




An uncomplicated life can enhance couple’s unity 
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Whether we are sin-
gle, married or in 
any vocation, there 

are few of us who could say 
our lives are not complicated. 
Most of the time the compli-
cation comes from ourselves. 
Often it stems from having 
more on our minds – things 
to do – and minds that tell us 
we have to do everything at 
the same time. That’s com-
plication!
 Married couples have a 
particular inclination and 
ability to complicate their 
lives. Each person in the 
marriage usually believes his 
or her way of thinking is the 
only way of thinking. Each 
has his or her own dreams, 
ideas of what needs to be ac-
complished, goals to achieve 
and the respective ways of 
getting all of it done.
 Of course, this results in 
ongoing complication. 
 Have I painted a sufficient 
picture for you? You’re prob-
ably asking: “When are you 
getting to the answer?”
 There are two answers: 
Simplify and prioritize.
 Each of our lives becomes 
cluttered with activities, re-
sponsibilities and demands. 
Daily we find ourselves driv-
en by others in our lives. 
Often we feel we have lost 
control and are simply the 
pawns of the “world.”
 Our answers lie in simpli-
fying our lives. Take time to 
analyze each and every activ-
ity within your day, all the 
while asking if the activity is 
important to your goals.
 Yes, I may have forgotten 
to mention settings goals is 
extremely important in this 
endeavor. Is every activity in 
your day pertinent to achiev-
ing your goals? If it isn’t, then 
drop the activity.
 For couples, goal-setting 
as a couple is extremely im-
portant. Writing those goals 
down is No. 1. The couple 

has to be unified in its goals. 
This includes goals in fi-
nances, possessions, how 
many children to have and 
how to raise them. Each of 
the goals will require letting 
go of individual goals. Com-
plications arise when one at-
tempts to achieve individual 
and couple goals at the same 
time.
 Once the goals are estab-
lished, it’s time to prioritize 
the goals as well as the steps 
to the goals. Again, unity is 
vital. Keep the steps simple 
as you move through the 
steps. Review the goals and 
the steps to the goals at least 
weekly. This enables the goals 
to be fresh in your mind. 
Make the determination 
weekly if the priorities are to 
remain or be changed. Don’t 
be afraid to change the pri-

orities. Remember, nothing 
is written in stone.
 There is one element im-
portant in this endeavor to 
minimize complications in 
one’s life: Place God in charge 
of it all.
 If you are a part of a couple, 
it is even more important 
that you go to God together. 
Making him No. 1 in your 
lives and learning to pray 
together create the strongest 
bond between you and will 
prepare you for the ups and 
downs of married life. Re-
maining connected to God 
will enable any person to 
travel this life with purpose 
and direction.
 Deacon Dave Farinelli is 
clinical supervisor and therapist 
for the Catholic Counseling 
Service. He can be reached at 
861-6245 or 606-4342.

Deacon Dave
FARINELLI
GUEST COLUMN

In his column on goal-setting and 
unity, Deacon Dave Farinelli, a 
licensed professional counselor and 
therapist with the Catholic Counsel-
ing Service in the Archdiocese of 
New Orleans, says couples can 
uncomplicate their lives by discern-
ing if any activities they undertake 
individually enhance the goals they 
have as a couple. If something de-
tracts from the couple’s unity, then 
it needs to be re-evaluated for the 
good of the marriage. 

Keep it simple 
when setting and 
reviewing goals 
as a couple



Couple’s prayer is an amazing antidote to divorce

Mary and Lance Marino participated in the “Together with Jesus Couple 
Prayer Series” at Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in Norco.
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See PRAYER page 6 ➤
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As couples – either mar-

ried or engaged – we 
have a lot of things 

vying for our attention, such 
as work, children, aging par-
ents, planning a wedding and 
other things too numerous to 
mention. These things can be 
stressful and tear away at our 
relationships.
 We may become like “mar-
ried singles,” each going our 
own way, without even being 
aware of the conflicts demon-
izing and drawing life from 
our being. Our physical and 
spiritual strength becomes 
zapped. We aren’t attuned to 
the separation taking place 

Deacon W. Gerard

GAUTRAU
GUEST COLUMN

before our very eyes. The 
next thing we know, we’re 
no longer a couple.

A foundation for marriage
 We all know that the di-
vorce rate is pretty high in 
the United States. However, 
there is an answer to this.
 There are two things that 
will immensely tilt the odds 

in your favor for a marriage 
that will last until death: 1. 
Going to church together; 
and 2. Praying together as a 
couple.
 Five out of six couples will 
remain married for life if they 
go to church together at least 
weekly; and, incredibly, only 
1 out of 1,105 will divorce if 
they go to church together 
and either read Scripture to-
gether or pray together as a 

couple on a regular, ongoing 
basis.
 According to the www.
CouplePrayer.com website, 
“Nothing that researchers 
have ever discovered is as 
accurate an indicator of fu-
ture marital happiness as 
whether or not the couple 
prays together, even for a few 
minutes a day.”
 To that end, www.Couple 
Prayer.com offers a six-ses-

sion program, which was just 
completed by participants 
on the East Bank of the St. 
John-St. Charles Deanery 
and hosted by Sacred Heart 
of Jesus Church in Norco.
 The stated focus of the 
Together with Jesus Couple 
Prayer Series is “simply and 
solely to help any Christ-
centered married or engaged 
couple learn how to pray 
together more openly, com-
fortably, safely, supportively 
and consistently.”
 As the facilitator of the 
program held at Sacred Heart 
and an eager participant with 
my wife Laura, I can tell you 
that the program lives up to 
its focus.
 The program began by 
teaching us that prayer was 
not about technique but 
about relationships and en-
couraging us to “just do it.” 
It followed with teaching us 
to thank God together, to 
ask for God’s help together, 
to pray with Scripture, to 
worship God together and, 
finally, to pray for the power 
to forgive together.

Incredible insights
 As a deacon couple, my 
wife and I have struggled 
trying to pray together. She 
always felt “intimidated” by 
my prayer style and also felt 
her prayers were part of an 
intimate relationship she had 
with God. I likely would have 
had problems sharing con-
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Marriage Preparation in the

Archdiocese of New Orleans at a Glance

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL THE OFFICE OF MARRIAGE AND FAMILY LIFE – (504) 861-6243 

FIRST STEPS TO THE ALTAR

MARRIAGE PREPARATION PARTICULAR LAW FOR THE ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW ORLEANS

ARE YOU MARRIED AND WOULD YOU LIKE TO BECOME A MENTOR COUPLE?

NORTHWEST SYMPTO-THERMAL

Uses a combination of basal body temperature 
and observations of physical changes to chart 
progress through the woman’s fertility cycle. 
This information can be used effectively to either 
achieve or postpone a pregnancy. Classes are 
conducted in a group setting and consist of four, 
three-hour evenings spread over the course of 
two months. Available on both the southshore 
and the northshore. Registration is through the 
Office of Marriage and Family Life, (504) 861-6423.

Congratulations! The Catholic Church joyfully anticipates the opportunity to celebrate this life-changing sacrament with you. 
St. Paul tells us the Sacrament of Matrimony is the image of Christ’s love for his Church.

The Archdiocese of New Orleans recognizes the vital role the parish community plays in the life of each couple both before and after their wedding. It is God who joins man and woman in marriage and sustains them in 
love, and it is in the parish community that we encounter him most fully. Your first step is to contact your parish priest or deacon at least 6 to 8 months before the wedding to work out a plan to prepare for your marriage 
in the Church. Your parish priest or deacon will know which resources are available to you and will recommend the best possible marriage preparation, given your particular circumstances. If you are working with a priest 
or deacon from outside the archdiocese, he can email or call the Office of Marriage and Family Life at (504) 861-6243 for information and guidance.

For a copy of the Marriage Preparation Particular Law for the Archdiocese of New Orleans, go to www.nolacatholic.org and type “marriage preparation” in search box.

Contact your parish, and then either call the archdiocesan Office of Marriage and Family Life at (504) 861-6243 to discuss options or register online for training in the In Home Marriage Prep program by going to https://
nolacatholicfla.regfox.com/in-home-marriage-prep

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING

Uses observation of physical symptoms to both chart 
progress through the woman’s fertility cycle and pro-
vide a wealth of information regarding the woman’s 
health to a certified practitioner. This information 
can also be used by medical personnel trained in 
NaPro Technology, a cutting-edge healthcare system 
that works to maintain or restore a woman’s natural 
reproductive system. One-on-one classes with a 
practitioner; introductory presentation followed 
by monthly meetings until autonomy is achieved. 
Register: Hope Fertility Care Center: https://www.
hopewomansclinic.com/fertility/creighton-model/

A method that is both simple and affordable, yet 
still very effective. It uses observation of physical 
symptoms to chart progress through the woman’s 
fertility cycle. This method is said to be ideal for a 
woman discontinuing the use of artificial contracep-
tion. It is now available through the Hope Fertility 
Care Center, and one-on-one classes consist of an 
introduction and monthly follow-up meetings until 
autonomy is achieved. To schedule an appointment 
or to learn more, email mbruce@womansnewlife.com.

There are two instructor couples in the area for this 
Sympto-Thermal method, and they are both on the 
southshore. Classes are three, pre-scheduled eve-
ning sessions done specifically couple-to-couple 
(imagine that!). Live and self-paced online courses 
are also available.  Registration is online by going 
to https://ccli.org/learn-nfp-from-ccl/main-course-
descriptions/class-comparison-chart/

CREIGHTON FERTILITY CARE SYSTEM FAMILY OF THE AMERICAS COUPLE TO COUPLE LEAGUECOUPLE TO COUPLE LEAGUE



Marriage helps us ‘mature’
On the Web:

www.catholicmatch.com

Laurie and Ronald Lam-
bert signed up for the 
couple’s prayer semi-
nar at Sacred Heart of 
Jesus Church in Norco. 
Deacon W. Gerard 
Gautrau says statistics 
show that couples who 
pray together develop 
a unity that is unshak-
able. The program is 
available through www.
CouplePrayer.com. 

