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NEW TO THE PARISH?
Welcome! You may register on our website www.stcecelia.com and bring the form back
to our office, or call our Parish Office at (732)283-2300. Upon registering we will need a
copy of of all your sacramental records. Family members over the age of 18 are asked
to register independently.

SACRAMENTS
SPONSOR LETTERS: Church law mandates that a sponsor for Baptism &
Confirmation must be an active Confirmed Catholic. Anactive Catholic is a parishion-
er who is registered, attends Mass weekly contributes to the support of the Church,
is in a valid Catholic Marriage, & publicly leads a life compatible with Church teach-
ing.
We can only write letters of eligibility for parishioners who meet these criteria.

BAPTISM:

Baptisms are celebrated the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month at 12:30PM.
Baptism Classes are held the 3rd Wedneday of every month. All documents for
baptisms & baptism classes for both Parents & Godparents must be received by the
parish office no later than 2 weeks prior to the date of Baptism. Please contact the
Parish Office at (732) 283-2300 for all information and to make arrangements.

Qualifications for Godparents & Confirmation Sponsors - Must be at least 14 years of
age, and have received the Sacraments of Baptism, First Communion, & Confirmation.
Must be an active Catholic who is registered in a Catholic Parish, attends mass, supports
the church, and leads a life compatible with the the teachings of the church. We cannot
write letters of eligibility if you do not meet all of these criteria. These requirements are
universal law of the church and are not differed by parish.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION & CONFIRMATION:
To enroll your child, please contact Sister Anna for information, (732) 283-2816.

R.C.L.A:

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults is the process by which non-Catholics who are
interested in becoming members of the Roman Catholic Church, and/or Catholics who
wish to complete their initiation sacraments. For more information please call Sister Anna
at (732)283-2816

MARRIAGE:
Registered parishioners can make arrangements at least one year in advance of the

wedding plans. Please call the Parish Office to schedule an appointment with a priest in
order to secure a date.

MINISTRY TO THE SICK OR HOMEBOUND:
If any of your loved ones are in need of a priest and need the sacraments, please call the
Parish Office any time. The priests are always on call! Regular communion calls to the
sick, aged or homebound should be arranged in advance.
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Monday—Friday 7:00 am & 9:15 am
Saturday 8:00 am & 4:30 pm
Sunday 7:30am, 9:30am,11:30am

& 1:30pm (Spanish)
First Friday’s: NO 9:15 am Mass

ONLY 7:00 am & 7:00 pm

Confession Times
Saturday 9:00am—10:30am / 3:15—4:00 pm
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If you would like Fr. Deniskingsley or Fr. Cyril to visit and
bless your home, please call the Parish Office to schedule a
Blessing at your convenience. This would be a wonderful time
to meet with our parishioners and receive a house blessing.

P

Or by appointment (732)283-2300

Gift Shop Hours

Mon—Thurs 10:00 am—1:00 pm
Friday Closed

Saturday 3:00 pm—6:00 pm
Sunday 10:00 am—1:00 pm

Hours may vary, please call
before you come (732)283-1775

Mass Intentions & Memorials

Mass Intention $10
Sanctuary Candle $25
Altar Bread & Wine $25
or d; Baptism $1
Altar Flowers
r ur Blessed Mary Flowers
St Joseph Flowers

rayer

Purgatorial
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DEVOTIONS
CENACLE FOR MARIAN MOVEMENT OF PRIESTS every
Wed. after 9:15 AM Mass.

NOVENAS- St. Jude and Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal every Sat.
after 8AM Mass.

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET are Fridays after the 9:15 AM Mass.

2,000 HAIL MARY’S every 2nd Saturday of the month, in the
Chapel starting at 7:00 AM.

ADORATION CHAPEL— Mon-Thurs 7 AM to 4 PM. Fri. 7am-12pm
and Sat. and Sun. are only during mass & confession hours.

When you come in the Chapel and the Tabernacle doors are closed,
open them. If you are the last one in the Chapel, please close the
Tabernacle doors and shut off the light (make sure they are completely
pressed down).

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION begins at 6:00 pm followed by Holy Mass
at 7:00 pm.

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS/ SOCIETIES
ALTAR SERVERS: Children in grades 3 and up are invited to join.
Contact Ann Cecilia Trinh, Altar Server Coordinator at (856)470-6401

LEGION OF MARY—Saturdays—9 AM, Conference Room

ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY-The Rosary is prayed before every
daily/weekend Mass. The meetings are the 1st Monday of the month
at 7 PM in the Church Conference Room.

CLASSICAL CHOIR—Practice Friday evenings from September
to June at 7:30 PM in the church. Coordinator—Maria Leonor
Llorin-McTague.

FOOD PANTRY is open for food pick-up TUESDAYS from 10 AM
to 1 PM ONLY. Call or email stcecelia.socialministry@gmail.com for
food requests/appointments for pick-up. OTHER SERVICES
provided by the Social Ministry Office.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL—Meets every 2nd Monday of the month
in Church Conference room. Call the Parish Office for more
information.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS are actively seeking new members!
—Richard Duda- Grand Knight/ 908-307-0935/rduda1@verizon.net

[B ShopWithScrip'
[ [ e ol SCRIP AVAILABLE
Purchasing SCRIP gift cards is an easy way to
Support our church. St. Cecelia’s receives a
percentage of every card purchased. SCRIP
gift cards are available in the atrium after all

the Masses

Eie

7
Baptism Class
Pre-Baptism class is required for all Parents and
Godparents. This session will provide an opportunity
to grow in your understanding of this Sacrament.
Registration is required in order to attend class. Please

provide the following information or complete the
following information and return to Parish Office.

