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Christ stands outside the tomb, sharing his light

Latest News:
www.clarionherald.org A hand-crafted Way of the Cross that encourages prayer, reflection and 

social distancing spreads the Holy Week message at St. Pius X in New Orleans.  
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By Beth Donze
Clarion Herald

To: Clergy, Religious and Laity of the Archdio-
cese of New Orleans
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ:
 Easter 2020 will have its own unique chapter in 
history.
 Throughout Holy Week 
and Easter Sunday, we usually 
gather in our churches to cel-
ebrate the solemn liturgies. This 
year is indeed different as we 
endure the coronavirus and are 
called to small group gatherings 
and to social distancing.
 Though we cannot gather in 
our churches, we are called to 
enter into prayer and walk with 
Jesus in his suffering, death and resurrection.  
 These days call us to spend additional time in 
prayer. Choose a Gospel account and reflect on 
Jesus’ journey to Calvary and the tomb. In the 
midst of that prayer we also hear Jesus say, “If 

 Holy Week liturgies at 
St. Louis Cathedral will be 
broadcast live on WLAE-TV 
(Channel 32, Cox 1014) 
and will be live-streamed 
at TheDailyMass.com. 
 Please note that many 
churches in the Archdio-
cese of New Orleans will be 
live-streaming their Holy 
Week liturgies through 
various social-media plat-
forms. For the latest list, 
go to nolacatholic.org/
news/virtual-holy-week-
schedules.
 Archbishop Gregory Ay-
mond is scheduled to be 
the principal celebrant of 
the Holy Week liturgies 
at St. Louis Cathedral. No 
congregation will be al-
lowed inside the cathedral 
due to precautions against 
the coronavirus.

St. Louis Cathedral
Holy Week schedule:
 ➤ Holy THursday, April 9, 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 
7 p.m.
 ➤ Good Friday, April 10, 
Liturgy of the Passion of the 
Lord, 3 p.m.

 ➤ EasTEr sunday, April 
12, 11 a.m.
 Archbishop Aymond 
said the archdiocese would 
follow all federal and state 
guidelines on social dis-
tancing, which has been 
extended through April 
30.
 He has asked for prayers 
for hospital chaplains, 
health care workers and 
for family members who 
cannot visit their loved 
ones in the hospital during 
the lockdown period.
 Archbishop Aymond has 
advised parishes that they 
should celebrate the Tridu-
um with “a very small 
number of people so as not 
to spread the virus.” Those 
liturgies are not open to 
the public.
 He asked pastors to make 
the sacrament of confes-
sion as available as possi-
ble, keeping in mind social 
distancing requirements.
 “Please continue to pray 
for the victims of the virus, 
those deceased and for our 
protection,” Archbishop 
Aymond said.

A unique Holy Week 

you wish to be my disciple, take up your cross and 
follow me” (Mt 16:24).
 I have heard some ask, “Is this coronavirus God’s 
punishment on the world?” No, the God who 
loves us is not a God of revenge or condemna-
tion, but a God who calls us to be converted to his 
love and mercy. God allows tragedies to call us to 
a greater dependence on him as the God of our 
lives and promises that out of this darkness he will 
bring hope and new life.
 Many in our community are suffering physically 
and emotionally. We ask God’s healing for the ill 
and eternal rest for those who have died from the 
virus. There is anxiety as we wonder about the 
future, our employment, finances, school, basic 
security and care for our families. In the midst of 
all these questions, Jesus says, “It is I ... Do not 
be afraid ... Peace be with you,” as he said to the 
disciples after his resurrection.
 We must open our hearts and see him, standing 
outside the tomb offering to bring light into our 

darkness.
Please remember health care professionals and 

all who serve us at this time. May our church bells 
ringing at 6 p.m. daily be a sign of our prayer for 
those who risk their lives for us. A special word of 
thanks to our clergy who have provided opportu-
nities for us to grow spiritually.

To the more than 300 people who were to enter 
the Church at Easter, through baptism or profes-
sion of faith, we eagerly look forward to welcom-
ing you into our family of faith in the near future.
 May the peace of the Risen Christ bring light 
into any darkness you experience and hope in 
this time of uncertainty.
 Wishing you the blessings of the Risen Christ 
and a remembrance at Easter Mass, I am Faithfully 
in Christ,

 Most Reverend Gregory M. Aymond
Archbishop of New Orleans

Christ the Lord is risen!
 The sky above St. Pius X 
Church in New Orleans was 
fittingly overcast the morn-
ing of March 31 as a hand-
ful of volunteers began the 
solemn work of installing an 
outdoor “Way of the Cross for 
Children” on the oak-studded 
grounds of their church.
 Just as fittingly, by the time 
the final station marking Jesus’ 
resurrection had been wedged 
into place, the sun was out and 
the sky had dissolved into a 
riot of cobalt blue.
 Organizers of the special 
Way of the Cross said they 
hope individuals and families 
in need of some quiet prayer 
time will stumble upon the 
circular path of 15 original 
station drawings, executed 
by more than a dozen parish 
families, as they take their 
walks and bike rides in this 
time of COVID-19.
 “I think everybody was 
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Gregory M.
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This Easter will be historic 
in the life of the Catholic 
Church in the United 

States.
 Usually our churches are 
overflowing with beautiful 
liturgies, families and so many 
people gathering to worship 
and listen to the Scriptures and 
to receive holy Communion.
 For the first time, certainly, 
in the lives of all those who 
are alive, there is a need to 
celebrate the Holy Week litur-
gies without a congregation 
because of the coronavirus 
pandemic. Previous hurri-
canes, epidemics and world 
wars have never caused this.
 St. Paul reminds us that we 
walk by faith and not by sight. 
While many things seem dark 
now, the light of Christ shines 
through the darkness to bring 
us the hope of the Risen Lord.
 Let the words of “The Ex-
ultet” resound in our hearts: 
“This is the night that with a 
pillar of fire banished the dark-
ness of sin. … This is the night, 
when Christ broke the prison 
bars of death and rose victori-
ous from the underworld. Our 
birth would have been no gain 
had we not been redeemed.”
 We are redeemed. Alleluia!
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So, how Catholic
is New Orleans?

In a three-block span of Spain Street 
in Gentilly, children and adults 
have created handmade Stations 
of the Cross and placed them in 
front of their homes so that anyone 
can re-enact Christ's passion and 
death. Stations Nos. 1, 9, 10, 11, 12 
and 14 were drawn by members of 
Transfiguration of the Lord Church. 
Only individual walk-throughs are 
encouraged – not large groups. 

Jesus transformed cross into ‘symbol of hope’

 With the ongoing pandemic mak-
ing St. Louis Cathedral sit empty just 
as Catholics began their church’s 
“week of all weeks,” Father Colm Ca-
hill said the opening words of Psalm 
22 – articulated by Jesus himself on 
the cross – have added poignance this 
year: “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?”
 “Why is the oldest active cathedral 

By Beth Donze
Clarion Herald

in this country empty today? Why 
have you forsaken me? Why am I 
at home? Why am I alone? Why do 
I feel distant?” Father Cahill said, 
celebrating the cathedral’s April 5 
Palm Sunday Mass before a “virtual” 
congregation of thousands.
 “Wherever you are, it’s not some-
where where Christ is afraid to go,” 
Father Cahill said. “... Recognize that 
there is nothing so dysfunctional, 
distant, far off, broken, that he’s not 
willing to be right there with you.”

A history-making 
Easter for church