➤ From PAGE 4

PRAYER
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cerns I brought to God since 
I tended to be the protective 
provider and would not want 
Laura to worry about my 
worries.
 We didn’t know what we 
were missing. This month, 
we’ll be married 42 years and, 
after six weeks of praying 
together, we have never been 
closer than we are now.
 Here are some comments 
from participants in the pro-
gram:

➤ “The couple prayer series 
has been a meaningful experi-
ence for me and my husband. 
After 27 years of marriage, it is 
like a newly found gift of love 
from the Lord that we will 
share for years to come and 
pass down to our children.”
 ➤ “It has made us more 
sensitive to each other.”
 ➤ “It has helped me to 
relate better to my spouse 
in prayer; to forgive and not 
hold on to resentments; with 
the power of God to bless, to 
forgive and to heal.”

 ➤ “We have been mar-
ried for 50 years. I thought I 
knew everything about our 
marriage. I was so wrong. We 
have become so much closer 
because of our couple prayer.”
 ➤ “The power of prayer has 
brought us closer together. 
God has entered into our lives 
more than we could have 
imagined.”
 As you can see, the power of 
praying together as a couple 
has many benefits. It is a 
gift from God, meant to be 
shared. Some couples have 
actually purchased the DVD 
program to give to their chil-
dren or other relatives.
 Please give God a chance to 
bless you as a couple. Encour-
age your pastor to consider 
offering the series in your 
parish or purchase the “home 
edition” and give it to your-
selves as an early Christmas 
present. You’ll be glad you 
did.
 Deacon W. Gerard Gautrau 
was ordained as a permanent 
deacon in 2012 and serves at 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in 
Norco.
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 In honor of National Mar-
riage Week, the Catholic-
Match Institute highlights the 
exciting things that marriage 
and family life offices are do-
ing all around the country in 
order to promote happier and 
holier Catholic marriages.
 The CatholicMatch Insti-
tute spoke with Lorrie Gram-
er, a former diocesan family 
life director who has helped 
to prepare more than 25,000 
couples for marriage. In this 
interview, Lorrie shares her 
expertise in preparing for 
marriage, strengthening mar-
riages and ways parishes can 
get involved in National Mar-
riage Week.
 ➤ What should Catho-
lics who are dating do to 
prepare for marriage?
 I never tire of saying 
to couples: “Marriage is 
designed to mature us … 
to help us grow up, and if 
you are not ready for that 
challenge, then don’t say ‘I 
do.’”
 Preparing for marriage is 
a time of personal growth, 
growth as a couple and 
growth in one’s faith – and 
none of these should stop 
on our wedding day. If 
you are dating and want 
help in discerning if this is 
the right one, then ask to 
participate in the official 
programs the church offers 
for marriage preparation – 
and take them seriously. 
They are designed to help 

you in that growth I’m talk-
ing about.
 In a post that I wrote for 
the CatholicMatchInstitute 
– “Dating: The Lottery or Op-
portunity?” – I talked about 
this subject in more depth: 
 “What am I doing that 
influences my dating experi-
ences or my marriage rela-
tionship? Is there anything 
that is keeping me from find-
ing and knowing love, being 
married well – or for that 
matter – discerning religious 
life or priesthood? This is the 
kind of thinking that makes 
dating a real preparation for 
your vocation, the way to 
have the marriage of your 
dreams, and the kind of dis-
cernment that has us asking 
‘What do I have to offer?’ not 
‘What do I get?’”
 ➤ What should married 
couples do to help strength-
en their marriages?
 Here’s a great exercise. Next 
time your spouse is talking to 
you about something impor-
tant to them, literally set a 
two-minute timer, and then 
just listen. Don’t say any-
thing. You can nod, smile, 
show concern or any other 
non-verbal way of showing 
them you are paying atten-
tion.
 What you don’t do is for-
mulate any kind of answer,  

as, chances are, they are 
not asking you a ques-
tion. They don’t want your 
opinion unless they specifi-
cally ask for it. And, please 
don’t tell them it’s not 
that bad … even if that is 
what is going through your 
head. Reminding yourself 
of a time when something 
similar happened to you is 
not listening, either. That 
changes the subject. In fact, 
all of the above changes the 
subject away from what the 
other is saying to what you, 
as the listener, are thinking 
or feeling.
 And, if you want to re-
ally be a hero, show un-
derstanding. After the two 
minutes, let them know 
what you heard them say. 
“You seem troubled” or 
“That must have been ex-
citing” are good starts. And 
then listen some more.
 Eventually, you will want 
to share with them what 
you are hearing or at least 
what you think you are 
hearing. Be sure to let them 
correct your guesses. This 
helps them clarify what 
they are saying, thinking 
or feeling. Realize you are 
not trying to tell them 
what they are saying; you 
are trying to let them know 
what you are hearing.
 This act of listening and 
showing understanding is 
an act of love.



Marrying a Lutheran; wedding expenses can add up
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QMy daughter is soon 
to be engaged to a 
young man who at-

tends a Lutheran church. She 
has received all of her Catho-
lic sacraments and attends 
Mass regularly. Now she is in 
turmoil about where to get 
married. 
 Her future in-laws are ex-
pecting them to marry in his 
hometown Lutheran church, 
where his family are adamant 
members – and that is the 
town where the couple expect 
to settle and raise their family. 
 I am wondering what the 
Catholic Church’s guidelines 
are and how she can be mar-
ried with the blessing of the 
Catholic Church. Whenever 
we try to discuss the matter, 
my daughter ends up in tears. 
She doesn’t want to convert to 
Lutheranism, and she doesn’t 
want to disappoint her own 
family or his. Can you offer 
any insight that might help? 
(central Minnesota)

Father
DOYLE
QUESTION CORNER

A Please relax, and have 
your daughter do the 
same. The solution is 

right at hand. Your daughter 
can be married in her hus-
band’s Lutheran parish church 
and still have the marriage 
recognized and blessed by the 
Catholic Church. 
 She and her fiancé would 
need simply to meet with a 
local Catholic priest some-
time ahead of the wedding to 
do the necessary paperwork 
in applying for the Catholic 
diocese’s permission.
 The priest will explain that 
your daughter will need to 
promise to continue to be 
faithful to her own Catholic 
faith and practice and that she 
will do all she reasonably can, 

within the context of the mar-
riage, to see that any children 
are baptized and brought up 
as Catholic. 
 Her husband will not need 
to promise anything, but sim-
ply be aware that this is the 
commitment your daughter 
is making. If they would like, 
they can even ask a Catholic 
priest or deacon to participate 
in the marriage ceremony –
perhaps sharing some of the 
prayers or readings with the 
Protestant clergyperson. 
 In circumstances like these, 
a wedding ceremony that is 
mutually agreed upon and 
mutually planned can do a 
lot to bring two families into 
a deeper harmony at an im-
portant time.

Q A few months ago, 
I went to my grand-
nephew’s wedding. He 

married outside the church 
because his Catholic parish 
wanted $1,000 for them to 
get married there. I was sad for 
this couple and embarrassed, 
too. No wonder that many 

couples chose a non-church 
wedding. This couple does 
intend to have a priest bless 
their marriage later, and I pray 
that they do. (Michigan)

A I am truly sorry for 
your grandnephew’s 
experience, and I regret 

especially that it resulted in 
his being married outside the 
church. I, too, will pray that 
they have the marriage blessed 
(“convalidated”) by a priest. 
 Some parishes do suggest a 
certain fee for the use of the 
church for a wedding – espe-
cially for an historic church 
or chapel. (These are often 
located in inner city areas 
and depend heavily on such 
revenues for maintaining the 
facility.) 
 Frequently, though, a parish 
recommends no set amount or 
range, and it is left to the bride 
and groom to decide whether 
to make a donation, which 
most couples traditionally do. 
I prefer that option, because 
then the offering is more likely 
to match the couple’s financial 

circumstances.
 Such donations are usually 
modest, especially in com-
parison to the couple’s other 
spending – particularly on the 
wedding reception. There are 
some churches that tell regular 
parishioners, when asked, that 
there is no fee at all since the 
couple is already contributing 
to the support of the parish at 
weekend Masses.
 And finally, as the U.S. 
bishops’ conference’s web-
site For Your Marriage notes, 
“In no case ... should finan-
cial circumstances prevent a 
couple from approaching the 
church for marriage.” That is 
consistent with the church’s 
Code of Canon Law, which 
directs priests to take special 
care “that the needy are not 
deprived of the assistance of 
the sacraments because of 
poverty” (Canon 848).

Questions may be sent to 
Father Kenneth Doyle at ask-
fatherdoyle@gmail.com and 30 
Columbia Circle Drive, Albany, 
New York 12203.



Dialogue, not fleeing or berating, is key to unity

Conflict will occur in all relationships. How couples successfully handle conflict 
will, in large part, determine the strength of their marriage.

See CONFLICT page 9 ➤
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 During my year studying 
interpersonal communications, 
I was introduced to the work 
of one of the top researchers 
in marriage and relationship 
health, Dr. John M. Gottman.
 Throughout my post-college 
years, I have kept up with his 
research. He is most famous 
for developing a formula that 
accurately predicts divorce af-
ter observing a couple interact 
with one another for only five 
minutes!
 Here, I will describe Dr. Gott-
man’s findings through his 
research on successful, hap-
py couples, as written in his 
book, “The Science of Trust.”

