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At the very surface level, 
social distancing must 
still occur. The coronavi-

rus hasn’t simply disappeared 
in the month or so since Amer-
ica tightened its restrictions 
on containment. We haven’t 
become immune to the virus 
and its deathly grip.
 In the brave new world that 
lies ahead, our actions will very 
much affect those around us. 
For instance, if we fail to con-
tinue consciously practicing 
the health recommendations 
of hand washing, mask-wear-
ing and social distancing, the 
lives and livelihood of those 
around us – and our own lives 
and livelihood – are at risk.
 If we look beyond the inter-
woven identification of change 
with the individual, we see this 
concept in a new light. After 
all, change can mean progress. 
It can mean development. It 
can mean opportunity.

Signs of the times:
‘We got this, y’all!’
The many ways in which New Orleanians are ex-
pressing hope in this time of pandemic include a 
reference to Psalm 91 on a boarded-up business 
on Decatur Street and Ursulines Avenue, left. 
Verses 5 and 6 of the psalm read: “You shall not 
fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies 
by day, nor the pestilence that roams in darkness, 
nor the plague that ravages at noon.”

Meeting the need, one car at a time

In two hours on April 20 on the steps of 
Notre Dame Seminary, Second Harvest 
Food Bank, an affiliated ministry of the 
Archdiocese of New Orleans, distributed 
more than 25,000 meals to drivers who 
pulled up through the circular parking lot. 
As part of Second Harvest’s response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the seminary 
has become a regular distribution site 
for emergency supplies. Volunteers and 
staff from the offices of New Orleans City 
Councilman Joe Giarruso and State Rep. 
Mandie Landry helped distribute food.Photo by Deacon John Yike | NOTRE DAME SEMINARY

See FOOD page 12 ➤
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Invisible 
enemy; 
invincible 
love

 Cars and trucks lined up 
from the east, west, north 
and south on streets sur-
rounding the Hispanic Apos-
tolate in Metairie April 14 just 
to get a bag of free food.
 The food distribution was 
supposed to start at 1 p.m., 
but because traffic was back-
ing up on major thorough-
fares, it began at 11:45 a.m., 
said Dominican Father Sergio 
Serrano, director of the His-
panic Apostolate Archdiocese 
of New Orleans. 
 The distribution lasted un-
til 2:15 p.m., with food being 
given to approximately 1,100 
people. Food ran out before 
the cars stopped coming.
 “The city of Kenner and 
police department called me 
and said I created chaos in 
the whole city of Kenner,” 
Father Serrano said. “They 
were concerned because peo-

ple couldn’t get back to their 
homes.”
 Kenner police eventually 
came and blocked the street 
to the apostolate because so 
many people were still wait-
ing in line for the food.

 “It was unbelievable how 
many people came,” Friar 
Serrano said. “I didn’t know 
that the need was so great. I 
had people calling me to see 
if I had food left.”

 When the coronavirus 
pandemic halted all public 
Masses in the Archdiocese 
of New Orleans in mid-
March, pastors added an-
other temporal matter to 
their prayer list: Without 
a regular weekly congrega-
tion, how would the parish 
possibly be able to pay its 
bills?
 While the financial rami-
fications to the 119 church 
parishes and missions in 
the Archdiocese of New 
Orleans are expected to be 
significant under the stay-
at-home mandate, several 
pastors who have estab-
lished an online giving por-
tal through a church-man-
agement software database 
called ParishSOFT say it 

Online giving has kept 
parishes connected
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Benedictine Father Charles Benoit 
says online giving and two-way 
communication have kept his par-
ish united during the pandemic.

has proved amazingly suc-
cessful, and not just as a 
fund-raising tool.

Dominican Father Sergio Serrano used his personal connections with a food 
distributor to provide groceries for 1,100 families at the Hispanic Apostolate. 

See GIVING page 15 ➤
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The other day I saw a 
cartoon that said, “With 
COVID-19, all of your 

churches are closed.” And the 
other person in the cartoon 
said, “No, in contrary, we 
have opened a church in every 
home.”
 Your home has become a 
place of prayer. It has become 
a holy place where you alone 
– or you with others – are able 
to meet God and to experi-
ence his love. Yes, you cannot 
receive Communion, and for 
that we are sorry. But you can 
make a Spiritual Communion, 
and you are one with us in this 
celebration. 
 Our churches are not closed; 
we have opened a church in 
every home, and I am grateful 
to our priests for doing this.

God has opened 
a church in every 
home

Archbishop
Gregory M.
AYMOND
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