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(Lk 17:5-10) 

 The life of a slave – or servant – is a hard one.  Jesus describes the slave who 
after working all day in the field, returns home to yet further labor.  Moreover, 
Jesus says this is to be expected without complaint: at the end of the day, when you 
have done all you were commanded, say “I am an unworthy servant, I have only 
done my duty.”   

 It is significant that Jesus depicts two kinds of work in this example: the 
work in the field outside the home, and the work inside the home preparing the 
meal.  This represents one’s employment or job, and the household chores.  And 
the focus of the Gospel is on the household chores.   

 Both kinds of work are necessary and important, but the second kind is more 
significant, because whereas one’s work outside the home is to provide for the 
material needs of the family, the work inside the home is directly serving the 
personal needs of the “master.”   

 Outside the home, one is serving the “world,” working for a business and a 
boss in an impersonal way.  You are typically an “employee,” a number, hired for 
a function, and replaceable at any point.  The employment will seek to get its 
money’s worth out of you, leaving you drained and exhausted at the end of the day.  
And while in Christian societies one can find more personal, just, and humane 
business ethics, it still tends to be the exception.   

 Inside the home, one is serving the “master” more directly and immediately.  
Here, the work may be described as “ministering to someone’s needs.”  It is 
personal, an act of love and hospitality.  By taking care of the household tasks, one 
is providing a comfortable and hospitable place in which to live.   

 If you are married, the “master” is your spouse.  There is no room for a 
spouse ever to complain about having to serve the needs of husband or wife.  You 
are his/her servant, it is your “job.”  Likewise, if you are a parent, the “master” is 
your children.  It does no good to be upset that the needs of the children turn you 
into a slave, without freedom to do so many of the things you would love to do.  It 
is your duty and obligation to serve your “masters.”  By means this example, Jesus 
is teaching his disciples that service of others is a service of God.  By taking care 
of the needs of the family, one is directly serving God the true Master.   

 There are many demanding household tasks, such as laundry, cleaning, yard 
maintenance, and repairs.  But of all household chores, the most important is the 
meal, which in the Bible is always the context of covenant and friendship, the 
place where bodies and relationships are nourished.  In our culture we eat out a lot, 
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or buy convenience meals that are already mostly prepared.  Likewise, we allow 
television and other distractions to intrude into the table.  This is not good.  The 
Gospel describes the serving of the meal as one of focused attentiveness on the 
master: “wait on me.”  The focus needs to be personal, not simply mechanical.   

 Thus there is a great difference between the kind of labor involved in 
household chores, and the labor expended at one’s job.  The problem is the 
condition of exhaustion caused by the work “in the field.”  When the laborer 
returns home at the end of a long day behind the plough, he is tired and wants 
nothing more than to be able to rest and enjoy a hard-earned dinner, but it is not to 
be.  Now begins a second “job,” at the very time of being tired and drained.  Jesus 
does not permit the excuse of the first job preventing the second.  He 
acknowledges the fatigue, but insists that the servant take care of the master with 
love.  The second kind of work, in the home, is more important, and it is not to be 
avoided or overlooked, despite fatigue.   

 These days both parents often have a job, and public school dominates even 
more of children’s lives.  Everyone in the family must understand that despite 
external obligations, the home must be given priority, and the attention to basic 
chores – especially eating together – is a service which honors God, to which we 
are obliged.  Even when tired, these tasks are not to be omitted.   

 Thus Jesus stresses that we are servants, slaves.  Our lives are dominated by 
work, and the needs of others.  But in this we will find our peace.  God rewards 
any sacrifice made on His behalf.  God gives grace and strength to carry out 
superhuman effort.  God also sends His angels to help with the work, reminding us 
through little miracles here and there that He, though Master, is the highest servant 
of all.  Jesus said elsewhere, “Take my yoke upon your shoulders… my yoke is easy 
and my burden is light, and you will find rest” (Mt 11:30).   

 God requires hard work, but God also provides rest.  God makes it a 
commandment to set aside the 7th day as a sabbath of rest.  The Church gives us the 
Sunday precept: to attend Mass on the Lord’s Day, avoid all servile work, and 
spend the time in recreation with family.  We are to work hard for six days, taking 
care of all worldly work and household chores, so that we can be free on the Lord’s 
Day for Him.  This is not a nice idea or a suggestion, it is one of the most serious 
moral obligations we have, on pain of mortal sin (cf. Ex 20:8-11).  It is the 
Commandment by which we re-organize our schedules to put God and our family 
first, and give meaning to our work.   

 Let us take to heart the lesson of the Gospel this week.  No complaining 
about how exhausted we are, renewed emphasis on taking care of the important 
household chores, freeing up Sunday for worship and rest.   


