
Rev. Glen Mullan Quest of the Magi January 5, 2020  
Epiphany A 
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 Like the Magi, we come to this Church, “Beth-lehem” (“House of Bread”) to 
worship the Christ Child with our treasures of Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh.  We 
bring gold in that we dedicate all our material resources to the Kingdom of God, 
symbolized by our tithe.  We bring frankincense in that we offer through prayer the 
total oblation of our heart.  We bring myrrh in that we offer our trials and 
sufferings, our lives in their entirety from beginning to end.   

 Like the Magi, we have found Christ who is the goal of our life’s journey, 
the One who is the truth of God’s presence in the world, the One alone who is 
worthy of worship and adoration.  Man was created for God, to find and worship 
Him.  Here in the Mass we are able to do that.   

 Before finding Christ, the Magi undertook a long and difficult journey, 
which started in a foreign land and pagan culture.  This journey had different 
stages.  It began with their natural wisdom and science, and the study of the 
heavens.  Through creation, especially the firmament, which is the handiwork of 
God, they were able to recognize the hand of the Creator.  Creation is the universal 
beginning for mankind’s journey and discovery of God.  Through the wonder of 
this world, and particularly the “heavens,” man is filled with awe and reverence, 
and his spirit becomes attuned to God who gives him signs.   

 The ancients studied the heavens to gain information on what was 
transpiring on the earth.  That there is a connection between heaven and earth is 
undeniable: the times and seasons, weather and waves are governed by the 
movement of stars, sun, and planets.  The ancients also understood that human 
events were integrated into the order of the cosmos, part of a single symphony.  
Thus the wisdom of the Magi in the study of the heavens opened them to 
understand the meaning of man’s life on earth, and prepared them to recognize the 
signs by which God guided them to truth.  Recognizing that each star in the 
heavens reflected or represented in some way a soul on earth,1 the appearance of a 
new and unique star signaled the birth of a great king on earth.   

 Modern scholarship, which denies the very existence of the supernatural, or 
any spiritual meaning to human life, denigrates the story of the Magi, labels it 
fiction, denies any such star appearing or any such event ever taking place, as 
described in the Gospel of Matthew.  Yet like the ancient Magi, the modern “magi” 
also probe the heavens, with telescopes and spaceships that continue to reveal the 

                                                 
1 An idea often reflected in the poetry of the Bible, for instance, “I will make your descendents as numerous as the 
stars of heaven” (Gn 26:4).  Cf. Gn 15:5, Dn 12:3, Ps 147:3-5; Ps 33:5-6, Is 40:26, Is 14:12, Rv 1:20 
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awe and mystery of creation.  But they never find God.  Ironically, those who 
would denigrate simple biblical faith in the natural world end up embracing an 
outrageous and utterly irrational faith in non-existent alien intelligence, life, and 
civilizations somewhere “out there.”  The arrogant false magi of the modern world 
will search in vain for their aliens; they will never find anything more than 
immense cold space, dead rocks, and meaningless noise on their instruments.  
Unlike the ancient Magi, who undertook the study of the heavens with faith and 
humility, open to the One who made these things, and who recognize the earth as 
the central miracle of the universe, modern magi conclude the earth is 
insignificant, that life is a chance happening, and that ultimate meaning is elusive.  
These skeptics join Herod and those who sought not to worship the Christ Child, 
but kill him.   

 But the first stage of the spiritual journey to God is His creation, through 
which He reveals Himself in His majesty, and guides man to the truth if only he is 
humble and attentive.  In modern civilization the lights of cities drown out the light 
of stars at night.  It is important from time to time to experience the heavens at 
night far away from city lights, such as camping outdoors.  It is important to 
incorporate into one’s life time “with nature,” such as hiking, fishing, hunting, or 
gardening.  Even when one is already a Catholic, who has found Christ and 
worships him in the Eucharist, the spiritual journey must continue, so that worship 
of God might deepen.  The first stage of this journey is always the heavens and the 
earth themselves.   

 The second stage of the journey is the Scriptures, and specifically the holy 
Bible of the Jews.  The Magi arrive in Jerusalem and Herod summons the priests 
and scribes to explain the prophecies.  The Bible leads all mankind to Jesus Christ, 
to the child born at Bethlehem in the land of Judah, in the time of King Herod.  In 
this child one discovers him “through whom all things were made,” the Word who 
was with God in the beginning before time began, who now is born in time, “made 
flesh,” and living among us.   

 The Bible led the Magi to Bethlehem to Mary who holds Jesus in her arms.  
The Bible leads all true seekers today to the Church, who holds Jesus and presents 
him in the Eucharist.   

 During this upcoming year, let us deepen our own spiritual journey and 
rediscover “God with us” by contemplating His creation, and studying His 
Scripture.  And let us help our fellow man who is also on this journey, to find and 
worship the one who is born in Bethlehem, Jesus the savior.   

 


