 
preparation for the sacra-
ment of matrimony will be 
addressed.

➤ Finalize wedding liturgy 
and plan wedding rehearsal.

➤ Get the marriage license.
➤ Make transportation 

plans for the wedding party.
➤ Have the final fitting of 

your bridal gown.
➤ Order your wedding cake, 

the groom’s cake and other 
desserts you may desire for 
guests to take home.

➤ Mail your invitations.

2 weeks
➤ Record each gift as re-

ceived.
➤ Check on attire for every-

one in the wedding party.
➤ Plan how to handle traffic 

and parking for guests.
➤ Arrange for name chang-

es on Social Security, driver’s 
license, auto insurance, etc.

1 week
➤ Have final consultations 

with caterer, photographer, 
florist, musician, etc.

➤ Give bridesmaids’ lun-
cheon.

➤ Keep up with gift ac-
knowledgments.

Approximately 1,400 couples are married 
each year in the Archdiocese of New Orleans. 
Planning the perfect wedding is a job that calls 
for prayer and preparation. The archdiocese 
requires a 6- to 8-month engagement period 
for couples to reflect prayerfully on their 
relationship and their readiness for marriage.

Lord, grant that I might not so much seek to be loved as to love. 
– St. Francis of Assisi

One Parish, two beautiful, Historic Landmark Churches

!"#$%&"'()*+,$-&"./0()$-.1').
!

!"#$2/.3$".4$5&6"(,"$-&"./0()$-.1').
Both Churches in the CBD, near the French Quarter, 

the Superdome, the Convention Center, 
Garden District and downtown hotels.

For more information on both churches contact

Paige A. Saleun
Wedding Coordinator

psaleun@archdiocese-no.org
504-525-4413 x201

Parish Office
724 Camp Street, New Orleans, Louisiana 70130

www.oldstpatricks.org
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Three modern obstacles to a healthy marriage

 It’s cliche to lament di-
vorce statistics, but in an at-
tempt to combat the problem 
of rising divorce rates and 
declining marriage rates, let’s 
take a look at some cultural 
problems that can be ob-
stacles to healthy marriages.

1. We have a mixed-up idea 
of married love.
 It’s normal to go into mar-
riage with some expectation 
of romance and lovey-dovey 
stuff. After all, that’s how 
people wind up wanting 
to get married in the first 
place.  
 Just as people have differ-
ent personalities, though, 
different marriages do, too, 
and most marriages don’t 
maintain that full-force “ro-
mantic” feeling forever. And 
we should not expect them 
to.
 Fading romance in a cul-
ture that tells couples they 
can quit when it gets hard, 
leave when they “fall out of 
love” or their spouse “doesn’t 
make them happy anymore,” 
is a recipe for discourage-
ment and the kinds of nega-
tive, selfish thoughts that can 
lead to divorce.

2. We fail at self-giving love.
 This is a problem I have 
observed even among very 
“faithful” Catholics who 
know and love a lot about 
their faith. Somehow, we as 
a Church have failed to help 
some husbands and wives 
hear and understand that 
their call to marriage is a call 
to make a total gift of self to 
their spouse.
 In my own life, I have 
seen what look like “perfect” 
marriages on the outside fall 
apart on the inside because 
of a failure of one or both of 
the spouses to recognize this 
simple fact: Love comes first. 
Charity above all things. You 
can be an otherwise “perfect” 
Catholic couple – earning a 
decent living, setting up a 
home, having children and 
educating them well – but 
if you fail to recognize the 
importance of loving your 
spouse with self-giving love, 
you are failing at the most 
important thing. None of 

that other stuff matters.
3. We misunderstand the
importance of vocation.
 Vocation is a tough concept 
for many of today’s younger 
generations to understand. 
The idea of a calling – not a 
job, but a calling – to marriage, 
priesthood or religious life is a 
foreign one to many. When we 

fail to recognize marriage as a 
calling, however, we belittle it. 
Culturally, it becomes a hobby 
or something nice to do “if 
you’re into that kind of thing.” 
It certainly isn’t something 
you would sacrifice your career 
for.
 If marriage is a vocation, 
that means it’s your life’s work; 

it’s not a job and not some-
thing you do on the side. It’s 
something you do first, and 
then build to rest of your life 
around, not something you 
try to fit in later, once you’ve 
saved up enough money and 
you’ve accomplished “more 
important” things.
 Let’s support marriage. Let’s 

pray for each other. Let’s en-
courage each another.

Article originally published 
by CatholicMatch Institute, 
which provides resources to 
help single Catholics develop a 
strong foundation for marriage 
through advocacy, programs 
and scholarships. Used with 
permission.

Weddings | Rehearsal Dinners | Special Occasions | Corporate Events

600 Decatur Street
3rd Floor Jax Brewery Millhouse

New Orleans, LA  70130

www.patosontheriver.com

504-561-1200
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Marriage prep blossoms for Catholics civilly married  

 Engaged couples have a 
multitude of marriage prepa-
rations to choose from in 
the Catholic Church. 
 But, what exists for bap-
tized Catholic couples civilly 
married who seek validation 
of their marriage in the eyes 
of the Catholic Church?  
 Married Catholic couple 
Ryan and Mary-Rose Verret, 
who founded the successful 
“Witness to Love” mentor-
ship program – using mar-
ried couples as examples for 
engaged Catholic couples to 
witness the life of a church 
parish – created an option.
 They were recently in 
New Orleans explaining to 
mentor couples, marriage 
enthusiasts and priests how 
they took “Witness to Love” 
and fashioned a Civil Mar-
riage Initiative, tailoring the 
marriage formation specifi-
cally to baptized Catholics 
in civil unions by embracing 
these couples and inviting 
them to become actively 
engaged in the Church by 
“convalidation.”
 Through convalidation, 
couples consent to have 
their union made valid – not 
just blessed. 
 The Verrets cited how 
the number of Catholic 
couples getting married in 
the church is dropping dra-
matically while the number 
of marriages that are being 

convalidated is rising. (20% 
of all Catholic marriages are 
convalidated.)
 Ryan Verret said there were 
294,000 sacramental mar-
riages in the U.S. in 1995. 
That dropped to 144,000 by 
2017. Yet, the number of U.S. 
Catholics had doubled, Mary-
Rose Verret added.

 “We see the amount of 
younger people disassociat-
ing with traditional life and 
things we grew up with,” 
Ryan Verret said. “We hope 
with this catechumenal ap-
proach to marriage prepara-
tion (‘Witness to Love’) that 
we can help married couples 
be a part of an ecclesial com-

munity.
 “This process is sparking a 
renewal in parishes, because 
God is doing something in 
younger people – attracting 
them to mentor couples in 
their parish – and they are 
coming back and rediscover-
ing what a parish can be.”