Class month requested:

Child’s Name:

Father’s Name:

Mother’s Name:

Godfather’s Name:

Godmother’s Name:

Contact Phone Number:

Email address:




Page 4

Weekly Mass

Intentions

SATURDAY — WEEKEND —2/25
8:00 AM  ++Melwyn Lobo req. Margaret Noronha
SATURDAY—VIGIL MASS — 2/25
4:30 PM  4Czeslaw Mochol and Anna & Roman Mochol
req. Children & Grandchildren
+John Davis req. Deacon Anthony, Lisa, &
The Pepe Family
SUNDAY-1ST SUNDAY OF LENT — 2/26
7:30AM  +Living & Deceased
9:30AM  +Jackie Voelkel req. Gloria Olenchak
+Stephan Fox req. The Stoehr Family
11:30AM  +}Roy Roggentin req. The Grust Family
+Kirk P. Matta req. Olivia & John Drust
MONDAY — ST. GREGORY OF NAREK— 2/27
7:00 AM  ++Martha Drust req. Joe & Gigi Drust
9:15 AM  +Anne Vendola req. The Rosary Altar Society
TUESDAY—WEEKDAY— 2/28
7:00 AM  +$George Riley Senior req. Mr & Mrs. Anthony
Pepe & Family
9:15 AM  {James Broderick req. Jim & Miriam Mealey
WEDNESDAY — WEEKDAY—3/1
7:00AM  +4Charles F. O’Connor, Sr. req. O’Connor Werner
Children & Grandchildren
9:15AM +4Marie Giordano req. Jack & JoAnne Padovano
THURSDAY—WEEKDAY — 3/2
7:00 AM  +4Sr. Mary Lou Bauman, OP req. Savoia Family
9:15 AM  +Diana M. Antonio req. Quevada Family
FRIDAY— ST. KATHARINE DREXEL— 3/3
7:00 AM  +Richard Leonte req. His Sister, Francis Billardello
9:15AM  +Anthony Iorillo req. Rosemarie Iorillo
6:30PM +4Carl Kristofcak req. Carol LaRouche
SATURDAY — WEEKEND-3/4
8:00 AM  +Mary Peter Fernandes req. Anthony Fernandes
SATURDAY—VIGIL MASS-3/4
4:30 PM  +Ralph Caliendo & Jo-Anna Siea req. Judith Caliendo
+4John Davis req. Sr. Anna Tran
SUNDAY- 2ND SUNDAY OF LENT- 3/5
7:30AM  ++Living & Deceased
9:30AM  +pAdonis Causing req. Angela Causing
fDorothy Rosatelli req. Elizabeth Conway
11:30AM  Rodolfo Pablo req. Mim Niel Santiago
fAnthony Pinto req. Harry & Family
+Francis M. Murray req. Kathy Murray

Sanctuary Candle
In Memory of Charles F. O’Connor, Sr.
requested by
O’Connor Werner Children & Grandchildren
Bread & Wine
In Memory of Mary Singerline
requested by Debbie & Cindy

Responsorial Psalm

Have mercy on us sinners, O Lord

(Psalm s51).
READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Ps 19:8-10, 15;
Mt 25:31-46
Tuesday: Is 55:10-11; Ps 34:4-7, 16-19; Mt 6:7-15
Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19;
Lk 11:29-32
Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Ps 138:1-3, 7c-
8;
Mt 7:7-12
Friday: Ez 18:21-28; Ps 130:1-8; Mt 5:20-26
Saturday: Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8;
Mt 5:43-48
Sunday: Gn 12:1-4a; Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22;
2 Tm 1:8b-10; Mt 17:1-9
WHO WE ARE AND WHOSE WE ARE
The Lenten season is a fresh invitation to explore again who
God is, who we are, and what it means to be human. We
begin by hearing the tragic story of the first humans in the
book of Genesis. As Paul describes in Romans, our struggles
started when our ancestors broke the bond of unity with God,
sought self-sufficiency, and grew apart from their true
purpose and identity. In Matthew’s Gospel, we see how Jesus
resists the lure of living outside of unity with God. Jesus
rejects false promises of possessions, power, and status.
Instead, he puts his life in his Father’s hands. As our model
for living as a fully human person, Jesus demonstrates that
we are created to live in relationship with and trust in God,
and in harmony with and for all of creation.
OUR FASCINATING FAITH
Lent

One of the liturgical reforms mandated at the Second
Vatican Council was that the focus of the season of Lent
should be restored as a time of preparation for—or renewal
of—baptism. The bishops at the Council were aware of the
fact that the origins of Lent as a distinctive liturgical season
lay in the early centuries when the Church celebrated the
sacraments of Christian initiation only once a year, at the
Easter Vigil. In order to prepare those who were to receive
those sacraments, a special period of preparation (eventually
lasting forty days) gradually developed.

By the time of the Second Vatican Council, the initiatory
character of Lent had long been forgotten, and it had become
simply a time of penance focused on individual spiritual
renewal. The introduction of the Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults and the revision of the Lectionary after the Council
have changed all of that. Now the Sunday scripture readings
during Lent are very carefully selected with an eye to the
journey of those preparing to be initiated at the Easter Vigil.
Once again, the entire community is asked to undergo
penance in solidarity with the candidates for Baptism,
Confirmation, and Eucharist.

Thus, in order to appreciate fully the meaning of the
readings during this season, the “filter” through which they
must be heard is always the knowledge that we are helping to
prepare our sisters and brothers in the catechumenate for
their initiation at the Easter Vigil.
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Mirabella Parota
Lena Zimbardo
Gloria Reichley
Ligia Riezenman
Gail Rezmerski
Rose Cappiello
Alberto Castillo
Maria Julia Perez
Eileen Donovan
Eliana Taveres
George & Betty Whitehead
Manny Parente
Ms. Gloria Nikki
Ron Nocella
Michael Clifford Jr.
Carolyn Misiewicz
Joann Kisielewski

Tadeusz Matejus
Richard Dzivban
Samuel Carrera
John-~Paul Alfaro
Raul T. Palomata
Carol Helfin

Sr. Cynthia Cunningham
Peggy Tung
Jennifer Daily

Cathy (Napiorski) Harris
Nicole C. Rossi

Shawn Ekatan

Kat T.