On the Web:
www.foryourmarriage.org

➤ 1. Matches in conflict style.
 Most people fall into one of 
three conflict styles: valida-
tors, avoiders and volatiles. If 
the ratio of positivity to nega-
tivity in conflicts was 5:1, the 
relationships were function-
al. However, mismatches in 
conflict style will increase risk 
of divorce. The mismatches 
usually mean one person 
wants the other to change, 
but that person is avoid-
ing change. The researchers 
did not find any volatiles 
and avoiders matched. They 
speculate it’s because they 
don’t get past the courtship 
phase!

➤ 2. Dialogue with perpetual  
 issues.
 Gottman discovered that 
only 31 percent of couples’ 
disagreements were resolv-
able! This means the majority 
of conflicts were about per-
petual problems, which was 
attributed to personality dif-
ferences (even among similar 
temperaments). While active 
listening seems like a good 
idea in theory, it almost never 
is practiced or works in real 
life settings because if there 
is any negativity at all, the 
listener finds that hard to 
ignore and will usually react 
to it.
 One of the biggest indi-
cators for a successful rela-
tionship is having a “soft” 
start-up. This usually puts 
the pressure on women, since 
we are the ones who bring 
up issues in the relationship 
80 percent of the time. The 
positive responses in these 
conflicts were from couples 
in relationships who used 
the gentler start-up. So re-
member to keep your sense 
of humor and be sensitive 
to your beloved! Dialogue is 
necessary to avoid “gridlock” 
in conflicts, and remember, 
God created us uniquely, so 
rejoice in that.

➤ 3. Present issues as   
 situational, joint problems.
 Instead of blaming your 

spouse for your feelings of ir-
ritability and disappointment 
in the relationship, express 
how you feel, but then iden-
tify your needs. Be gentle in 
this conversation. Focus on 
what he or she is doing right 
and acknowledge that first. 
Remember, you’re not perfect 
either, so don’t expect grati-
tude for your complaints.

➤ 4. Successful repair   
 attempts.
 No one is perfect. After 
years of spending time with 
someone, you’re going to get 
on their nerves from time to 

time, and vice versa. This is 
actually a good thing! It helps 
us identify our areas of weak-
ness beyond the shadow of a 
doubt, and remain humble 
through seeking correction.
 Your goal in a relationship 
is not to avoid these conflict 
situations or punish your-
self when they happen, but 
rather to process the damage 
done and make repairs. This 
point of repair is so crucial. 
Saying sorry alone is never 
enough. Work with your 
spouse in identifying those 
areas where you strayed, 
apologize for those specifics, 
and ask what you can do to 
make it up to them.
 I teach my daughters that 
for every offense they com-
mit to one another, they 
must actively seek three to 
five good things to do in 
reparation for them. Repairs 
also help maintain the posi-
tive balance in the relation-
ship.

➤ 5. Remaining    
 physiologically calm 
 during conflict.
 Once adrenaline is flood-
ing our bodies, we are ren-
dered incapable of empa-
thetic conversation. Learn 
techniques and skills to self-



➤ From PAGE 8
CONFLICT
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soothe. When you sense your 
temper rising, either take a 
break, or interject with some 
humor. Reach out to hold 
each other’s hands. Stop 
the negativity in its tracks. 
These skills will not only 
help you in your marriage, 
but they will help you as a 
parent when you teach your 
children positive methods of 
self-soothing.

➤ 6. Accept influence from  
 your spouse.
 Resist the pattern of turn-
ing down every request your 
husband or wife makes. 
Accepting influence means 
looking at your beloved’s 
point of view and allowing 
their way, as long as it’s 
not immoral. This means 
stretching your comfort 
zone. So if your significant 
other asks for you to wake up 
early on a Saturday morning 
to pray in front of abortion 
clinic, for example, try it, 
instead of making excuses or 
backing down.

➤ 7. Building friendship,  
 intimacy and positivity  
 affects systems.
 This is where couples who 
practice Natural Family Plan-
ning have an advantage. 
There is already that regu-
lar built-in daily evalua-
tion of how you’re going to 
spend your time together, 
and how you will show 
your love for one anoth-
er. The issue isn’t whether 
you do love each other, but 
rather which  way  are you 
going to express it today? 
This just means keeping up 
the courtship all throughout 
marriage. Learn to love each 
other well. Keep a greater ra-
tio of positivity to negativity. 
Start those habits now, and 
you’ll have a seamless transi-
tion into marriage.
 My husband, Alex and I 
can attribute much of our 
success in marriage to prayer, 
regularly receiving the sacra-
ments and following these 
points in our relationship. 
After reading these points, 
maybe you’ll find an area 
that needs improvement in 
your own relationship. If 

you recognize these habits 
in your own relationship, 
congrats! Keep up the good 
work; you’re on the road to 
happily ever after.
 Article originally published 
by  the Catholic Match Insti-
tute, which provides resources 
to help single Catholics de-
velop a strong foundation for 
marriage through advocacy, 
programs, and scholarships. 
Used with permission.

 In his Angelus address on Dec. 31, 2017,  
Pope Francis spoke on the Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph in honor of their 
feast day, celebrated on the Sunday after 
Christmas.
 Because of their trust in God, Mary 
and Joseph brought the baby Jesus to the 
temple to dedicate him to God. This is a 
call to all parents to recognize that their 
children come as a gift from God; parents, 

Pope Francis: Look to the Holy Family for inspiration
then, are “custodians of their children’s life, 
not proprietors.” 
 The family’s mission, said the pope, is “to 
create the favorable conditions for the har-
monious and full growth of their children 
so that they can live a good life, worthy of 
God and constructive for the world.” He 
concluded by expressing his hope that all 
families will live out this mission and in-
voke the help of Mary, Queen of the Family.



Whom not to marry: Time-tested advice to ponder

“Pleasing words are a honeycomb, sweet to the taste and invigorating to the 
bones.” – Proverbs 16:24

By David Gibson
foryourmarriage.org
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“Never marry a man who 
tries to control you,” Father 
Pat Connor advises women 
in “Whom Not to Marry.” It 
is his considered judgment 
that a man’s “suitability as a 
marriage partner is nil if he 
tries to control everything 
his fiancée does and everyone 
she sees.”
 Furthermore, “don’t marry 
a selfish person,” and “make 
sure your partner is willing to 
make the sacrifices he is ask-
ing of you,” Father Connor 
writes. He believes a red flag 

is raised when an engaged 
woman feels called upon 
repeatedly “to make excuses 
for someone or rationalize his 
behavior.”
 Father Connor, a New 
Jersey Catholic priest born 
in Australia, has counseled 
married couples and helped 
prepare engaged couples for 
marriage over the course 
of more than 40 years. He 
directs his book primarily to 
women but invites men to 
pick up any gleanings from it 
“that may be helpful to them 
as they mull over whether to 
choose a particular woman to 
be their wife.”

 Is this a book parents will 
purchase for their young 
adult children? Possibly so, 
since a common parental 
hope is that a daughter will 
learn to distinguish Mr. Right 
from Mr. Wrong.

Parents will applaud
 I suspect more than a few 
parents will applaud when 
Father Connor states em-
phatically:
 “Never marry a man who 
is cruel to you – physically 
or emotionally. (On this one 
there is no exception.)”
 There are many things a 
woman can do to assure that 
the man she marries is the 
right one, according to Father 
Connor. But “it all starts with 
being honest with yourself,” 
he says.
 A woman’s perspective 
makes a big difference when 
it comes to considering 
whether to marry the man 

she is dating, the author in-
sists. He explains:
 “Chances are, when you 
look at your boyfriend, you 
probably think about how 
he measures up as a boy-
friend. But have you given 
any thought as to how he’ll 
measure up as a husband?”
 An engagement a year in 
length is strongly recom-
mended by Father Connor. 
He urges readers to be careful 
about the things they shrug 
off during this time before 
they marry, since “it might 
not be so easy to shrug them 
off in your marriage.” He also 
counsels engaged couples 
“to distinguish between pre-
wedding jitters and a real 
solid fear about your partner.”
 “Whom Not to Marry” 
contains many cautionary 
considerations when it comes 
to marriage, but I did not find 
it a negative book. Father 

Connor points not only to 
characteristics that may harm 
marriage, but to qualities that 
enrich it – such as respect, 
patience, commitment, com-
promise and kindness.
 Kindness “recognizes an-
other person’s humanity,” 
Father Connor observes.
 A kind person listens “to 
another with an open heart 
and mind,” he says. Kindness 
“understands what another 
person needs and is able to 
respond with generosity, 
compassion and tenderness.”
 The author describes mar-
riage as “an open-ended com-
mitment to an unpredictable 
person.” In this adventure, 
“compassion and patience are 
related” – they are “twin keys 
to unlocking the complexities 
of commitment,” he states.
 Clearly, though, Father 
Connor hopes couples will 
enter marriage with their 
eyes wide open. So he urges 
a woman and man to ask 
each other, “Why are we get-
ting married?” But he says, 
“You’d be surprised at how 
many people don’t ask this 
all-important question.”
 David Gibson is the former, 
now-retired editor of Origins, 
CNS Documentary Service. 
Disclaimer: Book reviews do not 
imply and are not to be used as 
official endorsement by the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops   
of the work or those associated 
with the work. They are solely 
intended as a resource regard-
ing publications that might 
be of interest to www.ForYour       
Marriage.org visitors.



Pope Francis offers practical advice for marriage

Pope Francis has offered sage advice to newly married couples: Always say “please,” “thank you” and “I am sorry.”
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 During a recent general au-
dience in Rome, one couple 
sent a question to Pope Fran-
cis, which he addressed:
 “Many feel that the chal-
lenge of living together for-
ever is beautiful, enchanting, 
but very demanding, almost 
impossible. We ask your word 
to enlighten us on this.”
 The Holy Father advised 
the couples that the secret for 
a successful marriage can be 
boiled down to three simple 
concepts: permission, thanks 
and forgiveness.

