
See DIGITAL MAPS page 18 ➤

Photos | COURTESY NEW ORLEANS CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

By Beth Donze
Clarion Herald

Maps to offer ‘21st-century’ handle on Catholic cemeteries

 An ongoing effort to digi-
tally map all 13 historic burial 
grounds managed and oper-
ated by New Orleans Catho-
lic Cemeteries (NOCC) ulti-
mately will enable members 
of the public to locate a tomb 
of interest and access a wealth 
of information on it from the 
convenience of their smart-
phone or computer screen.
 To date, digital mapping 
has been completed on every 
tomb inside 198-year-old St. 
Louis Cemetery No. 2 (300 N. 
Claiborne Ave.), a cemetery 
of nearly 1,500 tombs; 579 of 
the 3,339 tombs at St. Louis 
Cemetery No. 3 (3421 Espla-
nade Ave.); 922 of the 2,200 
tombs at St. Patrick Cemetery 
No. 1 (5000 Canal St.); and 
155 of the approximately 650 
tombs at St. Patrick Cemetery 
No. 2, also in the 5000 block 
of Canal Street.
 On Oct. 22, master’s degree 
students enrolled in Tulane 
University School of Archi-
tecture’s preservation stud-
ies program began assisting 
NOCC with the latest phase of 
the digital mapping endeavor 
by focusing their efforts on a 
fifth site: St. Joseph Cemetery 
No. 1 (2220 Washington 
Ave.), which contains about 
1,400 tombs.
 “I think it’s going to be a 
game changer for us,” said 
Heather Veneziano, NOCC’s 
director of public engagement 
and development. Veneziano, 
who single-handedly com-
pleted the digital mapping of 
St. Louis No. 2 using survey 
software she built herself 
“from the ground up,” said 
the mapping is tailored to 

the unique landscapes within 
New Orleans’ Catholic burial 
grounds.

Navigational ease
 “There is cemetery map-
ping software out there, but 
it’s mainly for the traditional 
American cemetery of in-
ground graves, with very 
few burials within each plot, 
so it didn’t suit our needs,” 
Veneziano explained. “(New 
Orleans’ cemeteries) have 
thousands of little buildings 
– we don’t have just head-
stones. So, coming up with a 
solution to digitally map our 
unique landscapes was a bit of 
a challenge.”
 Once available online, the 
database will allow users to 
locate a tomb of interest on a 
digital map and call up a raft 
of written and photographic 
information on it – every-
thing from the type of the 
tomb, to its address inside the 

cemetery, to closeup images 
of all of its tablets. The digital 
maps will be a far cry from 
having to consult decades-old 
paper maps to find a tomb – 
schematics which provide an 
overhead view of the cem-
etery and the little squares 
indicating each tomb, but are 
often difficult or impossible to 
read, Veneziano said.
 “I think the digital maps 
are going to be super help-
ful to our staff,” Veneziano 
said. “We get a lot of requests 
from people calling us up and 
wondering where their family 
tomb is. We do the best we can 
to give them directions – ‘Go 
down St. Anthony’s Aisle and 
take a left,’ or ‘It’s Tomb No. 5, 
Section 13.’ Most people don’t 
know what that means. Even 
when we show them the paper 
map, it can still be confusing. 
So being able to locate the 
tomb digitally just makes it 
really easy for the public and 

for our staff.”

First up: St. Louis No. 2
 With the enthusiastic sup-
port of NOCC’s executive 
director, Sherri Peppo, Vene-
ziano began mapping St. 
Louis Cemetery No. 2 last 
year, tackling it first because 
it was in the greatest need 
of restoration among the 13 
NOCC sites. Veneziano, who 
holds master’s degrees in fine 
art and preservation studies, 
was already in the midst of 
conducting a thorough condi-
tion assessment of every tomb 
at 1823-established St. Louis 
No. 2 for the twin purposes 
of historical documentation 
and as a way to inform future 
preservation efforts at the site.
 Because of that extra at-
tention, the digital maps of 
St. Louis No. 2 will be more 
in depth than those related 
to the other 12 cemeteries, 
offering such details as the 

materials used in each tomb’s 
construction and its “con-
dition rating,” based on a 
numerical scale from “1” (im-
minent danger of collapse) to 
“5” (structurally stable, with 
all finishes intact).
 “That cemetery is older, too, 
so there are very few tombs 
in there that have perpetual 
care; there aren’t many cur-
rent ownership records for St. 
Louis No. 2,” said Veneziano, 
who asked Amanda Walker, 
the administrative specialist 
for New Orleans Catholic 
Cemeteries, to sift through 
property records related to the 
site and to identify tombs that 
had no current title holder on 
file. This information eventu-
ally will be layered onto the 
digital map, Veneziano said.
 “So, ultimately our staff 
will be able to pull up ‘Square 
One’ of St. Louis No. 2 (for ex-
ample) and see that a certain 
percentage of those tombs are 
abandoned,” she said. “This 
will be useful information in 
the future to prioritize repairs 
and apply for grants. It’s going 
to be really nice to have the 
information so readily avail-
able for our staff and also for 
the public, for things such as 
genealogical research.”

 A massive undertaking
 Over at St. Louis Cemetery 
No. 3 near Bayou St. John, 
Laurel M. Fay, a graduate 
student with Tulane’s preser-
vation studies program, com-
pleted digital mapping work 
on a whopping 500 tombs 
during a 12-week period last 
summer. Fay received a small 
stipend for her work, which 
was part of her compulsory 

Above: Tulane undergraduate students are helping to collect 
data on St. Patrick Cemetery No. 1 on Canal Street – part of an 
ongoing project by New Orleans Catholic Cemeteries to digitally 
map all 13 of its burial sites. At right, the maps, which are not yet 
available to the public, will enable users to locate a tomb of 
interest and pull up an assortment of information on that tomb. 
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practicum project for grad-
uation. Charlotte Smith, a 
summer intern for Save Our 
Cemeteries, a graduate of 
Yale University and a current 
architecture student at Cam-
bridge University in Britain, 
digitally mapped an additional 
79 tombs at St. Louis No. 3.
 “St. Louis No. 3 is our most 
active cemetery,” Peppo said. 
“We get the most burials in 
that cemetery, so we thought 
it would be most helpful to 
our staff to have it digitally 
mapped early on.”
 At St. Patrick Cemetery 
No. 2, Smith and two other 
volunteers used Veneziano’s 
mapping app to geo-tag and 
record information on tombs 
there: Juliette Hotard, Save 
Our Cemeteries’ volunteer 
and restoration coordinator; 
and Lynn Davis, a long-time 
cemetery preservationist.
 Volunteers also are assisting 
digital mapping efforts at St. 
Patrick Cemetery No. 1 – Tu-
lane undergraduates enrolled 
in Dr. Laura Kelley’s “Irish in 
New Orleans” service-learning 
course.
 “That class has been using 
St. Patrick No. 1 as a labora-
tory for the last few years for 
other projects, but this year Dr. 
Kelley allowed her students to 
help us with the digital map-
ping,” Veneziano said.

