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(Mt 22:1-14) 

 In the Parable of the Wedding Banquet Jesus tells how the Christian Church 
inherits the promises and blessings of the Old Testament.  As he predicts in the 
parable, apostles would travel the highways of the Roman Empire to invite all the 
Gentile nations into the Kingdom of God.  Pagan people discovered the rich 
wisdom of the Old Testament, and above all they discovered the gift of eternal life 
offered through Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God.   

 “Evangelization,” the preaching of the Gospel, is an invitation to participate 
and enjoy the blessings of God, even on earth.  The Kingdom of God is a heavenly 
reality, to be realized only after this life.  In the Kingdom of God there is no death, 
sin, evil, suffering, or pain.  But even on earth, God provides signs of the 
Kingdom, and a foretaste of its fullness through the Christian way of life.   

 In the 2000 years since the Gospel was first announced, countless people 
have been attracted to the rich blessings enjoyed by God’s people on earth, and 
sought to be part of it.  Christianity offers a way of life that is visibly different 
from all other cultures.  Continuing what God began with the Law of Moses, 
Christian civilization is superior and better than anything else to be found on earth.  
In Christian civilization there is peace and prosperity – blessing – to a high degree.   

 Christianity makes a huge difference, and truly makes the world “a better 
place.”  It allows man to live more fully even on earth, and prepares him for that 
eternal life that is to come in heaven.  Where Christianity is embraced and actually 
practiced – that is to say, where people truly take to heart the teachings and values 
of the Gospel and live them out individually and communally, life becomes better.  
People flourish in greater dignity 

 What are some of the distinct values that are embraced and practiced in 
Christianity, that distinguish a Christian culture from others?  What are some of the 
marks of Christian civilization?   

 1.  Peace, not war.  Most cultures and peoples throughout history have lived 
in a constant state of warfare.  The strength of a tribe is its ability to slaughter 
another tribe, a strong pagan civilization is one that conquers.  Christians have not 
been perfect (they still suffer the consequences of this sinful condition), but where 
Christianity has been truly practiced, peace has always been the goal and 
commitment.  St. Catherine of Siena worked tireless to achieve peace between the 
warring kingdoms of Italy.  St. Kateri Tekakwitha escaped the brutal violence of 
her tribe by finding refuge in a Jesuit Christian village founded to teach the Indians 
a different way of life and protect them from harm.   
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 2. Equality, not slavery.  Where Christianity is embraced, it is recognized 
that “all men are created equal.”  Slavery, a natural institution in all pagan 
civilizations, disappears, or must be forced out.  St. Patrick taught this to his 
former Celtic slave owners, and St. Peter Claver taught this to his supposedly 
Christian fellow citizens in the new world.  Christianity teaches and practices an 
equal justice, recognizes an equal dignity.  Christianity is “catholic.”   

 3. Pro-life.  A Christian society is built on the moral bedrock that human life 
is sacred, and that God alone has dominion over life, from beginning to end.  
While abortion and the abandonment of the terminally ill are common to all human 
cultures, a Christian civilization categorically rejects them.  The first-century 
“Didache” articulates this fundamental Christian way of life: “Thou shalt do no 
murder… thou shalt not procure abortion, nor commit infanticide” (Didache 2:2).  
St. Teresa of Calcutta gives witness to the beauty of Christian civilization against 
the paganism of east which leaves the terminally ill to die on the streets, and 
against the secularism of the west which promotes promiscuity and convenience 
above the life of the unborn.   

 4.  Monogamy not Polygamy.  A Christian civilization is built through the 
holiness and strength of life-long marriage between a man and woman for the 
purpose of raising children, “as it was in the beginning.”  All cultures (except 
Christian ones) embrace polygamy, fornication, homosexuality, and prostitution, 
even to the point of incorporating sexual immorality into religious ritual.  
Christianity emphasizes the dignity and role of women as the center of home life, 
and the role of the man as fundamentally serving his family in equal partnership.  
Christianity emphasizes chastity and honors virginity.  Where Christianity has been 
embraced and lived, civilization has flourished because of the strength and stability 
of its citizens, coming from strong and loving families.  St. Monica, St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton, the parents of St. Therese of Lisieux, and the amazing family of St. 
Bernard of Clairveaux are witnesses to this “secret core” of Christian civilization.    