➤ 1. Ask permission
 PLEASE. “Please – May I? 
We must learn to ask: May I 
do this? Would you like that 
we do this? We take this ini-
tiative, and that we bring up 
our children like this. Would 
you like to go out tonight? … 
In short, to ask for agreement 
is to enter the lives of others 
with courtesy. But keep this 
in mind: to be able to enter 

into the lives of others with 
courtesy. It is not easy, it is 
not easy. Sometimes instead, 
the manners can be a bit 
heavy, like hiking boots!”
 Quoting St. Francis, the 
pope said, “‘Know that cour-
tesy is one of the properties 
of God … and courtesy is the 
sister of charity, which ex-
tinguishes hate and protects 
love.’ Yes, courtesy protects 
love. And today in our fami-
lies, in our world, which is 
often violent and arrogant, 
we need much more courtesy. 
And this can begin at home.”

➤ 2. Give thanks
 THANK YOU. “It seems 
easy to say the word, but we 
know that is not always so … 
But it’s important! We teach 
it to the children, but then 
we forget it ourselves! Grati-
tude is an important quality. 
An old woman once said to 
me in Buenos Aires: ‘Grati-



What I didn’t expect to learn in first five years of marriage

See LEARNING page 13 ➤

By Emily Lofy
www.foryourmarriage.org
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tude is a flower that grows in 
the noble land.’ Nobility of 
the soul is necessary to grow 
this flower.”
 “Remember the Gospel of 
Luke?” he continued. “Jesus 
heals 10 who are sick with 
leprosy, and then only one 
returns to say thanks to Je-
sus. The Lord says, and the 
other nine, where are they? 
This is also true for us: Do 
we know how to say thanks? 
In your relationship, and 
then tomorrow in married 
life, it is important to keep 
alive the awareness that the 
other person is a gift of God, 
and for the gifts of God to 
say thank you! And in this 
inner attitude say thanks to 
each other for everything. It 
is not a kind word to use just 
with strangers, to show you 
are educated. It is necessary 
to know how to say thank 

you, in order to get along well 
together in married life.”

➤ 3. Ask forgiveness
 I AM SORRY, or excuse me. 
“In life we make so many er-
rors, many mistakes. … We 
learn to recognize our mis-
takes and apologize. ‘Sorry 
if I raised my voice today,’ 
‘I’m sorry if I went without 
saying goodbye,’ ‘I’m sorry 
if I’m late,’ ‘If I have been so 
unresponsive this week,’ ‘If 
I talked too much without 
ever listening,’ ‘Excuse me, 
I forgot,’ ‘I was angry, and 
I’m sorry I’ve taken it out on 
you’… This is how a Chris-
tian family grows.”
 “Jesus, who knows us well, 
teaches us a secret: never end 
a day without asking for for-
giveness, without peace com-
ing back to our house, to our 
family,” the pope advised. 
“It is normal that there be 
a quarrel between husband 
and wife, but there’s always 
something to do about it. We 

had a fight … Maybe you’re 
angry, maybe a plate flew, 
but please remember this: 
never finish the day without 
making peace! Never, never, 
never! This is a secret, a secret 
to protect love and to make 
peace.”
 Pope Francis reminded 
couples that marriage must 
be refined and worked over 
daily, like “craftwork, a gold-
smith’s work. … Always act 
so that the other person will 
grow. Work for this.” The 
pope concluded this advice 
by painting a beautiful pic-
ture for each of the couples 
gathered with him, a vision 
of strong marriage:
 “And so, maybe, I think 
that one day you will go 
through the streets of your 
country and people will say: 
‘Just look at that woman, so 
beautiful, so strong! …It’s the 
husband she has, you know.’ 
And to you, too: ‘Look at 
him, what he is like! … It’s 
the wife he has, you know.’”

 It  seemed like in the 
months before our wedding, 
my husband Aaron and I 
were bombarded with advice 
about “what to expect” in the 
first years of marriage. On 
our wedding day, I couldn’t 
help but think about all those 
stories and advice … and 
wonder if we already had it 
all figured out.
 Now, in the midst of our 
fifth year of marriage, I con-
tend that while much of what 
we were told was true, the 
lessons I most value are the 
ones that I never expected to 

learn.
 Here are my top – unex-
pected – lessons from our first 
years of marriage:

➤ 1. Building autonomy as a  
 couple is key.

Two months after our wed-
ding day, Aaron and I made a 
pilgrimage to Rome to receive 
the sposi novelli blessing. 
This was not our honey-
moon, which we went on 
right after our wedding. No, 
this trip had a separate mis-
sion – to give our marriage 
the strongest foundation of 
grace the church has to of-
fer. Did people criticize us for 
taking two separate “vaca-

tions” at the beginning of our 
marriage? Absolutely. But we 
were convicted, and by God’s 
grace, the right doors opened 
for us to do it.
 This is a perfect example of 
the first lesson I didn’t expect 
to learn: doing your own 
thing as a couple is vital.
 We discovered this more 
throughout the years that fol-
lowed, when we found our-
selves starting our lives some 

600 miles from both of our 
families. While this was not 
our initial desire – especially 
once our first-born arrived – it 
was crucial in allowing us to 
form our own family identity.
 That means that every de-
cision, every hardship, every 
joy that comes, we face it 
together.
 Don’t get me wrong, we 
appreciate our families’ pres-
ence in our lives. But once 

you enter the sacrament of 
Holy Matrimony, your spouse 
becomes your sole priority, 
next to God. That means that 
every decision, every hard-
ship, every joy that comes 
our way, we face it together. 
We are each other’s first, best 
and forever community.

➤ 2. Suffering is a blessing.
 Two months before our 
first anniversary, our son was 
born. In the midst of the joy 
of new life came the great 
cross of suffering. From a 
risky pregnancy to a harrow-
ing postpartum experience, 
with a colicky baby to boot,  
we were swimming in a sea 
of struggle. In fact, since my 
pregnancy started just a cou-
ple months after our wedding 
day, our first nearly two years 
of marriage were colored by 
the lens of hardship.
 One would think, espe-
cially in our culture today, 
that this suffering would’ve 
put a strain on our relation-
ship. We’ve been taught that 
suffering is something to be 
avoided at all costs, or if un-
successful at fleeing, to bear 

“Two are better than one ... If the one falls, the other will help the fallen one.”  
– Ecclesiastes 4:9-10. 
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it ungraciously. But Aaron 
and I have learned that when 
embraced, suffering is trans-
mitted into grace. Grace for 
our children, grace for our 
own lives, and grace for the 
love between us.
 As I once heard Father Mike 
Schmitz put it, what matters 
most in a marriage is if you 
suffer well together.

➤ 3. You can’t ever spend  
 “enough” time working  
 on your marriage.
 I was under the delusion 
during our engagement that 
once we were married, Aaron 
and I would enjoy endless 
amounts of quality time to-
gether. Maybe if we weren’t 
blessed with the gift of par-
enthood so early on, that 
might’ve been so. But our fast 
track to changing diapers and 
not sleeping at night left us 
longing for the days when we 
could escape to a mountain-
top together.

 We soon realized that if we 
wanted to feed the fire of our 
love, we needed to fight for 
the time to do so. Aaron likes 
to put it this way: never stop 
dating your spouse!
 If we wanted to feed the 
fire of our love, we needed to 
fight for the time to do so.
 I believe this is vital for a 
marriage in all stages: pre-
kids, post-kids, no kids and 
the in-between. A consis-
tent, scheduled date night 
– whether at home or out 
on the town – will help your 
marriage thrive. Once we 

gave ourselves the freedom 
to guiltlessly put our mar-
riage ahead of our kids and 
life’s other demands, it was a 
game-changer. 

➤ 4. “NFP” is really mostly  
 “PFP”– providential   
 family planning.
 When we learned about 
Natural Family Planning 
during our engagement, we 
thought it was the answer to 
everything – a way to remain 
within the moral teachings 
of the church while also 
maintaining responsibility 

for our family’s growth. But, 
when our second child was 
surprisingly conceived, it 
caused us to rethink our sense 
of “control.”
 Though 99.5 percent effec-
tive in avoiding a pregnancy 
(when used correctly), our 
sweet baby girl fell into that 
small percentage of NFP uses 
that make room for divine in-
tervention. What we thought 
we “weren’t ready for” in our 
marriage – a second child – is 
now one of our greatest joys. 
Still, that surprise concep-
tion had me wondering if we 

might soon have a bunch of 
kids. But a couple years later, 
my expectations were altered 
yet again, when pregnancy 
No. 3 devastatingly ended in 
a miscarriage.
 So, what have I learned? 
No one can ever fully “plan” 
out their family. While NFP 
is a wonderful tool for your 
marriage when you need it, 
the best part about it is that 
it makes room for God to be 
God. In the end, his plans are 
what get us to heaven.
 As I think about all these 
lessons I didn’t expect to 
learn so early on, I’m grateful 
for the element of surprise 
they added. Any expectations 
one might have going into 
marriage will likely change or 
be exceeded, like mine were. 
And, that’s the beauty of the 
sacrament – it can never be 
predicted. Marriage is a liv-
ing union – always changing, 
always growing, and always 
giving us the makings for 
sainthood.
 The article is reprinted with 
permission of www.foryour 
marriage.org.
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Meg Jay, author of 
“The Defining De-
cade,” claims that 

“our 20s are the defining 
decade of adulthood. Eighty 
percent of life’s most defin-
ing moments take place by 
about age 35. ... Personality 
can change more during our 
20s than at any other decade 
in life. ... When it comes to 
adult development, 30 is not 
the new 20.”
 Pope Francis has called a 
synod on “Young people, 
faith and vocational discern-
ment” to discuss how the 
church can help young peo-
ple live their faith “through a 
series of choices that find ex-
pression in the states of life.” 
In short, the synod wants to 
help young people live out 
their vocation to holiness 
as lifelong adult Catholics 
by learning how to discern 
God’s will in daily life.
 In the U.S., it is taking 
young people longer to get 
to that “adult” stage of life. 
Growing up with “helicopter 
parents,” the 2008 financial 
crisis and skyrocketing col-
lege debt means that for 
many young people, delaying 
adulthood is less a choice and 
more the hand they were 
dealt.
 This requires a new pasto-
ral approach to support this 
population.
 Yet the Catholic Church 
in the U.S. has been slow 
to respond to the reality of 
emerging adulthood. The 

last parish touch point for 
most Catholics is confirma-
tion around age 13, and for 
a small percentage, youth 
ministry programs through 
age 18. The next sacramental 
touch point is marriage, with 
little to no pastoral outreach 
for the defining decade in 
between. 
 Young adults in this crucial 
period of life are searching 
for belonging, identity and 
mission. Without mentors 
to teach them or a peer com-
munity to belong to, young 
adults often view the church 
as irrelevant and look outside 
of it for meaning. 