How the program developed
 The Verrets, who live in 
Louisiana, have had many 
encounters with civilly mar-
ried couples through mar-
riage prep but realized evan-
gelization efforts for them 
didn’t exist.
 In 2018, when a vicar gen-
eral they met in Tyler, Texas, 
vowed to reach every bap-
tized, civilly married Catholic 
in his diocese, the Verrets 
also were approached by the 
archdioceses of Philadelphia, 
Denver and others, includ-
ing the Archdiocese of New 
Orleans, to draft an initia-
tive to reach civilly married, 
baptized Catholics desiring to 
reunite with the church.
 Mary-Rose Verret said they 
conducted a national survey 
asking three questions to 
civilly married couples: 

➤ Why did you get married 
outside of the church?
 ➤ If you came to get mar-
ried in the church, what drew 
you to come back?
 ➤ What was that process 
like?
 They interviewed couples 
whose marriages were con-
validated in the Catholic 

Church using “Witness 
to Love,” parish marriage 
preparation coordinators, 
canon lawyers and clergy. 
 In the process, they dis-
covered that civilly married 
Catholic couples were ready 
to receive the theology, vir-
tue and sacrament that the 
church has to offer.
 Many couples wanted 
to return to the church of 
their birth during so-called 
“points of entry” – such as 
their children’s sacrament 
of baptism or first Com-
munion or when they were 
seeking help for a troubled 
marriage or a marriage that 
was missing something 
– and they thought that 
something was God.
 Many of the convali-
dated couples hadn’t re-
alized what they missed 
until they were the mentor 
couples guiding the en-
gaged through Witness to 
Love’s formation in virtue. 
They said the “impact of 
this ministry on their mar-
riage had been profound 
and pivotal.” 
 “I think this program is 
extremely important be-
cause as of right now there 
isn’t much programing for 
those who are civilly mar-
ried,” said Sam Pitre, the 
Archdiocese of New Or-
leans’ Office of Marriage 
and Family Life associate 
director. “We know that 
these couples are coming 

By Christine Bordelon
Clarion Herald

Marriages that are “convalidated” make up 20% of all marriages in the 
Catholic Church.

Photo | COURTESY MARY-ROSE AND RYAN VERRET

See CONVALIDATION page 12  ➤

www.jesuitchurch.net
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Mentor couple program fosters trust, openness
By Peter Finney Jr.
Clarion Herald

Alex and Ana Roscigno said their marriage preparation with mentor couple 
Patti and Tom Neal was more than they could have hoped for.

Photo | COURTESY ANA AND ALEX ROSCIGNO

 Ana Tolkach and Alex 
Roscigno met and fell in 
love as undergraduates at 
Franciscan University of 
Steubenville, and, later,  
even as they were separated 
by hundreds of miles – Ana 
in Pennsylvania and Alex 
in Slidell – they knew they 
were going to be married.
 One of their closest clergy 
friends was Deacon Felix 
Hinambona, a seminarian 
studying for the priesthood 
for the Diocese of Tororo in 
Uganda who had been as-
signed to St. Margaret Mary 
Parish in Slidell as part of an 
internship program.
 When Alex and Ana be-
gan contemplating their 
plans for marriage prepara-
tion, they were intrigued by 
the idea of asking a married 
couple to serve as a mentor 
couple for them, feeling 

that experience would be 
more valuable than attend-
ing a one-day seminar or a 
weekend retreat together.

Mentor program encouraged
 St. Margaret Mary Parish 
highly recommends that 
engaged couples make use 
of a mentor couple program. 
In some cases, the parish can 
recommend mentor couples 
who are part of the official 
marriage prep ministry; in 
other cases, the engaged 
couple chooses its mentor 
couple.
 “Deacon Felix spent a cou-
ple of years at St. Margaret 
Mary, and we got to know 
him well,” Alex said. “And 
he was very close to Dr. (Tom) 
Neal at Notre Dame Semi-
nary.”
  One thing led to another, 
and Deacon Felix asked Neal 
and his wife Patti if they 
would be willing to serve as 
a mentor couple for Ana and 

Alex in their marriage prep 
program.
 “I didn’t even know there 
was a mentor couple program 
in the archdiocese,” said 
Neal, academic dean and pro-
fessor of spiritual theology 
at Notre Dame Seminary. “I 
thought the archdiocese just 
offered retreats. So, this was 
brand new to us.
 “We had never done a 
formal mentor couple thing  
just because when we had 
kids and they were growing 
up, we were so busy and we 
didn’t want to make that 
commitment. But now that 
our youngest is a senior in 
high school, we decided we 
were open to it for the first 
time.”

A surprise for the Neals
 I ronical ly,  the Neals ’ 
youngest daughter attends 
Mount Carmel Academy, 

See MENTOR page 10 ➤

CERTIFIED MASTER BAKERS SINCE  1959
4037 Jefferson Hwy. • www.haydelbakery.com
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Alex and Ana Roscigno discovered through their mentor couple sessions 
that a good marriage does not mean being the same person. They said their 
mentors, Tom and Patti Neal, love and complement each other. 

where Ana, who moved to 
New Orleans in July, serves 
as her theology teacher.
 Alex and Ana met for six 
sessions with the Neals over 
the course of three months 
leading up to their Oct. 12 
wedding in Philadelphia, 
Ana’s family’s hometown.  
 They instantly made a 
connection with the Neals 
and felt affirmed that they 
had made the right decision 
in their choice of marriage 
preparation programs.
 “I think it was just getting 
that real experience from an-
other couple over a very long 
period of time,” Ana said. 
“The Neals are a wonderful 
couple, and they are just so 
honest. It was the trust we 
were able to form, and we 
are continuing to meet with 
them after we’ve been mar-
ried just because we became 
so close.
 “They weren’t coming  

➤ From PAGE 9

MENTOR from a curriculum stand-
point, but they were telling 
us, ‘This is our experience 
and this is how we would 
advise you.’”

