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(Lk 10) 

 On this 4th of July weekend we celebrate this great country that we belong 
to, which has been a great world leader and has done much to establish peace and 
overcome tyranny.  The news is reminding us that we remain under threats of 
being attacked by terrorism, and that every day American soldiers are being killed.  
These are ongoing reminders that we are in a state of war.  We sometimes forget.   

 We also sometimes forget that the Church is always in a state of war.  We 
are called the “Church Militant.”  

 As long as we are in the world, we are fighting an enemy who will oppose 
the Kingdom of God at every step.  When Jesus looks out over the world he sees 
that an enemy holds power, and he knows that his soldiers will have to go out into 
that world to claim it for the Kingdom of God.  “I am sending you out like lambs 
among wolves, he tells them.”  Today’s Gospel reading is about the first wave of 
soldiers trained by Jesus to go out into battle.   

 The first round was a great success, as the disciples returned to Jesus 
rejoicing in their victory over evil!  Through the centuries, wave after wave of 
Christians have gone into the world to claim it for Christ.  At times big advances 
were made, at times a lot of territory was lost.  We are living in a society where the 
Church is losing.  Many people are falling away from the Church.  Many countries 
that used to be completely Catholic now have 10% Mass attendance.   

 Even in our own parish and city we see that Catholics are not gaining 
ground.  Instead of transforming our society and making a positive difference, at 
every step we seem to be giving in to the world, and compromising.  We 
compromise with abortion, we compromise with divorce, we compromise with 
shopping on Sundays, we compromise with removing God and prayer from the 
public sphere.   

 A lot of people don’t like to talk about war and battles and fighting.  They 
say we are a religion of peace, and we must always avoid provoking conflict.  It is 
true, we are a religion of peace, and Jesus told his disciples the first words they 
must speak are “Peace be with you.”   

 We do believe in peace, but worldly peace is not like God’s peace.  “Peace I 
leave you, my peace I give you.  Not as the world gives peace do I give peace” (cf. 
Jn 14:27).   

 The lord and ruler of this world is the devil (cf. Jn 12:31), and he continually 
makes war on the followers of Jesus (Rv 12:17).  We want peace, but we cannot 
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negotiate with the devil because he is a liar.  We cannot appease him because he is 
full of hatred and malice.  Instead, he must be defeated, as Jesus says in the 
Gospel: “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven” (Lk 10:18, also Rv 12:9).   

 So we must never forget that we are in a war, and therefore we must never 
give in to the temptation to compromise with the world for the sake of “peace with 
the devil.”   

 We are in a war and need to be well-trained and ready for the battle.  Our 
fighting will not be through guns and swords, however.  St. Paul reminds us, “we 
are not fighting against flesh and blood, but against the principalities and powers, 
against the world-rulers of this present darkness, against the spiritual hosts of 
wickedness in the heavenly places” (Eph 6:12).  Our battle is a spiritual one.   

 In the Gospel we see how Jesus assembles, organizes, and trains his army for 
this war.  Jesus sends out the soldiers in pairs.  We never fight alone.  Jesus always 
makes sure we have spiritual support and friendship to get through the challenges.   

 Jesus also says to travel light.  If we have too many possessions to carry, we 
get weighed down, and we won’t be able to fight well.  If we have too much 
money, it will be much easier for the enemy to beat us in battle.  If you look at the 
great saints, like St. Francis or Mother Teresa, they always traveled as light as 
possible, freeing themselves from unnecessary things.   

 Jesus tells us exactly where the front lines of the battle are: Jesus sends his 
soldiers to the homes.  It is there the disciples discover their power and authority to 
overcome evil.  The greatest spiritual battles are not fought in Washington D.C., 
but in each of our homes.   

 There are many lessons for us in today’s Gospel.  The world today is still 
like Jesus’ day: it is standing ready to be claimed for the Kingdom of God.  The 
harvest is great, but the laborers are few.  We have lots of potential laborers in the 
Church, but I don’t think we are very good missionaries in general.  We are losing 
ground in society.   

 Right here in our own parish and city, “the harvest is great.”  Just like the 
Gospel, Jesus has sent two missionary priests here to this parish family, this 
particular household of faith.  Fr Gabriel and I will try to follow Jesus’ 
instructions, and bring the peace of Christ to all who belong to this parish, to 
announce to everyone who lives here the Kingdom of God, and to heal the sick and 
expel the demons.  As priests, we share the power of the 72, who were given 
authority over evil, authority to bless, to forgive sins, to teach and preach, to help 
people learn about Jesus.   
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 But it is not just the two priests here who are ordained and sent to do God’s 
work in this parish.  Jesus also wants the parishioners, especially the married 
couples, to help proclaim the Reign of God.   

 Marriage is another sacrament that “ordains” two followers of Christ and 
“sends” them out to do his work.  Each family of our parish lives in a home, where 
they do the work of the Christian life in their own household.  Our parish 
community is one big family household, but each of our Catholic homes is a 
“domestic Church.”   

 Through marriage, husband and wife must work together like a team to bring 
the peace of Christ into their home.  They need to announce the Kingdom of God 
to their children, and use the authority God has given them to overcome the power 
of evil.   

 There are many evils, Satan is always active, looking for ways to corrupt 
people.  He seeks to overthrow the authority of parents, and destroy the lives of 
children by leading them away from God.   

 Parents have to fight to protect their families from this evil.  They need to be 
very careful about the false values that can come into their home through 
television, or if their children are associating with the wrong friends who do not 
share Christian values.  Sending their children to Catholic school is one way to 
build a strong foundation, and prepare the children to grow up strong in their love 
and service to God.   

 Husband and wife must also work hard to keep their marriage strong, and 
not let the devil undermine their love for each other.   

 It takes a lot of effort to do God’s work, and we need discipline and training 
to be God’s soldiers.  We need to get rid of the things that we don’t need, and that 
slow us down spiritually.  A good soldier works hard and lives a very disciplined 
life to stay in shape.  The same is true for our spiritual warfare in society.   

 Fr. Gabriel and I look forward to doing the work of Jesus here in this parish 
family.  We will do everything possible to bring the blessings and power of God 
into the lives of our parishioners and our neighborhood.   

 I want to ask every parish family to do the same in your own household.  
Jesus says to ask the Harvest Master to send out laborers for the vineyard.  I am 
asking the harvest master to send each of you as his laborers into this city, so that 
we may reap a great harvest for the Kingdom of God.   

 We call ourselves “Christ the King” parish.  The real question is, whether 
Christ is actually ruling as King in our lives and in our homes?   


