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Kevin Charpentier and Sandra Junius are the wedding coordinators at St. 
Louis Cathedral, which celebrates more than 100 Catholic weddings each 
year. They have facilitated weddings, both large and small, and share their 
joy for the sacrament of matrimony.
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Q&A: St. Louis Cathedral’s spotlight on marriage 
 For the last 17 years, Kevin 
Charpentier and Sandra Junius 
have teamed up as wedding 
coordinators at St. Louis Ca-
thedral, one of the world’s most 
recognizable Catholic churches 
and an icon of the City of 
New Orleans. The cathedral 
celebrates more than 100 wed-
dings each year.
 Kevin and Sandra receive 
dozens of calls each week from 
prospective brides inquiring 
about celebrating their wedding 
at the cathedral or at St. Mary’s 
Church, located four blocks 
downriver on Chartres Street.
 Many of the inquiries come 
from out-of-town couples who 
are being prepared for marriage 
in their home dioceses and want 
to make New Orleans a special 
part of their new life together.
 In this Q&A, Kevin and 
Sandra talk about their behind-
the-scenes preparation, their 
responsibility to make the wed-
ding day a reverent celebration 
of a sacrament as well as some 
of the humorous things that 
they have witnessed over the 
years.
 One side note: Kevin says 
many New Orleans Catholics 
think it is difficult to reserve the 
cathedral for a wedding because 
it is so popular, but that’s not 
the case.
 “They feel like there’s a long 
waiting list,” Kevin says. “We 
don’t have a long waiting list. 
We have weddings scheduled for 
2021 and even 2022, but we 
have so many times available 
to get married, there’s no long 
waiting list.”

How does the process start 
for reserving the cathedral 
for a wedding?
 Sandra: Kevin and I both 
get phone calls. The first 
thing they ask for is the date, 
and we don’t give out the 
date as the first thing. We 
ask them if they are Catholic. 
At least one of the couple 
needs to be Catholic. And 
then we ask if either of them 
has been married before and, 
if so, if anyone has had an 
annulment or needs an an-
nulment. We also get calls 
all the time for non-Catholic 
weddings.
 Kevin: That’s because this 

is the cathedral, which is the 
symbol of New Orleans, and 
this is Jackson Square. Some-
times we get asked: “Can we 
get married this Saturday?” 
A lot of couples want to get 
married on the steps or in the 
garden. A lot of what we’ve 
learned over the years has 
come from Deacon David 
Warriner, who was the vice 
chancellor of the archdiocese 
and also served as a deacon 
here at the cathedral. He’s 
helped us out so much along 
the way. When we start talk-
ing to the couple, we always 
ask who is preparing them 
for marriage and who is 
going to be the officiant. If 
the paperwork is not right, 
we’re on the phone a lot. 
If everything is on the ball 
for an out-of-town wedding, 

their priest is sending the 
paperwork to their diocese, 
and the diocese is sending the 
paperwork to our chancery 
and our chancery is sending 
the paperwork to us. That’s 
what we call a home run. The 
paperwork comes with a “ni-
hil obstat” (“no objection”). 
That’s a beautiful thing. We 
don’t get a lot of home runs. 
Sometimes they make me 
sweat. The only way a couple 
can get married is if they have 
a marriage license, and it has 
to be there at the rehearsal. 
If they forgot it at the hotel, 
we ask them to go back and 
get it. Everything works out 
in the end.

How many calls do you get 
each week?
 Kevin: We can get over 

50 in a week. If we’re in the 
office, we answer the phone, 
or we return the call as soon 
as possible. We also get a lot 
of e-mails. With social media 
being what it is, we get a lot 
of that.
 Sandra: These girls just 
send an e-mail at the drop of 
a hat.
 Kevin: Sometimes when 
we answer an e-mail, they an-
swer right back, like they’re 
right there waiting for it.
 Sandra: When they ask for 
the date, we ask them to be 
patient because sometimes it 
takes us a while to return the 
call.
 Kevin: And sometimes it’s 
the mother on the phone, 
and we always say we need 
to talk to the bride. We’re 
very busy. Sometimes you 
don’t know whether you’re 
coming or going. You can 
get married at the cathedral 
six days a week – Monday 
through Saturday. Our most 
popular times on Saturday 
are 7 o’clock at the cathedral 
and 5 o’clock at St. Mary’s.

What’s the percentage of 
out-of-town weddings at the 
cathedral?
 Kevin: I would say it’s 
probably 90% out-of-town 
couples. New Orleans is 
a destination city. Many 
girls in New Orleans, if they 
are Catholic through and 
through, like getting married 
in their home church.
 Sandra: When we say out 

of town, we’re talking Hou-
ma-Thibodaux and Baton 
Rouge, but we also have 
many weddings for people 
from Florida, Texas, Califor-
nia and New York.
 Kevin: Last year, we had 
a couple that planned their 
wedding around a Saints 
game, and they were from 
Canada. They got married, 
and the entire bridal party 
and families went to the 
Saints game. We’ve also had 
quite a few Saints players get 
married here. At one wed-
ding, Drew Brees was in the 
church when I opened the 
two doors just as the wed-
ding was about to be over. 
I thought everybody was 
looking at me, but Drew was 
standing behind me and 
tapped me on the shoulder. 
He wanted to know if he 
could go out another door so 
he wouldn’t detract from the 
bride and groom. I told him, 
“I think they know you’re 
here already.”

What process do you go 
through to determine that 
the wedding couple from 
out of town has been 
going through marriage 
preparation in their home 
diocese?
 Kevin: We’ve got to make 
sure they’re properly pre-
pared. In the Archdiocese 
of New Orleans, we do ev-
erything by the book, and it 
seems like Texas, New York 
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Checklist for preparing for your Catholic wedding

HERE IS A CHECKLIST FOR 
YOUR CATHOLIC WEDDING:

6-12 months
 ➤ Immediately after making 
the decision to marry, you 
should visit your parish priest 
to make arrangements for pre-
marriage counseling.
 ➤ Discuss with the priest or 
deacon any special circum-
stances that might affect your 
marriage.
 ➤ Complete a premarital 
inventory, a series of written 
questions responded to by the 
couple separately. The priest or 
deacon will analyze the results, 
which will help assess your 
readiness for marriage.
 ➤ The priest or deacon will 
discuss the premarital inven-

 ➤ Select a florist.
 ➤ Plan your music, selecting 
organist and singer.
 ➤ Reserve limousines.
 ➤ Arrange rehearsal and 
rehearsal dinner, if you plan 
to have one. Tell the wedding 
party.
 ➤ Begin plans for your future 
home together.

3 months
 ➤ Order invitations.
 ➤ Order personal stationery 
and note paper.
 ➤ Complete plans for your 
honeymoon.
 ➤ Have both mothers choose 
their gowns.
 ➤ Plan accommodations for 
out-of-town guests.
 ➤ Plan bridesmaids’ lun-
cheon.

tory with you and review the 
strengths and weaknesses of 
your communication process. 
Presuming you are ready to go 
forward, you can begin making 
your liturgical wedding plans.
 ➤ With the guidance of 
your priest or deacon, decide 
on a marriage preparation 
program. The priest or deacon 
will discuss with you the most 
appropriate program, depend-
ing upon your circumstances.
 ➤ The Office of Marriage 
and Family Life website has 
complete information on steps 
to take when preparing to 
be married in the Catholic 
Church. For more information, 
go to http://nolacatholic.org/
getting-married-1.
 The Office of Marriage and 
Family Life can be reached at 

(504) 861-6243. 
 ➤ Discuss the wedding bud-
get and style of wedding with 
both sets of parents. The priest 
or deacon will inform you of 
parish guidelines and any costs 
or offerings involved.
 ➤ Plan the reception: reserve 
all services needed.
 ➤ Decide on attendants.
 ➤ Using index cards or a 
computer spreadsheet, draw 
up your invitation list and 
have your fiance draw up his. 
Keep the cards in alphabetical 
order for ease in writing thank-
you notes.
 ➤ Select your wedding dress, 
veil and accessories. Allow 
three months for delivery. 
 ➤ Select attendants’ dresses 
and shoes.
 ➤ Select a photographer.

2 months
 ➤ Finish addressing the wed-
ding invitations.
 ➤ Decide upon gifts for your 
attendants.
 ➤ Select the wedding ring, if 
you have not already done so.
 ➤ Prepare newspaper an-
nouncement.
 ➤ Visit your doctor.

  1 month
 ➤ Depending on the timing 
and completion of your mar-
riage preparation program, 
this final phase could range 
anywhere from one to three 
months before the wedding. 
In the final phase, the priest or 
deacon will discuss what you 
have learned and experienced 
during the marriage prepara-
tion program and your under-
standing of the  sacrament in 
light of the formal preparation. 
He will discuss your responsi-
bilities as future parents and 
as spouses and complete all 
documentary requirements.
 ➤ The reception of the sac-
raments of reconciliation and 
Holy Eucharist as fitting prepa-
ration for the sacrament of 
Matrimony will be addressed.
 ➤ Finalize wedding liturgy 
and plan wedding rehearsal.
 ➤ Get the marriage license.
 ➤ Make transportation plans 
for the wedding party.
 ➤ Have the final fitting of 
your bridal gown.
 ➤ Order your wedding cake 
and the package of groom’s 
cake for guests to take home 
and dream on.
 ➤ Mail your invitations.

 2 weeks
 ➤ Record each gift as re-
ceived.
 ➤ Check on attire for every-
one in the wedding party.
 ➤ Plan how to handle traffic 
and parking for guests.
 ➤ Arrange for name changes 
on Social Security, driver’s 
license, auto insurance, etc.

 1 week
 ➤ Have final consultations 
with caterer, photographer, 
florist, musician, etc.
 ➤ Give bridesmaids’ lun-
cheon.
 ➤ Keep up with gift acknowl-
edgments.

Approximately 1,400 couples are married 
each year in the Archdiocese of New 
Orleans. Planning the perfect wedding is a 
job that calls for prayer and preparation. 
The archdiocese requires a 6- to 8-month 
engagement period for couples to reflect 
prayerfully on their relationship and their 
readiness for marriage.

