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(2 Mc 7; Lk 20:27-38) 

 The second book of Maccabees recounts the terrible persecution of God’s 
People that took place in the time of the Greeks, about 150 years before Christ.  It 
is among the last books to be included in the Old Testament.  The evil king 
Antiochus Epiphanes tried to impose Greek culture and religion on the people, 
desecrating the holy temple with a pagan idol, and putting to death anyone who 
practiced the Law of Moses.   

 The first reading recounts one of many incidents of brave martyrdom in the 
face of unspeakable torture and violence.  A mother of seven sons, assembled 
before the community, sees them tortured to death before her eyes, before herself 
being killed.  Not only does she not try to protect her family from death by 
compromising her faith, she encourages her sons to abandon their life in this world, 
in order to regain it in the next.  Again and again, each of her sons professes his 
belief in the Resurrection of the Dead as he offers his life for the faith: “you are 
depriving us of this present life, but the King of the world will raise us up to live 
again forever” (2 Mc 7:9).  The belief in the Resurrection has specific reference to 
the body and its members: “It was from Heaven that I received [this tongue and 
these hands]; for the sake of his laws I disdain them; from him I hope to receive 
them again” (2 Mc 7:11).   

 Belief in the Resurrection of the Dead is still somewhat veiled in the earliest 
writings of the Old Testament such as the Pentateuch (though Jesus makes clear it 
is in fact very much present from the beginning), but it emerged more clearly in the 
teachings of the prophets, and by the time of the Greek era immediately preceding 
the Messiah, it was explicitly professed and affirmed by martyrdom.  The 
emergence of this belief in full strength is the culmination of the Old Testament, an 
important sign of the imminent arrival of the Messiah, for whom Resurrection is 
the fundamental goal, and upon which he will build his Kingdom.   

 The argument with the Sadducees stands out from most of the teachings of 
Jesus, because it is explicitly doctrinal in nature.  For the most part, Jesus’ 
teachings were given through parables, stories to help people understand the 
Kingdom of God and how to live according to that Kingdom.  In this passage, 
Jesus gives direct doctrine, including revelation about this mysterious future age.   

 The Sadducees are a prominent branch of Jews primarily in Jerusalem, 
whose understating of religion differs greatly from the more common Pharisees.  
They deny angels, the resurrection, and hold only the first five books (Pentateuch) 
of the Bible as inspired.  In a way clearly designed to mock the teaching on 
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resurrection, and it great witness (the Maccabean martyrdoms), the Sadducees 
speak of a woman married to seven brothers, who all die in fidelity to the Law of 
Moses.  How could there be a resurrection, since she was married to all seven?  If 
there is a resurrection, whose wife would she be?   

 The argument reveals the worldliness of the Sadducees, who see life only in 
terms of the body in this world.  Rather, life in this world is currently a preparation 
for the fullness of God’s plan of creation, which is something much greater than 
we currently enjoy.  It is precisely to facilitate marriage that this life is what it is, a 
time of mortality.  In God’s plan for creation, the fullness of spiritual beings 
requires the cooperation of one of his creatures, man.  Through marriage, man 
brings forth new persons in procreative cooperation with God.  Marriage and 
raising offspring in the family is therefore necessary in the present age, and its 
essential characteristic.   

 In the age to come, this process will be complete.  Therefore, marriage will 
have served its purpose and will no longer be necessary.  In the original plan for 
human life, man would not have suffered the death of the body as happened after 
sin.  The transition from this age to the next would have been different.  However, 
because of sin death has intervened.  Now, God will bring his plan to fulfillment in 
a different way, through death to Resurrection, as has been accomplished first by 
Christ.   

 The belief in the Resurrection of the Dead continues to define Christian life.  
The martyrdoms of the Maccabaean era presage the countless Christian martyrs 
who now give witness not only to a future promise of resurrection, but also a 
Resurrection that has already been accomplished, that of Christ.  Down through the 
centuries, Christians have given continual witness to the truth that the fullness of 
human life is not found in the present temporary phase, but in “the life of the world 
to come.”   

 And in addition to surrendering their bodies and lives through bloody 
martyrdom, Christians have also consecrated their bodies and lives to this mystery 
through unbloody celibacy and virginity – signs of the Kingdom to come, in which 
human marriage finds its fulfillment in the “wedding banquet of the Lamb.”   

 The belief in the Resurrection of the Dead is a strength in time of 
martyrdom, an incentive to chastity in marriage and the single life, and an 
encouragement in the face of illness, injury, or handicap that debilitates the body.  
We will receive this body back, whole and better than before, in all its true glory 
and strength.  May we be deemed worthy to attain to the coming age and to the 
resurrection of the dead (Lk 20:35).   