Fingertip information
 Tomb-related details being 
entered into the digital map-
ping database include:
 ➤ The tomb’s street address 
within the cemetery, along 
with its section and lot num-
ber
 ➤ Plot size (single, double or 
larger)
 ➤ Tomb type (family tomb, 
coping tomb, grass-only, mau-
soleum vault, columbarium 
niche, society tomb, religious 
order tomb, etc.)
 ➤ If there is a full or partial 
metal fence at the tomb or 
evidence that one existed in 
the past
 ➤ Information culled from 
the tomb’s tablature, including 
what language the inscription 
is in. Veneziano and her fellow 

mappers have encountered 
French, German, Latin, Greek 
and even Croatian in their sur-
veys. The bottom-right corner 
of the tablet sometimes will 
include the name or initials 
of the tomb’s architect, builder 
or stone carver – information 
that will be recorded in the 
digital database, where appli-
cable.
 ➤ The family name inscribed 
on the tomb (additional indi-
viduals buried in the tomb will 
be added to the database at a 
future date, Veneziano said.)
 ➤ If the tomb has a perpetual 
care marker. “This is going to 
be very helpful in the future 
for our staff, because we’ll be 
able to pull up the map and 
see every single location of 
perpetual care within our cem-
eteries,” Veneziano said. “So, 
when we have to go out and 
do perpetual care work and 
put it on the (maintenance) 
schedule, we’ll be able to have 
it pop up.”
 ➤ If the tomb has a military 
marker, and if so, the name 

of the military branch and/or 
battle in which the decedent 
served. “This will be help-
ful information to know for 
Memorial Day events, flag 
ceremonies – anything we do 
to honor our veterans,” Vene-
ziano said.

Creating partnerships
 Although not yet available 
to the public, the database 
ultimately will be accessible 
through a link posted on 
NOCC’s website, nolacatholic-
cemeteries.org. The agency 
currently offers 360-degree 
virtual tours of all 13 of its 
burial sites that allow users to 
“walk” through the cemeteries 
using a technology similar to 
Google Street View; however, 
the ongoing digital mapping 
project is the first time tomb 
data is being collected so 
comprehensively and system-
atically, Veneziano said.
 The flexibility of the soft-
ware also will permit users to 
enter additional information 
on a given tomb, for example, 

photos of the individuals in-
terred there, Veneziano said.
 “Some information will be 
able to be viewed by the public 
on the website, and some in-
formation will be confidential 
– available to staff only,” she 
said. 
 Another exciting outcome 
of the mapping project is the 
working relationships NOCC 
has established with Tulane 
and organizations such as 
Save Our Cemeteries. Tulane 
graduate students special-
izing in historic preserva-
tion recently began digitally 
mapping 1854-established 
St. Joseph Cemetery No. 1 on 
Washington Avenue, a project 
that will have them doing 
tomb research, architectural 
drawings, drone photography 
and condition assessments.
 Every hour NOCC staff and 
its trained volunteers give to 
the project helps, given the 
work required to digitally map 
the combined 100 acres of the 
13 Catholic cemeteries, Vene-
ziano said.

 “Tulane has committed to 
this being an ongoing relation-
ship, so every year they’ll help 
us with another cemetery,” she 
said. “Our staff has worked 
especially hard this year – 
both in responding to the 
pandemic, and in dealing with 
the aftermath of Ida. Many of 
our field and office staff went 
above and beyond to accom-
modate property owners and 
ensure that the cemeteries 
remained in good condition. 
I’m really proud of everyone’s 
work. So often, big projects get 
attention and the day-to-day 
gets overlooked, but really it is 
the day-to-day operations that 
make our ministry.” 
 New Orleans Catholic Cem-
eteries is trying to locate as many 
title holders of its historic tombs 
as possible. If your family has 
not had an interment for the 
last 30 years, but has a title to 
a tomb located in one of the 13 
Catholic cemeteries, please email 
nolacatholiccem@arch-no.org to 
update your contact information.
 bdonze@clarionherald.org

Students  from Tulane 
University are pictured 
helping New Orleans 
Catholic Cemeter-
ies digitally map St. 
Joseph Cemetery 
No. 1 on Washington 
Avenue (far left); and St. 
Patrick No. 1 on Canal 
Street (above). At left, 
Heather Veneziano, 
who spearheaded the 
digital mapping proj-
ect, stands inside the 
cemetery she surveyed: 
St. Louis No. 2 on North 
Claiborne Avenue.
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St. Roch Chapel eager to debut its dazzling overhaul
October 30, 2021  |  New Orleans CLARION HERALD  |  Page 19ETERNAL LIFE

 Built in gratitude for St. 
Roch’s intercessory protection 
during the era of yellow fever, 
the tiny Gothic chapel that 
rises out of St. Roch Cemetery 
No. 1 has endured hurricanes, 
floods, termites and padlocked 
doors in its 145 years of exis-
tence.
 Now, in the midst of yet 
another public health crisis, 
the iconic structure – which 
underwent a stunning resto-
ration of its interior by New 
Orleans Catholic Cemeteries 
(NOCC) – is set to resume its 
role as a much beloved holy 
space.
 St. Roch Chapel will formal-
ly reopen next year, following 
a rededication and prayer ser-
vice to be led by Archbishop 
Gregory Aymond. Although a 
firm date has yet to be set for 
the ceremony, Sherri Peppo, 
executive director of New Or-
leans Catholic Cemeteries, is 
confident the event will hap-
pen within the next several 
months, as decreasing cases of 
COVID-19 permit the faithful 
to safely assemble once again 
in the small chapel space.
 “We not only wanted to 
bring the chapel back to its 
original physical appearance, 
we also wanted to return it to 
its original purpose as a space 
of healing and prayer,” Peppo 
said. “This restoration will al-
low us to do both.”