Time to delve deeper
 Alex said meeting with the 
Neals six times – for about 
90 minutes in each session 
– built a deep bond that 
enabled them to talk about 
everything in a trusting en-
vironment.
 “Meeting with them mul-
tiple times allows you to 
develop trust and a really safe 
place to bring up things, both 
for them and for ourselves,” 
said Alex, 24, who works in 
commercial banking. “The 
further we got into the pro-
gram, we’d get more vulner-
able in our discussions and 
sharing what we’re excited 
about, what we’re nervous 
about, what we have fears 
about.
 “To have that relationship 
built over a period of time re-
ally is valuable in formation.”
 Alex said when entering a 

sacramental marriage and 
making a lifelong commit-
ment to another person, it 
is important to have wise 
guidance from those who 
already have done the same 
thing.
 “One of the big things 
for me is that you can’t 
just do it alone,” Alex said. 
“You don’t know what it’s 
like to be married until 
you’re married. It’s just the 
wisdom that comes from 
sitting down with another 
married couple who’s been 
doing it for 20-plus years 
and has that experience. 
It’s so invaluable. You can’t 
read it from a book or try to 
do it on your own.”
 Ana said in Philadelphia, 
most of the marriage prepa-
ration courses involve re-
treats, which might last for  
only a day or two. Usually, 
those retreats involve many 
engaged couples, which she  
said is nice but might feel to 
her “a little less personal.”

Photo | COURTESY ANA AND ALEX ROSCIGNO

See MENTOR page 14 ➤
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A closer look at the prodigal son: What it means for marriage
The King James Ver-

sion of the Bible 
states that when 

the prodigal son “came 
to himself,” he thought, 
“How many hired servants 
of my father’s have bread 
enough and to spare, and 
I perish with hunger.”
 In a lecture at the Insti-
tute for Continuing Theo-
logical Education at the 
Pontifical North American 
College in Rome, Scripture 
scholar Carmelite Father 
Craig Morrison challenged 
the audience to take a 
second look at the words 
“came to himself” and re-
flect on what this means.
 At first, I thought of the 
prodigal son as coming to 
his senses. But Father Mor-
rison prompted us to go 
deeper than this. He used 
the example of Mother 
Teresa seeing the poor on a 
train and saying to herself 
that serving the poor was 
her calling.
 The example reminded 
me of the statue of St. 
Damian – the priest who 
served on the leper settle-
ment in Molokai, Hawaii – 
in the U.S. Capitol. At the 
bottom of it is a saying by 
its creator Marisol Escobar. 
She wrote that she saw in 
the face of St. Damian a 
mystical inspiration of 
a man who was what he 
wanted to be.

Meeting the ‘right’ person
 No doubt, many of us 
have had a similar experi-
ence. Take, for example, 
meeting the right person 
for marriage and saying to 
yourself, this is who I want 
to be with the rest of my 
life.
 Unfortunately, we live 
in an age that often pres-
ents images of what we 
should be that are not re-
ally what we desire down 
deeply. It is also a cosmetic 
age that prompts us to 
look glamorous and to 
consider this being what 
we want to be like.
 Going deeper into the 

Father Eugene
HEMRICK
THE HUMAN SIDE

parable of the prodigal son 
prompts us to look into 

ourselves and ask, “Who do 
I really want to be?”
 The question goes beyond 
being self-confident. Rather, 
it prompts us to ask, “In the 
eyes of God who made me, 
for what did God make me?”
 When we ask this ques-
tion, life takes on a deeper 

meaning in which we envi-
sion it through the eyes of 
God, in addition to seeing it 
through our own eyes. There 
is nothing more beautiful 
than a person who humbly 
puts himself or herself in the 
providence of God.
 Father Eugene Hemrick is a 

columnist for Catholic News 
Service. He is director of the 
National Institute for the 
Renewal of the Priesthood, 
and a research associate with 
the Institute for Policy Re-
search and Catholic Studies 
at the Catholic University of 
America.

MELISSA EILERS | MELISSA@GLNOSC.COM | 504.596.1431
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Mary-Rose and Ryan Verret wrote the “Witness to Love” program for those who 
are civilly married but desire to have their marriage validated by the Church.

because there is something 
in their marriage that they 
want more of, and that is for 
God to be the center. 
 “On a diocesan level, we 
have a one-day program that 
goes through REFOCCUS 
material, but we know God 
wants more for them. The 
Witness to Love program 
connects them with those 
that they look up to in the 
Church and prepares them 
for the sacrament that they 
truly desire.”
 “Witness to Love Civil 
Marriage Initiative” is ap-
proved by the United States 
Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB). It gives 
parishes and dioceses tools 
(workbooks, videos, train-
ing) to “seek out, support 
and inspire couples in civil 
unions to pursue transfor-
mative sacramental mar-
riage formation.”

to Love Civil Marriage Initia-
tive.
 “We’re excited to see this 
come about along with oth-
er movements in marriage 
preparation. What I think 
this will provide is a beauti-
ful vision to approach this 
situation. … I think this is 
a really good program if we 
can do this and work with 
couples and stay with them 
after they are married (in the 
church),” Linda Gelpi said.
 “This is our best attempt 
to give a platform for what 
the nature of the sacrament 
of marriage should look 
like,” Ryan Verret said.
 The program, which is 
being piloted in the arch-
diocese, will start in various 
parishes soon. Call the Of-
fice of Marriage and Family 
Life at 861-6243. For general 
details, visit witnesstolove.
org/civilmarriage, call (337) 
282-0446 or email info@
witnesstolove.org. 
 Christine Bordelon can be 
reached at cbordelon@clari-
onherald.org.

➤ From PAGE 8

CONVALIDATION

What the program entails
  The Verrets said the initia-
tive helps “civilly married 
couples understand the need 
for sacramental marriage and 
gives them a path forward to 
receive the sacrament of mar-
riage.” 
 The initiative uses the suc-
cessful Witness to Love mod-
el of active parish mentor 
couples sharing friendship, 

witnessing a virtuous holy 
marriage and inviting couples 
into the church. Special work-
books for both the mentor 
and mentee couple have been 
created, as have videos fea-
turing convalidated couples 
to spark meaningful con-
versations about marriage. 
Resources are even available 
to promote the program in 
parishes.

 The Verrets found the secret 
to the program’s success over 
past efforts is that couples 
are properly prepared and 
welcomed to become a part 
of the church before and 
after their marriage is convali-
dated. 
 “It renews how marriage 
formation should be,” Ryan 
Verret said. The couple 
chooses their mentor couple 
because “the Holy Spirit is 
leading the couple to discern 
what is good about sacramen-
tal marriage.”
 St. Ann parishioners Linda 
and Marcel Gelpi, who are 
a long-time Archdiocese of 
New Orleans mentor couple 
and participant in Day for the 
Engaged, think this program 
is needed, saying Catholics 
married outside of the church 
have been overlooked in 
the church. They think the 
church has turned their back 
on them. As mentors, they 
felt ill-equipped, on a pasto-
ral level, to shepherd these 
couples back into the church. 
That was before the Witness 

Photo by Christine Bordelon | CLARION HERALD

www.stalphonsusno.com
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The church can be a home for a ‘generation woke’
Katie
PREJEAN-
MCGRADY
GUEST COLUMN

