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Christ the King (C) 

(Lk 23:35-43) 

 God came down from heaven to earth in the person of Jesus in order to 
reclaim the dominion over this world that was first entrusted to Adam and Eve in 
paradise, but which was lost when man handed over his life to the devil by his 
disobedience.  The devil usurped God’s reign over man, and Jesus refers to him as 
“ruler of this world” (Jn 12:31).  Jesus comes to cast him out, and reestablish 
God’s rightful dominion.  The “Kingdom of God” is the central focus of his 
preaching and miracles.1  It is symbolized and prefigured in the Bible by the 
Kingdom of David.   

 Yet even though this Kingdom is the main subject of his parables, and 
manifested by his miraculous signs, the one time people attempted to make him 
their king he fled into the mountains (Jn 6:15).  It was only at the very end, on the 
very last day of his mortal life, that Jesus was crowned, robed, enthroned, and 
publicly proclaimed to be a King in this world.  He was crowned with thorns, 
enrobed using a soldier’s cloak, and enthroned above his people on the cross.  For 
their part the soldiers were mocking him, but for his part and the Gospel, these 
actions were truthful.  And above all, it is the proclamation above his head that 
declares, through the highest authority on earth at the time (Pontius Pilate acts in 
the name of the Emperor Augustus, ruler of the whole world, through an official 
decree of the Roman Empire), the truth that Jesus is “King of the Jews.”  This 
decree is the legal basis for his execution.   

 Jesus only permits himself to be king in this world in this way at the very 
end.  The reason is because his Kingdom is not part of this corrupt and fallen 
world.  Earthly power and dominion is corrupted by pride, arrogance, abuse, and 
intrigue, and Jesus will have none of that.  The Kingdom of God will not be 
established and his rule will not be exercised by any political or military action.  
There will be no “side-by-side” competition, cooperation, or parallel with the 
kingdom of darkness.   

 Instead, the Kingdom of God will be entirely new, established through the 
Resurrection after his death, when Jesus ascends to the Father’s right hand in 
heaven.  The Kingdom of God is not established in this old fallen world.  It rather 
reestablishes completely anew the dominion that was lost in the fall.   

 When the good thief says to Jesus, “remember me when you come into your 
kingdom,” Jesus answers, “today you will be with me in paradise”  (Lk 23:43).  
The Kingdom of God is the restoration of paradise.  It is a kingdom of peace, love, 
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harmony, joy, and happiness.  There is no evil or darkness in this Kingdom.  It will 
be fully re-established in this world only when this world ends and a new world 
comes into being, at the second coming of Christ, at his return in glory, when there 
is a “new heaven and earth” (Rv 21:1).  Christ the King will vanquish all his 
enemies, shutting up the devil and his minions in hell, and the last enemy to be 
destroyed will be death (1 Cor 15:26).   

 In the meantime, the Church exists between the two Kingdoms.  Man is born 
into the old dominion, and through Baptism comes into the Kingdom of God.  The 
Rite of Baptism includes a renunciation of Satan and the Profession of faith.  It 
indicates that the Christian has formally entered into “rebellion” against his former 
lord.  Baptism begins a life-long struggle, in which the devil wages war against 
God’s faithful.  The Church is tasked with the mission to “baptize all nations” and 
transform them according to the Gospel.  At the same time, the devil works to 
destroy and overturn all the good Christianity tries to accomplish.   

 It is a big and daring thing we do on the day of baptism, when we renounce 
the kingdom of darkness.  The kingdom of the world will not passively tolerate 
such defection.  Christianity will be openly hated and opposed.  And the individual 
Christian will find himself with a great internal spiritual struggle, as the world 
exerts a powerful hold over his needs and desires.  The temptation to fall back is 
always there.  The devil wants nothing more than to reclaim what he believes is 
rightfully his, and bring the Christian down to hell with him, where because of his 
rebellion, the punishment will be much more than for a non-baptized soul.   

 Jesus said the Kingdom of God is not so much “out there” as it is “within 
you” (Lk 17:21).  It is not established by military force or any political process.  
And though it includes the submission of nations to the Gospel, it works above all 
by transforming hearts.  God must reign in one’s life, before He will reign as king 
of a nation.  It is “in here” that Christ must rule.  Every aspect of our life—our 
thoughts, desires, intentions, behavior—must be ordered according to the Gospel 
and subjected to the dominion of the Holy Spirit.  It is easy to say the words of the 
Baptism ritual, it is difficult to truly submit 100% of our life to Christ.   

 And yet this is precisely what is discovered in the saints: they possess the 
Kingdom of God, because they are possessed fully by Christ.  Though they are 
surrounded by difficulties and even subjected to persecution and martyrdom, they 
possess within themselves “Paradise,” as Jesus promised the good thief.  The 
mystery of the Kingdom of God is that even though we still live in a fallen world 
marked by evil and death, the saint of God has within himself a life of paradise: 
“love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, gentleness, self-control” and all the 
fruitfulness of the Holy Spirit.   
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 Jesus must be “Lord” not only in our hearts, but in our homes.  We may not 
be able to change a society or nation, but parents do have dominion over their 
home.  Within the four walls of their house, and the patch of ground surrounding it, 
on that piece of the earth they can and must “establish the Kingdom of God.”  
Empowered by God’s anointing through the sacraments of Confirmation and 
Matrimony, they can act in the full power of Christ to cast out evil, and protect 
their family from spiritual danger.  They can order their family life according to the 
Gospel, making of their home a place of “justice, love, and peace.”  Though it is a 
demanding struggle, even a war, it is possible with God’s grace to achieve 
something of paradise even in this life.  This is the power of Christ’s resurrection, 
already poured out through the Holy Spirit upon believers.   

 It is no surprise that the family is the “front lines” of the battle for the 
Kingdom of God.  The devil would lay waste any marriage he can, disrupt 
brotherly love, and corrupt every child of God he can have access to.  If families 
are strong in faith, and they carry those values into all aspects of civil society, it is 
not long before the nation comes to Christ.  The Bible proclaims throughout its 
story of salvation the incredible strength and enduring blessing of a patriarch who 
is faithful to God’s covenant: his faith has an impact upon several generations to 
come.   

 At the end of this Church year, let us look to the coming of Christ the King, 
and the establishment of his Kingdom, in our hearts and our homes.  Let us be 
loyal in our allegiance, and focused in our mission.  And though the Kingdom 
appears in this world often through a crown of thorns and mocking robe, let us 
have no doubt of what it will look like in the next.   

 