Walls can ‘breathe’ now
 The overhaul, launched in 
2017, involved a complete 
restoration of the chapel’s 
324-square-foot nave and 
vaulted ceiling, which peaks 
some 30 feet above the marble 
floor.
 Interior walls, which were 
bowing due to their frame-
work of bricks mortared in 
moisture-trapping Portland 
cement, were an early focus 
of the work, Peppo said. After 
removing a layer of alumi-
num paneling that had been 
“wallpapered” over the walls at 
some point in the chapel’s his-
tory, the newly exposed bricks 

were repointed, re-plastered 
and painted with breathable, 
lime-based products.
 “When we stripped the walls 
down to the brick, the bricks 
were very wet. We had to let 
them dry for three to four days 
– they had been holding mois-
ture for years,” recalled Peppo, 
who oversaw the restoration 
with project manager Joseph 
Connor, New Orleans Catholic 
Cemeteries’ assistant director 
of operations.
 Stripping the walls down 
to the bricks also enabled the 
craftsmen to remove termite-
infested frames around the 
chapel’s 11 arched windows 
and to install all new electrical 
wiring. The restored interior 
touts both natural and artifi-
cial illumination, thanks to 
spotlights, recessed lighting 

in the ceiling and four gas lan-
terns, the latter original chapel 
fixtures now safely refitted to 
operate on electricity.
 The restoration also ad-
dressed vaults located inside 
lower walls of the nave. New 
Orleans Catholic Cemeteries 
reconfigured these recesses 
into 36 double-niches avail-
able for the in-chapel inter-
ment of cremated remains.

Intricate retable restored 
 Peppo said the chapel’s 
ribbed ceiling, featuring three 
ornate plaster medallions, was 
in relatively good shape and 
only required a good clean-
ing. It was repainted in an 
eye-popping hue of midnight 
blue with gold accents.
 Eight pews, salvaged from 
a decommissioned church in 

the northern U.S., and a 19th-
century, French-carved statue 
of St. Roch, procured from an 
antiques shop in Texas, are 
among the chapel’s “new” 
furnishings.
 Another piece of furniture 
likely to catch the eye of those 
who enter is the chapel’s seam-
lessly refurbished retable – the 
architectural term for the 
shelved unit above a church’s 
main altar that features deco-
rated panels and niches for 

sacred objects. Ravaged by 
termites and six feet of water 
in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Katrina, whole segments of the 
African mahogany, Spanish 
cedar and cypress retable were 
literally vanishing, Peppo said. 
The unit was disassembled and 
taken to third-generation mas-
ter carpenter Juan Montoya for 
restoration and replication of 
missing features such as finials, 
floral medallions and spindle-

Above: Four of St. Roch 
Chapel’s pews, salvaged 
from a church in the northern 
U.S., gleam next to a wall 
of vaults that were recon-
figured to accommodate 
future interment of cremated 
remains for those wishing to 
be buried inside the chapel. 
At left, the chapel’s ceiling 
was painted a striking shade 
of midnight blue, while its 
plaster medallions and 
ribbed accents were paint-
ed gold. The ceiling peaks 
30 feet above the floor. To 
view additional photos of the 
restoration, including some 
“before-and-after” images, 
visit www.clarionherald.org.
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ST. ROCH
work.
 Now returned to its original 
location atop the marble altar, 
the retable celebrates its saintly 
connections with folding cabi-
net doors holding six painted 
scenes from the life of St. Roch, 
painted by Italian-born, New 
Orleans resident Renato de 
Guzman in 1949.
 The restoration of the re-
table also uncovered a treasure 
hidden away for decades. 
When Connor opened the 
angel-painted cabinet that 
once housed the tabernacle, 
he found a torn and faded 
portrait of the suffering Jesus 
wearing a crown of thorns. 
Carefully restored by Italian-
born art conservator Alessia 
Filetti, the painting will be 
brought to the chapel for the 
rededication, future Masses 
and other special events. To 
protect its integrity during 
non-Mass times, a high-qual-
ity reproduction will stand in 
its place, Peppo said.
 Two other interior features 
– the pair of small, grotto-like 
rooms accessed through flank-
ing doorways near the altar – 
were treated differently in the 
restoration. The famous room 
containing ex-votos (tokens 
such as cast replicas of limbs, 
leg braces, crutches and chil-
dren’s shoes in gratitude for 
St. Roch’s healing intercession) 
was left in its original state; 
the other room, which has 

been returned to its original 
function as a sacristy in which 
priests can vest for Mass, had 
its walls re-mortared, re-plas-
tered and painted with lime 
wash, Peppo said.

Ringing in a new chapter
 Although the exterior of 
the hexagon-shaped chapel 
was not a focus of the restora-
tion, a new roof of standing 
seam copper now protects the 

structure from water intrusion. 
Leaks over the decades had 
caused rot and termite infes-
tation in the attic, and, if left 
unaddressed, put the ceiling in 
danger of collapse, Peppo said.
 Steel beams now stabilize 
the attic and form the new 
framework for the chapel’s 
original bronze bell. The re-
stored bell, whose overhaul 
was funded by a grant from 
the Stella Roman Foundation, 

can now be seen through a 
semi-circular opening at the 
top of the chapel, thanks to 
the removal of a vent that was 
also masking two ornamental 
gargoyle carvings. 

Historic landmark status 
 A rededication plaque listing 
the names of 66 individuals 
and entities who donated $200 
or more to the chapel’s resto-
ration fund will be unveiled 
at the future rededication 
ceremony, Peppo said. Dona-
tions earmarked for specific 
items included funds from 
an anonymous donor to re-
store the retable, and mon-
ies used to purchase a new 
statue of St. Roch – a gift from 
Lynda Moreau in memory 
of deceased members of the 
Moreau-Walgamotte families 
and their “beloved dogs.” 
Moreau also donated a first-
class relic of St. Roch that will 
be displayed during Masses 
and special events.
 Peppo is proud that the res-
toration did not cut corners 
but rather called on craftsman-
ship and products that will 
sustain the structure, a Local 
Historic Landmark since 2002, 
for the next hundred years.
 “We followed the Secretary 
of Interior standards for his-
toric restoration projects, as 
outlined by the National Park 
Service,” she said.

