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 Advent is the season of preparation for the Coming of the Lord.  This 
“coming” has a three-fold dimension: past, present, and future.   

 The first Coming of the Lord took place in the past, roughly 2000 years ago.  
This is the birth of Jesus at Bethlehem.  This coming took place in the “fullness of 
time,” in fulfillment of a plan that unfolded across thousands of years and many 
generations, from the time of Adam and Noah to Abraham and Moses.   

  Even though it is a “past” historical event, this coming of God in the person 
of Jesus Christ is relevant to the whole world, because it is still through this first 
coming that mankind finds God, and finds salvation today.  Even for lifelong 
Catholics, we must still seek God’s coming this first way, in history.  It is the Bible 
which helps us recognize Jesus as “Emmanuel,” “God-with-us.”  Through the story 
of salvation history recorded especially in the Old Testament, all the Gentile 
nations of the whole world can recognize Jesus as the fulfillment of scripture, and 
come to faith in him.  It is through the Bible that we can discover this one birth to 
be different from all others.  No other birth was so clearly foretold, no other man’s 
life was so completely revealed and explained with such great detail before it 
happened.   

 The season of Advent always sends us back to this first coming, helping to 
prepare us for the celebration of Christmas, the historical Nativity of God in the 
world, whose birth begins the numbering of the years.  As we prepare to celebrate 
Christmas, we need to introduce others more fully to the biblical story of Jesus.   

 

 The second Coming of the Lord will take place in the future, when history 
will be brought to its completion.  At the end of time, Christ will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, vanquish his enemies including the devil, 
sin, and especially death, and fully establish the Kingdom of God in a new heaven 
and earth.  Just as the first coming took place after many centuries of God’s 
providence at work in history, so the second coming will take place after many 
centuries in which God brings His work to its completion in the Church.  The book 
of Revelation reveals how the turmoils and upheavals caused by wars and other 
calamities are part of the great struggle between good and evil that takes place now 
that Christ the Lamb has risen and now that the Church continues in his name and 
power.   

 The season of Advent focuses us on the second coming, especially this 
Sunday when the Gospel urges us to watch and be vigilant.  If study of scripture is 
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essential to recognize the first coming, prayer is essential for the second.  “Thy 
Kingdom Come!”  Prayer expresses and fosters longing for the Lord.   

 Christians therefore live in hope of this second coming, recognizing in the 
upheavals of the world the signs of Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection.  Coming 
to faith through the first coming, we live in hope by means of the second coming.   

 Though our religion focuses us on the past and the future, we do not live in 
the past or the future but in the present.  Christ who was crucified and died is risen.  
Christ who will return dwells now with his Church in the sacraments and liturgy.  
Beginning with faith in the Incarnation that already took place, and by the hope of 
the eternal life to come, we live here and now in the full participation of these 
mysteries.  The resurrection of Jesus brings past and future into the present.  The 
celebration of sacraments in the church is the encounter with the risen Lord.  God 
comes to us today, here, now.   

 

 The sacrament of the Eucharist, celebrated within the Liturgy of the Mass, is 
the third coming of Christ, which unites the other two.  It is where faith and hope 
become love, the union of God and man.   

 We must therefore seek the Lord and look for his coming every time we 
receive Holy Communion.  God is coming, and God comes to us.  But on our part 
we must be ready to receive Him.  Advent is the season to re-orient our lives, so 
that we are “facing the right direction,” not distracted, side-tracked, or looking in 
the wrong place, but clearly focused and intently watching.   

 Let us therefore pray and keep constant vigil, be filled with longing and 
expectation, and look for the coming of the Lord.   

 