Time to speak up
 When parents see that 
ministry does not exist for 
their kids, they advocate, but 
when young adults don’t find 
a relatable community, they 
walk away quietly. The rapid 
disaffiliation of young adult 
Catholics is a resounding 
clamor that something has 
to change. 
 One danger is that we de-
fault to what is most familiar 
or who is advocating the 
loudest. Too often writers and 
church leaders have made 
the mistake of calling the 

upcoming synod a “synod 
on youth,” when in reality, 
in our American vernacular, 
it is more accurately a “synod 
on young adults.” 
 This is not to say that 
ministry with youth is not 
important; it is essential. The 
danger is when the priorities 
of parish life build a child-
centric culture instead of a 
culture of adult formation, 
mentorship and family life. 
The result is that when youth 
become young adults there is 
often no peer community to 
help them grow and no older 
adult mentors to walk with 

them. 
 The reality of delayed 
adulthood requires that par-
ishes realign priorities to 
invest in a lifelong ministry 
bridge from high school and 
college across the defining 
decade of young adulthood. 
It is no longer sufficient to 
walk young people to the 
threshold of adult faith, but 
to accompany them through 
it. 
 Young adults today are 
navigating a defining decade 
of life with great hopes, big 
questions and constant tran-
sitions. 

 What can parishes do? 
 First, listen to the needs 
and interests of young adults 
through one-on-one conver-
sations or listening sessions. 
 Second, invite young adults 
to represent key leadership 
areas of parish life. 
 Third, build friendship into 
all touch points of parish life 
that continue beyond the 
celebration of the sacrament. 
 Fourth, mentor a young 
person or young couple. Ev-
eryone, no matter their age, 
can reach out and invest in 
mentoring someone else.
 Last, offer small groups as 
young adult or intergenera-
tional formation. 
 The church has some of its 
own defining decades ahead 
of it. We would do well to 
turn our attention to young 
adults in their own defining 
moments. 
 Join the conversation. Submit 
a proposal for a guest column 
to inlightoffaith@catholicnews.
com.
 Jonathan Lewis is execu-
tive director of evangeliza-
tion, young adult ministry and 
chaplaincies for the Archdiocese 
of Washington. He is a guest 
columnist for the Catholic News 
Service column “In Light of 
Faith.”

“Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you know how you should respond to each one.” 
– Colossians 4:6
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 Last but not least of the 
four virtues is prudence, also 
known as practical wisdom.
 Aristotle defines it as “a 
reasoned and true state of 
capacity to act with regard 
to human goods.” In other 
words, prudence means rea-
son applied to individual ac-
tions: the habit of discerning 
and acting out the best course 
available.
 Like fortitude, prudence is 
both a virtue in itself and all 
the other virtues correctly 
applied. It could even be 
said that it is the virtue that 
temporizes the other virtues 
by subjecting them to the 
limitations and  changing 
circumstances of human life.
 It’s the talent of correctly 
applying the virtues to con-
crete situations. If  justice is 
strategy, prudence is tactics.

Prudence is specific
 Prudence only deals with 
the specific and the possible, 
not the ideal or hypothetical.
This means that prudence 
only deals with the specific 
and the possible. It’s not 
a question of what would 
be  ideal but what can be 
done here and now, and what 
is likely to produce the  de-
sired outcome. For, of course, 
how you go about something 
usually determines how suc-
cessful you are.

 Thus, if your sense of jus-
tice says, “The most just 
thing would be if no one 
tried to swindle the elderly,” 
your sense of prudence would 
respond, “Perhaps, but that is 
probably not going to hap-
pen and you certainly can’t 
bring it about in any case. 
The most just thing you can 
do, therefore, is help your 
great-aunt manage her fi-
nances to ensure that she, at 
least, isn’t swindled.”

 Once again we see how 
all the virtues relate to one 
another:  justice  says what 
we ought to do; prudence 
tells us how we ought to do 
it; and temperance and forti-
tude guard us against undue 
influences from both our 
own desires and the outside 
world, respectively.
 But because it’s so specific 
and changes in each circum-
stance, it can be difficult to 
develop. Here’s how.

 As all this indicates, pru-
dence is probably the most 
difficult of the virtues to 
grasp and develop because it 
is so fluid. What it demands 
changes with circumstance. 
Learning to be prudent, 
therefore, is a matter of expe-
rience, perception, humility, 
and knowledge that all take 
time to develop.

What is your goal?
 That said, there is one key 
principle that can be adopted 
straightaway, and that is the 
habit of continually consid-
ering the end or purpose of 
your actions:  What are you 
trying to achieve and why?
 Now, the application of 
this question to relationships 
is fairly obvious: What do 
you hope to achieve from this 
relationship? Presumably, 
you want it to blossom into 
a settled, mutually enriching 
romantic relationship, which 
will proceed into a healthy 
and happy marriage. Very 
well, but then the question 
arises, “Can I see myself hav-
ing such a relationship with 
this person, and if so, what 
can I do to help bring that 
about?”
 Prudence is the most cru-
cial virtue when it comes to 
discerning whom to marry.
 It is prudence more than 
any other virtue that allows 

us to discern the kind of per-
son we ought to marry. It is 
by this virtue that we navi-
gate the dangerous passage 
between being unrealistic on 
one hand and settling on the 
other.
 Again, prudence deals only 
with  the specific and the 
possible. Thus it steers us 
away from waiting for some-
one who is both practically 
perfect in every way and re-
markably forgiving toward 
imperfection (since such 
people don’t really exist and 
waiting for them would mean 
we never marry at all, frus-
trating our desired end).
 At the same time, though, 
it also  warns us off of set-
tling  for whatever moder-
ately attractive and sym-
pathetic person happens 
to come along simply be-
cause we’re  tired of being 
alone  (since our end is not 
simply any relationship but a 
healthy and happy relation-
ship).
 In other words, the prudent 
approach to relationships 
isn’t to ask whether some-
one has flaws or annoying 
personal quirks – of course 
she does – but whether a 
healthy and happy relation-
ship is possible in spite of 
them, given your personality, 
her personality and the sur-
rounding circumstances.
 Prudence is a tricky virtue 
to develop, but if you want 
to start practicing it, keep 
that vital question in mind: 
What am I trying to achieve 
and how can I achieve it? Ask 
yourself it as you go about 
your day and try very hard 
to be honest with yourself 
and to put its answers into 
practice. Quite apart from 
romantic matters, you will 
find that developing pru-
dence – just like developing 
all the virtues – will make for 
a happier, healthier and more 
enriching life.
 This article was originally 
published by the CatholicMatch 
Institute  (the media division 
of  CatholicMatch.com)  which 
provides resources to help single 
Catholics develop a strong foun-
dation for marriage. Used with 
permission.

“And if prudence is at work, who in the world is a better artisan than she?” 
– Wisdom 8:6 
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“Be kind to one another, compassionate, forgiving one another as God has 
forgiven you in Christ.” – Ephesians 4:32
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Marriage is a vocation requiring self-giving love
 A couple married for 62 
years died four hours apart.
 And then there was Fred 
Stobaugh, a 96-year-old wid-
ower who wrote an ode to his 
late wife, “Sweet Lorraine,” 
and entered it in a song-
writing contest. If you can 
watch the video without tear-
ing up, don’t bother reading 
on. You’re just not human.
 Why do stories like these 
touch our hearts in such 
a moving way? I think it’s 
because stories like these so 
clearly demonstrate the life-
long commitment marriage 
is meant to be: Till death do 
us part.
 We say the words, and we 
see in them an ideal to aspire 
to, something we all long to 
attain, and yet not all of us 
do.
 It’s cliché to lament divorce 
statistics, but in an attempt 
to combat the problem of 
rising divorce rates and de-
clining marriage rates, let’s 
take a look at some cultural 
problems that can be ob-
stacles to healthy marriages.

➤ 1. We have a mixed-up  
 idea of married love.

It’s normal to go into mar-
riage with some expectation 
of romance and lovey-dovey 
stuff. After all, that’s how 
people wind up wanting to 
get married in the first place. 
They fall in love, they have 
a romantic relationship and 
they are so crazy about each 
other that they can’t wait 
to start “together forever.” 