Howard Chubbuck
Olga Barritta

Frank Honkisz

Ann Fitzsimmons

Kevin Lyman

Diane Campolargo

Jack James Coyle

'y Boland

Jessica Baretta

Peter “PJ” Pascalli
Kristen Clifford

Janice & Paul Pugliese

Gloria Sprague
Sr. Cynthia Cunningham
Cathy H

Jaxson Rivera

Ken Popan
Diana Thomas
Elaine O’Sullivan
Tadeusz Matejus
Steven Tung
Victor Cruz

Sick Relatives & Friends

Jamie Nestor
Marieta M.
Alberto Batista

Robert & Mary Maurer
Martin & Diane Petrucci
Arnold & Luisa Franco

Nikki Honkisz
Wiletta Boswell

Joyce Ann

Rafael Rosario
Frances DeLuca
Paula Wegg
Alberto Batista

Jessika Boland

Liz Lutomski

atricia & Rob Schmidt

Debbie Bujalski
Maryann Brigano

Jacqueline Voelkel

Jim Medley

Audrey & Tony Corio

Gregory Brigando
Maryann Brigano
Ted Matejus

Ida Nagypal
Anna P. Piscitello

Ryan Michael
MarinaGomez
Thomas

Craig Soper

Joseph Jonathan Cem
Samuel & Rose M

Amanda & Christine Porceli
Raymond Kneckel

Anita Pin
Franklin Pfeifer Jr.
Carol Foe

Elaine Dziuban
Barbara Dee

Carol Casino
Carmelina Carrera
Lorraine Iffland
Michael

Joyce

Zi Ellen Morales
Steve Colligan

Wmighty God, Yeu are the anly seurce ef fealth & fealing. In you there is

Grant to. each cne of us your children an awareness of your presence, ad give us perfect )

weariness and thywacﬁmwweldawwaWWﬁmlmgme,hwwmqtﬁatW

ws, tuwsting in your wisdem and providence to give s fiealth & strength and peace when yowr time is best: threugh Jesuws
Christ cur Lond, Umen

ichard S. Madej
Wasfy Abadir
Joyce Tiernan

Our Parish will have a 9-Day Novena to
St. Joseph, beginning March 11th thru March 19th,
to be prayed after the Communion prayer on the
following Mass Schedule:
Saturday, March 11 - 8AM Mass
Sunday March 12 - All Masses
Monday March 13—

Friday March 17 9:15AM Mass
Saturday, March 18 - 8:00AM Mass
Sunday, March 19 - All Masses
St. Joseph Feast Day this year is Monday,
March 20th.

We will distribute blessed bread
after the 9:15AM Mass.

a perpet-
souls and the
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February 26
February 27

March 3
March 5
March 6
March 10
March 12
March 13

March 16

March 17
March 19

IMPOR TANT DATES

Religious Education Office phone number is
732-283-2816; Cell number is 732-343-1132. Our
Religious Education Office is located in the second floor of

the Church.
1st Sunday of Lent
Rel. Ed Classes
Grades 1-8 5:45-7:15PM
Parents Faith Formation
6:00-7:15PM
Mass & Statioins of the Cross 6PM
2nd Sunday of Lent
NO CLASS—SPRING BREAK
Mass & Stations of the Cross 6PM
3rd Sunday of Lent
Rel. Ed Classes
Grades 1-8 5:45-7:15PM
Grade 8 Journey of Faith
7:00-8:30PM Lourdes Hall
Mass & Stations of the Cross 6PM
4th Sunday of Lent
9:30AM Family Mass—Presentation
Of Service Hours—Hosted by 8th Grade

nspiring secure giving ®

February 19, 2023 February 20, 2022
=| npew $ 734800 Inpew 5 1007750
o= | FaithDirect $ 2662.25 Faith Direct $ 2511.00
E Total $ 1001025 Total $ 1258850
“= | Catholic Spirit 2023 Catholic Spirit 2022
O In-pew $ 160200 In-pew $ 1536.00
Faith $ 142.00  Faith Direct $ 132.00
Direct $ 174400 Total $ 166800

Food Pantry
The Food Pantry is in need o
the followmg items

DIOCESAN
YOUTH DAY

‘I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Mt 28:20)

March 12, 2023

St. Thomas Aquinas High School, Edison

- 5:00 P.M.

11:30 A.M.
Cost: $20

Throughout the course of this day, teens will come
together to enter into the sacrament of the Mass
celebrated by Bishop Checchio, have fun with

one another, hear a keynote from CFR, Fr. Malachy,
have the opportunity for Adoration and Confession,
and enjoy some live music, good food, and more!

Keynote Speaker:
Fr. Malachy, CFR
Franciscan Friars
of the Renewal

*‘4 Eucharlstlc

‘.’ Revival

7 Mo iccis: of
;%" METUCHEN

2023 Bishop’s Annual Appeal
Renewed and Sent on Mission
by the Eucharist

Along with other related offices under the Secretariat
for Family and Pastoral Life, the Office of Discipleship
Formation for Children strives to make lifelong faith
formation central in all parishes throughout the diocese
by providing all children with opportunities to
experience God’s love and conversion of heart through
a growing knowledge of Jesus and the Gospel. Your
gift to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal is an investment in
our future Church.

Rosary Altar Society
The next meeting will be

2'- www.diometuchen/yyam

)

o
uy

Spring Clothing Drive

A{Clothmg Drive will be held on Saturday, April 15 (d
ﬁﬂ'om 9 AM to 1PM, in the church parking lot. 4

accept clean gently worn clothing, along with'shees,

rses, bed and kitchen linens, and toys (all kinds). F.ach»

of donations should be placed in separate black byl
ic bags. Now is the time to clean those closets!jr

e




4 Ways to Observe Lent

I Lent is a season of focus and preparation.
F RY H | It aligns our hearts with God's heart s we opproach Easter.
The following are just a few ways to focus and prepare.

All Fridays of Lent

Joinus at ‘\ " o, GiveltUp

Consider giving up something that distracts from
Feb 24 your important relotionships:like too much time on
Twitter or Clash of Clons.