Oh, you’re a millen-
nial.” He said it 
like a curse word, 

his voice dripping with sar-
casm and contempt.
 I nodded. “Born in 1989. 
Full blown, through and 
through.”
 I thought about adding, 
“I’m sorry” ... apologizing 
on behalf of a generation 
born from 1981 to 1996, 
who grew up with MTV 
and Nickelodeon, came of 
age during the Clinton im-
peachment and distinctly 
remember where they were 
on w. 11.
 I almost joked, “We’re 
what’s wrong with the 
world, aren’t we?” as I sat 
next to the baby boomer 
who resented my entire 
generation, simply because 
we chose skinny jeans and 
dared to question why col-
lege is so expensive, crush-
ing us under student debt 
that will follow us well into 
middle age.
 I nearly threw my genera-
tion under the bus, all so 
this man would feel better 
about his dislike of the kids 
who grew up receiving par-
ticipation trophies.
 But I didn’t. Because why 
should I?
 No generation is perfect, 
each facing unique chal-
lenges, each having distinct 
personality and peculiari-
ties that others mock and 
question. But, millennials 
seem to carry the ire of ev-

eryone.
 I can see why, in some 
ways.
 We millennials worship at 
the altar of wokeness, give 
praise at Sunday brunch, re-
joicing in bottomless mimo-
sas and a well-made frittata 
with turkey bacon or vegan 
tofu. We claim knowledge 
about all things but won’t 
definitively declare anything. 
We are in constant fear of be-
ing outed as a fraud that em-
bodies the mantra we hold 
dear: Fake it till you make it.
 We’re confident, but most 
of us feel like imposters. It’s 
why we post Instagram sto-
ries declaring, “I adulted,” 
in search of affirmation that 
we’re doing the right thing. 
We’re arrogant on the outside 
but feel woefully unprepared, 
desperate to make an impact, 
but unsure where to begin.
 Perhaps it’s very millen-
nial of me to say, but we’re 
resented because we’re mis-
understood.
 What’s seen as “woke” is 
actually our desire to not 
offend. What’s seen as “ar-
rogance” is an overcompen-
sation for feeling like we’re 
unqualified. What’s seen as 

“privilege” is our projection 
of desperately needing a 
place to fit in.
 And so as we’re mocked, 
written off and talked down 
to, we puff up our chests, 
hold our heads high and talk 
a little louder about “what’s 
wrong with this world,” and 
“why we can fix it,” not nec-
essarily because we know, but 
because we want you to think 
we do.
 The church can serve this 
millennial generation – enter 
into the mess that is the mil-
lennial experience – not by 
pandering or dumbing things 
down, not by acquiescing or 
sweeping things to the side, 
but by being a home – a ha-
ven – for those who seek to 
find a place to belong.
 The church can be the 

landing pad for a confused, 
scared, searching millennial, 
a place to turn to when the 
chaos and noise of young 
adulthood, new marriage, 
young parenthood or per-
petual singlehood rages on. 
The church can be home for a 
generation woke, but home-
less.
 A home is sacred. Home is 
the place where we know we 
matter, where we’re seen as 
valuable, taken care of and 
accepted.
 Home is where we find our 
family, whom we put up with 
on even the worst days and 
with whom we celebrate on 
the best. Home is where we 
hear the truth – honestly 
told, passionately shared and 
in an environment where 
we’re open to accept it.

 And who more needs 
a home than millennials 
desperate to find a place 
to belong, where they can 
be heard, be given advice, 
find solace and know they 
matter?
 We millennials are open-
minded, a little scared and 
woke: So let’s hear from, be 
comforted by and truly be 
awakened by the church.
 Katie Prejean McGrady is an 
international Catholic speaker 
and author. She is project 
manager of Ave Explores from 
Ave Maria Press and logs over 
100,000 travel miles a year 
speaking to audiences of all 
ages and sizes. She has her 
degree in theology from the 
University of Dallas and lives 
with her husband and daugh-
ter in Lake Charles, Louisiana.

“

 “While the Neals got to 
share their experience with 
us, the other cool thing  was 
that it was one-on-one and 
we got to bring things to 
them – things that we were 
struggling with or nervous 
about or questions that we 
had – as opposed to rais-
ing your hand in a retreat 
center,” Ana, 25, said. “It 
was just a conversation that 
was really natural. We could 
bring ourselves and our ques-
tions out in a really personal 
way, which was really a gift 
to us.”

➤ From PAGE 10
MENTOR  In addition to Alex and 

Ana, the Neals have worked 
with one other couple so 
far and found those interac-
tions invigorating to their 
own marriage.
 “I didn’t expect it would 
be so enriching for us as a 
couple,” Neal said. “Patti 
and I found great joy in 
watching the joy of young 
love, of new love. It’s just so 
fun to get into their worlds.
 “Both of the couples we’ve 
worked with are devout, 
deeply faithful couples who 
really want to live out the 
fullness of the Catholic sac-
rament. That’s incredible, 
and they’ve been a great 
witness to us.”

Their love is evident
 Ana said one of the great  
things she learned from 
Patti was how she cherished 
her husband.
 “She said something to 
me that clearly marks their 
relationship and the way 
she enters into marriage,” 
Ana said. “She said, ‘God 
willing, Tom will be around 
for awhile, but  if I have to 
do his funeral eulogy, I’m 
going to miss him, of course, 
but I’m going to say that 
we have had so much fun 
together. Tom and Patti  are 
so different – and they talk 
about that – but they adore 
one another and they cham-
pion the other. They really 
balance each other.”
 One thing has taken a 
little getting used to for Ana, 
the Pennsylvanian.
 “I love New Orleans, and 
it’s amazing,” she said. “I 
was telling my mom I got 
in the car the other day with 
Christmas decorations and 
Christmas music, and I had 
to turn on the AC. That’s a 
new situation.”

For more information on 
the mentor couple marriage 
preparation program, contact 
the archdiocesan Office of 
Marriage and Family Life at 
861-6243. Peter Finney Jr. 
can be reached at pfinney@
clarionherald.org.!!!"#$%&'(#)(**(+#,'",+&



December 14, 2019 |  New Orleans CLARION HERALD  |  Page 15BRIDAL REGISTRY

Wedding information available through individual churches

See CHURCHES page 16 ➤

The following information is the most recent 
available information for church weddings at various 
parishes in the Archdiocese of New Orleans. Contact 
the parishes to schedule wedding dates and for 
policies. The churches in the following list are among 
the ones that have celebrated the most weddings in 
recent years. It is not a comprehensive list. (504) area 
code is assumed unless otherwise listed.