 5. Healing of Poverty and Illness.  Christian civilization invented the 
modern hospital (St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Benedictine monasteries).  Care and 
healing of the sick is one of the great hallmarks of a Christian society, as is the care 
of the poor (St. Francis of Assisi, St. Vincent de Paul).   

 6.  Education.  To be Christian (as with the earlier Old Covenant), one must 
learn to read, write, and proclaim God’s Word.  Where Christianity is established, 
education follows.  Monasteries were centers of learning as well as prayer.  It was 
SS. Cyril and Methodius who brought literacy and letters to the Slavic peoples; it 
was French missionaries who gave the Vietnamese people their alphabet.  
Universities are Christian inventions.  Moreover, Christian education is universal, 
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as seen by countless religious orders dedicated to the education of children who 
were in particular danger of being neglected, including young women and girls (St. 
Angela Merici) as well as boys abandoned to the streets (St. John Bosco). 

 7. Priority of Sunday (formerly the Sabbath).  A Christian civilization is 
built around the worship of God.  Sunday is the high point of the work-week, and 
the church is the center of the community.  Economics, which flourishes in 
prosperity in Christian cultures, is nevertheless secondary to the family, and 
submissive to the religious liturgies, which have priority.  Only Christian 
civilizations work against the forces that turn man into a “cog in a machine.”   

 8.  Art and Beauty.  Finally, a great sign of the Kingdom of God on earth is 
the cultivation of art and beauty that manifests God’s truth and glory.  There is 
nothing comparable in all the world to the art, music, architecture, and literature.  
Even the great achievements of Greek and Roman societies were superseded in the 
art, architecture, science, and technology of the Christian high middle ages and 
Renaissance.  Western music grew out of the inspired harmonies of Christian 
Chant, and even today is embraced by peoples who come from far away.   

 There is a reason why the “West” became the shining beacon of civilization 
and progress to the world.  There is a reason why even today people from all over 
the world wish to “come to the feast” and enjoy the incredible benefits of these 
blessed nations with their economic prosperity, technological advancement, 
principles of justice, liberty, tolerance, and equality.   

 But not everyone appreciates the Christian origins.  Others have tried to 
establish similar “blessed” civilizations of prosperity and peace on non-Christian 
principles (Islamic societies, Communist societies, Nazi societies), with disastrous 
results.  Islamic “peace” is not like Christian peace.  Communist “equality” is not 
like Christian equality.  Likewise, many in the West today attempt to establish 
secular utopias without Christian principles.  Their “tolerance” is tyrannical of 
opposing viewpoints; their “freedom” requires censorship; their “acceptance of 
everyone” means rejection of Christ.   

 Only Christianity provides the “feast” in which man can flourish, because it 
is a banquet prepared by God, and not man.  All others are counterfeits.  Only the 
Christian way of life leads to these great things that we still enjoy.  We are at a 
cross-roads today in western civilization, because those very Christian principles 
which built it are being systematically rejected and replaced with secular ones.   

 The parable warns of this.  When the King comes to the banquet, he notices 
someone not wearing the proper wedding garment, and he is thrown out.  All are 
invited, and many arrive, good and bad, but not all are chosen.  In order to stay, 
one must have the wedding garment.  This wedding garment is the white robe of 
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Baptism.  In the end, the “feast” is a celebration of man’s union with God in Christ.  
In the end, we are not seeking to establish some utopia on earth.  All the goodness 
and blessings of the Kingdom of God on earth are signs of something more and 
even greater, which come only through faith in Christ.   

 If people do not recognize God through His blessings on earth, they will lose 
both God in the next life, and also those blessings on earth.  The wedding banquet 
was transferred to different guests before, God will not hesitate to do so again if 
the invitees are not worthy.  Many today enjoy the blessings of Christianity, while 
failing to live out the Baptismal covenant that alone leads to those blessings.  Many 
even work consciously to reject the Bridegroom whose celebration it is.  If this is 
what is taking place, we only have to read the parable to see what will happen to us 
next.   

 It is time for Christians to urgently re-appreciate our heritage, and re-commit 
ourselves to its preservation and promotion, because we are about to lose it and be 
cast out.  In our own nation in particular, this election is one more instance of that 
crucial process by which step-by-step, we either promote the Christian values upon 
which our nation was founded, or reject them in favor of a new secular order and 
its false promises of utopia.   

 