Lord, grant that I might not so much seek to be loved as to love.
  – St. Francis of Assisi

One Parish, two beautiful, Historic Landmark Churches

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church
P

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church
Both Churches in the CBD, near the French Quarter, 

the Superdome, the Convention Center, 
Garden District and downtown hotels.

For more information on both churches contact

Paige A. Saleun
Wedding Coordinator

psaleun@archdiocese-no.org
504-525-4413 x201

Parish Office
724 Camp Street, New Orleans, Louisiana 70130

www.oldstpatricks.org



Page 5  |  CLARION HERALDOctober 12, 2019 |  New Orleans Catholic Wedding Guide
Marriage Preparation in the

Archdiocese of New Orleans at a Glance

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL THE OFFICE OF MARRIAGE AND FAMILY LIFE – (504) 861-6243 

FIRST STEPS TO THE ALTAR

MARRIAGE PREPARATION PARTICULAR LAW FOR THE ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW ORLEANS

ARE YOU MARRIED AND WOULD YOU LIKE TO BECOME A MENTOR COUPLE?

NORTHWEST SYMPTO-THERMAL

Uses a combination of basal body temperature 
and observations of physical changes to chart 
progress through the woman’s fertility cycle. 
This information can be used effectively to either 
achieve or postpone a pregnancy. Classes are 
conducted in a group setting and consist of four, 
three-hour evenings spread over the course of 
two months. Available on both the southshore 
and the northshore. Registration is through the 
Office of Marriage and Family Life, (504) 861-6243.

Congratulations! The Catholic Church joyfully anticipates the opportunity to celebrate this life-changing sacrament with you. 
St. Paul tells us the Sacrament of Matrimony is the image of Christ’s love for his Church.

The Archdiocese of New Orleans recognizes the vital role the parish community plays in the life of each couple both before and after their wedding. It is God who joins man and woman in marriage and sustains them in 
love, and it is in the parish community that we encounter him most fully. Your first step is to contact your parish priest or deacon at least 6 to 8 months before the wedding to work out a plan to prepare for your marriage 
in the Church. Your parish priest or deacon will know which resources are available to you and will recommend the best possible marriage preparation, given your particular circumstances. If you are working with a priest 
or deacon from outside the archdiocese, he can email or call the Office of Marriage and Family Life at (504) 861-6243 for information and guidance.

For a copy of the Marriage Preparation Particular Law for the Archdiocese of New Orleans and the Marriage Prep Program Dates for 2019, go to www.nolacatholic.org/documents.

Contact your parish, and then either call the archdiocesan Office of Marriage and Family Life at (504) 861-6243 to discuss options or register online for training in the In Home Marriage Prep program by going to https://
nolacatholicfla.regfox.com/in-home-marriage-prep

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING

Uses observation of physical symptoms to both chart 
progress through the woman’s fertility cycle and pro-
vide a wealth of information regarding the woman’s 
health to a certified practitioner. This information 
can also be used by medical personnel trained in 
NaPro Technology, a cutting-edge healthcare system 
that works to maintain or restore a woman’s natural 
reproductive system. One-on-one classes with a 
practitioner; introductory presentation followed 
by monthly meetings until autonomy is achieved. 
Register: Hope Fertility Care Center: https://www.
hopewomansclinic.com/fertility/creighton-model/

A method that is both simple and affordable, yet 
still very effective. It uses observation of physical 
symptoms to chart progress through the woman’s 
fertility cycle. This method is said to be ideal for a 
woman discontinuing the use of artificial contracep-
tion. It is now available through the Hope Fertility 
Care Center, and one-on-one classes consist of an 
introduction and monthly follow-up meetings until 
autonomy is achieved. To schedule an appointment 
or to learn more, email cneil@womansnewlife.com.

There are two instructor couples in the area for this 
Sympto-Thermal method, and they are both on the 
southshore. Classes are three, pre-scheduled eve-
ning sessions done specifically couple-to-couple 
(imagine that!). Live and self-paced online courses 
are also available.  Registration is online by going 
to https://ccli.org/learn-nfp-from-ccl/main-course-
descriptions/class-comparison-chart/

CREIGHTON FERTILITY CARE SYSTEM FAMILY OF THE AMERICAS COUPLE TO COUPLE LEAGUECOUPLE TO COUPLE LEAGUE

For information please contact

Kevin Charpentier and Sandra Junius
Wedding Directors

504-525-9585
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By Christine Bordelon
Clarion Herald

Wedding dress worn once, twice, three times by a lady
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 In the South, we hold our 
traditions close to the heart.
 When it came time for Ga-
brielle Campo Hillman to get 
married on April 13, 2019, 
she already knew what dress 
she would wear – a hand-
sewn gown first worn by her 
grandmother, Gayle Brack 
Kopelman, in 1961, and 
then by her mother, Tammy 
Kopelman Campo, in 1986. 
 “My mom already knew I 
was going to wear it,” Hill-
man, 28, said. “It was always 
discussed.”
 All three wore the dress as 
they walked down the aisle 
of the same church – St. 
Agnes Church in Jefferson. 
Her great grandparents had 
moved into this Catholic 
parish in the 1940s, sent their 
children to school there and 
never left. Her grandmother 

was 19 when she got married. 
Her mom was 24, and Hill-
man was 28 this year on her 
wedding day.

Why so special
 Hillman, a graduate of St. 
Scholastica Academy and Ole 
Miss, said the original dress 

was designed from a dress in 
a magazine her grandmother 
liked. Kopelman’s Aunt Ele-
nor, a bridal couturiere who 

served tea in porcelain china 
cups, handmade the classic 
dress from satin with Alen-

Gayle Brack Kopelman wearing the dress in 1961. Tammy Kopelman Campo wearing it in 1986. Gabrielle Campo Hillman wearing it in 2019.

CERTIFIED MASTER BAKERS SINCE  1959
4037 Jefferson Hwy. • www.haydelbakery.com



ritzcarlton.com/neworleans.
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DRESS
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con lace accents, but it was 
void of pearls and sequins, 
said Hillman.
 When her mother, Tammy, 
decided to wear the dress, it 
had not been properly heir-
loomed and had partially 
yellowed and deteriorated 
on the bodice and sleeves.
 “Below the bust down was 
never touched, but my mom 
removed some of the top and 
removed the sleeves and add-
ed see-through, puffy (popu-
lar after Princess Diana’s 
1981 wedding) sleeves for her 
wedding,” Hillman said. “My 
grandmother hand-sewed 
5,000 pearls on it on the lace 
to fill in the buds of the flow-
ers.”
 After her 1986 wedding, 
her mom had it heirloomed 
and stored it at her house, 
Hillman said. 
 “I never saw it but knew I 
was going to wear this dress,” 
Hillman said. “I guess be-
cause my great aunt made it 
for my grandmother, and my 
mom wore it. How could you 
not?”

Back to original form
 Hillman, who is larger in 
stature than her mother, 
said when she tried on the 
dress, she unboxed it at her 
great grandmother Hermin-
ie Simon Brack’s Jefferson 
house with her grandmother 
Gayle, her mother and sister 
present. Maw Maw, 97, has 
lived in the house with her 
sister, Maude ever since her 
husband, Prudent Brack 

(Aunt Elenor’s brother) built 
it in the 1940s. It is where 
they raised Gayle and three 
other children: Don, Barry 
and Mike Brack. 
 It had yellowed and had to 
be slightly altered to fit Hill-
man. She said the restorer re-
moved a giant satin bow on 
the back and used it as bod-
ice inserts. She also removed 
her mother’s “puffy- sleeves” 
addition and restored the 
sleeves to their original long-
sleeve, lace-style worn by her 
grandmother. 
 The dress also was cleaned 
to revive its whiteness, some-
thing they didn’t know was 
possible.
 “It was fun watching the 
progress of the dress restora-
tion,” she said. “The origi-
nal scalloped lace neckline 

remained,” she said. “The 
length of the dress was per-
fect without (high-heeled) 
shoes, so it worked perfectly 
for me because I don’t like 
heels.”
 When she walked down 
the aisle,  Hil lman said 
many in attendance remem-
bered the dress, and others 
couldn’t wait to see it. She 
was wearing her in-laws’ 
wedding garter underneath.
 “My great grandmother, 
who doesn’t move around 
a lot, was breaking her neck 
to see me come down the 
aisle,” Hillman said. “Every-
body commented on how 
great the dress was, and 
what a cool story.” (She had 
information about the gen-
erations wearing the dress in 
her wedding program.)

After her 2019 wedding, Gabrielle 
Campo Hillman stands with her 
grandmother Gayle Brack Kopelman 
on left, and mother Tammy Kopelman 
Campo on right.

From left, great grandmother Her-
minie Brack, grandparents David and 
Gayle Kopelman, parents Tammy 
and Manny Campo, sister Madeline  
and great great Aunt Maude Simon.

 “The beauty of the dress is 
that it came full-circle (back 
to its original form),” she 
said. ”It’s almost the same 
style when my grandmother 
wore it and the sentiment 
of the dress that each of us 
walked down the same aisle 
(at St. Agnes).”
 Starting a new tradition, 
a friend’s daughter, Eleanor 
Killens, wore a vintage dress 
as a flower girl that Hillman 
had worn in 1992. 
 Father Beau Charbonnet, 
pastor at St. Angela Merici 
and formerly chaplain at St. 
Scholastica where Hillman 
first met him, was the wed-
ding celebrant. 
 Hillman’s husband, Ty, 
formerly a Methodist, went 
through RCIA at St. Angela 
to become Catholic during 

their engagement. 
 “When we started dating, 
he started coming to church 
with me, and he did some re-
search on his own,” Hillman 
said. “When he started go-
ing to RCIA, things became 
clearer to him and it started 
some interesting conversa-
tions between us.”
 Her closeness to her moth-
er’s family resulted in Hill-
man buying her first home 
around the corner from her 
great grandmother; and her 
second home with her new 
husband nearby. 
 She carried her great grand-
mother’s light blue rosary in 
her bouquet down the aisle.
 “I knew I wanted to carry 
it; my mom suggested it,” 
she said.
 Christine Bordelon can be 
reached at cbordelon@clarion-
herald.org. 

