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Solemnity of All Saints 

(Rv 7:2-14) 

 In the Book of Revelation, St. John the Apostle records visions he received 
from God to encourage the Church suffering trials and persecution on earth.  These 
visions reveal God’s purpose in allowing suffering to bring the Church to her 
perfection, and they focus especially on heaven.   

 In the visions of chapter 7, our first reading, St. John sees the saints gathered 
around God’s throne.  The saints are comprised of two groups.  First is the 
“144,000,” who represent the redeemed of Israel, the “saints” of the Old 
Testament.  These come from the twelve tribes of Israel, and the symbolism of the 
numbers which are perfect and equal and symmetrical (12 x 12 x 1000) indicate 
that God’s purpose in the Old Covenant has already been brought to a perfect and 
glorious completion.  This group of saints is structured, they form that edifice 
which is the holy and perfect new city of Jerusalem (cf. Rv 21).   

 Contrasted with this is the second group of saints, a “vast multitude from 
every nation, race, people, and tongue.”  These wear “white robes” and hold palm 
branches.  This group, of course, represents the holy ones of the New Testament, 
the saints of the Church.  They do not come from the twelve tribes of Israel, but 
from all the Gentile nations of the earth.   

 They wear “white robes,” which signifies Baptism.  In Baptism we are 
“clothed with Christ,” who fills our soul with the grace of the Holy Spirit that 
dispels Original Sin and makes us children and temples of God.  The grace of 
baptism is signified in the ritual by the white garment in which the baby or adult is 
clothed.  Baptism is necessary for salvation.  In order to go to heaven, one must be 
clothed in the grace of Christ.  A few Sunday’s ago, Jesus reiterated this truth in 
the parable of the wedding banquet (Mt 22:1-14).  Though all were invited, when 
the host discovered a guest without the appropriate “wedding garment,” he was 
cast out.   

 One of the elders in heaven gives St. John further information about the 
white robes: they are washed and “made white in the Blood of the Lamb” (Rv 
7:14).  What does it mean that the garment is washed in blood?  Surely baptism is a 
washing with water?  But it is an important theme in the writings of St. John that 
we are washed in both water and blood (cf. 1 Jn 5:6).  Baptism first cleanses the 
soul, but the new garment must be kept “white,” “immaculate,” free of all stain of 
sin, by the blood of Christ shed on the Cross.  Christians continue to struggle with 
sin after Baptism, and are in constant need of purification, mercy, and forgiveness.  
Christians must regularly confess their sins, do penance, and amend their lives.  
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They must continually avail themselves of the Divine Mercy flowing from the 
heart of Christ, i.e., the Blood of the Lamb, and be pure in his sight.   

 Tt is not simply the case that the Blood of Christ is poured “over us,” or 
“upon us.”  Christ’s grace doesn’t simply “cover” our sins as Luther taught.  The 
soul must be washed and imbued through and through with sharing in the Blood of 
Christ; it must share in his suffering on the Cross.  In order to be purified of sin, a 
Christian must take up his cross and follow in the way of Christ.   

 This helps us understand why God permits suffering and trials, and why so 
many of the visions in the Book of Revelation describe scourges and 
chastisements.  For the damned these are punishments leading to eternal death, but 
for the elect they are purification leading to glory.  For the elect, trials and 
sufferings do not destroy and overcome, they never harm the saints; they make 
them holy.   

 Not only do we need a white garment to enter heaven, i.e. the grace of 
Baptism, we also need to be free of sin in order to enter heaven.  “Nothing impure 
can enter” (Rv 21:27).  God’s forgiving grace, the Blood shed on the Cross in 
payment for sin, does not merely cover sin, it washes it away.   

 Following death there is a final purification of venial sins “in the blood of 
the Lamb” which takes place for the faithful, known as Purgatory.  But God wishes 
for that purification to take place as much as possible in this life, before death.  It is 
for this reason we are subjected to trials and tribulations.  In the Gospel reading 
(Mt 5:1-12), Jesus says it is blessed to be poor, suffering loss, hungry for justice, 
and persecuted for the faith.  These conditions lead to heaven.  They purify us of 
the world and prepare us for eternity.   

 Above all, those who suffer martyrdom are fully “washed in the Blood of the 
Lamb.”  In the early Church many Christians suffered death for their faith.  
Martyrdom is a full participation in the Blood of Christ, and leads directly to 
heaven.  This is the significance of the Palm Branches in the vision.  But even for 
those who do not die for the faith, there is opportunity to suffer for the faith, and 
die in heroic testimony to Christ.  By taking up our Cross, bravely enduring 
suffering, humbly accepting trials and tribulations for the purification of our soul, 
we are prepared for heaven, formed into saints.   

 Unlike the first group of saints, whose number is perfectly fulfilled in the 
vision, since the Old Testament has come to its end, the number of the second 
group “cannot be counted.”  This is not simply because it is a large number, but 
because it is not yet complete.  Heaven is still being built.  God is still completing 
the full number of those who will join the structure begun with the 144,000.   God 
is looking for you and me to complete that number.   
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 As we celebrate all the Saints and listen to the vision of St. John, let us 
continue our path in this world following the great heroes who have gone before 
us, taking up our Cross and persevering through all trials.  Having received the 
white robe in Baptism, let us now continually keep it white and pure in the Blood 
of the Lamb.   

 


