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(Mt 4:12-23) 

 Jesus began his public ministry in Galilee, the ancient tribal region of 
Zebulun and Naphtali, which long ago had been invaded and dispersed.  This land, 
which was formerly part of the Kingdom of Israel, had fallen into darkness and 
paganism; it had become a “land overshadowed by death.”  Jesus came here to 
begin the work of re-establishing the Kingdom of God. 

 Likewise today, our land was formerly more Christian, but has fallen into 
the darkness of paganism and pagan practices.  On January 22, 1973, with the 
supreme court decision legalizing abortion, it became a “land overshadowed by 
death.”  The Church must now follow in the footsteps of Jesus, “proclaiming the 
Gospel of the Kingdom” and saying, “repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.”  Being pro-life means bringing light to a people who dwell in darkness.   

 As Catholics we need to be rooted in the simple truth that human life is 
sacred, so that we can easily testify and remind others of this truth.  Life comes 
from God.  Though He works through the love of a man and woman, it is God who 
creates a human soul, and miraculously “knits together” the limbs of the new 
organism in the hidden depths of his mother’s womb, before others are even aware 
this has taken place (Ps 139).  Long before the baby sees the light of day for the 
first time, God already knows all the days of the child’s life.  Truly we are 
fearfully, wonderfully made (Ps 139).   

 Moreover, as Catholics we remember how the Son of God became true man 
in the womb of the Virgin Mary at the time of the Annunciation.  Man exists as 
man from the womb.   

 Man is created is God’s image and likeness.  That is to say, he is a person 
with intelligence and free will.  This dignity has innate rights and responsibilities 
that are not given by man or the state, but that come from God, by virtue of his 
creation.  First among these is the right to life.  These rights pertain to man from 
the moment he is a human being, which occurs at the time of conception.  The state 
has the obligation to secure and uphold these rights in legal fashion.  To deny them 
is injustice.  Every man was once a tiny unborn child within the womb.  The same 
man who now enjoys the protection of legal rights while living in the world, has 
the right to this enjoyed life from the womb.  It is as offensive to take someone’s 
life now after he is born, as it would be to take that same person’s life before he 
was born.   

 This is truth, and it must be repeated and remembered, so that it can be 
shared.  The media, the liberal political establishment, Hollywood, Planned 
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Parenthood, and others with power and influence in society work overtime to 
create a false narrative, built on lies, that twists and distorts the reality of abortion 
in order to justify it.  In order to bring light to darkness, this effort must be 
challenged, particularly in the way words and concepts are twisted.   

 Abortion is justified under the guise of being “pro-choice.”  This must be 
challenged, because the choice involved is the death of a child.  Catholics too are 
“pro-choice” in that we must always choose life, and in that we recognize that 
whenever a new human life exists, God has in fact made a choice.   

 The supreme court legalized abortion under the guise of a woman’s “right to 
privacy.”  There is no such right enshrined anywhere in the Constitution or Bill of 
Rights.  It is unconstitutional mental gymnastics, a blatant lie.  The Roe v. Wade 
decision denies legal “personhood” to the unborn, and therefore any protection of 
the law.  No other right can supersede the first and fundamental right to one’s life.   

 Abortion is often presented under the guise of “healthcare,” described as a 
“woman’s health” issue.  This is a lie, which depicts the unborn child as some kind 
of disease or tumor that can be removed.  Abortion is extremely unhealthy for the 
mother, and it violates the Hypocratic Oath with regard to the child in utero.   

 Abortion is often argued as a right because “it is my body.”  We do have 
stewardship for our bodies.  But this language too is deceptive, because it fails to 
acknowledge that the new life in the womb is “someone else’s body.”  We may 
have a right to use our bodies as we see fit, but not when it would harm or destroy 
someone else’s body.   

 Thus we need to give witness to the truth, and clarify the deliberate 
confusion being created.  We must also oppose those misguided Catholics who try 
to minimize the singular importance of abortion over other issues, by speaking of it 
only as part and parcel of bigger pro-life message that includes capital punishment 
and service to the poor.  All other moral and social issues have secondary elements 
to them allowing for different options and applications.  I.E. there are “grey areas” 
that need clarification.1  Abortion, on the other hand, is completely “black and 
white.”   

 Our witness and example must extend to the political sphere, both as voters, 
and as Catholic politicians.  Unlike other issues, this one is a sine qua non, because 
it pertains the to the unjust violation of a fundamental human right. A Catholic 
cannot positively support a pro-abortion politician, and a Catholic politician who 

                                                 
1 For instance, Capital Punishment is an entirely different social and moral issue, in that God has given to civil 
authority the power of the sword to punish wrong-doers up to and including capital punishment (cf. Gn 9:5-6, Rm 
13:1-4, Jn 19:10-11).  Abortion, on the other hand, is the usurpation of God’s dominion over another’s life, the 
crime of murder, the direct and intentional killing of an innocent person.   
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supports the legalization of abortion denies his faith, loses his soul, and opposes 
God (Mt 16:26).  In today’s Gospel, and especially again in the Sermon on the 
Mount (Mt 5:14-16), Jesus makes clear that his followers are to follow in his 
footsteps by bringing light to those in darkness.     

 In addition to this public apologetic witness to the dignity of life, Catholics 
need to give personal moral example.  If we wish to uphold the Fifth 
Commandment, which enjoins the respect of life, we must be zealous to the keep 
the Sixth Commandment, which enjoins the respect of marriage and the 
transmission of life.  A child is to be conceived in marriage, because a child has the 
natural right to the stable and secure love of his mother and father.  The power to 
procreate (i.e., cooperate with God the Creator in bringing forth new life), is a 
great power.  But with it comes tremendous responsibility and demand.  Its 
exercise requires sacrifice, discipline, self-control, and above all, marital license.   

 The biggest challenge to overturning Roe v. Wade is not the legal and 
rational arguments.  It is the practical reality that abortion serves as the back up for 
those times when contraception fails or was not used.  That is to say, sexual 
activity is viewed and engaged in a fundamentally immoral way, disconnected 
from the obligation of marriage and procreation of children.  Abortion is kept legal 
in order to be able to violate the Sixth Commandment at will.  When Catholics fail 
to support God’s laws with regard to marriage, they undermine the Church’s 
mission to “proclaim the Gospel of the Kingdom” and call people to repentance.   

 Catholics must therefore be the first to repent of their own sins, including 
this most serious of all sins, and be willing to undertake penance and reparation for 
the sins of others, as Jesus the “Lamb of God” himself did.   

 One important aspect of that reparation and penance is the willingness to 
make personal sacrifice in order to welcome and raise the child in a difficult 
circumstance.  Adoption, foster parenting, even baby sitting are such examples.  
Likewise the countless examples of selfless risk and heroism in those situations 
where pregnancy results in serious health or medical concerns.   

 If there is any singular effective way to proclaim the Gospel of the Kingdom 
of God today, to a world living in darkness, it is by means of this issue.  Nothing 
clarifies more the truth of God, the truth of man, the destruction caused by sin and 
selfishness, and the need for repentance.   

 Let us go with Jesus to reclaim a land overshadowed by death, that a people 
who sit in darkness may see a great light.   

 