Gabrielle Campo Hillman and her 
husband Ty pose before the altar 
for a quick photo after their April 
13 wedding at St. Agnes Church in 
Jefferson.

The HIllmans pray before the Blessed 
Mother during their wedding Mass. 
Gabrielle carried her great grand-
mother’s  blue rosary down the aisle 
and held it during the ceremony.

I never saw 
it, but knew 
I was going 
to wear this 
dress.
 – Gabrielle Campo
Hillman said about the 
wedding dress that was 
worn by her mother and
grandmother.

3310 Jefferson Hwy.

Jefferson, LA 70121

(504) 833-3366
www.stagnesjefferson.org
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Ageless questions answered in light of the Gospel

 Catholic author Peter Kreeft 
newest’s book, “Ask Peter 
Kreeft: The 100 Most Interest-
ing Questions He’s Ever Been 
Asked,” includes the following 
two on marriage and engaged 
relationships.

Question: How can I tell if I 
love someone?
 If you don’t know what 
love is, you can’t tell. If you 
don’t know what a gold nug-
get is, you won’t be able to 
tell whether you’ve found 
one or whether it’s only fool’s 
gold.
 Love is to will the good of 
another person. Love is not 
a feeling. Feelings help cause 
it, but it is essentially a free 
choice. Feelings help get it 
started, but it stays and grows 
only by a continual choice of 
the will. Feelings also result 
from it – loving always makes 
you deeply happy – but love 
only for the sake of your own 
private feelings is not to love 
the other but to love yourself.
 Since we live in a mate-
rial world, and two material 
things can’t occupy the same 
space at the same time, one 
state of affairs in the physi-
cal world is a benefit to one 
and a loss to another. For in-
stance, my shield stops your 
sword; the more taxes I pay, 
the richer the government 
is; and if I give you half my 
pizza, I have only half a pizza 
left. Love always means the 
willingness to sacrifice your 
stuff and space and time for 
another person. The surest 
test of love is sacrifice. That’s 

true of all kinds of love: erotic 
love, friendship, philanthro-
py, altruism, liking, goodwill, 
admiration, compassion – all 
kinds of love are proved by 
actions, not by feelings.
 But by a wonderful para-
dox, the more love you give, 
the more you have left over. 

And the more you work for 
someone else’s happiness, 
forgetting your own, the hap-
pier you are. That’s not just 
an ideal or a principle; that’s 
a fact of experience.
 If you are trying to decide 
whether you love someone 
enough to marry that person, 

ask yourself this question: Do 
I really want to give my whole 
self and my whole life to that 
person? If so, marry him or 
her; if not, don’t. If you think 
you will be absolutely miser-
able with that person, don’t 
marry; but don’t marry for 
your own happiness, because 

that always backfires. That 
other person is not a means 
to your happiness but an end 
in himself or herself. Two 
people who marry out of the 
firm desire to give their whole 
selves to each other and not 
out of the desire for personal 

Weddings | Rehearsal Dinners | Special Occasions | Corporate Events

600 Decatur Street
3rd Floor Jax Brewery Millhouse

New Orleans, LA  70130

www.patosontheriver.com

504-561-1200
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and California also have 
good policies. If a non-Cath-
olic is marrying a Catholic 
and they want Mass, we have 
to get permission from the 
archbishop to do that. It’s not 
as easy as it sounds.

Does the size of the 
weddings vary?
 Kevin: We’ve done wed-
ding just for the couple 
themselves and just a few 
family members. We’ve done 
weddings where over a thou-
sand people attended. The 
wedding rehearsal is usually 
done the night before the 
wedding. Sometimes the 

priest is there and sometimes 
he can’t get there, but Sandra 
and I try to make the couple 
feel perfect. We go through 
the whole ceremony.

What kind of comments 
do people have about the 
cathedral?
 Sandra: They love it. It’s 
just absolutely gorgeous, and 
they’re overwhelmed. They 
can’t believe it. You don’t 
get this anywhere else but in 
New Orleans.
 Kevin: The bells are ringing 
and everybody is in Jackson 
Square. When the doors open 
at the end of the wedding, 
everybody is screaming for 
the bride and groom. They 
really do feel like a princess 
and a prince.

 Sandra: The sacrament is 
over, and they can party.

Can French Quarter traffic 
present some challenges?
 Sandra: Yes, it does. We 
had one wedding where the 
limo people left the bride at 
the hotel. Our police officer 
went in her squad car and 
turned on the flasher lights 
and got her in the car. She 
got from Canal Street to the 
cathedral in three minutes. 
The bride took it very well.
 Kevin: We always ask them 
what kind of transportation 
they’re taking.
 Sandra: You never know 
when there’s going to be a 
parade. We tell them, “Spend 
the extra money and get the 
police escort.” They don’t 
have to decorate the church 
because the altar itself is mag-
nificent.
 Kevin: There’s poetry in 
simplicity.

How do you all get along in 

what can be a stressful job?
 Kevin: We both tell each 
other, “We cannot do this job 
without the other.”

Are there some sensitive 
issues you’ve run into with 
families?
 Kevin: The most problems 
we have are with the mothers 
of the bride, and every now 
and then, we get a dad who’s 
hard to handle. We do have 
problems with fainting every 
now and then. I’m ready with 
a cold rag to put behind their 
necks.
 Sandra: I’ve had a brides-
maid faint, and when I got 
back from taking care of her, 
the bride fainted on the altar.
 Kevin: I tell them at the 
rehearsal to make sure they 
have some crackers with 
them. A lot of girls are up 
at the crack of dawn and 
haven’t had a bite to eat.
 Sandra: And don’t give 
them champagne!
 Kevin: But, really, all of 

our weddings go off without 
a hitch!
 Sandra: It’s so amazing 
when you see the bride and 
groom looking in each oth-
er’s eyes. It makes you cry.
 Kevin: A lot of people don’t 
realize that the sacrament of 
matrimony is just about the 
couple. My bride and groom 
are the centerpiece of the 
altar. That’s how I like to feel 
about it. Having a wedding 
at the cathedral is like no 
other place. It’s just a really 
spiritual experience.
 Sandra: You see that bride 
go up and the music is play-
ing and you hardly know 
these girls, and you get goose-
bumps and tears. Oh, my 
gosh, how wonderful.
 Kevin: I like to tell them 
when they have babies of 
their own, bring them back to 
the cathedral and have them 
baptized. A lot of them have 
done that.
 For information on St. Louis 
Cathedral, call 503-0351.CourtofTwoSisters.com
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Q&A: Local florist offers up ‘petals’ of wisdom
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 The Clarion Herald recently 
asked Roger Villere, founder and 
owner of the family-operated 
Villere’s Florist, to reflect on 
his interactions with couples as 
they plan the flowers and other 
decorative elements of their 
wedding and reception. Villere 
knows of which he speaks: He 
has logged nearly 60 years in his 
chosen field and is currently cel-
ebrating the 50th anniversary of 
his eponymous florist business, 
headquartered in Metairie.

What should couples do 
before going to the florist to 
discuss the church flowers 
for their wedding?

 They should become ac-
quainted with the floral regu-
lations set by the pastor – by 
checking with the parish 
office or the wedding coor-
dinator. Some churches allow 
elaborate decorations, and 
other churches have gotten 
to the point where they allow 
very little in the church. For 
instance, we used to do a lot 
of candles up and down the 
aisle, and it was beautiful. 
Over the years, people had 
accidents. The glass would 
break or the candles would 
drip on the carpet. If you can 
do something like that, it’s 
beautiful – if you have the 

right venue. Every church 
is different. Some are very 
restrictive, others are really 
flexible. Some might allow 
you to decorate the pews, 
but require you to use rubber 
bands to anchor the items or 
something that won’t scratch 
the pews. Go to your church 
to find out what you can and 
can’t do. It will save time and 
disappointment if the bride 
knows up front that she can’t 
have certain items in church. 
That way we can discuss ways 
of incorporating those flow-
ers at the reception venue 
instead.

What should brides take 
with them when they sit 
down with the florist to plan 
their floral scheme?
 We interview them so we 
can work through their ideas. 
It’s helpful if they bring in 
pictures or write down their 
ideas or a theme that they 
might have in mind. Perhaps 
they want a tropical theme or 
a Victorian theme or a spring 
theme or a winter theme. 
What do they have in mind 
for their wedding and how 
do we build around that 
theme, keeping in mind the 
budget that they have? We 
also ask them what color the 
dresses are. You can’t say “I’m 
gonna have a fall theme” and 
then have all spring-colored 

dresses. 

What are some common 
misunderstandings that 
brides have about flowers?
 Most don’t have an under-
standing of what flowers are 
available and the many ways 
they can be arranged. They’re 
not familiar with the seasonal 
aspect of flowers. Most flow-
ers are available year-round, 
but because of seasonal as-
pect, some of them are very 
expensive because they have 
to be grown under special 
conditions.

What challenges do you 
encounter during the 
early stages of devising a 
wedding’s floral design?
 One of the things that com-
plicates the process is that 
brides  will come in with her 
bridesmaids to discuss the 
flowers; and the next time, 
they’ll come in with their 
mom; and the next time 
they’ll come in with their 
future mother-in-law. Ev-
erybody’s got different ideas 
and wants to go in different 
directions. So, sometimes the 
bride gets pushed aside. The 
challenge is to keep everyone 
focused on what the bride 
wants and within the budget 
they are willing to spend. 
Very few people have un-
limited budgets. We’ve done 

$150 weddings and $30,000 
weddings.

Give us an example of a 
decorative element that a 
bride might desire in church, 
but that might be costlier 
than she realizes.
 They’ll see pictures of their 
mom’s or grandmother’s 
wedding and want to repli-
cate that look. Their mother 
may have had a cloth carpet 
that ran up the aisle and all 
the way out to the street. We 
used to be able to clean those 
carpets for $10, and now they 
charge us $300 just to clean 
them. Most people are now 
opting to use (less expensive) 
plastic.