St. Louis Cathedral, 615 
Pere Antoine Alley, New 
Orleans, 503-0351,  http://
www.stlouiscathedral.org/
matrimony. Wedding fee 
includes the church, cantor, 
organist, wedding director and 
security. Weddings scheduled 
Monday through Friday at 3 
p.m. or 7 p.m. and Saturdays at 
11 a.m., 1 p.m., 3 p.m. or 7 p.m. 

All Saints, 1441 Teche St., 
New Orleans,  allsaintsch-
urchnola.org: Weddings may 
be scheduled Monday through 
Friday by request. Times also 
available on Saturdays before 1 
p.m. or Saturday evenings at 7 
p.m. Call Miranda at 361-8835.

A n n u n c i a t i o n ,  5 1 7 
Avenue B, Bogalusa, (985) 
732-4280. Please call the church 
office for details.

Ascension of Our Lord, 
1900 Greenwood Dr. , 
LaPlace, (985) 652-2615, 
E-Mail: aolparishoffice@
gmail.com; Website: www.
aolparish.org. Check for 
details. Organist fee additional. 

Blessed Francis Xavier 
Seelos, 3037 Dauphine 
St., New Orleans, 943-
5566; www.seeloschurchno.
org (under Sacraments and 
Service tab): Contact church 
to reserve. Wedding times Friday 
evenings (except first Fridays) or 
Saturdays between 11 a.m. and 2 
p.m. and from 6 to 8 p.m. (None 
scheduled from 2-6 p.m.) Other 
dates and times considered upon 
request.

Blessed Sacrament-St. 
Joan of Arc Parish (St. Joan 
of Arc Church), 8321 Burthe 
St., New Orleans, 866-7330: 
Call the parish office for details. 
Reserve church prior to booking 
reception venue. Additional fees 
for musicians.

Blessed Trinity, 4230 S. 
Broad St., New Orleans, 822-
3394. Call the church office for 

details. 
 Divine Mercy Church, 
4337 Sal Lentini Pkwy., 
Kenner, 466-5016, www.
divinemercyparish.org. 
Weddings Friday evenings outside 
of Lent and Saturdays between 10 
a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Contact the 
parish office about other days. 
Some smaller-scale weddings 
Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. Visit website 
or call for more information.
 Good Shepherd Parish: See 
St. Stephen Church, St. Henry 
Church and Our Lady of Good 
Counsel Church.
 Holy Family Church, 1220 
14th Ave., Franklinton, (985) 
839-4040: Weddings Fridays 
from 4-7 p.m.; Saturdays 10 a.m.-1 
p.m., and 7 p.m. Reserve church 
before booking reception venue. 
No charge for use of church by 
registered parishioners. Musicians 
contracted separately.
 Holy Guardian Angels 
Mission, 1701 Bridge City 
Ave., Bridge City, 341-9522: 
Wedding times Fridays at 6:30 or 
7 p.m.; Saturdays between 10 a.m. 
and 1:30 p.m., and from 6 to 7 p.m. 
Other dates and times considered 
upon request. Additional fees for 
musicians.
 Holy Name of Jesus, 6367 
St. Charles Ave., New Orleans, 
(Mail: 6220 Lasalle Pl., New 
Orleans, LA 70118), 865-7430; 
weddings@hnjchurch.org. 
Wedding times are Fridays at 
7:30 p.m.; Saturdays at 11 a.m., 
1 p.m., 6 p.m. or 8 p.m. Contact 
wedding coordinator, Elizabeth 
Broekman for information on 
fees for the wedding coordinator, 
music coordinator and organist.
 Holy Name of Mary, 400 
Verret St., New Orleans,  (in 
Historic Algiers Point), 
Mailing address: 500 Eliza 
Street, New Orleans; 362-5511; 
www.holynameofmarynola.
org. Please call or email hnmary@
arch-no.org for wedding guidelines 

including music, directions and 
fees.
 Immaculate Conception, 
4401 7th St., Marrero, 341-
9516: Weddings may be scheduled 
on Friday evenings at 7 p.m. or 
Saturdays before or at 1 p.m.; or at 
or after 6 p.m. Check for details.
 Immaculate Conception 
(Jesuits’), 130 Baronne St., 
New Orleans, 442-2622; 
Website: www.jesuitchurch.
net.  Wedding coordinator, 
Julie Vanderbrook. Weddings 
scheduled Monday through 
Friday throughout the day; Friday 
evenings at 7 p.m.; and Saturdays 
between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m., then 
5:30 p.m. or 7:30 p.m. Check for 
details.
 Infant Jesus of Prague 
Mission, 700 Maple Ave., 
Harvey, 368-1397. Call the 
parish office for details.
 Mary Queen of Peace, 1501 
W. Causeway Approach, 
Mandeville, (985) 626-6977: 
Weddings scheduled Fridays at 7 
p.m.; Saturdays until 2 p.m. and 
at 7 p.m. Please refer to website 
at www.maryqueenofpeace.
org and call church office for 
details. Musician fees additional.
 Mater Dolorosa, 8128 Plum 
St., New Orleans, 866-3669: 
Check for details. Additional fees 
for the wedding coordinators, 
cantor and organist. Refer 
to mdolorosa.com for guidelines.
  Most Holy Trinity, 501 Holy 
Trinity Drive, Covington, 
(985) 892-0642: Weddings on 
Fridays at 7 p.m. or Saturdays from 
9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.; or 6:30 p.m. or 
later. Please call the church office 
for full details.
 Our  Lady of  Divine 
Providence, 1000 N. Starrett 
Road, Metairie, 466-4511: 
Weddings scheduled on Fridays at 
7 p.m.; Saturdays between 11 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. and Saturday evenings 
at 8 p.m. Call parish office for 
details.
 Our Lady of Good Counsel 
Church (Good Shepherd 
Parish), 1307 Louisiana 
Ave., New Orleans, 899-1378: 
Information (under sacraments 
tab) at GoodShepherdParishNOLA.
com or call Ivy Rohr, wedding 
coordinator. Additional fees for 
musicians.
 Our Lady of Grace Church, 
780 Hwy. 44, Reserve, (985) 
536-2613, E-Mail: olgchurch@
arch-no.org. Check for details.
 Our Lady of Guadalupe, 

411 N. Rampart St., New 
Orleans, 525-1551: Call for 
details.
 Our Lady of the Lake, 312 
Lafitte St., Mandeville, (985) 
626-5671, www.ollparish.
info: Weddings scheduled Fridays 
at 7 p.m. or Saturdays at 1 p.m., 
6 p.m. or 7 p.m. Please visit 
the website or call the church 
office for wedding guidelines 
and information. Wedding 
coordinators and sacristan services 
provided. 
 Our Lady of Lourdes, 400 
Westchester Blvd., Slidell, 
(985) 643-4137, ext. 300: 
Contact the office for details 
or check the website, www.
ollparishslidell.com. Organist fee 
additional.