Place of pilgrimage
 The chapel, which also 
holds the designation of be-
ing the National Shrine of St. 
Roch, is named for the Third 
Order Franciscan who devoted 
his life to caring for victims 
of the bubonic plague and 
was credited with miraculous 
cures. Born in 1295 in Mont-
pellier, France, St. Roch is the 
patron saint of the sick, inva-
lids, dogs and dog lovers.
 When faced with another 
“plague – yellow fever – in 
his own time, Father Peter 
Leonard Thevis, pastor of 
German-Catholic Holy Trinity 
Church from 1868-93, asked 
his parishioners to pray to St. 
Roch to spare them from the 
epidemics that were intermit-
tently visiting New Orleans. 
In gratitude for a lull in the 
outbreaks, Father Thevis’ flock 
erected the chapel in 1876 as a 

monument of gratitude to St. 
Roch, burying their beloved 
pastor under the chapel floor 
upon his death in 1893.
 Unfortunately, yellow fever 
continued to wreak havoc in 
New Orleans, with 41,000 dy-
ing from the disease between 
1817 – the first year records 
were kept – through 1905.
 Subsequent decades saw the 
faithful pack the chapel for fu-
nerals, Masses and prayers for 
healing, with many of them 
leaving ex-votos in thanksgiv-
ing for being cured.
 Use of the chapel began 
to dwindle as parishioner 
numbers at Holy Trinity de-
clined (the church closed 
permanently in 2001) and the 
growing availability of Masses 
at nearby Our Lady Star of the 
Sea, which opened a new and 
much larger church in 1931.

To be in service once again
 To safeguard its fragile his-
toric interior, the chapel will 
only be open for Masses and 
special events, Peppo said. 
NOCC will coordinate with 
local priests to schedule a 
monthly healing Mass at the 
site, and the space also will be 
made available once again as 
a mortuary chapel for those 
being interred at the cemetery.
 Throughout the four-year 
restoration project, the sur-
rounding cemetery grounds 
have continued to attract 
those who have loved ones 
buried there as well as visitors 
drawn by the site’s history 
and architectural beauty. A 
COVID-safe “virtual run,” held 
for the past two years, elicited 
participation from across the 
United States and Europe. The 
most recent Good Friday walk-
ing Stations of the Cross – to 
14 cemetery statues depicting 
Christ’s passion – drew more 
than 200 faithful and gave 
NOCC an opportunity to test 
the chapel’s newly restored 
bell.
 For updates on this story or 
to inquire about burial options 
inside St. Roch Chapel, call (504) 
596-3050; email nolacatholic-
cem@arch-no.org; or visit nola-
catholiccemeteries.org. Website 
visitors can also sign up to receive 
New Orleans Catholic Cemeter-
ies’ digital newsletter.
 bdonze@clarionherald.org 

The chapel’s retable, which was in total disrepair due to flooding and termite 
infestation, was restored and returned to its original location atop the altar.

75376 River Road, Covington  •  www.saintjosephabbey.com 
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Grief ministry hopes to reach more throughout archdiocese

Grief is difficult for ev-
eryone.

Sometimes gr ief 
comes from the death of a 
child, a spouse, a parent, a 
sibling or a friend. Grief can 
also come from the loss of a 
job, stress from COVID-19 or 
from a hurricane loss.
 Archbishop Aymond and 
I agreed that the archdiocese  
needed to be doing more for 
those who are grieving. My son 
was killed in an accident al-
most four years ago. It changed 
the lives of our entire family. 
We were devastated.
 After sharing with a few 
friends about my devasta-
tion, I knew I needed to join 
a support group. It was the 
best thing I could have done. 
Then I learned about Redbird 
Ministries for grieving parents.
 I became an active member 
of Redbird and then an advo-
cate. I knew my archdiocese 
needed Redbird. Redbird is a 
Catholic Grief Support Minis-
try for parents who have lost 
children from miscarriage or 
stillbirth or whose children, 
even as adults, have died. Soon 
I hope to have Redbird support 
groups in place throughout the 
archdiocese. (Read more about 
Redbird at www.REDBIRD.love.)
 I also plan to offer mornings 
or evenings of reflection and 
one-day and weekend retreats 
for different types of grief. I 
am currently looking into a 
program for children who are 
grieving and a care program for 
those who are divorced. An-
other group available is called 
HALOS (Healing After Loss to 
Overdose or Suicide). A group 
is meeting regularly in Slidell, 
but we are looking for more 
parishes to host this group.
 Everyone has his or her 
story, feelings and crosses to 
bear. Everyone handles these 
challenges in different ways. 

No parish can possibly have 
a group for every need. We 
need to offer programs that 
will comfort people and help 
them heal their hearts.
 While I am not completely 
healed, my healing has come 
from my relationship with 
Jesus. It also comes from shar-

ing life experiences with oth-
ers. It is amazing how often 
I am drawn to someone in a 
conversation and then find out 
they have lost a child, spouse, 
parent or job.
 I am reaching out to pastors 
in parishes for space and vol-
unteers to help. 

 Those who have lost a loved 
one don’t have to grieve alone. 
Don’t shy away from others 
going through grief. Not ev-
eryone understands how you 
feel, but there are many out 
there who do.
 We need these groups to 
help each other find peace, 

know the love Jesus has for us 
and know that someone cares. 
While we are broken and shat-
tered, we can be restored and 
strengthened.  
 If you are interested in helping, 
contact jbayhi@arch-no.org or 
call the Office of Marriage and 
Family Life at (504) 861-6246.

