
Rev. Glen Mullan Banquet of Humility September 1, 2019  
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time (C) 

(Lk 14:7-14) 

 Pier Frassati (1901-1925) was a young man who lived a hundred years ago 
in a large Italian city (Turin).  He was a handsome youth, an athlete, an avid hiker.  
At a time of political upheaval in Italy, he was involved in Catholic movements 
seeking to promote Catholic values in society.  His parents were very wealthy and 
important, owners of a prominent newspaper in the city.   

 It was a great tragedy when he suddenly contracted the polio virus and died 
in his mother’s arms at the age of 24.  As the family prepared for his funeral, 
relatives, friends, politicians, and important people paid their respects.  But then 
others also began to arrive in the neighborhood at the house, people from all over 
the city: poor, unknowns.  Hundreds arrived.  A thousand.  Then several thousand.  
The family was shocked, and dumbfounded.   

 For many years their son practiced a penance.  Instead of taking the public 
transportation, he would give that money to the poor, and walk instead.  He had 
walked all over the city.  And he did not simply walk to pass through sections, he 
came to know the people he encountered, of all stripes.   

 Pier Frassati manifested the quality Jesus describes in the Gospel parable of 
the wedding banquet, a quality he himself possessed: humility.   

 There are two sides to humility.  Jesus says, “he who humbles himself will be 
exalted, and he who exalts himself will be humbled” (Lk 14:11).  On the one hand, 
to humble yourself means to lower or abase yourself in your estimation.  To not 
think more of yourself than you truly are.  But more importantly, humility means 
raising others, putting others first, allowing others to go before.  It means honoring 
others, having the freedom to allow the greatness of others to go ahead of your 
own, the way Jesus urges his followers to go to the lowest place at the banquet, 
allowing everyone else to be higher.   

 This is the quality which Pier (following his Lord) manifested to everyone 
he met.  They were important, acknowledged, honored in some way.  Pier, like 
Jesus, immediately recognized in others the qualities of goodness and worth that 
needed to be drawn out and highlighted, so that people came away from the 
eccounter blessed.  Somehow, this average and unassuming youth found a way to 
honor a substantial part of the population of his city, in an individual and personal 
way, such that each one felt great sorrow at the news of his death, and had to do 
likewise, paying respect and honor in return.   

 It didn’t end there.  That crowd then went to the Archbishop to petition that 
Pier be exalted by the Church, and canonized among the saints of heaven, an action 
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which was fulfilled when Pope John Paul II beatified blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati 
in 1990. “He who humbles himself,” says the Lord, “will be exalted.”  The host 
will invite him to move higher, and he will enjoy the esteem of all the companions 
at the banquet.   

 The banquet which Jesus describes is heaven, but it already begins in our 
lives on earth.  Christ set forth this banquet at the Last Supper, in the Eucharist, but 
it was a banquet he prepared in all of his public ministry.  It is the banquet of his 
love, to which all are invited and in which all are ennobled.   

 We too, are called to share this banquet of Christ’s love with others.  Our 
love is to be the love of Christ, and others are to benefit from this love which is 
revealed in our lives.  But in order to make our lives a banquet of love, we must 
have humility, seeking always to give, build up, lift up; and not take, possess, or 
tear down.   

 This, then, is our “homework” for the upcoming week following the lesson 
of the Gospel; to honor those we meet in a spirit of humility.  Beginning with your 
spouse and family, seek to build up others, recognize in them the qualities which 
make them important and worthy of love.  Show them honor and respect, be like 
the host in the parable who honors his guests by preparing a banquet for them.   

 