 Our Lady of Lourdes, 
2621 Colonial Blvd., Violet, 
682-7070, E-Mail: oll@arch-
no.org: Weddings may be 
scheduled on Fridays outside of 
Lent. Saturdays between 10:30 
a.m. and 1:30 p.m. and 6 p.m. 
or later. Other times depending 
upon parish schedule. For 
information, contact the office 
or check wedding guidelines 
at http://www.olol-church.com/
sacraments.html.
 Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help, 8968 Hwy. 23, Belle 
Chasse, 394-0314, E-Mail: 
churchoffice@olphbc.org: 
Check for details. Organist fee 
additional.
 Our Lady of Perpetual 

IMPASTATOí S
Northern Italian Cuisine

ï  Seafood Appetizer
ï  Pasta Ascuitta
ï  Fettucine Alfredo
ï  Romaine Salad
ï  Choice of
 Selected Entrees
ï  Dessert
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Impastatoí s and Impastato Cellars are also 
available to accommodate wedding receptions!
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There is no fear in love, but perfect love drives out fear because fear has to do with punishment, and so one who 
fears is not yet perfect in love. – 1 John 4:18

Help, 1908 Short St., Kenner, 
464-0361: Arrangements must 
be made eight months in 
advance. Please call the parish 
office to make an appointment. 
Wedding times are Fridays at 7 
or 7:30 p.m., Saturdays between 
10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. or 
evenings at 7:30 p.m. Musicians/
singers not included in the fee. 
For more information, call or 
email secretary@olphla.org. 
 Our Lady of Prompt 
Succor, 146 Fourth St., 
Wes twego ,  341 -9522 : 
Wedding times Fridays at 6:30 
or 7 p.m.; Saturdays between 
10 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. and from 
6-7:30 p.m. Other dates and 
times considered upon request. 
Additional fees for musicians.
 Our Lady of the Rosary 
Church, 3368 Esplanade 
Ave., (Parish Office: 1322 
Moss St.), New Orleans, 70119.  
Visit  www.olr-nola.org for 
the wedding calendar and 
guidelines. Please call the Parish 
Office, 488-2659, for additional 
information.
 Our Lady Star of the 
Sea Church, 1835 St. Roch 
Ave., New Orleans, 944-
0166, olssno@arch-no.org: 
Weddings are held on Fridays at 
6:30 or 7 p.m.; Saturdays starting 
at noon but no later than 1 
p.m., and Saturday evenings 
beginning at 6 p.m. Weddings 
will not be held on religious holy 
days, civil holidays, Christmas 
week or during Holy Week. Other 
dates and times are considered 
upon request. Contact parish 
office for more information.
 Sacred Heart, 28088 Main 
St., Lacombe, (Mail: P. O. 

Box 1080, Lacombe, LA 70445-
1080), (985) 882-5229. Check 
for details.
 St. Agnes, 3310 Jefferson 
Hwy., Jefferson, 833-3366 or 
833-4118, call or email Sabrina 
Haynes or Kelly Wilbert 
at  parish@stagnesjefferson.
org. Organist and cantor fees 
are additional. Wedding times 
are Fridays at 7 p.m., Saturdays 
between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.; and 
7 p.m. For wedding guidelines and 
forms, see www.stagnesjefferson.
org (click “Weddings”).   
 St. Alphonsus, New Orleans: 
See St. Mary’s Assumption Church 
and St. Mary’s Chapel.
 St. Andrew the Apostle, 
3101 Eton St., New Orleans 
(Algiers), 393-2334: Contact 
wedding coordinator Mary Ann 
Dallam, 415-7402 or mdallam@
standrewparish.net. Wedding 
times on Fridays at 6 p.m. or 
Saturdays at 1 p.m. or 6 p.m. Other 
days and times are considered 
upon request. Website for wedding 
guidelines at www.standrewparish.
net under sacraments/marriage.
 St. Angela Merici, 901 
Beverly Garden Drive, 
Metairie, 835-0324: Call for 
details.
 St.  Ann, 3601 Trans-
continental Blvd., Metairie, 
455-7071: Call for details.
 St .  Anselm Cathol ic 
Church, 306 St. Mary St., 
Madisonville 70447: Schedule 
date with the parish office before 
any other wedding arrangements 
are made. You may also visit www.
stanselmparish.org for additional 
information or contact our 
Wedding Coordinator at (985) 
845-7342. Weddings are Fridays at 
6:30 p.m.; Saturdays before 1 p.m. 
and Saturdays at 6:30 p.m.

 St. Anthony Church, 924 
Monroe St., Gretna, 368-
1313: Check for details. Wedding 
times are Fridays at 6:30 p.m.; 
Saturdays between 11 a.m. and 
1 p.m.; or 6:30 p.m. Fee includes 
services of Debbie Swiler, wedding 
coordinator. Organist and cantor 
fees additional.
 St. Anthony of Padua, 4640 
Canal St., New Orleans, 488-
2651: Call at least six months in 
advance for date, availability and 
appointment. Wedding times 
are scheduled on Fridays at 6 or 
7 p.m.; Saturdays at 1 or 7 p.m. 
All fees include the services of a 
wedding coordinator. Contact 
church organist and cantor for 
fees. Lighted parking in the 
schoolyard. Mrs. Dede Dardis, 
wedding coordinator, 488-3578.
 St. Augustine, 1210 Gov. 
Nicholls St., New Orleans, 525-
5934: Call for details.

 St. Benedict, 20370 Smith 
Road, Covington, (985) 892-
5202, office@stbencov.org: 
Wedding times by appointment. 
Call the office for more details.
 St. Benilde, 1901 Division 
St., Metairie, 834-4980: 
Wedding times are Fridays at 6 
p.m., 6:30 p.m. or 7 p.m.; Saturdays 
at 11 a.m., 11:30 a.m., noon, 6 
p.m., 6:30 p.m., 7 p.m. or 7:30 p.m. 
Wedding guidelines and forms 
available at  www.stbenilde.org. 
Wedding coordinators, Danielle 
Delaup Hill, 666-1106, and/or 
Anita Delaup, 874-1210.
 St. Catherine of Siena, 105 
Bonnabel Blvd., Metairie, 835-
9343, info@scschurch.com: 
Weddings scheduled on Fridays 
between 6-8 p.m.; Saturdays 
between 10 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.; 
or 6-8 p.m. Wedding coordinator 
Jeanie Favret, 583-3438, favretc0@
aol.com. Wedding guidelines at 