Jewell
BAYHI
GUEST COLUMN



On All Saints’ Day last year, Archbishop Gregory Aymond celebrated Mass at Our Lady of the Rosary Church in New 
Orleans and then blessed the tombs at St. Louis Cemetery No. 3.
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 Archbishop Gregory Ay-
mond will be the principal 
celebrant of the All Saints’ Day 
Mass Nov. 1 at 11 a.m. at Our 
Lady of the Rosary Church, 
3368 Esplanade Ave., New 
Orleans, followed by blessing 
of the graves across the street 
at St. Louis Cemetery No. 3, 
3421 Esplanade Ave.
 Blessing of the graves at St. 
Louis Cemetery No. 1 and St. 
Louis Cemetery No. 2 will be at 
2 p.m. and 2:15 p.m., respec-

tively.
 The following is a complete 
list of scheduled services:
 St. Patrick cemetery, 143 
City Park Ave., New Orleans: 
All Saints’ Day, blessing of the 
graves begins at 1:30 p.m.
 St. roch cemeterieS, 1725 
St. Roch Ave., New Orleans: 
All Saints’ Day, 10 a.m. Mass 
at Our Lady Star of the Sea 
Church followed by blessing of 
the graves at St. Roch Cemeter-
ies.

 St. JoSePh cemeterieS, 2220 
Washington Ave., New Or-
leans: All Saints’ Day, blessing 
of the graves at 12:30 p.m. 
 St. Vincent de Paul Soniat 
cemetery, 1950 Soniat St., New 
Orleans: All Saints’ Day, bless-
ing of graves begins at noon. 
 St. mary and St. Bar-
tholomew cemeterieS, 500 
Eliza St., New Orleans: All 
Saints’ Day, 11 a.m. Mass at 
Holy Name of Mary Church, 
Algiers, followed by blessing 
of the graves to begin at ap-
proximately 12:30 p.m. 
 St. PiuS X cemetery, 8151 
Barataria Blvd., Crown Point: 
Mass will begin at 11 a.m. at 
St. Pius X Church, followed 
by blessing of the graves at St. 
Pius X Cemetery. If circum-
stances permit, blessing of 
the graves to follow at lower 
Lafitte cemeteries. 
 St. Gertrude cemetery, Des 
Allemands: All Souls’ Day, 
Nov. 2, 10:30 a.m. blessing of 
the graves.
 mennonite cemetery, Des 
Allemands: All Souls’ Day, 
Nov. 2, blessing of the graves 
at 11:30 a.m.

 St. charleS Borromeo ceme-
tery, 13396 River Road, Destre-
han: All Saints’ Day, blessing 
of the graves in St. Charles 
Borromeo Cemetery at 9 a.m.
 St. charleS cemetery, 1279 
Paul Maillard Road, Luling: All 
Saints’ Day, blessing of graves 
at 1:30 p.m. in Holy Savior 
Mausoleum. 
 St. John the BaPtiSt cem-
etery, 2361 Hwy. 18, Edgard: 
All Saints’ Day, Mass at 10 a.m. 
at St. John the Baptist Church, 
followed by blessing of the 
graves in St. John the Baptist 
Cemetery. 
 St. Joan of arc and aScenSion 
of our lord, LaPlace: Bless-
ing of the graves, 2 p.m., at 
St. John Memorial Gardens, 
LaPlace. 
 St. thomaS and St. martin de 
PorreS cemeterieS, Pointe a la 
Hache: All Saints’ Day, bless-
ing of graves at 4:30 p.m. at 
St. Martin de Porres Cemetery, 
followed by 5 p.m. Mass in St. 
Thomas Church. Concludes 
with blessing of graves at St. 
Thomas Cemetery. 
 St. Patrick cemetery, 28698 
Hwy. 23, Port Sulphur: All 

Saints’ Day, blessing of the 
graves will begin at noon. 
Blessing of graves at Our Lady 
of Good Harbor Cemetery at 3 
p.m.
 St. Peter, Reserve: All Saints’ 
Day, 10 a.m. Mass followed by 
blessing of the graves. 
 our lady of the moSt holy 
roSary cemetery, Taft: All 
Saints’ Day, blessing of graves 
at noon, weather permitting. 
All Souls’ Day, Nov. 2, Mass 
will begin at 6 p.m. at the 
cemetery.
 our lady of PromPt Succor 
cemetery, 146 Fourth St., West-
wego: All Saints’ Day, 8 a.m. 
Mass, followed by blessing of 
the graves around 8:30 a.m. 
at Our Lady of Prompt Succor 
Cemetery.
 our lady of PerPetual helP 
cemetery, 8968 Hwy. 23, Belle 
Chasse: All Saints’ Day, 8:30 
a.m. Mass followed by blessing 
of the graves at approximately 
9 a.m.
 St. Bernard cemetery (toca), 
2805 Bayou Road, St. Bernard: 
All Saints’ Day, Mass in St. 
Bernard Church at 10 a.m., 



LakeLawnMetairie.com
504-486-6331
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 Many parishes in the Arch-
diocese of New Orleans offer 
bereavement groups or grief 
support ministries to help 
individuals after the death of 
a loved one:

➤ All SAintS, new OrleAnS

 The Bereavement ministry 
assists the family upon hearing 
of its loss, helps prepare read-
ings, program and music for 
the Funeral Mass and provides 
hospitality throughout the ser-

vice. Followup calls are made 
to families after the funeral. 
Contact Barbara Lombard at 
(504) 361-8835.

➤  AScenSiOn Of Our lOrd, 
 lAPlAce

 The Bereavement ministry 
team coordinates support for 
parishioners experiencing grief 
following a death. Members 
offer assistance in planning 
readings and music, are pres-
ent during the wake and Fu-

neral Mass, prepare the church 
and request food donations for 
family receptions. They also 
meet with family members 
to identify areas of support 
needed after the funeral, send 
care notes and monthly mes-
sages of comfort and heal-
ing. Members meet monthly. 
Contact Susie Lanza at (504) 
650-0496 or the parish office 
at (985) 652-2615.

➤  center Of JeSuS the   
 lOrd At Our lAdy Of 
 GOOd cOunSel church, 
 new OrleAnS 
 stewards of mercy minis-
try provides a mercy meal 
for family and friends after 
the Funeral Mass. Also, in 
an emergency such as illness 
in the family, members will 
provide meals or personal care 
for family members. Call (504) 
529-1636.
 
➤  cOrPuS chriSti-ePiPhAny,  
 new OrleAnS

 The Bereavement ministry 
assists in preparing the Funeral 
Mass and gives comfort and 
support for the bereaved fam-
ily. A Mass and remembrance 
exhibit of all parishioners who 
have died during the year is 
offered each year. Contact Pa-
tricia Lee at ttippa1@aol.com 
or (504) 284-7754.
  