-
®ooe"

* (3
Dinein ‘ ' Maybe cut out screen usage for severol howrs a day.

or Toke a doy of true rest: let go of toll for 24 hours.

y
. Plugh

Mar10
Take out

or
Mar24 Order Ahead

732'283'230 ' Read o book of the Bible, a devotional, or

/ \ $12 an d ab ove ¥ practice Lectio Divina on a daily bosis.

S /CECELIA ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
| 45 WILUS WAY, ISELIN, NJ 08830

| AT THE LOURDES HALL . A Serve

“\’{0 wth Day Lisbon 2023 F'lna
ot

Consider adding in something that
helps you connect to God.

Volunteer regulorly as on academic
A s mentor, step up to volunteer in alocal

rn;
%e,. : ' d hurchy oF visit o nursing home.
- - 181 | h
t Bruno Painting | — "-,w"<° p ;

* Interior/Exterior

* Powerwashing Ask for:
* Free Estimates Esteban
* Prices Reasonable

E-mall. kikodiaz@live.com

Experienced, dependable, quality” O;f:" -648 g \ .. Shore |t
Bruno painting owned and operated by a family of s eYe"t' | .
one of our young people attending the World | (8™ ‘ 2“:;21{":‘;&9’:”2;2?5?:%“ m;iv"’
Youth Day in Lisbon this summer is happy to donate 4 A 7 i
10% of its profit to our World Youth Day fundraiser. ' \

For all your indoor and outddor painting needs
please consider supporting Burno Painting.
Thanks you fo your support.




At that time Jesus was
Matthew 4:1

let by the Spirit into the desert
to be tempted by the devil.

Copyright © J.S. Paluch Co. Inc.
Photos: © Studio Multiverse / AdobeStock,
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass
© 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970, CCD.

FIRST SUNDAY OF

- Lent

Tl s

FEBRUARY 26, 2023

JESUS’ MODEL OF FAITHFULNESS

Ashes and gardens, failings and faithfulness, death and life. As we enter into
Lent, we are invited to turn our thoughts, hearts, and lives toward God and
God’s ways, to turn away from the death of sin, which separates us from God,
and to embrace the gift of life offered in Christ, now and into eternity. Eve and
Adam listened to the serpent rather than God who had given them a garden
filled with beauty and abundance. On the contrary, Jesus stood firm in the
face of temptation. This Lent, we ponder the choices we make in our daily
lives, trust in God’s mercy as we repent from sinfulness, and strengthen our
commitment to discipleship, following Jesus’ model of faithfulness.

TURN AWAY FROM SIN

Lent is a season in which we resolve to turn away from sin and turn toward
Jesus. Turning away from sin requires us to admit that we miss the mark and
fail to live as God desires. The first Sunday of Lent always includes a gospel
account of Jesus facing temptation in the desert. Notice that it is not generic
temptation Jesus meets, nor do we. Our temptations are personal, areas of
particular weakness, situations in which, like Eve and Adam, we may rational-
ize and give in to sin rather than holding firm to what we know is right and just.
Jesus gives us a model for meeting temptation: draw on the wisdom and truth
found in sacred scripture and the teaching tradition of the Church to know
what we must do or not do. Be strong and know that the Lord is with you as
you resolve to be faithful.

TRUST IN GOD’S MERCY

“Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.” The refrain of today’s Respon-
sorial Psalm gives voice to our conviction that God is good and reminds us
that we can trust in God’s mercy as we face our sin, seek forgiveness, and
resolve to avoid sin in the future. The more deeply we grow in relationship
with Christ, the more sure of God’s love we become. Rooted in this love, we
can admit our failings and trust that God always desires to be close to us,
drawing us into abundant life. Lent is
a good time to seek God’s mercy and TODAY’S READINGS
forgiveness in the sacrament of rec- ,
oonc?iliation. We can take heart in the Genesis 2379, 3:1 =7

. . Psalm 51:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 17
assurance that forgiveness awaits Romans 5:12-19 [12, 17-19]
our repentant heart. Matthew 4:1-11
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“The Eighty-fourth in a Series”
“The Vocation and Mission of the Lay Faithful in the Church and in the World”

The words of the Catechism are recalled in stating: “...It was for this end [to share, by knowledge and love in
God’s own life] that the human person was created and this is the fundamental reason for his dignity (CCC # 356).
“...We believe...he wanted to make his creatures share in his being, wisdom, and goodness:”

(CCC #295). In the image of God, the person possesses a dignity, being not just something, but someone (CCC #357).

In the First Reading from the Book of Sirach of the Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (February 12), the word
“choose” comes up twice and the third time as “chooses:” “Before man are life and death, good and evil, whichever
he chooses shall be given him” (Sirach 15:17). To choose is a key word in the understanding of the dignity of every
human person. A Second Vatican Council document, Gaudium et Spes in Chapter 1 of the “Dignity of the Human
Person” states:

It is, however, only in freedom that man can turn himself towards what is good.....But that which is truly
freedom is the exceptional sign of the image of God in man.....Man’s dignity therefore requires him to act out of
conscious and free choice, as moved and drawn in a personal way from within, and not by blind impulses in himself
or by mere external constraint.” Man gains such dignity when, ridding himself of all slavery to the passions he
presses forward toward his goal by freely choosing what is good and, by his diligence and skill, effectively secures for
himself the means suited to this end. Since human freedom has been weakened by sin it is only by the help of God’s
grace that man can give his actions their full and proper relationship to God” (GS #17).

The dignity of the person is shown by self-control and freedom, when it is governed by its own wiill.

We see in the above words the importance of the Church’s role and the impact that parishes could have to be

close-knit communities and people-centered where the gifts of the sacraments are found (Pope’s intention, Feb., ‘23).

References: Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2nd ed. United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (Washington D.C.
1994), 356, 295, 357.
Gaudium et Spes (GS), Second Vatican Council, Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World, 17 #1.

