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(Ecc 1-2; Lk 12:13-21) 

 When I served at Christ the King parish we had a small school that required 
much hard work and sacrifice, and very careful management of every penny, to 
ensure that we had enough to pay bills and renovate buildings.  This was 
particularly challenging given the small size of the inner-city parish, and its lack of 
resources.  Nevertheless, when I was finally transferred, the bank account had 
$100,000 in savings.   

 Management was taken over by the diocese, and the new administration 
immediately blew through those hard-earned savings.  The year after that, the 
principal walked off the job, and the school was shut down.  “Vanity of vanities! 
Here is one who has labored with wisdom and knowledge and skill, and yet to 
another who has not labored over it, he must leave property. This also is vanity 
and a great misfortune” (Ecc 2:21).   

 Looking back, if there is one thing I would have done differently, it would 
have been to spend that extra money on ourselves, on the hardworking staff and 
students, who sacrificed so much to be there in the first place: “You fool! … the 
things you have prepared, to whom will they belong?” (Lk 12:20)  Lesson learned.   

 We saved for the future, which did not exist.  Jesus calls us to live in the 
present, which is all we actually have: “Give us this day our bread for the day” (Lk 
11:3).  Jesus calls us to live with joy and peace, free from anxiety over things, 
money, possessions.  “A man’s life does not consist in abundance of  possessions” 
(Lk 12:15).  Material goods are there to serve life, not become the burden of life.  
We are supposed to “rest, eat, drink, be merry” – God commands this very thing 
by setting aside the Sabbath each week and to do no work on the Sabbath.  But 
unlike the foolish man in the parable, joyful resting is something we must do now, 
not in some unguaranteed future which may never arrive.  This is not a selfish 
view, it is the very purpose of life.  God desires that we enjoy life, in the here and 
now, particularly with regard to the banquet of love and relationships.   

 “Take care to guard against all greed” (Lk 12:15).  Greed or Avarice is a 
capital sin that prevents man from enjoying life.  It is the compulsion for goods, the 
possessiveness over things stemming from insecurity and fear, or the will for 
selfish pleasure.  The miser is a greedy person, who knows not how to live.  Thus it 
is foolish to slave away and build up savings, when someone else will end up 
squandering it.   

 



-2- 

 On the other hand, we must not be like the parish to which I was transferred 
after Christ the King.  This parish was “rich,” with Sunday collections five times 
the size of Christ the King.  Upon arrival, not only was the bank account empty, 
there was a stack of unpaid bills almost $30,000, and unpaid taxes to the diocese.  
The parish was bankrupt, run into the ground like a “Ponzi scheme,” the pastor 
funneling even designated funds (such as money given for parking lot, or future 
Mass intentions) to personal projects, family, and “friends,” and each new project 
fundraiser used to stave off the bill collectors.  Also due to greed, it was an epic 
financial calamity.  This too, is not the freedom and joy to which the Lord calls us.   

 “Virtus stat in media.”  Virtue lies in the middle path, between the excess of 
graft, debt, and theft, and the defect of miserliness.  We must work hard and 
receive with thanksgiving the blessings sufficient for the day, and then put these 
resources to good use so that life may be fully enjoyed as the Bible defines joy: 
Sabbath rest in the Lord, love of neighbor, hospitality.   

 Jesus’ parable does not deny the need for barns to store the summer harvest 
for winter time, it criticizes the vanity and waste of building barns larger than 
necessary.  Savings are a necessary and important part of responsible living.  How 
much one needs to set aside depends on one’s vocation and responsibilities.  A 
parish and school needs a clear budget plan, with sufficient savings to allow for 
unforeseen expenses.  A family household likewise needs to plan carefully for 
expenses and needs so that the parents are not living in anxiety from “paycheck to 
paycheck.”  Designated funds for an upcoming expense (such as a church building 
project, or a child’s college education) need to be set aside and saved in a 
disciplined way until they are ready to be spent, avoiding unnecessary loans and 
irresponsible debts.  The needs of a Franciscan vowed to poverty will be very 
different from the needs of father of four, and the pastor of a large parish with a 
school.  In all cases, however, the Lord urges us to use wisely the material things 
of earth, placing them in service to the spiritual needs of man.   

 As long as we have the basic daily necessities for our mission (family, 
church, religious life), it is irrelevant beyond that whether we have much or little.  
A small poor parish can end up have greater material advantage than a large rich 
one.  What is important is being “ rich in what matters to God” (Lk 12:21).  “To 
whom more is given, more will be required” (Lk 12:48).     

 Let us take to heart the challenge of today’s Gospel, and examine carefully 
the amount and purpose of our savings, with a view to living life fully and joyfully, 
and using the good things of the earth to benefit our destiny which is eternal.   

 


