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(Lk 17:11-19) 

 I recently had the frustrating experience of switching phone and internet at 
the church office to a new service, a process that ended up taking 6 months and 
countless hours being shuffled among various departments of the telephone 
company, each time starting again with yet another entry level worker in some call 
center.  Many were useless and counter-productive.  Some were helpful.  In the 
end, a couple of them saw the project through and finally got everything working 
and errors corrected.  Hallelujah! 

 At which point we promptly continued on with the next task in the office.  
There was no additional follow-up, no final call to find and thank the hapless 
customer support person who pulled off the final miracle in that oppressively 
complicated company.   

 Call center customer support workers have a very high turnover rate.  They 
spend all day trying to help people who have problems and need something very 
badly, people who are often doubly frustrated by having been shuffled around, cut 
off after being placed on hold, and in general very angry and impolite.  And at the 
end of the day, after helping many receive a solution, there is rarely any thanks or 
appreciation.  “Ten were healed,” says Jesus, “does only one give thanks?  Where 
are the other nine?”   

 The lesson from the Gospel is the importance of thanking those who do good 
and help us.  And according to Jesus, nine times out of ten, we fail to do this.   

 A group of lepers came to Jesus for help.  In Biblical times, “leprosy” 
encompassed any number of infectious diseases.  The Law of Moses, set forth in 
the Book of Leviticus (Lv 13-14), specifies how the community is to quarantine 
and supervise these illnesses.  The Levitical priests are responsible for inspections 
and evaluation.  If someone’s condition improves, the priests will place them under 
observation for a time, and then make the judgment for readmission.   

 This group of lepers no doubt sought out many doctors, and looked for any 
possibility of being able to return to their families and work.  It is hard to imagine 
the kind of frustration and difficulty of being in that condition, and the bureaucratic 
and financial hurdles they had to face.  (Similar to the frustration today of dealing 
with hospitals, doctor’s offices, insurance, etc.).   

 They were excited to hear about Jesus, who won renown as a healer, only to 
have their hopes dashed when he told them what they had heard so many times 
from others: “Go show yourselves to the priests.”  Another day, another 
disappointment, another dead end.   
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 But Jesus was not simply blowing them off, ignoring or avoiding or handing 
them off to be someone else’s problem.  Jesus did have compassion, and he made 
their request a personal priority.  He obtained for them what they asked, and had 
been seeking in vain for many long and difficult years.  He sent them to the priests, 
not to get rid of them, but because this would indeed be the next thing they would 
have to do upon being healed.  And heal them he did.  Some time after their 
encounter with Jesus, all of a sudden, they found themselves cured.  Hallelujah!   

 How often, when we finally get what we want and need, and someone 
undertakes a valuable work for us, we keep moving on without any pause, and fail 
to go back and thank that person.  Only the Samaritan went back to thank Jesus.   

 We must remember to thank other people, and above all we must remember 
to thank God, who helps and heals us in countless ways.  We have no idea of 
everything God does for us, or how difficult it is to be healed and saved – although 
the Cross begins to reveal what it took on God’s part.  The fact is, by our sin we 
have a made a complicated mess of things, and there is no “solution” that can 
bypass our free will.  We may get frustrated and impatient at times, and feel that 
God is doing nothing, but this is not the case at all.   

 Let us open our eyes more fully, let us be a little more humble when 
approaching God for help, and above all let us be grateful for the lengths to which 
God goes on our behalf: the plan of salvation hammered out over centuries in the 
Old Testament; the Incarnation of the Son of God; the public work and revelation 
of Jesus; the Paschal Mystery of our Redemption through the suffering of the 
Cross; the Resurrection and glorification of our nature at the right hand of the 
Father; the outpouring of the Holy Spirit; the resurrection of the dead to come… 

 There are may things we do whenever we come to Mass; we confess our 
sins, we bring our petitions, but above all we come to Mass to give thanks.  This is 
the reason it is called the “Sacrament of the Eucharist,” which is the Greek word 
for “Thanksgiving.”  At the heart of the Mass is the great “Eucharistic Prayer,” 
which begins with the invitation, “Let us give thanks to the Lord,” to which we 
respond, “It is right and just!.”   

 In the Eucharist we give thanks to the Father, through Jesus, for what the 
Son of God has accomplished on our behalf.  The Eucharistic Prayer ‘remembers’ 
the great saving deeds of God, the Incarnation and Redemption, for which we 
praise the Father and the Son, through which we glorify the Father in the Son, from 
which we receive our healing salvation.  It is the perfect thanks.   

 Let us seek to be better this week, at expressing our gratitude, showing our 
appreciation not only to our fellow man, but above all to God.    