A SEASON OF REFLECTION,
RENEWAL, AND PREPARATION

2023 Bble Diary
Read the Word of God daily
Only $12 + S&H each

For Discownt Prices: Visit www.LetsEvangelize.org
or call 732.925.4174

Fridays of Lent
7:00 am Mass

9:15 am Mass
6:00 pm Adoration/Benediction
6:30 pm Mass
7:00 pm Stations of the Cross The Bible Diary is a great way to
spend time with the Word of God
daily with scripture readings and

Stations of the Cross Presentations
February 24th Presented by the Church Congregation

March 3rd — Presented by The Rosary Altar Society reflections.

March 10th — Presented by the Church Congregation The Diary will be available in the
March 17th — Presented by the Rosary Altar Society St. Cecelia gift shop for purchase.
March 24th — Presented by The Church Congregation

March 31st — Presented by The Classical Choir K )




Looking for a spiritual practice for Lent this Lenten Sundays
year? 4:30pm
Join us for Evening Prayer, Sundays during February 26
Lent. March 5
March 12
Spend time with Our Lord in the Blessed March 19
Sacrament March 26

Our Lady of Peace Church
620 Amboy Ave.
Edison, NJ

LECTIO

EUCHARIST

The Eucharist is the Source and Summit of our faith as Cathalics.

*  What is the Eucharist?

*  Where is the Biblical basis for such a belief?
These questions and many more will be addressed in our upcoming
video-based Bible Study:  Lectio: Eucharist

Join us for this 10 Session series:

the one who held the future. They believed in God’s promises and
just put one foot in front of the next on the wild journey of life.

2000 Hail Mary’s

We are happy to announce the 2000

Hail Mary’s will resume every 2nd Mondays at 7:00pm

Saturday after 8am Mass, beginning from March 6 through May 22
March 11th. All are welcome to At Parish Center
participate and offer Our Blessed

Mother one decade (1000 Hail ' Moderated by:
Mary’s) to share ﬁlérlllzr sorrows during Fr. Jim Tucker o
* The Old Testament roots of the
I Eucharist
ST. HELENA PARISH MISSION To Register: * Fulfilment in Jesus Christ
. ich affice: * The Mass
~0ntact e parisn trice: .
RETREAT Contact the parish office: T + The Heaveny Worshi
i 732-738-7940
St. Helena Church, 950 Grove Ave., Edison, NJ )
will hold a parish mission retreat with Father Email: =
Anthony Ciorra, from : Eniov:
March 26-March 28 concluding with a parish penance jtucker@olpfordls.org . ,l lzteresting video
service on March 28 at 7:00 PM. (put “Bible Study” in the subject) resentafions
The parish retreat will explore our faith tradition to see where God Goto: @ . E T
is present (or absent) and where God is leading us today. The . = Ve Supplemental info
wisdom figures in our tradition were anchored in hope, even biblestudy.frjimtucker.com * Engaging discussions
though they did not know what the future held, they believed in

To order the workbook, go to: lectiostudy.orgleucharist




Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
27 28 1 2 3 4
7:30 PM 7:30 PM 7:30 PM 7:30 PM 7:30 PM *9am Leg. Of Mary
Rosary-via Zoom Rosary-via Zoom Rosary-via Rosary-via Zoom Rosary-via Zoom
Rel. Ed CL Zoom *9am-10:30am &
el. asses P
Grades 1-8 < Children’s 3:10 /l.Of)pnl
5:45-7:15PM .. 6-7PM Confessions
Parents Faith *"“(lassical Choir
Formation Practice 7:30 PM Rosary-via
:00-7: 7:30pm-9:30)
6:00-7:15PM pm pm Zoom
. Mass & Stations of the
Cll\dultIOngﬂlrlm(:l;lzr];[ Cross 6:30PM * Rosary Altar
ass 10:00-11: y
FIRST FRIDAY Society
6 7 8 9 10 11
7:30 PM 7:30 PM 7:30 PM 7:30 PM 7:30 PM 7:30 PM
Rosary-via Zoom Rosary-via Zoom Rosary-via Rosary-via Zoom Rosary-via Zoom Rosary-via Zoom
Zoom
No Rel. Ed. Class *9am-10:30am &
Spring Break . 3:15-4:00pm
/;?,‘(» Children’s Confessions
= 6-7TPM onfessions
Classical Choir
Practice 7:30 PM Rosary-via
Adult Confirmation 7:30pm-9:30pm Zoom
Class 10:00-11:00 AM Mass & Stations of the *Parish Improvement
Cross 6:30PM Fund
13 14 15 16 17 18
7:30 PM 7:30 PM 7:30 PM 7:30 PM 7:30 PM 7:30 PM
Rosary-via Zoom Rosary-via Zoom Rosary-via | Rosary-via Zoom Rosary-via Zoom Rosary-via Zoom
Zoom
Rel. Ed Classes *9am-10:30am &
Grades 1-8 Grade 8 ) ) 3:15-4:00pm
5:45-7.:15PM Journey of Faith r Children’s Confessions
Confession Grade 7:00—8:30PM ;}@b 6-7PM
3&4 Lourdes Hall - 'la‘:,swa].uw‘r
ractice
7:30pm-9:30pm
Adult Confirmation Mass & Stations of the *Easter Flowers
Class 10:00-11:00 AM Cross 6:30PM
20 21 22 23 24 25
7:30 PM .7:50 PM 7:30 PM 7:30 PM 7:30 PM 7:30 PM
a Zoom Rosary-via Zoom Rosary-via Zoom Rosary-via Rosary-via Zoom Rosary-via Zoom Rosary-via Zoom
Zoom
Rel. Ed Classes *9am-10:30am &
SC‘;‘rSa(;elssll;g/l Children’s $:15-4:00pm
:45-7: %, 6-7PM S
ot Confession Grade é lassical Choir Confessions
5&6 Practice
7:30pm-9:30pm
Adult Confirmation Mase & Stations of the
gster Flowers Class 10:00-11:00 AM ’

Mass Schedule
Monday - Friday: 7:00 am and 9:15 am
No 9:15AM Mass on 1st Fridays
Saturday: 8:00 am
Saturday Evening Vigil Mass: 4:30 pm
Sunday Mass: 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 11:30 am and
1:30 pm (Spanish)