➤ hOly fAmily, frAnklintOn

 The pastor meets with the 
family to assist in planning 
the Funeral Mass. If visitation 
is held in the church, coffee 
and light refreshments are pro-
vided. Ministry members also 
can provide a full meal for the 
family and their guests in the 
parish hall after the funeral. 
Contact the parish office at 
(985) 839-4040.
 
➤ mAry Queen Of PeAce, 
  mAndeville 
 The parish bereavement 
group meets in a confidential 
setting and supports families 
following the loss of a loved 
one. It  meets on Tuesdays at 
11:30 a.m. during the fall and 
spring and is facilitated by 
Jodi Awbrey, jawbrey@mary-

queenofpeace.org or (985) 
626-6977. She also offers one-
on-one grief counseling. The 
annual Memorial Mass for 
parish families who have lost a 
loved one during the last year 
will be Nov. 2 at 7 p.m.

➤ mOSt hOly trinity,
 cOvinGtOn

 The ministry assists families 
with preparation of funeral 
services and is present to of-
fer comfort, greet attendees 
and assist with the Mass or 
service. Members can provide 
food for the family or help 
with visitation. Families of the 
deceased are invited to attend 
a Memorial Mass Nov. 2 at 7 
p.m. Contact Kathy Decareaux 
at (985) 892-0642. 

➤ Our lAdy Of divine   
 PrOvidence, 
 metAirie

 Boundless spirit ministry 
meets on the third Thursday of 
the month at 2 p.m. in the St. 
Lawrence Room, located in the 
parish’s Cuccia Center next 
to the church office at 1000 
North Starrett Road. This sup-
port group provides assistance 
for any individual dealing with 
the loss of a loved one. Group 
discussion and guest speakers 
about the grief process. Open 
to anyone experiencing loss 
and seeking like souls with 
whom to share. For more in-
formation, (504) 466-4511.

➤ Our lAdy Of lOurdeS,   
 Slidell

 The parish hopes to resume 
its regular Grief ministry in the 
near future. Anyone who is in 
need of help or who is inter-
ested in serving in the ministry 
may contact the parish office 
at (985) 643-4137. 

➤ SAcred heArt, lAcOmbe

 sharinG the Journey, a grief 
support group for widows and 
widowers, offers support and 
comfort in a confidential and 
prayerful setting to those ex-
periencing the loss of a spouse. 
The various stages of grief are 
shared with others on the 
same journey of loss. The new 

roles of experiencing widow-
hood/widowerhood are also 
discussed and shared with spir-
itual support. The facilitator is 
Beverly Domingue, a certified 
faith companion. Meetings 
are on the second Wednesday 
from 1-3 p.m. in the church. 
Contact the church office at 
(985) 882-5229.

➤ SAcred heArt Of JeSuS,  
 nOrcO

 anGels of mercy Bereavement 
Group consists of 22 parish-
ioners who reach out to fam-
ily members of the deceased. 
Along with spiritual support, 
the group provides food and 
drinks. Contact Dianne May-
eux at (504) 416-7073 or di-
anne@mayeuxac.com.

➤ St. AnGelA merici, metAirie

 BridGe to naim is a sup-
port group for the recently 
widowed. Meetings are led by 
a professional at 10:30 a.m. 
on the second Tuesday of the 
month in the board room. 
There is no charge. For infor-
mation, contact Jo at (504) 
833-9470. 
 copinG with life alone is 
a ministry to help men and 
women who have lost their 
spouse either through death, 
divorce or separation. The 
10-week program is offered 
twice a year, typically begin-
ning in June and November/
December, with meetings on 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. in the 
St. Angela Merici House, 824 
Melody Drive. Contact Mike 
Caruso at mcaruso11@cox.net. 
 The funeral ministry con-
sists of parishioners who assist 
families plan their loved one’s 
Funeral Mass. One training 
session is required to serve. 
Contact Donna McNamara at 
dnnmcnamara38@gmail.com.

➤ St. Ann church And Shrine,
 metAirie

   The Bereavement Committee 
provides food and drink to the 
family of the deceased upon 
request. Contact the parish 
office at (504) 455-7071, ext. 
222.

Greenwoodnola.com
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➤ St. AuguStine, new OrleAnS

 The Bereavement Committee 
is overseen by Oblate Father 
Emmanuel Mulenga, pas-
tor. Members include Audrey 
Amos, June Dumas and Linda 
Harris. Call the rectory at (504) 
525-5934.

➤ St. Benilde, MetAirie

 The meal ministry provides 
meals to parishioners after 
family losses/tragedies, surger-
ies, illnesses and new births. 
Contact the parish office at 
(504) 834-4980.
 
➤ St. CAtherine Of SienA,
 MetAirie

 The Grief support proGram 
is part of the sCs Bereavement 
ministry and is a 10-week 
series designed to assist par-
ticipants through the journey 
of grieving the loss of a loved 
one. Using “The New Day 
Journal” by Mauryeen O'Brien, 
participants will be guided 
through the four stages of 
grief. There is small group dis-
cussion, journaling and other 
selected readings. The program 
is offered in the spring and the 
fall each year. For details about 
dates and meeting times, con-
tact: Patricia Lawson (Grief 
Support) or Becky Steppe (Be-
reavement Ministry). Becky’s 
number is (504) 289-6636.

➤ St. ChArleS BOrrOMeO,  
 deStrehAn

 the next Chapter, a sup-
port group, offers moral and 
spiritual assistance to anyone 
suffering any type of loss. It 
meets once a month, with 
roundtable discussions and 
occasional guest speakers. The 
office staff assists family mem-
bers in selecting readings and 
music. An annual memorial 
Mass will be celebrated Nov. 2 
at 7 p.m. for those who have 
lost a loved one during the 
past year. Contact the parish 
office at (985) 764-6383.

➤ St. ChriStOpher the 
 MArtyr, MetAirie

 The Bereavement and support 
Group ministry offers compas-
sion and caring for those who 
have lost a loved one. For 
more information, call Dianne 

Vasquez, (504) 835-0540 or the 
rectory, (504) 837-8214.