That’s awesome. That’s fun. 
That’s how God intends for 
couples to begin.
 Every healthy marriage, 
no matter what stage it’s in, 
does have some measure of 
romantic love. Just as people 
have different personalities, 
though, different marriages 
do, too, and most marriages 
don’t maintain that full-force 
“romantic” feeling forever. 
And we should not expect 
them to.
 When people mix up mar-
ried love with romantic love, 
they wrongly feel that their 
marriage is in decline when 
the romance begins to fade. 
There are fewer rose-petal 
baths and more insurance 
premiums. There are no more 
love songs and an awful lot 
of day-to-day drudgery.
 Fading romance in a cul-

ture that tells couples they 
can quit when it gets hard, 
leave when they “fall out 
of love” or their spouse 
“doesn’t make them happy 
any more,” is a recipe for dis-
couragement and the kinds 
of negative, selfish thoughts 
that can lead to divorce.

➤ 2. We fail at self-giving  
 love.
 This is a problem I have 
observed even among very 
“faithful” Catholics who 
know and love a lot about 
their faith. Somehow, we as 
a church have failed to help 
some husbands and wives 
hear and understand that 
their call to marriage is a call 
to make a total gift of self to 
their spouse.
 St. John Paul II emphasizes 
the importance of “self-gift” 

in Gaudium et Spes:
 Man, who is the only crea-
ture on earth which God 
willed for itself, cannot fully 
find himself except through 
a sincere gift of himself.
 That “sincere gift of self” 
he mentions is a daily call to 
sacrifice, and I will let you 
in on a little secret: It’s not 
feel-good stuff. It hurts. Like 
sacrifice always does. That’s 
why they call it sacrifice.
 In my own life, I have 
seen what look like “perfect” 
marriages on the outside fall 
apart on the inside because 
of a failure of one or both of 
the spouses to recognize this 
simple fact: Love comes first. 
Charity above all things.
 You can be an otherwise 
“perfect” Catholic couple 
– earning a decent living, 
setting up a home, hav-
ing children and educating 
them well – but if you fail to 
recognize the importance of 
loving your spouse with self-
giving love, you are failing. 
At the most important thing. 
None of that other stuff mat-
ters.
 We aren’t all perfect at self-
sacrifice, of course, and in 
a healthy marriage there is 
plenty of room for mistakes, 
mercy and forgiveness. The 
fundamentally important 
call to hear, however, is the 
call to love one another and 
to fully find yourself through 
a “sincere gift of self” to your 
spouse. That kind of love 
isn’t just “nice if you can find 
it”; it’s what marriage is.

➤ 3. We misunderstand the  
 importance of vocation.
 Vocation is a tough con-
cept for many of today’s 
younger generations to un-
derstand. The idea of a call-
ing – not a job, but a calling 
– to marriage, priesthood 
or religious life is a foreign 
one to many. When we fail 
to recognize marriage as a 
calling, however, we belittle 
it. Culturally, it becomes a 
hobby or something nice to 
do “if you’re into that kind 
of thing.” It certainly isn’t 
something you would sacri-
fice your career for.
 But our culture lets young 

people know that career 
goals can trump marriage. 
Travel plans can take prece-
dence. There’s no hurry.
 The sad result is that when 
people get married later in 
life, there is less likelihood 
that they will meet their 
spouses when both are ready 
to make a commitment, and 
there are fewer marriage-
ready men and women in the 
dating pool even for those 
who are looking seriously for 
a spouse.
 If marriage is a vocation, 
that means it’s your life’s 
work; it’s not a job and not 
something you do on the 
side. It’s something you do 
first, and then build the 
rest of your life around, not 
something you try to fit in 
later, once you’ve saved up 
enough money and you’ve 
accomplished “more impor-
tant” things.
 The saddest part of cultural 
obstacles to healthy marriage 
is that they negatively affect 
a lot of innocent people who 
desperately want to answer a 
call to marriage. They want 
to find their spouse, get mar-
ried, begin a life-long com-
mitment and practice self-
giving love. But our culture 
sometimes gets in the way.
 The good news, though, 
is that our God is an awe-
some God. The power of an 
anti-marriage culture may 
be great, but God is greater 
and he works with what we 
give him. All of us, married, 
single, divorced, widowed, 
dating or something in be-
tween, can pray every day for 
the grace we need to live out 
Christ’s call to perfection in 
an imperfect world.
 Let’s support marriage. 
Let’s pray for each other. Let’s 
encourage each another.
 This article was originally 
published by CatholicMatch 
Institute, which provides re-
sources to help single Catholics 
develop a strong foundation for 
marriage through advocacy, 
programs and scholarships. 
Used with permission.
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Wedding and contact information for archdiocesan churches

The following information is the latest available 
information for church weddings at various parishes 
in the Archdiocese of New Orleans as of April 2018. 
Contact the parishes to schedule wedding dates and for 
policies. The churches in the following list are among 
the ones that have celebrated the most weddings in 
recent years. It is not a comprehensive list. (504) area 
code is assumed unless otherwise listed.

St. Louis Cathedral, 615 
Pere Antoine Alley, New 
Orleans, 503-0351,  http://
www.st louiscathedral .
org/matrimony. Wedding 
fee includes the church, cantor, 
organist, wedding director and 
security. Weddings scheduled 
Monday through Friday at 3 p.m. 
or 7 p.m. and Saturday at 11 a.m., 
1 p.m., 3 p.m. or 7 p.m.

 All Saints, 1441 Teche St., 
New Orleans, allsaintschurch 
nola.org: Weddings may be 
scheduled Monday through Friday 
by request. Times also available on 
Saturdays before 1 p.m. or Saturday 

evenings at 7 p.m. Call Miranda at 
361-8835.
 Annunciation, 517 Avenue 
B, Bogalusa, (985) 732-4280. 
Please call the church office for 
details.
 Ascension of Our Lord, 
1900 Greenwood Dr., LaPlace, 
(985) 652-2615, E-Mail: 
aolparishoffice@gmail.com; 
Website:  www.aolparish.org. 
Check for details. Organist fee 
additional. 
 Blessed Francis Xavier 
Seelos, 3037 Dauphine St., 
New Orleans, 943-5566; www.
seeloschurchno.org  (under 

Sacraments and Service 
tab): Contact church to reserve. 
Wedding times Friday evenings 
(except first Fridays) or Saturdays 
between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. and 
from 6 to 8 p.m. (None scheduled 
from 2-6 p.m.) Other dates and 
times considered upon request.
 Blessed Sacrament-St. Joan 
of Arc Parish (St. Joan of 
Arc Church), 8321 Burthe 
St., New Orleans, 866-7330: 
Call the parish office for details. 
Reserve church prior to booking 
reception venue. Additional fees 
for musicians.
 Blessed Trinity, 4230 S. 
Broad St., New Orleans, 822-
3394. Call the church office for 
details. 
 Divine Mercy Church, 
4337 Sal Lentini Pkwy., 
Kenner, 466-5016, www.
divinemercyparish.org. 
Weddings Friday evenings outside 
of Lent and Saturdays between 10 
a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Contact the 
parish office about other days. 
Some smaller scale weddings 
Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. Visit website 
or call for more information.

 Good Shepherd Parish: See 
St. Stephen Church, St. Henry 
Church and Our Lady of Good 
Counsel Church.
 Holy Family Church, 1220 
14th Ave., Franklinton, (985) 
839-4040: Weddings Fridays 
from 4-7 p.m.; Saturdays 10 a.m.-1 
p.m., and 7 p.m. Reserve church 
before booking reception venue. 
No charge for use of church by 
registered parishioners. Musicians 
contracted separately.
 Holy Guardian Angels 
Mission, 1701 Bridge City 
Ave., Bridge City, 341-9522: 
Wedding times Fridays at 6:30 or 
7 p.m.; Saturdays between 10 a.m. 
and 1:30 p.m., and from 6 to 7 p.m. 
Other dates and times considered 
upon request. Additional fees for 
musicians.
 Holy Name of Jesus, 6367 
St. Charles Ave., New Orleans, 
(Mail: 6220 Lasalle Pl., New 
Orleans, LA 70118), 865-
7430, ext. 202; weddings@
hnjchurch.org. Wedding times 
are Fridays at 7:30 p.m.; Saturdays 
at 11 a.m., 1 p.m., 6 p.m. or 8 p.m. 
Contact wedding coordinator. 

Additional fees for the wedding 
coordinator, music coordinator 
and organist.
 Holy Name of Mary, 400 
Verret Street, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, 70114 (in Historic 
Algiers Point), Mailing 
address: 500 Eliza Street, New 
Orleans; 362-5511;   http://
www.holynameofmarynola.
org.  Church wedding coordinator 
Laurie Mary Hayes Coniglio. Please 
call or email hnmary@nocoxmail.
com for wedding guidelines 
including music, directions and 
fees.
 Immaculate Conception, 
4401 7th St., Marrero, 341-
9516: Weddings may be scheduled 
on Friday evenings at 7 p.m. or 
Saturdays before or at 1 p.m.; or at 
or after 6 p.m. Check for details.
 Immaculate Conception 
(Jesuits’), 130 Baronne St., 
New Orleans, 442-2622; 
Website: www.jesuitchurch.
net.  Wedding coordinator, 
Julie Vanderbrook. Weddings 
scheduled Monday through 
Friday throughout the day; Friday 
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evenings at 7 p.m.; and Saturdays 
between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m., then 
6 p.m. or 8 p.m. Check for details.

Infant Jesus of Prague 
Mission, 700 Maple Ave., 
Harvey, 368-1397. Call the 
parish office for details.

Mary Queen of Peace, 1501 
W. Causeway Approach, 
Mandeville, (985) 626-6977: 
Weddings scheduled Fridays at 7 
p.m.; Saturdays until 2 p.m. and 
at 7 p.m. Please refer to website 
at  www.maryqueenofpeace.
org  and call church office for 
details. Musician fees additional.