Live-Stream Schedule
Daily Mass—9:15 am
Weekend Mass—11:30 am

SC |

pomeredy StreamSpot

Daily Evening Rosary
Please join us as we recite the rosary via Zoom.
Password- U20J6Y
Meeting ID- 84113113175

-

200m

www.stceclia.com

St. Ceclia Iselin

K facebook

u YouTube St.Cecelia Church, Iselin



SPANISH SECTION

SECCION EN ESPANOL

PERSONAL PARROQUIAL
Fr. Deniskingsley Nwagwu, S.D.V.
Administrador
pastorofstcecelia@gmail.com
Fr. Cyril Adim Offiong, S.D.V.
Vicario parroquial
freyrilstcecelia@gmail.com
Diacono Anthony Pepe
Permanente Diacono

Claudia Pena
Contadora / secretaria
Habla espafiol
cpenastcecelia@gmail.com
Karyn Shaw
Secretaria
cpenastcecelia@gmail.com
Sr. Anna Tran, SCC
Lider catequético parroquial
stcre@yahoo.com

Maria Leonor Llorin-McTague
Director del ministerio de musica
Maria Campos
Ministerio Social y Despensa de Alimentos

Horario de Misa y
Confession

TIEMPOS DE CONFESION
Sabado 9:00 am—10:30 am y 3:15—4:15 pm

TIEMPOS DE MISA

Lunes-Viernes 7:00 & 9:15am en Inglés
Séabado 8:00 am & 4:30 pm
Domingo 7:30am, 9:30am,11:30am &
1:30pm (Espafiol)
El primer viernes NO hay misa a las
9:15am SOLO 7:00 am y 7:00 pm

HORARIO DE LA TIENDA

DE REGALOS
Lun—Jueves  10:00 am—1:00 pm
Viernes Cerrados
Séabado 3:00 pm—=6:00 pm
Domingo 10:00 am—1:00 pm

El horario puede variar, llame antes de venir

Tiempo de Renovadié

SACRAMENTOS
REGISTRACION:
Para obtener cartas testimoniales, formularios de patrocinio para los
sacramentos, cartas de recomendacion o referencia de carécter se necesita
inscribir a la parroquia. Por favor de llamar a la parroquia para mas
informacién.
PARA LA PRIMER COMUNION/CONFIRMACION Y RICA:
Comuniquese con la oficina al (732)283-2300.
MATRIMONIO:
Por favor de llamar a la oficina para discusiones de Pre-Cana antes de fijar
fecha de boda. Arreglos se deben hacer por lo menos un afio de
anticipacion a la boda. Llame a la oficina al (732)283-2300
MINISTERIO A LOS ENFERMOS:
Si alguno de sus seres queridos necesita la Uncién de los Enfermos, o
Extremauncion. Por favor llame a la Oficina Parroquial en cualquier
momento. jLos sacerdotes estan siempre disponibles! Las llamadas de
comunién regulares a los enfermos, ancianos o confinados en el hogar
deben organizarse con anticipacion.
BENDICION DE LA CASA
Si le gustaria tener una visita a un hogar o una bendicion, por favor llame a
la Oficina Parroquial al (732)283-2300.
BENDICION DE OBJETOS RELIGIOSOS
Si desea que su imagen, Rosario, 0 otro objeto religioso sea bendecido. Por
favor de colocar en la mesa cerca del altar antes de la misa.
BAUTISMO:
Bautizos son celebrados los domingos a las 12:30pm
Comuniquese con la oficina al (732)283-2300 para obtener
mas informacién.

1. Por favor de traer el certificado de nacimiento del nifio/nifia.

2. Los nombres completos del los Padrinos.

3. De los Padrinos se requerira una carta de Elegibilidad de su parroquia.

4. Los Padres y Padrinos se deben registrarse para poder asistir clases Pre-
Bautismales. Esta sesién brindara la oportunidad de crecer en nuestra
comprension de este Sacramento.

Quilificaciones para Elegibilidad de Padrinos:

Deben ser por lo menos 14 afios de edad. Tener los 3 Sacramentos:
Bautizo, Primer Comunién, Confirmacion. La ley de la Iglesia exige que un
patrocinador para el Bautismo y la Confirmacion debe ser un Catdlico
Confirmado activo. Un catolico activo es un feligrés que esta registrado,
asiste a misa semanalmente, contribuye al apoyo de la Iglesia, esta en un
matrimonio catélico valido y publicamente lleva una vida compatible con la
ensefianza de la Iglesia.

Tarjetas de Regalo
* Las tarjetas de regalo SCRIP es una manera facil de
T apoyar a nuestra iglesia Santa Cecilia a recibir un
@ M“ = m porcentaje de cada tarjeta comprada. Las tarjetas
estan disponible en el atrio después de todas las misas




PRIMER DOMINGO DE

= Cudaresma

26 DE FEBRERO DE 2023

EL MODELO DE FIDELIDAD DE JESUS

Cenizas y jardines, faltas y fidelidad, muerte y vida. Al entrar en la Cuaresma, se nos
invita a volver nuestros pensamientos, corazones y vidas hacia Dios y sus caminos,
a alejarnos de la muerte del pecado, que nos separa de Dios, y a abrazar el don de la
vida que se nos ofrece en Cristo, ahora y en la eternidad. Eva y Adan escucharon a
la serpiente y no a Dios, que les habia dado un jardin lleno de belleza y abundancia.
Por el contrario, Jesus se mantuvo firme ante la tentacion. En esta Cuaresma, reflex-
ionamos sobre las decisiones que tomamos en nuestra vida cotidiana, confiamos en
la misericordia de Dios cuando nos arrepentimos de nuestros pecados y reforzamos
nuestro compromiso de ser discipulos, siguiendo el modelo de fidelidad de Jesus.

