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By Peter Finney Jr.
Clarion Herald

 Citing mounting concerns 
over the financial impact of 
clergy sex abuse settlements 
and the coronavirus pan-
demic, the Archdiocese of New 
Orleans filed for Chapter 11 re-
organization of the finances of 
its administrative offices May 
1 in U.S. Bankruptcy Court for 
the Eastern District of Louisi-
ana.
 In an interview with the 
Clarion Herald, Archbishop 
Gregory Aymond said the 
“difficult decision” to file 
for financial reorganization 

Eager to serve Christ On May 16 at St. Louis Cathedral, Archbishop Gregory Aymond will ordain 12 men to 
the transitional diaconate, the final step before ordination to the priesthood. Eight of 
the men are pictured here, including the six who will be ordained for the Archdiocese 
of New Orleans. Turn to pages 3-5 for profiles on each new local transitional deacon. 
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would allow the archdiocese to 
ensure that sex abuse victims 
have their claims resolved in 
“a fair and timely manner.”
 “I want to reach out to 
the victims and survivors of 
sexual abuse, and my contin-
ued daily prayer is that God 
will give them hope, peace 
and renewed life,” Archbishop 
Aymond said. “I am willing to 
walk with them in any way 
possible – in any way that they 
would ask me to.”

Treat victims fairly
 In a separate letter to Catho-
lics of the Archdiocese of New 
Orleans, Archbishop Aymond 

said filing for Chapter 11 re-
organization “will allow us to 
address remaining clergy abuse 
claims, all of which stem from 
allegations dating back several 
decades ago, in a way that will 
allow funds to go directly to 
victims.”
 Archbishop Aymond said no 
parish funds – such as money 
received through the collec-
tion basket – would be used 
to resolve claims. He stressed 
that the filing affects only 
the archdiocese’s administra-
tive offices – not individual 
parishes, schools or other 
ministries that are separately 
incorporated.

 “This reorganization affects 
only the administrative of-
fices – not the parishes, not 
the schools, not the ministries, 
not the agencies,” he told the 
Clarion Herald. “All those are 
separately incorporated. It’s 
important to note that no 
parish funds have ever been 
used or will ever be used for 
settlements.”

No parish money used
 In his letter to the faithful, 
the archbishop also empha-
sized that “parish funds are 
separate from archdiocesan ac-
counts, and the pastor decides 
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May 1, 2020

Dear Sisters and Brothers 
in Christ,
 The past few years 

have been extremely trying 
times for us in the Archdiocese 
of New Orleans. The resur-
gence of the clergy abuse crisis 
has been particularly challeng-
ing, especially as it has played 
out regularly in the local me-
dia. Most importantly, again, 
I extend daily prayers to those 
who are victims and survivors. 
May God give you healing 
and renewed hope. This issue, 
coupled with ongoing budget 
challenges, has created an im-
possible situation.
 After much prayer and con-
sultation, we have made the 
difficult decision to pursue 
Chapter 11 reorganization. I, 
along with a team of advisors, 
believe that reorganization 
will create an opportunity 
for us to renew our commit-
ment to the faithful and the 
New Orleans community by 
restructuring our financials, 
increasing our transparency 
and creating a path forward 
in hopes that we can continue 
and strengthen our core mis-
sion: bringing Christ to others. 
This reorganization will affect 
only the archdiocesan admin-
istrative offices.
 The prospect of more abuse 
cases with associated pro-
longed and costly litigation, 
together with pressing minis-
terial needs and budget chal-
lenges, is simply not financial-
ly sustainable. Additionally, 
the unforeseen circumstances 
surrounding COVID-19 have 
added more financial hard-
ships to an already difficult 
situation.

✰ ✰ ✰

 Through prayer and reflec-
tion, I believe that this path 
will allow victims of clergy 
abuse to resolve their claims 
in a fair and timely manner. 
My daily prayer is that this 
independent process brings 
about healing for those who 
have been harmed as a result 
of abuse by members of the 
clergy. The healing of victims 
and survivors is most impor-
tant to me and to the church. 

Archbishop
Gregory M.
AYMOND

God will guide us
in helping abuse
victims to heal
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Can’t stop the 
music at Mater 
Dolorosa
The perimeter of Christopher 
Homes’ Mater Dolorosa Apart-
ments resonates with music 
every Sunday, thanks to a 
sing-along led by a group of 
volunteers who call themselves 
“Operation Uplift.” They per-
form “Americana” classics and 
other favorite tunes.  