Mater Dolorosa, 8128 Plum 
St., New Orleans, 866-3669: 
Check for details. Additional fees 
for the wedding coordinators, 
cantor and organist. Refer 
to mdolorosa.com for guidelines.
 Most Holy Trinity, 501 Holy 
Trinity Drive, Covington, 
(985) 892-0642: Weddings on 
Fridays at 7 p.m. or Saturdays from 
9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.; or 6:30 p.m. 
or later. Additional fees for organist 
and vocalist.

Our Lady of  Divine 
Providence, 1000 N. Starrett 
Rd., Metairie, 466-4511: 
Weddings scheduled on Fridays at 
7 p.m.; Saturdays between 11 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. and Saturday evenings 
at 8 p.m. Call parish office for 
details.

Our Lady of Good Counsel 
Church (Good Shepherd 
Parish), 1307 Louisiana 
Ave., New Orleans, 899-
1378:  Information (under 
sac raments  tab)  a t  www.
GoodShepherdParishNOLA.com 
or call Paige Saleun, wedding 
coordinator, 277-3796. Additional 
fees for musicians.

 Our Lady of Grace Church, 
780 Hwy. 44, Reserve, (985) 
536-2613, E-Mail: olgchurch@
arch-no.org. Check for details.
 Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
411 N. Rampart St., New 
Orleans, 525-1551: Check for 
details.
 Our Lady of the Lake, 
312 Lafitte St., Mandeville, 
(985) 626-5671: Please call the 
church office for fees. Wedding 
coordinators and sacristan services 
provided. Weddings scheduled 
Fridays at 7 p.m. or Saturdays at 
1 p.m., 6 p.m. or 7 p.m. Music 
guidelines and fees available upon 
request.
 Our Lady of Lourdes, 400 
Westchester Blvd., Slidell, 
(985) 643-4137, ext. 300: 
Contact the office for details 
or check the website,  www.
OLLParishSlidell.com. Organist 
fee additional.
 Our Lady of Lourdes, 2621 
Colonial Blvd., Violet, 682-
7070, E-Mail: oll@arch-no.org: 
Check for details. Website: www.
olol-church.com.
 Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help, 8968 Hwy. 23, Belle 
Chasse, 394-0314, E-Mail: 
churchoffice@olphbc.org: 
Check for details. Organist fee 
additional.
 Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help, 1908 Short St., Kenner, 
464-0361: Arrangements must be 
made eight months in advance. 
Marriage Preparation program 
is required. Please contact the 
parish office for ceremony dates 
and times available. Musicians/
singers not included in the fee. For 
more information, call or email 
secretary@OLPHLA.org.
 Our Lady of Prompt Succor, 
2320 Paris Road, Chalmette, 
271-3441, Website:  olps- 
chalmette.org. For details, call 

rectory or check website.
 Our Lady of Prompt 
Succor, 146 Fourth St., 
Westwego, 341-9522: Wedding 
times Fridays at 6:30 or 7 p.m.; 
Saturdays between 10 a.m. and 
1:30 p.m. and from 6-7:30 p.m. 
Other dates and times considered 
upon request. Additional fees for 
musicians.
 Our Lady of the Rosary 
Church, 3368 Esplanade 
Avenue, (Parish Office: 1322 
Moss Street), New Orleans, 70119.  
Visit  www.olr-nola.org for the 
wedding calendar and guidelines.  
Please call the Parish Office, 488-
2659, for additional information.
 Our Lady Star of the Sea 
Church, 1835 St. Roch Ave., 
New Orleans, 944-0166, 
olssno@arch-no.org: Weddings 
are held on Fridays between 6 and 
7 p.m.; Saturdays starting at 11 
a.m. but no later than 1 p.m., and 
Saturday evenings beginning at 6 

p.m. Weddings will not be held on 
religious holy days, civil holidays, 
Christmas week or during Holy 
Week. Other dates and times are 
considered upon request. Contact 
parish office for more information.
 Sacred Heart, 28088 Main 
St., Lacombe, (Mail: P. O. Box 
1080, Lacombe, LA 70445-
1080), (985) 882-5229. Check 
for details.
 St. Agnes, 3310 Jefferson 
Hwy.,  Jefferson, 833-3366 
or 833-4118, call or email 
Sabrina Haynes or Kelly 
Wilbert at  stagneschurch@
nocoxmail.com.  Organist 
and cantor fees are additional. 
Wedding times are Friday evenings 
at 7 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m.-1 
p.m.; Saturday evenings at 7 
p.m. For Wedding guidelines and 
forms  www.stagnesjefferson.
org (click “Weddings”).   
 St. Alphonsus, New Orleans: 
See St. Mary’s Assumption Church 

and St. Mary’s Chapel.
 St. Andrew the Apostle, 
3101 Eton St., New Orleans 
(Algiers), 393-2334: Contact 
wedding coordinator Mary 
Ann Dal lam, 415-7402 or 
mdallam@standrewparish.net. 
Wedding times on Fridays at 6 
p.m. or Saturdays at 1 p.m. or 
6 p.m. Other days and times 
are considered upon request. 
Website for wedding guidelines 
at www.standrewparish.net under 
Sacraments/Marriage.
 St. Angela Merici, 901 
Beverly Garden Drive, 
Metairie, 835-0324: Check for 
details.
 St. Ann, 3601 Transconti-
nental Blvd., Metairie, 455-
7071: Check for details.

St .  Anselm Cathol ic 
Church, 306 St. Mary St., 
Madisonville 70447: Schedule 
date with the Parish Office before 
any other wedding arrangements 
are made. You may also visit www.
stanselmparish.org for additional 
information or contact our 
Wedding Coordinator, Debbie 
Freda, at (985) 845-7342. Weddings 
are Fridays at 6:30 p.m.; Saturdays 
before 1 p.m. and Saturdays at 6:30 
p.m.

St. Anthony Church, 924 
Monroe St., Gretna, 368-
1313: Check for details. Wedding 
times are Fridays at 6:30 p.m.; 
Saturdays between 11 a.m. and 
1 p.m.; or 6:30 p.m. Fee includes 
services of Debbie Swiler, wedding 
coordinator. Organist and cantor 
fees additional.

St. Anthony of Padua, 4640 
Canal St., New Orleans, 488-
2651: Call at least six months 
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in advance for date, availability 
and appointment. Wedding times 
are scheduled on Fridays at 6 or 
7 p.m.; Saturdays at 1 or 7 p.m. 
All fees include the services of a 
wedding coordinator. Contact 
church organist and cantor for 
fees. Lighted parking in the 
schoolyard. Mrs. Dede Dardis, 
Wedding Coordinator, 488-3578.

St. Augustine, 1210 Gov. 
Nicholls St., New Orleans, 525-
5934: Check for details.

St. Benedict, 20370 Smith 
Road, Covington, (985) 892-
5202, office@stbencov.org: 
Wedding times by appointment. 
Call the office for more details.

St. Benilde, 1901 Division 
St., Metairie, 834-4980: 
Wedding times are Fridays at 6 
p.m., 6:30 p.m. or 7 p.m.; Saturdays 
at 11 a.m., 11:30 a.m., noon, 6 
p.m., 6:30 p.m., 7 p.m. or 7:30 p.m. 
Wedding guidelines and forms 
available at  www.stbenilde.org. 
Wedding coordinators, Danielle 
Delaup Hill, 666-1106, and/or 
Anita Delaup, 874-1210.

St. Catherine of Siena, 105 
Bonnabel Blvd., Metairie, 835-
9343, info@stcatherineparish.
com: Weddings scheduled 
on Fridays between 6-8 p.m.; 
Saturdays between 10 a.m. and 
1:30 p.m.; or 6-8 p.m. Wedding 
coordinator Jeanie Favret, 583-
3438, favretc0@aol.com. Wedding 
guidelines at parish website, www.
stcatherineparish.com. Contact 
parish office for more information.

St. Charles Borromeo, 
13396 River Road, Destrehan, 
(985) 764-6383, sbourg@
scbhumilitas.org: Wedding 
times are Fridays at 7 p.m.; 
Saturdays at 1 p.m. or 7 p.m. Call 
parish for more information.

St .  Christopher,  309 
Manson Ave., Metairie, 837-
8214: Weddings scheduled Fridays 
between 6-8 p.m.;  Saturdays 
between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.; and 
between 6-8 p.m. Organist and 
vocalists separately contracted by 
the couple.

St. Clement of Rome, 4317 
Richland Ave., Metairie, 887-
7821: Wedding times are Fridays 
between 6-8 p.m.; Saturdays before 
1:30 p.m.; and Saturday evenings 
no earlier than 6:30 p.m. Wedding 
coordinator is Theresa Laughlin, 
email, tlaughlin@scrparish.org.

St. Cletus, 3600 Claire Ave., 
Gretna, 367-7951: Call church 
office for more details.