ALEJARSE DEL PECADO

La Cuaresma es un tiempo en el que nos proponemos alejarnos del pecado y acer-
carnos a Jesus. Alejarnos del pecado nos obliga a admitir que no damos en el blanco
y que no vivimos como Dios quiere. El primer domingo de Cuaresma siempre incluye
un relato evangélico de Jesus enfrentandose a la tentacion en el desierto. Nétese
que no es una tentacion genérica la que JesuUs encuentra, ni tampoco nosotros.
Nuestras tentaciones son personales, areas de especial debilidad, situaciones en
las que, como Eva y Adan, podemos racionalizar y ceder al pecado en lugar de
mantenernos firmes en lo que sabemos que es correcto y justo. JesUs nos da un
modelo para hacer frente a la tentacién: apoyarnos en la sabiduria y la verdad que se
encuentran en la Sagrada Escritura y en la tradicion docente de la Iglesia para saber
lo que debemos hacer o no hacer. Sé fuerte y sabe que el Sefior esta contigo cuando
te propongas ser fiel.

Mateo 4:1

CONFiA EN LA MISERICORDIA DE DIOS

“Ten piedad, Sefior, porque hemos pecado”. El estribillo del Salmo responsorial de
hoy da voz a nuestra conviccion de que Dios es bueno y nos recuerda que podemos
confiar en la misericordia de Dios mientras afrontamos nuestro pecado, buscamos
el perddn y nos proponemos evitar pecar en el futuro. Cuanto mas profundamente
crecemos en nuestra relacion con Cristo, mas seguros estamos del amor de Dios.
Arraigados en este amor, podemos admitir nuestros fallos y confiar en que Dios
siempre desea estar cerca de nosotros, atrayéndonos hacia la vida abundante. La
Cuaresma es un buen momento para

buscar la misericordia y el perdon de

Dios en el sacramento de la reconcilia- LECTURAS DE HOY

cién. Podemos animarnos con la segu- Génesis 2:7-9, 3:1-7

ridad de que el perdon espera a nuestro Salmo 51 (50):3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 171
Copyright © J.S. Paluch Co. Inc. corazon arrepentido. Rom 5:12-19 [12’ S 9]

Photos: © Studio Multiverse / AdobeStock,
Leccionario © 1976, 1987, o)
i Mateo 4:1-11
Todos los derechos reservados.

En aquel tiempo, Jesus fue conducido
por el Espiritu al desierto,
para ser tentado por el demonio.
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SALMO RESPONSORIAL « February 19, 2023 February 20, 2022
Ten piedad de nosotros los pecadores, oh Sefior = | In-pew $ 7234800 In-pew $ 10,077.50
(Salmo 51 [30]). S | FaihDiect § 266225 FaihDiect § 251100
o | Total $ 1001025 Total $ 1258850
LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA o= - —
Lunes:  Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Sal 19 (18):8-10, 15; o Espiritu Catdlico 2023 Espiritu Catélico 2022
Mt 25:31-46
Martes: s 55:10-11; Sal 34 (33):4-7, 16-19; npew $ 160200 Inpew § 153600
' Mt 6:7-15 Faith $ 14200  Faith Direct $ 132.00
Miércoles: iocn131::12-91_%;28a1 51 (50):3-4, 12-13, 18-19; Direct $ 174400 Total $ 166800
Jueves: l;gfgCl\lﬁ,7lé7ljg, 23-25; Sal 138 (137):1-3, NUESTRA FASCINANTE FE
Viernes: Ez 18:21-28; Sal 130 (129):1-8; Mt 5:20-26 Cuaresma B
Sébado: Dt 26:16-19; Sal 119 (118):1-2, 4-5, 7-8; Una de las reformas litargicas ordenadas en el Concilio
Mt 5:43-48 Vaticano II fue la de restablecer el enfoque del tiempo de
Domingo: Gn 12:1-4a; Sal 33 (32):4-5, 18-20, 22; Cuaresma como tiempo de preparacion -o de renovacion-
2 Tim 1:8b-10; Mt 17:1-9 del bautismo. Los obispos del Concilio eran conscientes de
que los origenes de la Cuaresma como tiempo litirgico
QUIENES SOMOS Y DE QUIENES SOMOS distintivo se encontraban en los primeros siglos, cuando la
El tiempo de Cuaresma es una nueva invitacion a Iglesia celebraba los sacramentos de la iniciacion cristiana
explorar de nuevo quién es Dios, quiénes somos solo una vez al afo, en la Vigilia Pascual. Para preparar a
nosotros y qué significa ser humano. Comenzamos los que iban a recibir esos sacramentos, se desarrollo
escuchando la tragica historia de los primeros seres gradpalmente un period9 especial de preparacion (que
humanos en el libro del Génesis. Como describe Pablo | | lego a durar cuarenta dias). o
en Romanos, nuestras luchas comenzaron cuando En la época del Concilio Vaticano II, el caracter iniciatico
nuestros antepasados rompieron el vinculo de unidad de la Cuaresma se habia 91V1dado hace‘tlempo, y se habia
con Dios, buscaron la autosuficiencia y se apartaron de COl’lVGI’tldO. cnun §1mple_tlempo de penitencia ceptrado en
su verdadero propésito e identidad. En el Evangelio de | |1a renovacion espiritual individual. La introduccién del
Mateo, vemos como Jests se resiste a la tentacion de Rito de Iniciacion Cristiana de Adultos y la revision del
vivir fuera de la unidad con Dios. Jests rechaza las Leccionario después del Concilio han cambiado todo esto.
falsas promesas de posesioneS, poder y estatuS. En AhOI‘a, laS lecturas domlnlcales de la CuaI’eSI’na S€
cambio, pone su vida en manos de su Padre. Como seleccionan cuidadosamente teniendo en cuenta el camino
modelo para vivir como una persona plenamente de los que se preparan para ser iniciados en la Ylglha
humana, Jestis demuestra que hemos sido creados para | | Pascual. Una vez mas, se Plde a toda la comumdad que
vivir en relacion con Dios y confiar en él, y en armonia haga'penltenma 20 SOhd?‘rldad con 105' candidatos al
con y para toda la creacion. Bautismo, la Confirmacion y la Eucaristia.
c@OUIEESEA Los & PILARES DE CUARESMA

CUARESMA? -~
= P

Son los 40 dias antes de la Pasién, Muerte y .