parish website, www.scschurch.
com. Contact parish office for 
more information.
 St. Charles Borromeo, 
1 3 3 9 6  R i v e r  R o a d , 
Destrehan, (985) 764-6383, 
sbourg@scbhumilitas.org: 
Wedding times are Fridays at 
7 p.m.; Saturdays at 1 p.m. or 
7 p.m. Call parish for more 
information.
 St. Christopher, 309 
Manson Ave., Metairie, 
8 3 7 - 8 2 1 4 :  We d d i n g s 
scheduled Fridays between 6-8 
p.m.; Saturdays between 11 a.m. 
and 1 p.m.; and between 6-8 p.m. 
Organist and vocalists separately 
contracted by the couple.
 St. Clement of Rome, 4317 
Richland Ave., Metairie, 887-
7821: Wedding times are Fridays 
between 6-8 p.m.; Saturdays 
before 1:30 p.m.; and Saturday 
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evenings no earlier than 6:30 
p.m. Wedding coordinator 
is Theresa Laughlin, email, 
tlaughlin@scrparish.org.

St. Cletus, 3600 Claire 
Ave., Gretna, 367-7951: Call 
church office for more details.

St. David, 5617 St. Claude 
Ave., New Orleans, 947-2853, 
E-Mail: stdavid@arch-no.
org: Wedding times are Saturdays 
between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. and 
between 6:30 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
Weddings may be scheduled 
on Friday evenings at 7 p.m. 
St. David School gymnasium 
is available for receptions. For 
more information, call the parish 
office. Music guidelines and 
fees available upon request. 
Wedding coordinator, Terry C. 
Montegut, 427-4586. Organist is 
Irene Young. 

St. Dominic, 775 Harrison 
Ave., New Orleans, 482-
4156, mhug@stdparish.org: 
Weddings scheduled on Fridays 
at 7 p.m.; Saturdays at 1:30 or 7 
p.m. Call parish office for details.

S t .  E d w a r d  t h e 
Confessor, 4921 W. Metairie 
Ave., Metairie, 888-0703, 
stedward@steddy.org: 
Weddings scheduled Fridays 
after 7 p.m., Saturdays before 1 
p.m. and Saturday evenings after 
6 p.m. Organist and cantor fees 
additional. Contact the parish 
office for more information.
 St. Francis of Assisi, 631 
State St., New Orleans, 891-
4479: Weddings scheduled 
Fridays at 6:30 or 7 p.m.; no 
Friday night weddings during 
Lent. Saturdays 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m., and 6:30 or  7 p.m. Time 
adjustments may be made based 
upon parish events. Visit www.
stfrancisuptown.com under 
sacraments, then matrimony to 
find Wedding Handbook. 

St. Francis Xavier, 444 
Metairie Road, Metairie: 
Check for details. Additional 
fees for organist and cantor. 
Wedding coordinator/cantor/
soloist, Linda Jones, 421-7946, 
misslindacjones@yahoo.com.

St. Gabriel the Archangel, 
4700 Pineda St., New Orleans, 
282-0296, stgabriel@archno.
org,  www.stgabe.net. Call 
the parish office for complete 
details at least six months before 
anticipated wedding date. 
Reserve church before booking a 
reception venue. Additional fees 
for musicians.

 St. Genevieve Catholic 
Church, 58203 Hwy. 433, 
Slidell (Mailing address: 58025 
St. Genevieve Lane, 70460), (985) 
643-3832, E-Mail: stgenevieve@
stgenevieve.us. Wedding times are 
Fridays at 6 p.m. and Saturdays 
between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. or at 
6 p.m. Please call the parish office 
for details.
 St. Gertrude the Great, 
17292 La. Hwy. 631, Des 
Allemands, (985) 758-7542: 
Call rectory to schedule or for 
information.
 St. Henry Church (Good 
Shepherd Parish) ,  803 
General Pershing St., New 
Orleans, 899-1378: Information 
(under sacraments tab) at 
GoodShepherdParishNOLA.
com or call Ivy Rohr, wedding 
coordinator. Additional fees for 
musicians.
 St. James Major, 3736 
Gentilly Blvd., New Orleans, 
304-6750: Check for details. 
Additional fees for organist and 
cantor.
 St. Jane de Chantal, 74020 
Maple St., Abita Springs: 
Wedding t imes  on Fr iday 
evenings and Saturdays between  
10 a.m. and 2 p.m., then 6-9 
p.m. Contact Wendy Talbot, 
wedding coordinator, 914-6724. 
Call office at (985) 892-1439 for 
information.
 St. Jerome, 2402 33rd St., 
Kenner, 443-3174: Call parish 
office for details. Wedding times 
vary on Saturdays before 2 p.m. or 
after 6 p.m.; other times considered 
upon request.
 St. Joachim, 5505 Barataria 
Blvd., Marrero, 341-9226. 
Please call the church office for 
details.
 St. Joan of Arc, 529 West 
Fifth St., LaPlace, (985) 652-
9100, email, secretary@

sjachurch.com: Refer to web 
site, sjachurch.com, and call office 
for more details. 
 S t .  J o h n  B o s c o , 
2 1 1 4  O a k m e r e  D r i v e , 
Harvey, 340-0444, office@
saintjohnboscochurch.org: 
Call for details.  
 St. John of the Cross, 61050 
Brier Lake Drive, Lacombe, 
(985) 882-3779: Check for 
details.
 St. John the Baptist, 1139 
Oretha Castle Haley Blvd., 
New Orleans: Times: Monday 
through Friday from 3-7 p.m.; 
Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. and 6 p.m. Other times by 
special arrangement. Fee includes 
wedding coordinator and security 
for evening weddings. Contact 
wedding coordinator, Paige A. 