St. David, 5617 St. Claude 

Ave., New Orleans, 947-2853, 
E-Mail: stdavid@arch-no.org: 
Wedding times are Saturdays 
between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. and 
between 6:30 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
Weddings may be scheduled 
on Friday evenings at 7 p.m. 
St. David School gymnasium 
is available for receptions. For 
more information, call the parish 
office. Music guidelines and fees 
available upon request. Wedding 
coordinator, Terry C. Montegut, 
427-4586. Organist is Irene Young. 
 St. Dominic, 775 Harrison 
Ave., New Orleans, 482-
4156, mhug@stdparish.org: 
Weddings scheduled on Fridays at 
7 p.m.; Saturdays at 1:30 or 7 p.m. 
Call parish office for details.
 St. Edward the Confessor, 
4921 W. Metairie Ave., Metairie, 
888-0703, stedward@steddy.
org: Weddings scheduled Fridays 
after 7 p.m., Saturdays before 1 
p.m. and Saturday evenings after 
6 p.m. Organist and cantor fees 
additional. Contact the parish 
office for more information.
 St. Francis of Assisi, 631 
State St., New Orleans, 891-
4479: Weddings scheduled Fridays 
at 7 p.m.; no Friday night weddings 
during Lent. Saturdays between 11 
a.m. and 1 p.m. or 7 p.m. Time 
adjustments may be made based 
upon parish events. Visit  www.
stfrancisuptown.com  under 
Sacraments, then Marriage to find 
Wedding Handbook. Contact 
Teresa Miller at parish office or 

tmiller@stfrancisuptown.com.
 St. Francis Xavier, 444 
Metairie Road, Metairie: 
Check for details. Additional fees 
for organist and cantor. Wedding 
coordinator/cantor/soloist, Linda 
Jones, 421-7946, misslindacjones@
yahoo.com.
 St. Gabriel the Archangel, 
4700 Pineda St., New Orleans, 
282-0296, stgabriel@archno.
org, www.stgabe.net. Call the 
parish office for complete details at 
least six months before anticipated 
wedding date. Reserve church 
before booking a reception venue. 
Additional fees for musicians.
 St. Genevieve Catholic 
Church, 58203 Hwy. 433, 
Slidell (Mailing address: 
58025 St. Genevieve Lane, 
70460), (985) 643-3832, E-Mail: 
stgenevieve@stgenevieve.us; 
Wedding times are Fridays at 6 
p.m. and Saturdays between 11 
a.m. and 1 p.m. or at 6 p.m. Please 
call the parish office for details.
 St. Gertrude the Great, 
17292 La. Hwy. 631, Des 
Allemands, (985) 758-7542: 
Call rectory to schedule or for 
information.
 St. Henry Church (Good 
Shepherd Parish) ,  803 
General Pershing St., New 
Orleans, 899-1378: Information 
(under Sacraments tab) at 
GoodShepherdParishNOLA.com 
or call Paige Saleun, wedding 
coordinator, 227-3796. Additional 
fees for musicians.

 St. James Major, 3736 
Gentilly Blvd., New Orleans, 
304-6750: Check for details. 
Additional fees for organist and 
cantor.
 St .  Jane de Chantal, 
74020 Maple St.,  Abita 
Springs, (985) 892-1439: Visit 
saintjanedechantal.com. Contact 
parish office for wedding fees.
 St. Jerome, 2402 33rd St., 
Kenner, 443-3174: Call parish 
office for details. Wedding times 
vary on Saturdays before 2 p.m. or 
after 6 p.m.; other times considered 
upon request.
 St. Joachim, 5505 Barataria 
Blvd., Marrero, 341-9226. 
Please call the church office for 
details.
 St. Joan of Arc, 529 West 
Fifth St., LaPlace, (985) 652-
9100, email, secretary@

sjachurch.com: Check for 
details. Church use fee. Additional 
fees for musicians.
 S t .  J o h n  B o s c o , 
2 1 1 4  O a k m e r e  D r i v e , 
Harvey, 340-0444, office@
saintjohnboscochurch.org: 
Check for details.  
 St. John of the Cross, 61050 
Brier Lake Drive, Lacombe, 
(985) 882-3779: Check for details.
 St. Joseph Church and 
Shrine, 610 Sixth St., Gretna, 
368-1313: Check for details. 
Wedding times are Fridays at 
6:30 p.m.; Saturdays between 11 
a.m. and 1 p.m.; or 6:30 p.m. Fee 
includes services of Debbie Swiler, 
wedding coordinator. Organist and 
cantor fees additional.
 St. Joseph, 1802 Tulane 
Ave., New Orleans, 522-3186: 

“For I know well the plans I have in mind for you – oracle of the LORD – 
plans for your welfare and not for woe, so as to give you a future of hope.”
 – Jeremiah 29:11
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Weddings scheduled Mondays 
through Saturdays. Check with 
wedding director for available 
times. Refer to  www.stjoseph 
church-no.org  for church guide-
lines. Fee includes wedding sacris-
tan and parking lot attendant for 
rehearsal and wedding.

St. Joseph the Worker, 455 
Ames Blvd., Marrero, 347-
8438: Check for details.

St.  Katharine Drexel 
Parish, 2015 Louisiana Ave., 
New Orleans, 891-3172, 
stkatharine@arch-no.org: 
Please call or email the church 
office for details.

St. Louis King of France, 
1609  Carrol l ton  Ave . , 
Metairie, 834-9977: Wedding 
times are coordinated by the 
pastor. Contact the parish office.

St. Luke the Evangelist, 
910 Cross Gates Blvd., Slidell, 
(985) 641-6429: No fees for 
parishioners. Non-parishioners, 
call for information. Wedding 
times are Fridays after 5:30 p.m.; 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. and after 6:30 p.m. For 
wedding information, call Deacon 
Harold Burke.

St. Maria Goretti, 7300 
Crowder Blvd., New Orleans, 
242-7554: Wedding times 
available on Friday evenings 6:30-
7:30 p.m., Saturday morning, 
afternoon or evening. Additional 
fees for organists or musicians. 
Contact the parish office for 
details.

St. Margaret Mary, 1050 
Robert Blvd., Slidell, (985) 
643-6124: Wedding times 
available some Fridays. Saturdays 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. and 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Website:  www.saintmmchurch.

org. 
 St. Martha, 2555 Apollo 
Dr., Harvey, 366-1604. Call the 
parish office for details.
 St. Mary Magdalen, 6425 
West Metairie Ave., Metairie, 
733-0922: Check for details.
 St. Mary of the Angels, 3501 
N. Miro St., New Orleans, 945-
3186: Call parish office for details.
 St. Mary’s Assumption 
Church (St.  Alphonsus 
Parish), 923 Josephine St., 
New Orleans, 522-6748, www.
stalphonsusno.com. Check 
website for details.
 S t .  M a r y ’ s  C h a p e l 
(St. Alphonsus Parish), 

1516 Jackson Ave., New 
Orleans, 522-6748:  www.
stalphonsusno.com. Check 
website for details.
 St. Mary’s Church, c/o 
St. Louis Cathedral, 615 
Pere Antoine Alley, New 
Orleans, 503-0351,  http://
www.st louiscathedral .
org/matrimony: Wedding 
fee includes the church, cantor, 
organist, wedding director and 
security. Weddings scheduled 
Monday through Saturday at 3 
p.m., 5 p.m. or 7 p.m.
 St. Matthew the Apostle, 
10021 Jefferson Hwy. , 
River Ridge,737-4537,www.
stmatthewtheapostle.net 

under Sacraments. 
 St. Patrick, 724 Camp St., 
New Orleans: Times: Monday 
through Friday from 3-7 p.m.; 
Saturday from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. Other times by 
special arrangement. Fee includes 
wedding coordinator and security 
for evening weddings. Contact 
wedding coordinator  Ann 
Johnston, 715-3610.
 St. Patrick, 28698 Hwy. 23, 
Port Sulphur, 564-6792: Check 
for details.
 St. Peter, 125 E. 19th Ave., 
Covington: Wedding times 
available on Friday evenings, 
Saturdays in the afternoon or 
evening. Additional fees for 

wedding coordinator, organist 
and cantor. Please call office at 
(985) 892-2422 and check website 
(www.stpeterparish.com/marriage-
preparation) for procedures and 
guidelines as well as necessary 
forms.
 St. Peter, 1550 Hwy. 44, (P. 
O. Box 435), Reserve, (985) 
536-2887: Call the church office 
for details.
 St. Peter Claver, 1923 St. 
Philip St., New Orleans, 822-
8059: Check for details.
 St.  Philip Neri,  6500 
Kawanee Ave., Metairie, 887-
5535: Please call the church office 
regarding fees and further detailed 
information.
 St. Raymond and St. Leo 
the Great, 2916 Paris Ave., 
New Orleans, 945-8750, ext. 4: 
Check for details. Additional fees 
for musicians. 
 St. Rita, 7100 Jefferson 
Hwy., Harahan, 737-2915: 
Call for details. Check bridal 
guidelines at www.stritaharahan.
com/church/sacraments.
 St. Rita, 2729 Lowerline 
St. ,  New Orleans,  866-
3621, http://www.stritanola.
com/wedding-guidelines 
to fill out request form, or 
contact weddings@stritanola.
com: Weddings  usually scheduled 
on Fridays 1 p.m. or later, and 
Saturdays 1 p.m. or earlier and 
6 p.m. or later. Fees include 
coordinator of rehearsal and day-
of, but do not include organists or 
musicians.
 St. Rosalie, 600 2nd Ave., 
Harvey, 340-1962: Check for 
details.
 St .  S tephen  Church 
(Good Shepherd Parish), 
1025 Napoleon Ave., New 
Orleans, 899-1378: Information 
( u n d e r  S a c r a m e n t s  t a b ) 
at  GoodShepherdParishNOLA.
com or call Paige Saleun, wedding 
coordinator, 227-3796. Additional 
fees for musicians. Renovations to 
the church will be finished in July.
 St. Theresa of Avila, 1404 
Erato St., New Orleans, 525-
4226: Check for details.
 Transfiguration of the 
Lord Church, 5621 Elysian 
Fields Ave. (corner Prentiss 
Avenue), New Orleans, Friday 
evenings, Saturday mornings 
and early afternoons. There is an 
additional charge for music.  Call 
the Parish Office at 302-7931 for 
fees and appointments.
 Visitation of Our Lady, 
3500 Ames Blvd., Marrero, 
347-2203: Weddings scheduled 
Friday evenings, Saturday day 
or evening; go to  www.vol.org/
matrimony.

“He blesses the home of the righteous.”  - Proverbs 3:33