Resurreccion de Jesus, basados en: los 40 \

afios que los israelitas caminaron por el desier- —_—

to y los 40 dias en los que Jesus fue tentando. ~ ~ ~
ORACION AYUNION EYNc LIMOSNA
Vivir en cercania ABST 1A Dar lo que
- FIESTAS DE CUARESMA iAo gs: e seafosti et
> 2 uniéndonos de en Miércoles de ayuda a
DOM. DE RAMOS ) La entrada de Jesus a Jerusalén iR S e, Ceniza y Viernes AT e S T
= = uniéndonos a su Santo. La abstinen- entrega
JUEVES SANTO ) La Ultima Cena y entrega de Jesus sacrificio en la cia se practica generosa de
Cruz. todos los viernes Cristo en la
VIERNES SANTO ) La muerte de JesuUs en la Cruz de Cuaresma. Cruz a todos

los hombres.
DOMINGO DE PASCUA ) iJesus resucita!

= - ABSTINENCIA
cCUANDO INICIA AVTO
® |
LA CUARESMA? UNA COMIDA @ NO COMER
AR (SOLO PESCADO)
La Cuaresma inicia el Miércoles de SRS
= Ceniza, donde recordamos nuestra OBLIGATORIO
10 mortalidad y nuestra necesidad de OBLIGATORIO DESDE DESDE LOS 14
% arrepentimiento por nuestras faltas. qu 18 HASTA LOS S9 ANOS DE EDAD
ANOS DE EDAD

“IHaz nuestro corazon semejante al tuyo” (Letanias al Sagrado Corazdn de Jesus) ) Catholic




Moraan catholicmatch
New Jersey
In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

* French Drains * Foundation Repair
* Mold Remediation

All Work Guaranteed

877-401-4777

morganbasementwaterproofing.com CatholicMatch.com/myNJ

M SAVE up to

= 606%

w/promo code

Cetholic Cres and Tours and The Apostiship

cUPPORT P Place Your Ad Here and
f

B Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

(o (0]~ N =1L 5 Bl = call us today at 860-309-1785 or email 5uppo't our Parish!

€ sileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

- - — | www.CatholicCruisesandlours.com

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert! Instantly create and
vAmbulance 24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY! &, = _-‘: i purchase an ad with
v:ﬂ FREE Shipping Solutions as Low as v B g . :

G?-
Hen mily FREE Activation
i3 dﬂn NO Long Term Contracts s 1 9“ amonth .\

Thils Button SAVES Lives!
As St (iP5, Loweest Prce Guaraniesd

. cALL NOW! 800.809.3352 cps Tracking wiFall Detection

Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

MDMedAlert EASY Set-up, NO Contract

Safe-Guarding Amenica’s Saniors Matiorwide! 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

ADT-Monitored
Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection
From a Name You Can Trust

Lic. #01670A

Burglary @ Flood Detection Since 1945
Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide ﬂ?ﬂ' E
A
y RAHWAY
i ot Ashorized | 5ofeStreets 833-287-3502 W
s COLLISAON SPECIALISTS » AL
Owen 5 Dunlgan & Co., Inc. CHARLES LADIS, President
o Plumbing & Heating « St. Lic. #7121 & 283
_'-;', Cert. Backflow Insp Lic #8714 41 West Inman Ave., Rahway, NJ 07065
w=Zw  732-634-0630 Woodbridge « James Juarez 732-388-1058 Fax 732-499-9604

NEVER MISS SUPPORT
SUPPORT  qup BULLETINI - OUR

PARISH
OUR PARISH

sponsor the printing of - amailed
our bulletin.
4lpi.com/adcreator

Local business ads SUBSCRIBE m

Visit www.parishesonline.com

@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 » Publication Support 1-800-388-4574 * www.4lpi.com 3t Cecelia, Iselin, NJ 03-4083



SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

, METROPARK CHIROPRACTIC
SPORTS REHAB

Thomas M. Cawley, D.C.,Chiropractor
38 years experience in Iselin « 5t. Cecelia’s graduate

1153 Green Street, Iselin, N.J. 08830
732-283-3995 » www.metroparkchiropractic.com

568 Middlesex Ave.
(RT 27)
METUCHEN
732-548-0149

é %Jm and sen
FUNERAL HOMES, INC.

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1900

Now Serving You From Three Locations

i1

——=
EDISON-FORDS

i

PERTH AMBOY

METUCHEN

319 Amboy Avenue 23 Ford Avenue 424 East Avenue
Metuchen, NJ 08840 Edison-Fords, NJOSS63  Perth Ambaoy, NI 08861
732-548-2134 1-800-649-0358 732-826-0358
Brendan J, Flynn, Jr.  Brendan J. Flynn, Ir James J. Flyan, IV
Manager Mariager Manager
NJ Lic. No. 4105 N Lic. N, 4105 NJ Lic, No. 4152

BOD-477-4574

WE'RE HIRING!

AD SALES EXECUTIVES
BE YOURSELF.

BRING YOUR PASSION,

WORK WITH PURPOSE,

» Haid tramning
» Sam travil

= Work-life balance
= Full-Time with bonatits
+ Serve your comimunity

Joseph V. Costello lll, Manager NJ Lic. No. 3670

SHQRT STAFFED?

andd Ivere to fitd new.
bniltaimt for your businats.

Al

www.star22home.com www.my5DB.com

KITCHENS * BATHRODMS o: (732) 369-6387
22 Plainfield Ave., Piscataway, NJ m: (732) 343-5450
Showroom & Design Center by Appoi

Green St. &
Cooper Ave.
ISELIN
732-283-0075

Protecting Seniars
Notionwide

| |
Medical Alert System'—

529 95/Mo. billed quarterly

* One Free Month

+ No long-Term

Contract
a * Price Guarantee

* Easy Self Installation

Call Today!
Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

660 New DoOVER Roap, Enpison, NJ 08820

0

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 * Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 & www.4lpi.com

5t Cecelia, Iselin, NJ 05-1083