➤ St. dAvid, newS OrleAnS

 The Bereavement ministry 
offers assistance to members 
of the deceased’s family with 
spiritual assistance before 
and after the funeral. Assists 
the pastor and the family in 
planning the liturgy. Meets 
monthly. Annual memorial 
Mass for families is celebrated 
by Josephite Father Oswald 
Pierre-Jules, pastor. Contact 
Frankie Gardner at (504) 943-
8760.

➤ St. dOMiniC, new OrleAnS

 open arms CarinG ministry 
offers support through faith 
and prayer for anyone cop-
ing with grief of any kind. 
By appointment. All matters 
discussed are kept strictly 
confidential. Contact Sandy 
Sanchez at (205) 601-9245.
 
➤ St. frAnCiS XAvier, MetAirie

 The parish has two bereave-
ment support groups that 
offer prayer and support for 
individuals who are grieving 
the death of a loved one. The 
groups are facilitated by a 
trained volunteer. There is one 
major event each year for the 
bereaved involving prayer and 
an opportunity to socialize. 
Call the parish office at (504) 
834-0340.
  
➤ St. gABriel the ArChAngel,
 new OrleAnS

 The Bereavement ministry 
provides comfort and support 
to parish families, assists them 
in planning the funeral and 
in making arrangements for 
music and repast. The team 
prepares the church for the 
funeral. Contact the parish 
office at (504) 282-0296.

➤ St. huBert, gAryville

 The parish offers parishio-
ners the parish hall, free of 
charge, for a family gathering 
after a funeral Mass. Call (985) 
535-3312 to reserve. The ladies 
altar soCiety has three be-
reavement groups that rotate 
by receiving donated food and 
beverages on the morning of 
the funeral. The church sup-
plies paper plates, napkins, 
dinnerware and cups, while 
the family provides food, ice, 

Currently operating – and accepting applications

Annunciation Inn
1220 Spain Street, N.O.
504-944-0512

Christopher Inn
2110 Royal Street, N.O.
504-949-0312

Delille Inn  
6924 Chef Menteur Hwy., N.O.
504-245-8660 

Metairie Manor
4929 York Street, Metairie
504-456-1467 

Metairie IV
4937 York Street, Metairie
504-267-9067 

Monsignor Wynhoven 
Apartments
4600 Tenth Street, Marrero
504-347-8442

Nazareth Inn 
Apartments
9630 Hayne Boulevard, N.O. 
504-246-9630

Place Dubourg
201 Rue Dubourg, LaPlace
985-652-1981

Rouquette Lodge
4300 Highway 22, Mandeville
985-626-5217

Rouquette III and IV
4310 Highway 22, Mandeville
985-635-0305

St. Ann Square
1119 North Johnson St., N.O. 
504-227-3313 

St. Bernard Manor
2400 Archbishop Hannan, Meraux 
504-227-3380

St. John Berchmans 
Manor
3400 St. Anthony Ave., N.O.
504-943-9331

St. Martin House
1540 N. Johnson Street, N.O.
504-227-3390
(For mentally disabled adults) 

St. Martin’s Manor
1501 N. Johnson Street, N.O.
504-227-3390

St. Teresa’s Villa 
1938 Gause Blvd. West
Slidell, Louisiana  70460
985-605-5940

The Apartments at 
Mater Dolorosa
1226 S. Carrollton Ave., N.O.
504-865-7222

Villa St. Maurice
500 St. Maurice Avenue, N.O.
504-267-9640 

christopherhomes.org
504.596.3460 | TTY 800.846.5277

1000 Howard Ave., Ste 100, New Orleans, LA 70113

A senior living ministry of the Archdiocese of New 
Orleans offering deeply affordable rents from 

Mandeville to Marrero and from LaPlace to Meraux.
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followed by blessing of the 
graves. For more informa-
tion, contact the archdiocesan 
Cemeteries Office at (504) 
596-3050. 

Masses/Events  
Oct. 31-Nov. 2
 Duplain W. RhoDes FuneRal 
home, 3933 Washington Ave., 
New Orleans: Redemptorist Fa-
ther Maurice Nutt, missionary, 
will be the principal celebrant 
and homilist at the annual All 
Saints’ Day Celebration on 
Nov. 1. Other clergy have been 
invited to participate. Prayer 
and a musical tribute featuring 
vocal and instrumental artists 
begins at 9 a.m., followed by 
Mass at 10 a.m. in the Rhodes 
Chapel and via livestream. 
Light refreshments will be 
provided. Call (504) 822-7162.    
 GReenWooD FuneRal home, 
5200 Canal Blvd., New Or-
leans: Nov. 1, the community 

is invited to Mass at 1 p.m. in 
the funeral home chapel, cel-
ebrated by Father Beau Char-
bonnet, pastor of St. Angela 
Merici Parish, Metairie. Open 
house from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. (504) 
486-0880.
  lake laWn metaiRie FuneRal 
home anD CemeteRies, 5100 
Pontchartrain Blvd., Metairie: 
Nov. 1, 3 p.m. Mass, concel-
ebrated by Archbishop Gregory 
Aymond and Father Joseph 
Palermo, pastor of St. Francis 
Xavier Church, Metairie. The 
Mass will be celebrated outside 
in front of All Saints Mausole-
um. The celebration will move 
inside the funeral home in case 
of rain. Refreshments and a 
commemorative gift follow 
Mass. The funeral home will be 
open for visitation Oct. 31 and 
Nov. 1 from 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Metairie Cemetery is open 
daily from 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. For 
information, call 486-6331.
 mount olivet CemeteRy anD 
mausoleum, 4000 Norman 
Mayer Ave., New Orleans: Nov. 

1, All Saints’ Day will be cel-
ebrated with balloon releases 
at 1 p.m. and again at 3 p.m. 
Enjoy live music, refreshments 
and drinks from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Visitation: 7 a.m.-5 p.m.
 RestlaWn paRk mausoleum, 
3450 Hwy. 90, Avondale: An-
nual blessing of the graves, 
Nov. 1 at 3 p.m., with priests 
from various churches joining 
for the prayer service. Individ-
ual gravesites will be blessed. 
Information: (504) 368-6723. 
 st. BeRnaRD memoRial GaR-
Dens anD FuneRal home, 701 
West Virtue St., Chalmette: 
Father Brian Howard, pastor of 
Our Lady of Lourdes Church, 
Violet, will celebrate Mass on 
Nov. 1 at 10 a.m. in the chapel, 
followed by blessing of graves 
and refreshments. Father Ng-
hiem Van Nguyen, pastor 
of Mary Queen of Vietnam 
Church, New Orleans, will 
celebrate Mass in Vietnamese 
on Sunday, Oct. 31, at 3 p.m. in 
the cemetery. Cemetery hours: 
Oct. 31-Nov. 1,  8 a.m.-5 p.m.
   