After the church, the 
reception venue is the other 
major location of wedding 
flowers. What should couples 
keep in mind when it comes 
to their reception flowers?
 Florists can transport the 
church flowers to the recep-
tion – repurpose the flowers 
– but we can’t “beat” the 
bridal party to the reception 
because they usually have 
a police escort. It’s not the 
best situation to be decorat-
ing while everybody’s at the 
reception, but an experienced 
florist can do it. We will come 
in the back door whenever 

A wedding’s floral design can be a  pleasant part of wedding planning if couples work with experienced professionals. 

Celebrate your special moment
at the Historic Columns Hotel with
a uniquely New Orleans experience
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        HOTEL
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possible.

What work is commonly 
done in advance by florists 
at the reception venue?
 We decorate the wedding 
cake – put the flowers around 
the cake – set up the table 
decorations and any other de-
sired floral features, such an 
arch for the picture area. Or 
maybe they want some kind 
of background, like palms or 
ficus trees. Sometimes, we’ll 
be asked to do the Italian 
lights on the branches. Plants 
can provide a focal area, like 
where the band’s going to be 
or where they will be taking 
pictures.

Have you designed any 
memorable wedding 
reception themes over the 
years?
 One father of the bride 
wanted his daughter to feel 
like Cinderella. We built a 
tunnel with the trees and 

the twinkle lights and all the 
spring flowers. You walked 
through this wonderland of 
amazement!

Are there places other than 
the church and reception 
hall for which 21st-century 
brides are seeking the help 
of a florist?
 A lot of times we are asked 
to decorate where the bride is 
getting dressed. Usually they 
spend a few hours with their 
bridesmaids – putting on 
their makeup, having their 

hair done. They’ll bring food 
in. They want it to look nice.

Given that you have been 
in this business for nearly 
six decades, what has been 
the biggest change you have 
witnessed over the years?
 We now have increased 
availability (of floral stock) 
because the modernization 
of transportation allows us 
to more easily access various 
flowers in different countries. 
With the airlines what they 
are now – the thousands of 

connection routes – we can 
fly in flowers from all over 
the world. In past years, we 
had to grow them mostly 
in the United States. It was 
very expensive, because you 
had to manipulate them in 
greenhouses to control their 
bloom. You were adding cool 
air or covering with them 
with cloths at night to make 
it darker sooner, because 
some flowers are light sensi-
tive; some are cool sensitive. 
Or we’d be adding extra 
oxygen and carbon dioxide 

to the greenhouses to make 
them bloom, or adding heat 
to them at certain times of 
the year. It got really expen-
sive. Now we can access flow-
ers from all over the world 
– from countries where the 
climate allows them to grow 
better – and then fly them 
in. It’s actually cheaper to do 
that than to grow them in the 
United States and then have 
to manipulate the tempera-
ture and other factors. 

Tell us about some of those 
international sources that 
American florists are using 
these days.
 Chrysanthemums from 
Mexico are shipped in by 
refrigerator truck; Guate-
mala grows some beautiful 
carnations; Ecuador grows 
some fabulous roses; Hol-
land grows tremendous bulb 
flowers; Hawaii and Jamaica 
grow tropicals. When it’s the 
off-season for certain flowers 
in the Northern Hemisphere, 
we can fly them in from Aus-
tralia and New Zealand!

– Beth Donze

Inquire about your church’s decora-
tive guidelines before meeting with 
a florist. A floral arch (right) creates 
a nice focal point at the reception.

www.stalphonsusno.com



It’s a great idea to prioritize your catering needs when you visit potential reception venues for your wedding, says 
Adam Miller, director of catering and special events at The Columns Hotel on St. Charles Avenue.. 

Q&A: What should couples ask of a reception venue?
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 The Clarion Herald asked 
Adam Miller, director of cater-
ing and special events at The 
Columns Hotel on St. Charles 
Avenue, to explain some of the 
common questions he receives 
from bridal parties when plan-
ning a wedding reception.

What are some of the usual 
questions you are asked 
when an engaged couple or 
their family comes to you to 
plan a reception?
 Hopefully, they’ve made up 
their own list of questions or 
they’ve gone out and found 
one online, because that 
helps. It’s always intriguing 
when they make up their 
own list or pulled one off 
line. I’ve been in the business 
of wedding receptions for 29 
years, and the evolution has 
really tickled me. One of the 
top things I tell the bride is 
that she should prioritize 
what is most important to 
her – whether it’s the budget, 
the head count, maybe the 
amount of space she thinks 
she wants to occupy. It’s 
good to figure out before-
hand what’s important – the 
number of people versus the 
amount of dollars. If they 
don’t have a glimpse of that, 
it’s our responsibility to show 
them how it works here. I 
spent the summer developing 
a PowerPoint presentation to 
show them that.

What’s connected with 
setting the budget?

 Certainly, the head count 
and the space help create a 
certain budget, and the next 
question will be, “Well, what 
does all that get me?” As a 
full-service hotel, we have 
the ability here to provide 
all the catering, the linen, 
the tables, the silverware, 
the chairs and some décor 
options as well as some music 
options. We can tell them 
what that price includes, and 
then there are options if they 
don’t want any of the décor, 
etc. The only outside food 
items that can be brought in 
is for dessert time – that’s the 
time-honored tradition of the 
cake. We’ll do everything to 
serve the cake – cut it, plate 
it and pass it out. And, some-
times, couples have things 
other than a cake. It doesn’t 
always have to be a cake.

Dietary restrictions are big 
these days. How do you 
handle that?
 We’re very conscious of di-
etary and religious guidelines 
for dining. We do everything 
we can to accommodate ko-
sher, gluten-free, vegan and 
vegetarian diets. Those are 
questions we normally get on 
the back end – after the space 
has been reserved – but that 
is something we can always 
do.

With your years of 
experience, how long does it 
take when you meet with a 
bride?

 Our first meeting is the 
opportunity for them to get 
all their questions out, and I 
try to listen carefully. Often 
times, I have to budget from 
30 minutes to two hours.

Is there a way budget-
conscious brides can keep 
costs under control?
 Always. We’re a very small 
business, but this has always 
been true: It’s always better 
to go ahead and get the space 
booked because “busy looks 
better than empty.” There is 
a business side to it. There are 
always 52 Saturdays in a year, 
which are top draw. But when 
you’re talking about a recep-
tion in July, are you kidding 
me? I’ll do everything I can 
to do that. 

How long are most 
receptions?
 When you boil it down, 
most people are happiest 
with the pace of a three-hour 
or 3 ½-hour reception. When 
you start talking beyond 3 ½ 
hours, there are other finan-
cial factors involved. You’ve 
got to keep pouring drinks, 
and the band’s not going to 
play for free. That’s not to 
say we haven’t gone longer. 

We had a 5 ½-hour reception 
once. I felt like I was at the 
Grammys. The whole staff 
was amazed. I told them, “I 
didn’t have anything to do 
with the music!”

How important is your staff 
in making sure the reception 
goes off well?
 It’s critical. You don’t nec-
essarily have to have the 
most experienced individuals 
working, but we are always 
looking for the right type 
of person, a person who is 
continually moving and 
who has an ability to change 
gears and keep the ball roll-
ing. While they know they’re 
going to get a script and they 
read it, there’s always going 
to be something else to do. 
Aside from them having to 
serve food and drink and 

bus tables, like at any other 
restaurant, they also have 
to set up tables and chairs. 
You need to have the right 
attitude.

Are there any trends about 
the food that brides like to 
order for their guests?
 I’d have to say I would 
stack up our gumbo against 
the world-famous Brennan’s 
family in the Quarter. We 
have a great crawfish pasta 
that can rival any crawfish 
Monica. We’re known for 
our crab cakes. I was a server 
here 20-plus years ago, and 
the crab cake recipe hasn’t 
changed. And there’s a reason 
for it. You don’t mess with 
success!
 Adam Miller can be reached 
at 899-0506 or events@thecol-
umns.com. 

Go, eat your bread with joy 
and drink your wine with a 
merry heart, because it is now 
that God favors your works.

– Ecclesiastes 9:7

For More Information
Contact

Mrs. Dede Dardis
Wedding 
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504-488-3578
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happiness – that is, people 
who look at the other person 
as an end, not as a means to 
happiness – will be happy. 
It’s often said that happiness 
is a bird: If you chase it, it 
flies away, and if you grab it, 
you kill it.
 And if each of the two 
wants to live and give and 
sacrifice for the other one, 
both should be just as willing 
to live and give and sacrifice 
for their children. That’s the 
double meaning of marriage. 
It’s a call, a vocation, a high 
and holy job – like joining 
the army or becoming a 
priest. You exist for the job; 
the job does not exist for you. 
It’s a big deal; it’s like an el-
ephant. It’s like the universe: 
It’s not our invention, and 
you can’t change it into what 
it’s not. You conform to it; it 
does not conform to you.
 You don’t have to ride on 
the elephant, but if you do, 
you can’t turn it into a don-
key.

Question: Why are children 
important?
 Answer 1: Because children 
are the fulfillment of life. 
Children are the fulfillment 
of life because they are the 
fulfillment of marriage, and 
marriage is the fulfillment of 
love, and love is the fulfill-
ment of life.
 Answer 2: Because we 
don’t matter as much as we 
think we do, but children 
matter more than we think 
they do. In fact, if children 
don’t matter, then none of 
us matter, because none of us 
came into the world except as 
children.
 Answer 3: Because to God, 
we are all children.
 “Ask Peter Kreeft”  is pub-
lished by Sophia Institute Press 
and available now at SophiaIn-
stitute.com/AskPeterKreeft.

 ➤ There is no fear in love, 
but perfect love drives out 
fear because fear has to do 
with punishment, and so one 
who fears is not yet perfect in 
love. We love because he first 
loved us.  

– 1 JOHN 4:18-19

 ➤ Let your life be free from 
love of money but be content 
with what you have, for he 
has said, “I will never forsake 

What does 
the Bible 
say about 

love?

you or abandon you.
– HEBREWS 13:5

 ➤ Set me as a seal upon 
your heart, as a seal upon 
your arm; For Love is strong 
as Death, longing is fierce as 
Sheol. Its arrows are arrows 
of fire, flames of the divine. 
Deep waters cannot quench 
love, nor rivers sweep it away.

Were one to offer all the 
wealth of his house for love,
he would be utterly despised.

