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Pope Francis arrives for a prayer service in an empty St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican March 27. At the conclusion of the service, the pope held the Eucharist 
as he gave an extraordinary blessing “urbi et orbi” (to the city and the world). The service was livestreamed in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic. 
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 VATICAN CITY (CNS) – The 
worldwide coronavirus pan-
demic is not God’s judgment 
on humanity, but God’s call on 
people to judge what is most 
important to them and resolve 
to act accordingly from now 
on, Pope Francis said.
 Addressing God, the pope 
said that “it is not the time 
of your judgment, but of our 
judgment: a time to choose 
what matters and what passes 
away, a time to separate what 
is necessary from what is not. 
It is a time to get our lives back 
on track with regard to you, 
Lord, and to others.”
 Pope Francis offered his 
meditation on the meaning of 
the COVID-19 pandemic and 
its implications for humanity 
March 27 before raising a 
monstrance with the Blessed 

By Peter Finney Jr.
Clarion Herald

 Archbishop Gregory 
Aymond said March 27 that 
Catholic liturgical services 
during Holy Week (April 
5-12) in the Archdiocese of 
New Orleans likely will be 
conducted in the same “pri-
vate” fashion as has been the 
case since Louisiana Gov. 
John Bel Edwards placed 
prohibitions March 19 on 
large public gatherings in 
the wake of the coronavirus 
pandemic.
 In a telephone interview 
with WWL radio from his 
residence, where he remains 
in self-quarantine while 
recovering from the virus, 
Archbishop Aymond called 

‘Unprecedented’ Holy Week in N.O.
the private celebrations of 
Mass during Holy Week – 
Palm Sunday through Easter 
Sunday – “unprecedented” in 
the archdiocese’s history.

No public liturgies
 The archbishop noted that 
churches, including St. Louis 
Cathedral, would celebrate 
Masses on Palm Sunday and 
Holy Thursday along with the 
Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday, 
as well as the Liturgy of the 
Passion of the Lord on Good 
Friday.
 Those liturgies, however, 
are expected to have a bare 
minimum of people present, 
most of them clergy or other 
individuals with specific min-
istry roles. 
 On Palm Sunday, palms 
will be blessed and left inside 

churches for people to pick 
up on their own.
 One of the highlighted 
rituals of Holy Thursday’s 
Mass of the Last Supper – 
the re-enactment of Jesus’ 
washing of the feet of his dis-
ciples – will be omitted as a 
precaution against spreading 
germs, the archbishop said.
 Good Friday’s Liturgy of 
the Passion of the Lord nor-
mally includes the opportu-
nity for the congregation to 
venerate a large crucifix by 
kissing it, but in this case, 
the crucifix will be held up 
near the altar, and a special 
prayer will be said without 
anyone coming forward for 
a kiss.
 All of these measures are 
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For someone who has the rare 
ability to reduce the mysteri-
ous power of natural disasters 

and viral pandemics to amazingly 
digestible bites – see his epic books, 

“Rising Tide” that chronicles the 
great Mississippi River flood of 
1927 and “The Great Influenza: 
The Epic Story of the Deadliest 
Plague in History,” which foren-
sically examines the 1918 flu that 
claimed between 50-100 million 
lives across the globe – Tulane 
University public health professor 
John M. Barry has a message for 
anyone with at least a single strand 
of common-sense DNA.
 During global pestilence, pan-
demic and panic, governments 
must tell the truth to their people.

✰ ✰ ✰
 Vaccine research today, Barry 
writes, centers on something 
called the virus’ hemagglutinin, 
which looks like a head of broc-
coli. Current vaccines focus on 
the “head,” but because that part 
of the virus mutates rapidly, the 
universal vaccine needs to target 
the “stalk,” which has been much 
more difficult to attack.
 So, as we seek to “flatten the 
curve” of the number of corona-
virus cases, Barry says what the 
medical experts say is true: Wash 

your hands.
 “Discipline matters,” he says.
 This is not just anecdotal. In a 
post-mortem of the SARS outbreak 
in 2003, most of the dead were 
health care workers who were 
suspected of not completely fol-
lowing safety protocols.
 As Americans, as Catholics, we 
need to be in search of the truth. 
“If there is a single dominant les-
son from 1918,” Barry writes, “it’s 
that governments need to tell the 
truth in a crisis. … You don’t man-
age the truth. You tell the truth.” 

Second Harvest is 
there, no matter 
what the crisis
By Christine Bordelon
Clarion Herald

 The closure of restau-
rants, bars and hotels due 
to the coronavirus outbreak 
has created a new group of 
individuals needing food 
from Second Harvest Food 
Bank of Greater New Or-
leans and Acadiana – the 
hospitality industry workers 
and musicians.
 Second Harvest Food 
Bank’s executive director 
Natalie Jayroe said this 
means in addition to serv-
ing the needs of the most 
vulnerable – the elderly and 
children – waiters, bartend-
ers, musicians and others 
who were living paycheck 
to paycheck and no longer 
have a means to take care 
of themselves have now 
joined the ranks of those in 
need. 
 “There’s been a 4,200% 
increase in unemployment 
the last two weeks,” Jayroe 
said. “A huge percentage 
of that was the hospitality 
industry.”
 “The food bank generally 
doles out 3 million pounds 
of food a month. With this 
influx of new clients, we 
probably need 6 million 
pounds or more due to the 
current level of need.”
 To help Second Harvest, go 
to nohunger.org or call (504) 
734-1322.

Kitchen workers at Second Har-
vest Food Bank prepare food for 
distribution during the coronavirus 
outbreak.
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There are so many stories to tell 
about how the Archdiocese of 
New Orleans and its people are 
responding to the coronavirus 
pandemic that some must spill 
over to our online platform: 