The following opportunities are being sponsored by 
New Orleans Catholic Cemeteries (NOCC) during the final 
months of 2021:

➤ Complimentary copies of NOCC’s 2022 wall calendar are  
available for pick-up (while supplies last) at two locations: 
the office at St. Patrick Cemetery No. 3, 143 City Park 
Ave., New Orleans; and the office at St. Louis Cemetery 
No. 3, 3421 Esplanade Ave., New Orleans. The calendar is 
illustrated with more than a dozen winning photographs 
from this year’s NOCC photo contest.

➤ “Early Catholic Burial Traditions,” a free online 
presentation by Dr. Ryan Gray (a UNO professor of 
anthropology, a specialist in urban historical archaeology 
in the city of New Orleans, and the leader of the 
excavation of St. Peter Street Cemetery in the French 
Quarter) will take place Nov. 18 at 6 p.m. Gray’s talk is 
open to the public, but registration is required at https://
nolacatholiccemeteries.org/upcoming-events.

➤ Beginning Dec. 6 and through the Christmas season: 
Families are invited to memorialize their loved ones 
by personalizing and hanging ornaments provided by 
NOCC on Christmas trees erected at the entrances of St. 
Patrick Cemetery No. 3 (143 City Park Ave.) and St. Louis 
Cemetery No. 3 (3421 Esplanade Ave.). 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR
CATHOLIC CEMETERIES EVENTS

drinks and cleanup. Goodwill 
offerings are accepted for use 
of the hall.

➤ St. Jane de Chantal, 
 abita SpringS

 The BeReavement ministRy 
offers compassion and sup-
port to families and friends of 
the deceased. The group offers 
Masses for the family and their 
loved one, provides coffee and 
light refreshments during visi-
tation until the Mass begins. 
St. Jane Hall is available to 
families free of charge if they 
wish to bring and serve a meal 
either after the Mass or after 
the burial. Contact the parish 
office at (985) 892-1439 or Jo 
Kieffer, chairwoman, at (985) 
630-8508.

➤ St. JoaChim, marrero

 The BeReavement ministRy 
strives to be a source of love, 
care and support to those who 
grieve the loss of a loved one. 
The ministry offers a prepared 
meal. Sympathy cards and 
Mass intentions are sent to 
the family. Contact Gina Fitch, 

(504) 348-8580, gghfitch@
gmail.com.

➤ St. Joan of arC, laplaCe

 BeReavement FRienDs helps 
bereaved family with arrange-
ments, providing food, ro-
saries and notifying friends. 
Members assist with the an-
nual All Souls’ Day Mass and 
reception on Nov. 2 at 6 p.m. 
for parish families who have 
lost a loved one in the past 
year. Contact Frankie Tarullo 
at (985) 652-2334 or ftarullo@
yahoo.com. 
 The parish also has a BRiDGe 
to naim group for the newly 
widowed. Meetings are the 
third Monday of each month 
at 6 p.m. Contact Pat Menard 
at (504) 415-1032.

➤ St. John the baptiSt, 
 paradiS

 The BeReavement ministRy 
offers prayerful support to 
parishioners and others coping 
with grief of any kind. Contact 
Debra Frickey (985) 817-1244 
or Janice Dufrene (985) 758-
7845.

➤ St. JoSeph the Worker, 
 marrero

 The GooD shepheRD ministRy 

ministers to families who have 
lost a loved one by helping the 
family plan the funeral, recit-
ing the rosary at the visitation 
or before the funeral liturgy 
and participating in the fu-
neral Mass.
 The BeReavement ministRy 
maintains contact with the 
family by offering grief coun-
seling and a Memorial Mass. 
Deceased members are remem-
bered in the All Saints’ Day 
Mass followed by a “Healing 
Brunch.” The pastor is avail-
able for spiritual guidance.

➤ St. luke the evangeliSt,
 Slidell

 The BeReavement ministRy 
reaches out to parishioners 
who have lost a loved one and 
coordinates with the family 
to arrange any gathering after 
the funeral. A Mass of Remem-
brance is offered Nov. 2 at 6 
p.m. for families who have lost 
a member in the past year. For 
information, call parishioner 
liaison Kay Guard at (985) 641-
6429 ext. 207.
➤ St. margaret mary, Slidell

 halos (healinG aFteR loss 
to oveRDose oR suiCiDe) group 
meets the second Monday of 
every month at 7 p.m. in the 
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more information, contact 
Donna at (985) 201-2143 or 
Ester at (504) 621-7864.

➤ St. mary of the angelS,
 neW orleanS

 The BeReavement Committee, 
headed by Deirdre Landry, is 
available to discuss arrange-
ments for the Funeral Mass. 
The Evangelization Ministry, 
headed by Vaughn Valeary, 
presents the bereaved family 
with a Bible, memorial card, 
list of church services and a 
pen. Call Franciscan Father 
Joseph Hund, pastor, at (504) 
945-3186.

➤ St. peter, reServe

 the BeReavement Committee 
offers sympathy and spiritual 
support to family members of 
deceased parishioners. Sym-
pathy cards are sent to the 
family. Families of those who 

have lost loved ones during 
the past year are invited to the 
annual All Saints’ Day Mass 
and blessing of the cemetery. 
Anyone interested in helping 
with this ministry can contact 
Peggy Bienvenu at (504) 487-
8769 or peggyfb@comcast.net.

➤ St. raymond-St. leo the

 great, neW orleanS

 the BeReavement ministRy is 
composed of lectors, extraor-
dinary ministers of holy Com-
munion, ushers and Health 
Ministry members. The group 
will visit the family of the de-
ceased, upon request, to help 
them cope with their loss and 
assist in planning the Mass, 
including special tributes, 
readings, music and rosary. 
The group also will send a card 
to the family after the funeral. 
An annual Memorial Mass is 
celebrated for families who 
have lost a loved one during 
the year.