– SONG OF SONGS 8:6-7

 ➤ Have you not read that 
from the beginning the Cre-
ator “made them male and 
female” and said, “For this 
reason a man shall leave his 
father and mother and be 
joined to his wife, and the 
two shall become one flesh”? 

So they are no longer two, 
but one flesh. Therefore, 
what God has joined to-
gether, no human being must 
separate.

– MATTHEW 19:4-6

 ➤ Since you have purified 
yourselves by obedience to 
the truth for sincere mutual 
love, love one another in-
tensely from a (pure) heart.

– 1 PETER 1:22
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During a pilgrimage to the shrines of France and the beaches of Normandy in June, Clarion Herald editor Peter 
Finney Jr. snapped a shot of a Paris wedding tradition – a bridal couple taking photos beneath the arches of one of 
the many bridges crossing the River Seine.

Photo by Peter Finney Jr. | CLARION HERALD
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Faith-filled answers to challenging marriage questions 
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Q We just learned that 
our daughter is en-
gaged. Her fiance is 

not a Catholic and probably 
not a member of any reli-
gion. We raised our kids in 
the church, and they always 
attended Sunday Mass. But 
our daughter has problems 
with some of the church’s 
teachings and has stopped 
going to Mass; now she is 
saying that she doesn’t want 
to be married in the church, 
particularly since she’s hor-
rified by the recent scandals.
 We plan on speaking to 
her again about the impor-
tance of being married in 
the church. We’re having 
Masses said for that inten-
tion and have also asked 
some priest friends to pray 
for her. Should she persist, 
however, we do have some 
questions.
 I feel that our not attend-
ing her wedding would rup-
ture our relationship with 
her and probably sink any 
chances of her ever return-
ing to the church. But would 
it be wrong to participate 
in any way – such as by her 
dad’s walking her down the 
aisle, or helping to pay for 
the wedding or giving her a 
gift?
 She is our only daughter 
and this is heartbreaking 
for us, but we don’t want 
to offend the Lord, even for 
the sake of our daughter. 
Any insight you could give 
would be appreciated – as 

would your prayers for her 
and for us. (Austin, Texas)

A I am edified by your 
question – both by 
your clear love for your 

daughter and by your strong 
commitment to the church. I 
assure you that I will add my 
own prayers for her happi-
ness in marriage and for her 
eventual return to Catholic 
practice.
 (As regards your daughter’s 
horror at recent scandals, 
would it help if you told her 
that you yourself are equally 
offended, but that you are not 
willing to let this criminal and 
sinful behavior do even more 
damage by depriving you of 
the support you experience 
from the sacraments?)
 As to your participation 
in her wedding ceremony: 
You have explained to your 
daughter, and will again, your 
strong preference that she be 
married in the church and 
your disappointment should 
she not be. But I agree that 
your absence from the cer-
emony might well eliminate 
any chance of her ever com-
ing back to the sacraments.
 So long as she understands 
your feelings and your regard 

for the faith in which you 
raised your children, I think 
that you and your husband 
could participate in the wed-
ding ceremony in the ways 
you mention.

Q These days, people 
are entering into 
marriage at a later 

age. Many bring with them 
considerable financial assets 
and, seeking ways to protect 
those assets, are drawing 
up prenuptial agreements 
by which they attempt to 
exclude their spouse’s claim 
on this wealth should a di-
vorce occur.
 I have always understood 
that this type of agreement 
is an impediment to a Cath-
olic marriage; it calls into 
question the total commit-
ment required for a mar-
riage, since the agreement is 
predicated on the marriage’s 
dissolution.
 Recently, a relative of 
mine and her fiance who 
are in a similar situation 
met with their parish priest, 
who never brought up this 
issue in their pre-Cana coun-
seling. So my questions 

are these: Is this type of 
prenuptial agreement, in 
fact, an impediment? If so, 
are priests as part of their 
premarital counseling in-
structed to bring this issue 
up? If not, should they be? 
(Slingerlands, New York)

A The church does not 
have a blanket prohibi-
tion against prenuptial 

agreements, and so such an 
agreement does not in itself 
constitute an impediment to 
a Catholic marriage. In certain 
specific circumstances, a “pre-
nup” can be warranted.
 Let’s say, for example, that 
a widow marries a widower 
and they both have children 
from their previous marriages; 
a prenup is a legitimate way 
of clarifying what is common 
property and what is separate, 
as a basis for determining the 
inheritance rights of each 
spouse’s children.
 In most cases, though, the 
mention of a prenup should 
raise concerns in a priest’s 
mind. The clear teaching of 
the Catholic Church is that 
marriage is permanent and 
requires an unconditional 

commitment.
 (In a wedding ceremony, 
before they take the vows, 
I ask the couple, “Have you 
come here freely and without 
reservation to give yourselves 
to each other in marriage?”)
 Apart from the sort of situ-
ation I indicated above, it 
would make me nervous for 
a couple to raise the issue of 
a prenup, and I would always 
question them about their 
understanding of indissolubil-
ity and their pledge to perma-
nence. I certainly would not 
marry a couple if I thought 
they were simply trying to 
create an “escape hatch.”  

Q My fiance is Jewish, 
and I am Catholic. 
We are hoping to get 

married in a neutral place, 
such as a hotel, and would 
like to incorporate elements 
from both religions into the 
ceremony. Is it possible to 
have such a wedding cer-
emony recognized by the 
Catholic Church, and who 
from the church would be 
willing to perform the wed-
ding in a venue such as a 

Father
DOYLE
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Jade and Jean Dervil were married at Corpus Christi Church in New Orleans.
Photo | COURTESY IRIS MANNINGS
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hotel? (We will be raising 
our future children in the 
Catholic Church.) (Balti-
more)

A Yes. With the proper 
permissions, it is cer-
tainly possible for a 

wedding ceremony such as 
you describe to be recog-
nized as valid by the Catholic 
Church. I have, in fact, par-
ticipated in a number of such 
rituals -- sometimes by myself, 
sometimes with a rabbi shar-
ing some of the prayers, often 
in Hebrew.
 A ceremony like this high-
lights the strong faith in 
the divine shared by both 
religions. (One practical hint: 
My experience has been that 
couples may have more dif-
ficulty finding a rabbi willing 
to participate; one Reform 
rabbi I know feels comfort-
able in doing so, and he and 
I have done several weddings 
together.)
 Either the priest or the rabbi 

may be selected to receive the 
couple’s wedding vows – again 
with the proper permission – 
and be the “officiant” to sign 
the civil marriage license.
 The setting for the cer-
emony can be as simple or as 
elaborate as you desire; one 
particular one that I recall 
took place in a “neutral” re-
ception hall but underneath 
a “chuppah,” the traditional 
Jewish wedding canopy, with 
both sets of parents standing 
next to the bride and groom.
 Your first move should be 
to speak with a local priest 
and complete the necessary 
paperwork.

Q If a Catholic wom-
an marries a Mus-
lim man, can their 

marriage be blessed in the 
Catholic Church? (Jakarta, 
Indonesia)

A Yes, certainly a Catholic 
woman is permitted to 
marry a Muslim man 

with the Catholic Church’s 
blessing. The ceremony may 
be performed either in a 

Catholic church or, with the 
permission of the local Catho-
lic bishop, in a Muslim or a 
“neutral” setting.
 (Not long ago, I officiated at 
such a wedding, held on the 
back lawn of the Muslim fam-
ily’s residence.) Interestingly, 
Islamic guidelines say that a 
Muslim man may marry out-
side his faith only if his spouse 
is Christian or Jewish.
 Questions may be sent to 
Father Kenneth Doyle at ask-
fatherdoyle@gmail.com and 30 
Columbia Circle Dr., Albany, 
New York 12203.

I give you a new 
commandment: 

love one 
another. As I 

have loved you, 
so you also 

should love one 
another.

– John 13:34

For more information • Contact Ivy Rohr, Sacramental Coordinator • 504-899-1378

GoodShepherdParishNOLA.com



Excessive spending by a spouse – or by both – can lead to a rocky relationship. Prioritize your necessities.

Making a success of marriage: Plan for happily ever after
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 “At its very best, marriage 
affords a man and woman 
the opportunity to create not 
only offspring but an entirely 
unique creature called ‘us,’” 
David Yount writes in “Mak-
ing a Success of Marriage: 
Planning for Happily Ever 
After.”
 Yount presents this book as 
a “defense of marriage,” con-
vinced that though wedlock 
fell victim “to a near 50 per-
cent divorce rate” in recent 
decades, there is nothing 
wrong with marriage itself 
“and everything right with 
it.”
 What needs fixing “are the 
expectations that couples 
bring to it and the strength of 
their commitment,” he says.
 What impressed itself on 
me was the book’s multi-
dimensional presentation 
of married life. Without 
slighting a couple’s personal 
relationship, Yount situates 
marriage within a larger con-
text.
 Thus, marriage encompass-
es intimate love, while call-
ing couples to a joint exercise 
of financial responsibility, 
constructive interaction with 
aging parents, friends and 
others, concern for each 
other’s health and, among 
other things, the demanding 
care of their children. For 
example:

Health
 “Since you are cooking and 

ing simply means knowing 
where your money is going 
so you can be assured of hav-
ing enough of it when you 
need it,” he observes.
 Recognizing the toll ex-
cessive spending takes, the 
author writes: “A car (or even 
two of them) may be necessi-
ties, but they don’t have to be 
expensive or new. You may 
consider a college education 
to be a requirement for your 
children, but an Ivy League 
campus is not a necessity.”

Courage needed for marriage
 Marriages today, more than 
ever, require “courage, clear-
sightedness and commit-
ment,” Yount insists. Every 
marriage “will be tested by 
circumstances beyond (the 
couple’s) complete control” –  
“illness, accident and finan-
cial strain.” A healthy mar-
riage survives such tests “by 
putting hope and trust ahead 
of anxiety,” says Yount.
 With so much in mind, 
one wonders what a person 
should look for when consid-
ering marriage. Yount writes:
 “Your prospective mate 
will probably also share your 
religious beliefs, your cul-

tural interests, and your 
level of education and intel-
ligence. Your prospective 
mate will also feel the same 
way as you do about wanting 
children and caring for aging 
parents.”

