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 In the presence of the “Herodians,” a political party, the Pharisees attempt to 
entrap Jesus, a religious Rabbi, with a political question about paying taxes.  Jesus 
refutes their efforts by proclaiming the distinction between God & Caesar, 
Religion & Politics, Church & State.  The malicious Pharisees of today continue to 
try entrap Christians with their false argument, every time they question a Catholic 
judicial or political figure about his religion.  Recently, one of these senators 
famously tried to disparage judge Amy Barrett by complaining how “the dogma 
lives loudly in you.”   

 Jesus provided the foundation for Western societies by drawing this 
distinction between two realms of social life.  It is this distinction which provides 
the basis of the United States itself.  The fervent practice of Christianity is not a 
threat to a nation’s well-being.  It is rather the secularists who would deny the role 
of God in society, and replace it with a single principle of authority, man, who are 
the threat.  It is their secular justices and non-practicing Catholic politicians, for 
instance, who impose abortion and same-sex marriage upon the rest of society, 
supplanting God’s law and rewriting nature.   

 Western society, including the United States, flourishes in peace and justice 
when the teaching of Jesus is upheld: two legitimate spheres of religion and 
politics, some things belonging to Caesar, but other important things belonging to 
God alone.  And Jesus provides the principle for determining what belongs to each 
realm, by using the example of the coin.  Since it bears the image of Caesar, money 
belongs to Caesar.  The corollary to this, of course, is that since man in his soul 
bears the image and likeness of God, he belongs fundamentally to God.   

 That which pertains to man’s soul, his spiritual well-being and eternal 
destiny, are the subject of religion.  That which pertains to the organization and 
management of his earthly life, are the subject of politics and economics.  Each are 
important, but eternity is greater than time, and the authority of God is higher than 
Caesar’s, which derives from Him.   

 The laws of man (Caesar) pertain to taxes and ordering the common good.  
But the laws of God pertain to man’s fundamental rights, which must be protected 
by civil authority, and which cannot be changed or taken away by civil authority.   

 The Declaration of Independence, and other founding documents of the 
United States Constitution (such as the Bill of Rights), understood and 
implemented this important teaching of Jesus:   
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 “We hold these truths to be self-evident: That all men are created equal; that 
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among 
these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; that, to secure these rights, 
governments are instituted among men.”  (Declaration of Independence) 

 To be “endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights” is to 
understand that some things belong to God and not Caesar.  And to proclaim that 
Caesar’s role is “to secure these rights” is to acknowledge that religion is higher 
than politics.  The Bill of Rights of the Constitution expands upon the Declaration 
of Independence and enumerates these rights, which include religious liberty, 
freedom of speech, and the right to defend oneself.  It is quite true to say, then, that 
the United States is established as “One nation under God…” (Pledge of 
allegiance), and that “In God We Trust” (National Motto).   

 This foundation is under attack.  And the form of the enemy is becoming 
clearer with each election cycle: it is socialism, the belief that government holds 
the highest authority and responsibility for directing all aspects of civil life, and 
that all rights ultimately derive from government.  Communism, which is explicitly 
atheistic, is the extreme form of socialism, but this contempt for religion is already 
apparent today in the platform and tactics of leftist politicians.   

 It is often argued that “Separation of Church & State” requires the 
elimination or suppression of religion in the public realm.  But this is not what 
Christ teaches, nor what the founding fathers of this country established.  Rather, 
the distinction (not separation) between the two realms is precisely so that God 
may be given His due without the interference of the State.  Such things as 1) 
allowing prayer and the use of school facilities for religious instruction (including 
the paying of religion teachers for each group); 2) allowing the public celebration 
of Christian festivals; 3) the appointment of chaplains to government activities; 4) 
protecting the sanctity of the Lord’s day from undue economic activity; 5) 
upholding in civil law the absolute secrecy of the confessional in all circumstances 
– these do not violate the principle of Church and State, but rather express the 
significance of that distinction to begin with.   

 How appropriate to hear this Gospel reading just a few short weeks before 
national elections, where the most important issue being decided, once again, is 
religious liberty.  Let us pray that citizens exercise their responsibility to vote and 
support those candidates who avoid corruption, uphold religious liberty and the 
right to life, and who truly serve and protect the common good.  May we give to 
Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and to God what belongs to God.   

 


