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 A few Sundays ago the Gospel described how Jesus and his disciples were 
not received in a Samaritan village, and how James and John wanted to call down 
fire on them (Lk 9:51-56).  Jews and Samaritans, though they were “neighboring” 
people, did not get along, and were openly hostile to each other.  Rather than 
condemn the Samaritans for their inhospitality however, Jesus rebuked James and 
John for their lack of neighborliness (Lk 9:56).  Today Jesus deliberately uses the 
example of a Samaritan to answer the scribe’s question, “Who is my neighbor?” 

 Prejudice, animosity, discrimination, even hostility among groups of people 
who are different from each other, is something almost all of us have experienced 
at some point.  It is an ugly thing, but it is one of the consequences of the fall, and 
of the tower of Babel.  Natural divisions of language and race are exacerbated by 
sin and result in the alienation of man from his fellow man.   

 Yet the miracle of Pentecost overcomes these barriers in the Catholic 
Church, which unites all tongues.  In the parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus 
reiterates the fundamental Christian teaching that all men are neighbors.  Indeed, 
for a Catholic the other person is not merely a neighbor, but a brother.  Baptism is 
the antidote to prejudice, Christianity is the healing of the wounds of division.  The 
Apostles, therefore, in carrying out the mandate of Christ to preach the Gospel, 
went out from Jerusalem and Judea first to the Samaritans, and then to the nations 
of the all the world (Acts 1:8).  The reconciliation of Jew with Samaritan as true 
neighbors is the very first test of Christianity and the power of the Holy Spirit!   

 Jesus does not like the scribe’s loaded question, “And who is my neighbor?” 
As he often does when teaching, Jesus does not answer the question directly, but 
turns it upside down.  After teaching the parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus 
rephrases the question back to the scribe in a different way: “Which one of the 
three was neighbor to the injured man?”  The issue is not who (out there) I should 
deem worthy of my love and respect, but rather what kind of love and respect I 
have for people (out there).   

 It is like the man who dutifully opened the door for a lady allowing her to 
enter first.  But being one of these modern feminists, she felt insulted and offended 
saying, “I don’t need you to open the door for me because I’m a woman!”  To 
which the man responded, “I did not open the door for you because you are a 
woman, but because I am a gentleman.”   
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 Chivalry is a distinctively Christian practice imposed by the teaching of 
Christ, which trains Christians to conquer the hostile spirit that alienates man from 
his neighbor.  James and John were too quick to condemn the Samaritans, focused 
only on their own indignation.  Jesus on the other hand always had a chivalrous 
solicitude and gracious patience for others, especially the lost sheep who were not 
members of the flock yet.  He never saw them as enemies, or inferiors.   

 Thus it is that Christ imposes upon Christians the obligation to be first in the 
practice of neighborliness.  Hostility is a two-way street: others may isolate and 
call us names, but what have we actually done to approach them in a spirit of 
kindness?  Or do we respond in kind?  When there are situations of prejudice, 
unkindness, or discrimination, this is never justification for doing likewise.  A 
Christian must always rise above those tendencies, and not allow one act of 
injustice to cause another.  Ultimately it is Christ who is the Good Samaritan, the 
one who goes out of his way to stop and help the fallen injured man.  Where the 
law of the Old Testament is limited and fails, being limited only to the people of 
Israel (the priest and Levite pass by the man unable to help him), the new covenant 
of Christ suffices for the healing and salvation of all men, and the reconciliation of 
man to man.   

 Let us therefore strive to put into practice this fundamental teaching of 
Christ which makes us Catholic: not simply seeing all others as our neighbor, but 
truly being a neighbor to all others.   

 