Find a wise mentor
 Yount suggests that people 
contemplating marriage seek 
“someone who will affirm 
who you are and what you 
stand for.” A lasting marriage 
is “one of shared values,” he 
says.
 And religious faith is in-
valuable, the author finds. 
Spouses “need to believe in 
something beyond” them-
selves. He says: “Happy cou-
ples live longer. So do people 
with religious beliefs.”
 Yount, a Quaker, writes 
in light of this faith, as well 
as his pastoral-counseling 
experience. He has authored 
13 books and a syndicated 
column; his book recalls 
experiences as a Marriage En-
counter leader. Yount’s long-
lasting marriage, his second, 
came after what he calls an 
“ill-advised” first marriage.
 This book adds to the ex-
panding library of literature 

in “the marriage movement,” 
fostered by religious leaders 
of varying faith backgrounds, 
psychologists, sociologists, 
TV personalities and other 
commentators.
 If these people approach 
marriage from differing per-
spectives and bases, what 
unites them is the convic-
tion that marriage remains 
a viable institution in which 
couples can truly and hap-
pily succeed.
 A unique feature of Yount’s 
book is its list of 100 brief 
statements designed to help 
couples determine whether 
their expectations of mar-
riage are reasonable, while 
prompting them to “define 
what each of them is pre-
pared to invest in their life 
together, as opposed to what 
they expect to gain from 
marriage.”

Respect differences
 For example, the list asks 
readers whether they agree or 
disagree with statements like 
these: “Since we love each 
other, we no longer need to 
say ‘please’ and ‘thank you.’ 
… If I am ever unfaithful in 
the marriage, it will be my 
partner’s fault. … I can con-
tinue to enjoy the freedoms 
of single life after marriage. 
… I expect my wedding day 
to be the peak experience of 
our lives.”
 Yount believes husbands 
and wives in successful mar-
riages respect their differenc-
es, accept apologies, let go of 
the past, tread softly on each 
others’ vulnerabilities and 
leave “the door open to rec-
onciliation after disputes.” 
He cautions that “wedlock 
can become a lockout when 
partners compete with each 
other, blame each other and 
insist on being right.”
 About the reviewer: David 
Gibson served for more than 
37 years on the Catholic News 
Service editorial staff. Dis-
claimer:  Book reviews do not 
imply and are not to be used 
as official endorsement by the 
USCCB of the work or those 
associated with the work. Book 
reviews are solely intended as a 
resource regarding publications 
that might be of interest to For 
Your Marriage visitors.

By David Gibson
www.foryourmarriage

eating together as a couple, 
you are responsible for each 
other’s nutrition,” Yount 
advises. He urges spouses 
to “monitor each other’s 
health,” for “if your spouse is 
suffering, your marriage can 
suffer.”

Money
 Yount’s chapter on a cou-
ple’s home-based financial 
responsibilities offers more 
pragmatic, down-to-earth 
advice than is found in most 
books on marriage. “Budget-

St. Francis of Assisi

Church

631 State Street

New Orleans

504-891-4479

www.stfrancisuptown.com
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The following information is the most recent available 
information for church weddings at various parishes in 
the Archdiocese of New Orleans. Contact the parishes to 
schedule wedding dates and for policies. The churches 
in the following list are among the ones that have 
celebrated the most weddings in recent years. It is not 
a comprehensive list. (504) area code is assumed unless 
otherwise listed.

See CHURCHES page 20 ➤

 St. Louis Cathedral, 615 
Pere Antoine Alley, New 
Orleans, 503-0351,  http://
www.st louiscathedral .
org/matrimony. Wedding 
fee includes the church, cantor, 
organist, wedding director and 
security. Weddings scheduled 
Monday through Friday at 3 p.m. 
or 7 p.m. and Saturdays at 11 a.m., 
1 p.m., 3 p.m. or 7 p.m. 
 All Saints, 1441 Teche St., 
New Orleans,  allsaintsch-
urchnola.org: Weddings may be 
scheduled Monday through Friday 
by request. Times also available on 
Saturdays before 1 p.m. or Saturday 
evenings at 7 p.m. Call Miranda at 
361-8835.
 Annunciation, 517 Avenue 
B, Bogalusa, (985) 732-4280. 
Please call the church office for 
details.
 Ascension of Our Lord, 
1900 Greenwood Dr., LaPlace, 
(985) 652-2615, E-Mail: 
aolparishoffice@gmail.com; 
Website: www.aolparish.org. 
Check for details. Organist fee 
additional. 
 Blessed Francis Xavier 
Seelos, 3037 Dauphine St., 
New Orleans, 943-5566; www.

seeloschurchno.org  (under 
Sacraments and Service 
tab): Contact church to reserve. 
Wedding times Friday evenings 
(except first Fridays) or Saturdays 
between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. and 
from 6 to 8 p.m. (None scheduled 
from 2-6 p.m.) Other dates and 
times considered upon request.
 Blessed Sacrament-St. Joan 
of Arc Parish (St. Joan of 
Arc Church), 8321 Burthe 
St., New Orleans, 866-7330: 
Call the parish office for details. 
Reserve church prior to booking 
reception venue. Additional fees 
for musicians.
 Blessed Trinity, 4230 S. 
Broad St., New Orleans, 822-
3394. Call the church office for 
details. 
 Divine Mercy Church, 
4337 Sal Lentini Pkwy., 
Kenner, 466-5016, www.
divinemercyparish.org. 
Weddings Friday evenings outside 
of Lent and Saturdays between 10 
a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Contact the 
parish office about other days. 
Some smaller-scale weddings 
Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. Visit website 
or call for more information.
 Good Shepherd Parish: See 

St. Stephen Church, St. Henry 
Church and Our Lady of Good 
Counsel Church.
 Holy Family Church, 1220 
14th Ave., Franklinton, (985) 
839-4040: Weddings Fridays 
from 4-7 p.m.; Saturdays 10 a.m.-1 
p.m., and 7 p.m. Reserve church 
before booking reception venue. 
No charge for use of church by 
registered parishioners. Musicians 
contracted separately.
 Holy Guardian Angels 
Mission, 1701 Bridge City 
Ave., Bridge City, 341-9522: 
Wedding times Fridays at 6:30 or 
7 p.m.; Saturdays between 10 a.m. 
and 1:30 p.m., and from 6 to 7 p.m. 
Other dates and times considered 
upon request. Additional fees for 
musicians.
 Holy Name of Jesus, 6367 
St. Charles Ave., New Orleans, 
(Mail: 6220 Lasalle Pl., New 
Orleans, LA 70118), 865-7430; 
weddings@hnjchurch.org. 
Wedding times are Fridays at 
7:30 p.m.; Saturdays at 11 a.m., 
1 p.m., 6 p.m. or 8 p.m. Contact 
wedding coordinator, Elizabeth 
Broekman for information on 
fees for the wedding coordinator, 
music coordinator and organist.
 Holy Name of Mary, 400 
Verret St., New Orleans,  (in 
Historic Algiers Point), 
Mailing address: 500 Eliza 
Street, New Orleans; 362-5511; 
www.holynameofmarynola.
org. Please call or email hnmary@
arch-no.org for wedding guidelines 
including music, directions and 
fees.
 Immaculate Conception, 
4401 7th St., Marrero, 341-
9516: Weddings may be scheduled 
on Friday evenings at 7 p.m. or 
Saturdays before or at 1 p.m.; or at 

or after 6 p.m. Check for details.
 Immaculate Conception 
(Jesuits’), 130 Baronne St., 
New Orleans, 442-2622; 
Website: www.jesuitchurch.
net.  Wedding coordinator, 
Julie Vanderbrook. Weddings 
scheduled Monday through 
Friday throughout the day; Friday 
evenings at 7 p.m.; and Saturdays 
between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m., then 
5:30 p.m. or 7:30 p.m. Check for 
details.
 Infant Jesus of Prague 
Mission, 700 Maple Ave., 
Harvey, 368-1397. Call the 
parish office for details.
 Mary Queen of Peace, 1501 
W. Causeway Approach, 
Mandeville, (985) 626-6977: 
Weddings scheduled Fridays at 7 
p.m.; Saturdays until 2 p.m. and 
at 7 p.m. Please refer to website 
at  www.maryqueenofpeace.
org  and call church office for 
details. Musician fees additional.
 Mater Dolorosa, 8128 Plum 
St., New Orleans, 866-3669: 
Check for details. Additional fees 
for the wedding coordinators, 
cantor and organist. Refer 
to mdolorosa.com for guidelines.
  Most Holy Trinity, 501 Holy 
Trinity Drive, Covington, 
(985) 892-0642: Weddings on 
Fridays at 7 p.m. or Saturdays from 
9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.; or 6:30 p.m. or 
later. Please call the church office 
for full details.
 Our  Lady of  Divine 
Providence, 1000 N. Starrett 
Road, Metairie, 466-4511: 
Weddings scheduled on Fridays at 
7 p.m.; Saturdays between 11 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. and Saturday evenings 
at 8 p.m. Call parish office for 
details.
 Our Lady of Good Counsel 

Church (Good Shepherd 
Parish), 1307 Louisiana 
Ave., New Orleans, 899-1378: 
Information (under sacraments 
tab) at GoodShepherdParishNOLA.
com or call Ivy Rohr, wedding 
coordinator. Additional fees for 
musicians.
 Our Lady of Grace Church, 
780 Hwy. 44, Reserve, (985) 
536-2613, E-Mail: olgchurch@
arch-no.org. Check for details.
 Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
411 N. Rampart St., New 
Orleans, 525-1551: Call for 
details.
 Our Lady of the Lake, 312 
Lafitte St., Mandeville, (985) 
626-5671, www.ollparish.
info: Weddings scheduled Fridays 
at 7 p.m. or Saturdays at 1 p.m., 
6 p.m. or 7 p.m.  Please visit 
the website or call the church 
office for wedding guidelines 
and information. Wedding 
coordinators and sacristan services 
provided. 
 Our Lady of Lourdes, 400 
Westchester Blvd., Slidell, 
(985) 643-4137, ext. 300: 
Contact the office for details 
or check the website,  www.
ollparishslidell.com. Organist fee 
additional.
 Our Lady of Lourdes, 2621 
Colonial Blvd., Violet, 682-
7070, E-Mail: oll@arch-no.org: 
Weddings may be scheduled on 
Fridays outside of Lent. Saturdays 
between 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 
and 6 p.m. or later. Other times 
depending upon parish schedule. 
For information, contact the office 
or check wedding guidelines 
at http://www.olol-church.com/
sacraments.html.
 Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help, 8968 Hwy. 23, Belle 
Chasse, 394-0314, E-Mail: 
churchoffice@olphbc.org: 
Check for details. Organist fee 
additional.
 Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help, 1908 Short St., Kenner, 
464-0361: Arrangements must be 
made eight months in advance. 
Please call the parish office to 
make an appointment. Wedding 
times are Fridays at 7 or 7:30 p.m., 
Saturdays between 10:30 a.m. and 
1:30 p.m. or evenings at 7:30 p.m. 
Musicians/singers not included in 
the fee. For more information, call 
or email secretary@olphla.org. 
 Our Lady of Prompt Succor, 
2320 Paris Road, Chalmette, 
271-3441, Website:  olps-
chalmette.org. For details, call 

www.villeresflorist.com
FREE CONSULTATION BY APPOINTMENT

WEDDING EXPERT SINCE 1969
“Villere’s Florist can provide beautiful flowers for your wedding, custom designed to your taste and budget.”