Saleun, 525-4413, Ext. 201.
 St. Joseph Church and 
Shrine, 610 Sixth St., Gretna, 
368-1313: Check for details. 
Wedding times are Fridays at 
6:30 p.m.; Saturdays between 11 
a.m. and 1 p.m.; or 6:30 p.m. Fee 
includes services of Debbie Swiler, 
wedding coordinator. Organist 
and cantor fees additional.
 St. Joseph, 1802 Tulane 
Ave., New Orleans, 522-
3186:  Weddings scheduled 
Monday through Saturday. 
Check with wedding director for 
available times. Refer to www.
stjosephchurch-no.org for church 
guidelines. Fee includes wedding 
sacristan and parking lot attendant 
for rehearsal and wedding.
 St. Joseph the Worker, 455 
Ames Blvd., Marrero, 347-

8438: Call for details.
 St. Katharine Drexel 
Parish, 2015 Louisiana Ave., 
New Orleans, 891-3172, 
stkatharine@arch-no.org: 
Please call or email the church 
office for details.
 St. Louis King of France, 
1609 Carrollton Ave. , 
Metairie, 834-9977: Wedding 
times are Fridays 5 p.m. and 
later; Saturdays 10 a.m. through 
1 p.m.; and 6 p.m. and later. 
For information, visit https://
slkfchurch.com/sacraments. 
Wedding coordinator is pastor, 
Father Mark Raphael, mraphael@
archdiocese-no.org, 834-9977, 
Ext. 3.
 St. Luke the Evangelist, 
910 Cross Gates Blvd., Slidell, 

I belong to my lover, and my lover belongs to me; he feeds among the lilies. – Song of Songs 6:3

www.villeresflorist.com
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“Villere’s Florist can provide beautiful flowers for your wedding, custom designed to your taste and budget.”
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(985) 641-6429: No fees for 
parishioners. Non-parishioners, 
call for information. Wedding 
times are Fridays after 5:30 
p.m.; Saturdays from 10 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. and after 6:30 p.m. 
For wedding information, call 
Deacon Harold Burke.

St. Maria Goretti, 7300 
Crowder Blvd., New Orleans, 
242-7554: Wedding times 
available on Friday evenings 6:30-
7:30 p.m., Saturday morning,   
afternoon or evening. Additional 
fees for organists or musicians. 
Contact the parish office for 
details.

St. Margaret Mary, 1050-B 
Robert Blvd., Slidell, (985) 
643-6124: Available times are 

some Fridays, Saturday mornings 
and midday. Website:  www.
saintmmchurch.org. 
 St. Martha, 2555 Apollo 
Drive, Harvey, 366-1604. Call 
the parish office for details.
 St. Mary Magdalen, 6425 
West Metairie Ave., Metairie, 
733-0922: Call for details.
 St. Mary of the Angels, 3501 
N. Miro St., New Orleans, 945-
3186: Call parish office for details.
 St. Mary’s Assumption 
Church (St.  Alphonsus 
Parish), 923 Josephine St., 
New Orleans, 522-6748, www.
stalphonsusno.com. Check 
website for details.
 S t .  M a r y ’ s  C h a p e l 
(St. Alphonsus Parish), 
1516 Jackson Ave., New 
Orleans, 522-6748, www.
stalphonsusno.com. Check 

website for details.
 St. Mary’s Church, c/o 
St. Louis Cathedral, 615 
Pere Antoine Alley, New 
Orleans, 503-0351,  http://
www.st louiscathedral .
org/matrimony: Wedding 
fee includes the church, cantor, 
organist, wedding director and 
security. Weddings scheduled 
Monday through Saturday at 3 
p.m., 5 p.m. or 7 p.m.
 St. Matthew the Apostle, 
10021 Jefferson Hwy., River 
Ridge ,737 -4537 ,  www.
stmatthewtheapostle.net 
under Sacraments. 
 St. Patrick, 724 Camp St., 

New Orleans: Times: Monday 
through Friday from 3-7 p.m.; 
Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. and 7 p.m. Other times by 
special arrangement. Fee includes 
wedding coordinator and security 
for evening weddings. Contact 
wedding coordinator, Paige A. 
Saleun, 525-4413, Ext. 201.
 St. Patrick, 28698 Hwy. 23, 
Port Sulphur, 564-6792: Call 
for details.
 St. Peter, 125 E. 19th Ave., 
Covington: Wedding times 
available on Friday evenings, 
Saturdays in the afternoon or 
evening. Additional fees for 
wedding coordinator, organist and 

cantor. Call office at (985) 892-
2422 and check website (www.
stpeterparish.com/marriage-
preparation) for guidelines and 
necessary forms.
 St. Peter, 1550 Hwy. 44, (P. 
O. Box 435), Reserve, (985) 
536-2887: Call the church office 
for details.
 St. Peter Claver, 1923 St. 
Philip St., New Orleans, 822-
8059: Call for details.
 St. Philip Neri, 6500 
Kawanee Ave., Metairie, 
887-5535: Please call the church 
office regarding fees and further 
detailed information.
 St. Raymond and St. Leo 
the Great, 2916 Paris Ave., 
New Orleans, 945-8750, ext. 
4: Check for details. Additional 
fees for musicians. 
 St. Rita, 7100 Jefferson 
Hwy., Harahan, 737-2915: 
Call for details. Check bridal 
guidelines at www.stritaharahan.
com/church/sacraments.
 St. Rita, 2729 Lowerline 
St., New Orleans, 866-
3 6 2 1 ,   h t t p : / / w w w.
stritanola.com/wedding-
guidelines to fill out request 
form, or contact office@
stritanola.com: Weddings 
usually scheduled on Fridays 1 
p.m. or later, and Saturdays 1 
p.m. or earlier and 6:30 p.m. or 
later. Fees include coordinator of 
rehearsal and day-of, but do not 
include organists or musicians.
 St. Rosalie, 600 2nd Ave., 
Harvey, 340-1962: Call for 
details.
 St. Stephen Church (Good 
Shepherd Parish), 1025 
Napoleon Ave., New Orleans, 
899 -1378 :  In fo rmat ion 
( u n d e r  s a c r a m e n t s  t a b ) 
at  GoodShepherdParishNOLA.
com or call Ivy Rohr, wedding 
coordinator. Additional fees for 
musicians. 
 St. Theresa of Avila, 1404 
Erato St., New Orleans, 525-
4226: Call for details.
 Transfiguration of the 
Lord Church, 5621 Elysian 
Fields Ave. (corner Prentiss 
Avenue), New Orleans, Friday 
evenings, Saturday mornings 
and early afternoons. There is an 
additional charge for music.  Call 
the parish office at 302-7931 for 
fees and appointments.
 Visitation of Our Lady, 
3500 Ames Blvd., Marrero, 
347-2203: Weddings scheduled 
Friday evenings, Saturday day 
or evening; go to www.vol.org/
matrimony.

“Do small things with great love.”  – St. Teresa of Calcutta
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Celebrate your special moment
at the Historic Columns Hotel with
a uniquely New Orleans experience

Bridal Showers • Rehearsal Dinners
Catered Weddings & Receptions

Departure Brunches, etc., etc., etc.

Defining Southern
Charm and Hospitality

The COLUMNS 
        HOTEL

3811 St. Charles Avenue
New Orleans, LA  70115

504-899-9308 • www.thecolumns.com



TICKETS ON SALE NOW AT
BRIDENEWORLEANS.COM



504-586-1155  |  SALES@CREOLECUISINE.COM  |  CREOLECUISINESPECIALEVENTS.COM