COVINGTON

1415 North Hwy. 190
985/809-9101

METAIRIE

750 Martin Behrman
504/833-3716

$50Off

With Purchase of $200.00 or More
Limit one per customer, cannot be used with other coupons.

Must be presented at time of purchase.  Expires:  Jan. 1, 2020 CH
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rectory or check website.
 Our Lady of Prompt 
Succor, 146 Fourth St., 
Westwego, 341-9522: Wedding 
times Fridays at 6:30 or 7 p.m.; 
Saturdays between 10 a.m. and 
1:30 p.m. and from 6-7:30 p.m. 
Other dates and times considered 
upon request. Additional fees for 
musicians.
 Our Lady of the Rosary 
Church, 3368 Esplanade Ave., 
(Parish Office: 1322 Moss St.), 
New Orleans, 70119.  Visit www.
olr-nola.org for the wedding 
calendar and guidelines.  Please 
call the Parish Office, 488-2659, 
for additional information.
 Our Lady Star of the Sea 
Church, 1835 St. Roch Ave., 

In a Catholic wedding, the priest or deacon witnesses the vows. The couple themselves are the ministers of the 
sacrament to each other.

New Orleans, 944-0166, 
olssno@arch-no.org: Weddings 
are held on Fridays at 6:30 or 7 
p.m.; Saturdays starting at noon 
but no later than 1 p.m., and 
Saturday evenings beginning at 6 
p.m. Weddings will not be held on 
religious holy days, civil holidays, 
Christmas week or during Holy 
Week. Other dates and times are 
considered upon request. Contact 
parish office for more information.
 Sacred Heart, 28088 Main 
St., Lacombe, (Mail: P. O. Box 
1080, Lacombe, LA 70445-
1080), (985) 882-5229. Check 
for details.
 St. Agnes, 3310 Jefferson 
Hwy., Jefferson, 833-3366 or 
833-4118, call or email Sabrina 
Haynes or Kelly Wilbert 
at  parish@stagnesjefferson.
org. Organist and cantor fees 
are additional. Wedding times 

are Fridays at 7 p.m., Saturdays 
between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.; and 
7 p.m. For wedding guidelines and 
forms, see www.stagnesjefferson.
org (click “Weddings”).   
 St. Alphonsus, New Orleans: 
See St. Mary’s Assumption Church 
and St. Mary’s Chapel.
 St. Andrew the Apostle, 
3101 Eton St., New Orleans 
(Algiers), 393-2334: Contact 
wedding coordinator Mary Ann 
Dallam, 415-7402 or mdallam@
standrewparish.net. Wedding 
times on Fridays at 6 p.m. or 
Saturdays at 1 p.m. or 6 p.m. Other 
days and times are considered 
upon request. Website for wedding 
guidelines at www.standrewparish.
net under sacraments/marriage.
 St. Angela Merici, 901 
Beverly Garden Drive, 
Metairie, 835-0324: Call for 
details.
 S t .  A n n ,  3 6 0 1 
Transcontinental Blvd., 
Metairie, 455-7071: Call for 
details.
 St .  Anselm Cathol ic 
Church, 306 St. Mary St., 
Madisonville 70447: Schedule 
date with the parish office before 
any other wedding arrangements 
are made. You may also visit www.
stanselmparish.org for additional 
information or contact our 
Wedding Coordinator at (985) 
845-7342. Weddings are Fridays at 
6:30 p.m.; Saturdays before 1 p.m. 
and Saturdays at 6:30 p.m.
 St. Anthony Church, 924 
Monroe St., Gretna, 368-
1313: Check for details. Wedding 
times are Fridays at 6:30 p.m.; 
Saturdays between 11 a.m. and 
1 p.m.; or 6:30 p.m. Fee includes 

services of Debbie Swiler, wedding 
coordinator. Organist and cantor 
fees additional.
 St. Anthony of Padua, 4640 
Canal St., New Orleans, 488-
2651: Call at least six months in 
advance for date, availability and 
appointment. Wedding times 
are scheduled on Fridays at 6 or 
7 p.m.; Saturdays at 1 or 7 p.m. 
All fees include the services of a 
wedding coordinator. Contact 
church organist and cantor for 
fees. Lighted parking in the 
schoolyard. Mrs. Dede Dardis, 
wedding coordinator, 488-3578.
 St. Augustine, 1210 Gov. 
Nicholls St., New Orleans, 525-
5934: Call for details.
 St. Benedict, 20370 Smith 
Road, Covington, (985) 892-
5202, office@stbencov.org: 
Wedding times by appointment. 
Call the office for more details.
 St. Benilde, 1901 Division 
St., Metairie, 834-4980: 
Wedding times are Fridays at 6 
p.m., 6:30 p.m. or 7 p.m.; Saturdays 
at 11 a.m., 11:30 a.m., noon, 6 
p.m., 6:30 p.m., 7 p.m. or 7:30 p.m. 
Wedding guidelines and forms 
available at  www.stbenilde.org. 
Wedding coordinators, Danielle 
Delaup Hill, 666-1106, and/or 
Anita Delaup, 874-1210.
 St. Catherine of Siena, 105 
Bonnabel Blvd., Metairie, 835-
9343, info@scschurch.com: 
Weddings scheduled on Fridays 
between 6-8 p.m.; Saturdays 
between 10 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.; 
or 6-8 p.m. Wedding coordinator 
Jeanie Favret, 583-3438, favretc0@
aol.com. Wedding guidelines at 
parish website,  www.scschurch.
com. Contact parish office for 

more information.
 St. Charles Borromeo, 
13396 River Road, Destrehan, 
(985) 764-6383, sbourg@
scbhumilitas.org: Wedding 
times are Fridays at 7 p.m.; 
Saturdays at 1 p.m. or 7 p.m. Call 
parish for more information.
 St .  Christopher,  309 
Manson Ave., Metairie, 837-
8214: Weddings scheduled Fridays 
between 6-8 p.m.;  Saturdays 
between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.; and 
between 6-8 p.m. Organist and 
vocalists separately contracted by 
the couple.
 St. Clement of Rome, 4317 
Richland Ave., Metairie, 887-
7821: Wedding times are Fridays 
between 6-8 p.m.; Saturdays before 
1:30 p.m.; and Saturday evenings 
no earlier than 6:30 p.m. Wedding 
coordinator is Theresa Laughlin, 
email, tlaughlin@scrparish.org.
 St. Cletus, 3600 Claire Ave., 
Gretna, 367-7951: Call church 
office for more details.
 St. David, 5617 St. Claude 
Ave., New Orleans, 947-2853, 
E-Mail: stdavid@arch-no.org: 
Wedding times are Saturdays 
between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. and 
between 6:30 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
Weddings may be scheduled 
on Friday evenings at 7 p.m. 
St. David School gymnasium 
is available for receptions. For 
more information, call the parish 
office. Music guidelines and fees 
available upon request. Wedding 
coordinator, Terry C. Montegut, 
427-4586. Organist is Irene Young. 
 St. Dominic, 775 Harrison 
Ave., New Orleans, 482-
4156, mhug@stdparish.org: 
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IMPASTATO’S
Northern Italian Cuisine

• Seafood Appetizer
• Pasta Ascuitta
• Fettucine Alfredo
• Romaine Salad
• Choice of
 Selected Entrees
• Dessert

Rehearsal
Dinner Special

✶

240 Hwy. 22 • Mandeville • 985.845.4445

IMPASTATOCELLARS.COM
3400 16th Street • Metairie • 504.455.1545

IMPASTATOS.COM

You’ve waited a lifetime. 
Now make memories of your 

Special Event at Impastato’s Restaurant 
and Impastato Cellars. 

Treat your guests to Impastato’s Restaurant
and Impastato Cellars Fine 

Cuisine in the Elegance of our 
beautiful restaurants.

Impastato’s and Impastato Cellars are also 
available to accommodate wedding receptions!

✶ With half hour of cocktails, $55 
per person plus tax & gratuity.
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Weddings scheduled on Fridays at 
7 p.m.; Saturdays at 1:30 or 7 p.m. 
Call parish office for details.
 St. Edward the Confessor, 
4921 W. Metairie Ave., Metairie, 
888-0703, stedward@steddy.
org: Weddings scheduled Fridays 
after 7 p.m., Saturdays before 1 
p.m. and Saturday evenings after 
6 p.m. Organist and cantor fees 
additional. Contact the parish 
office for more information.
  St. Francis of Assisi, 631 
State St., New Orleans, 891-
4479: Weddings scheduled Fridays 
at 6:30 or 7 p.m.; no Friday night 
weddings during Lent. Saturdays 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., and 6:30 or  7 
p.m. Time adjustments may be 
made based upon parish events. 
Visit  www.stfrancisuptown.
com  under sacraments, then 
matrimony to find Wedding 
Handbook. 
 St. Francis Xavier, 444 
Metairie Road, Metairie: 
Check for details. Additional fees 
for organist and cantor. Wedding 
coordinator/cantor/soloist, Linda 
Jones, 421-7946, misslindacjones@
yahoo.com.
 St. Gabriel the Archangel, 
4700 Pineda St., New Orleans, 
282-0296, stgabriel@archno.
org, www.stgabe.net. Call the 
parish office for complete details at 
least six months before anticipated 
wedding date. Reserve church 
before booking a reception venue. 
Additional fees for musicians.
 St. Genevieve Catholic 
Church, 58203 Hwy. 433, 
Slidell (Mailing address: 58025 
St. Genevieve Lane, 70460), (985) 
643-3832, E-Mail: stgenevieve@
stgenevieve.us; Wedding times 
are Fridays at 6 p.m. and Saturdays 

between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. or at 
6 p.m. Please call the parish office 
for details.
 St. Gertrude the Great, 
17292 La. Hwy. 631, Des 
Allemands, (985) 758-7542: 
Call rectory to schedule or for 
information.
 St. Henry Church (Good 
Shepherd Parish) ,  803 
General Pershing St., New 
Orleans, 899-1378: Information 
(under sacraments tab) at 
GoodShepherdParishNOLA.
com or call Ivy Rohr, wedding 
coordinator. Additional fees for 
musicians.
 St. James Major, 3736 
Gentilly Blvd., New Orleans, 
304-6750: Check for details. 
Additional fees for organist and 
cantor.
 St. Jane de Chantal, 74020 
Maple St., Abita Springs: 

Wedding t imes  on Fr iday 
evenings and Saturdays between  
10 a.m. and 2 p.m., then 6-9 
p.m. Contact Wendy Talbot, 
wedding coordinator, 914-6724. 
Call office at (985) 892-1439 for 
information.
 St. Jerome, 2402 33rd St., 
Kenner, 443-3174: Call parish 
office for details. Wedding times 
vary on Saturdays before 2 p.m. or 
after 6 p.m.; other times considered 
upon request.
 St. Joachim, 5505 Barataria 
Blvd., Marrero, 341-9226. 
Please call the church office for 
details.
 St. Joan of Arc, 529 West 
Fifth St., LaPlace, (985) 652-
9100, email, secretary@
sjachurch.com: Refer to web 
site, sjachurch.com, and call office 
for more details. 
 S t .  J o h n  B o s c o , 

2 1 1 4  O a k m e r e  D r i v e , 
Harvey, 340-0444, office@
saintjohnboscochurch.org: 
Call for details.  
 St. John of the Cross, 61050 
Brier Lake Drive, Lacombe, 
(985) 882-3779: Check for details.
 St. John the Baptist, 1139 
Oretha Castle Haley Blvd., 
New Orleans: Times: Monday 
through Friday from 3-7 p.m.; 
Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. and 6 p.m. Other times by 
special arrangement. Fee includes 
wedding coordinator and security 
for evening weddings. Contact 
wedding coordinator, Paige A. 
Saleun, 525-4413, Ext. 201.
 St. Joseph Church and 
Shrine, 610 Sixth St., Gretna, 
368-1313: Check for details. 
Wedding times are Fridays at 
6:30 p.m.; Saturdays between 11 
a.m. and 1 p.m.; or 6:30 p.m. Fee 

includes services of Debbie Swiler, 
wedding coordinator. Organist and 
cantor fees additional.
 St. Joseph, 1802 Tulane 
Ave., New Orleans, 522-
3186:  Weddings scheduled 
Monday through Saturday. 
Check with wedding director for 
available times. Refer to  www.
stjosephchurch-no.org for church 
guidelines. Fee includes wedding 
sacristan and parking lot attendant 
for rehearsal and wedding.
 St. Joseph the Worker, 455 
Ames Blvd., Marrero, 347-
8438: Call for details.
 St.  Katharine Drexel 
Parish, 2015 Louisiana Ave., 
New Orleans, 891-3172, 
stkatharine@arch-no.org: 
Please call or email the church 
office for details.
 St. Louis King of France, 
1609  Carrol l ton  Ave . , 
Metairie, 834-9977: Wedding 
times are Fridays 5 p.m. and 
later; Saturdays 10 a.m. through 
1 p.m.; and 6 p.m. and later. 
For information, visit https://
slkfchurch.com/sacraments. 
Wedding coordinator is pastor, 
Father Mark Raphael, mraphael@
archdiocese-no.org, 834-9977, Ext. 
3.
 St. Luke the Evangelist, 
910 Cross Gates Blvd., Slidell, 
(985) 641-6429: No fees for 
parishioners. Non-parishioners, 
call for information. Wedding 
times are Fridays after 5:30 p.m.; 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. and after 6:30 p.m. For 
wedding information, call Deacon 
Harold Burke.
 St. Maria Goretti, 7300 
Crowder Blvd., New Orleans, 
242-7554:  Wedding times 
available on Friday evenings 6:30-
7:30 p.m., Saturday morning, 

www.jesuitchurch.net



A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance. 
– Ecclesiastes 3:4 
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afternoon or evening. Additional 
fees for organists or musicians. 
Contact the parish office for 
details.
 St. Margaret Mary, 1050-B 
Robert Blvd., Slidell, (985) 
643-6124: Available times are 
some Fridays, Saturday mornings 
and midday. Website:  www.
saintmmchurch.org. 
 St. Martha, 2555 Apollo 
Drive, Harvey, 366-1604. Call 
the parish office for details.
 St. Mary Magdalen, 6425 
West Metairie Ave., Metairie, 
733-0922: Call for details.
 St. Mary of the Angels, 3501 
N. Miro St., New Orleans, 945-
3186: Call parish office for details.

 St. Mary’s Assumption 
Church (St.  Alphonsus 
Parish), 923 Josephine St., 
New Orleans, 522-6748, www.
stalphonsusno.com. Check 
website for details.
 S t .  M a r y ’ s  C h a p e l 
(St. Alphonsus Parish), 
1516 Jackson Ave., New 
Orleans, 522-6748, www.
stalphonsusno.com. Check 
website for details.
 St. Mary’s Church, c/o 
St. Louis Cathedral, 615 
Pere Antoine Alley, New 
Orleans, 503-0351,  http://
www.st louiscathedral .
org/matrimony: Wedding 
fee includes the church, cantor, 
organist, wedding director and 
security. Weddings scheduled 
Monday through Saturday at 3 
p.m., 5 p.m. or 7 p.m.

 St. Matthew the Apostle, 
10021 Jefferson Hwy., River 
Ridge ,737 -4537 ,  www.
stmatthewtheapostle.net 
under Sacraments. 
 St. Patrick, 724 Camp St., 
New Orleans: Times: Monday 
through Friday from 3-7 p.m.; 
Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. and 7 p.m. Other times by 
special arrangement. Fee includes 
wedding coordinator and security 
for evening weddings. Contact 
wedding coordinator, Paige A. 
Saleun, 525-4413, Ext. 201.
 St. Patrick, 28698 Hwy. 23, 
Port Sulphur, 564-6792: Call 
for details.
 St. Peter, 125 E. 19th Ave., 
Covington: Wedding times 
available on Friday evenings, 
Saturdays in the afternoon or 

evening. Additional fees for 
wedding coordinator, organist 
and cantor. Call office at (985) 
892-2422 and check website 
(www.stpeterparish.com/marriage-
preparation) for guidelines and 
necessary forms.
 St. Peter, 1550 Hwy. 44, (P. 
O. Box 435), Reserve, (985) 
536-2887: Call the church office 
for details.
 St. Peter Claver, 1923 St. 
Philip St., New Orleans, 822-
8059: Call for details.
 St.  Philip Neri,  6500 
Kawanee Ave., Metairie, 887-
5535: Please call the church office 
regarding fees and further detailed 
information.
 St. Raymond and St. Leo 
the Great, 2916 Paris Ave., 
New Orleans, 945-8750, ext. 4: 

Check for details. Additional fees 
for musicians. 
 St. Rita, 7100 Jefferson 
Hwy., Harahan, 737-2915: 
Call for details. Check bridal 
guidelines at www.stritaharahan.
com/church/sacraments.
 St. Rita, 2729 Lowerline 
St. ,  New Orleans,  866-
3621, http://www.stritanola.
com/wedding-guidelines 
to fill out request form, or 
contact office@stritanola.
com: Weddings usually scheduled 
on Fridays 1 p.m. or later, and 
Saturdays 1 p.m. or earlier and 
6:30 p.m. or later. Fees include 
coordinator of rehearsal and day-
of, but do not include organists or 
musicians.
 St. Rosalie, 600 2nd Ave., 
Harvey, 340-1962: Call for 
details.
 St .  S tephen  Church 
(Good Shepherd Parish), 
1025 Napoleon Ave., New 
Orleans, 899-1378: Information 
( u n d e r  s a c r a m e n t s  t a b ) 
at  GoodShepherdParishNOLA.
com  or call Ivy Rohr, wedding 
coordinator. Additional fees for 
musicians. 
 St. Theresa of Avila, 1404 
Erato St., New Orleans, 525-
4226: Call for details.
 Transfiguration of the 
Lord Church, 5621 Elysian 
Fields Ave. (corner Prentiss 
Avenue), New Orleans, Friday 
evenings, Saturday mornings 
and early afternoons. There is an 
additional charge for music.  Call 
the parish office at 302-7931 for 
fees and appointments.
 Visitation of Our Lady, 
3500 Ames Blvd., Marrero, 
347-2203: Weddings scheduled 
Friday evenings, Saturday day 
or evening; go to  www.vol.org/
matrimony.
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• Dry-cleaning
• Heirlooming
• Gown Restoration
• Alterations

Russell’s 
Cleaners

504.482.3153 | www.russellscleaning.com | 504.832.1546

3401 Tulane Ave. • New Orleans 
3704 Robertson St. • Metairie

Best selection. Best service.

Haase’s
sends you up the 
aisle with a smile!

8119-21 Oak Street
504-866-9944

www.haases.com
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