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(Mt 25:1-13) 

 When we receive news of a hurricane in the Gulf that may be heading in our 
direction, immediately we begin to prepare.  And among the list of important 
preparations is to make sure the car has a full tank of gas.  We know how 
important it is to take care of this well in advance, because on the day of the 
hurricane it will be too late: everything will be closed and the pumps will be 
empty.   

 In the Gospel Jesus tells a parable about similar preparedness.  The great 
event is an impending wedding, and the preparation is having enough oil for the 
lamps.   

 In the Jewish wedding customs of his day, the bride and groom are away 
from each other from the time of betrothal.  The groom returns to his father’s estate 
in order to prepares his new home with the help of family and friends.  Likewise, 
the bride is busy making all the preparations for moving into the new home 
assisted by her bridesmaids, and funded by the dowry left by the groom before his 
departure.  Once the house is prepared, the groom will return to take her away.  
She does not know the day or the hour.  The “friend of the groom” (i.e. best man) 
is her only source of information, and he will help ensure that she is ready when 
the time draws near.  But even he does not know exactly, it is the groom’s father 
who will determine the moment.   

 The anticipation of the groom’s arrival builds great excitement, and is an 
occasion of great joy when the bride and her entourage are finally escorted out of 
her old home to the new.  The groom will always try to make it a surprise, and the 
middle of the night is typically a good time to show up.  Conversely, the bride will 
try to “outdo” the groom in surprise by being completely ready to go.  It is 
therefore very important to be prepared and always have enough oil for the lamps, 
no matter how long or short the wait might be.   

 In this parable Jesus is speaking about his relationship with the Church.  
Though he has returned to his Father in order to build the dwelling place for his 
bride in heaven, the bride must be occupied with preparation on earth.  The Church 
on earth has been endowed by Christ with the riches of heavenly grace, and these 
must be translated into the adornment which the faithful will bring to heaven.  The 
coming of Christ into the world was therefore for the purpose of betrothal to the 
Church, and this marriage covenant was sealed in blood on the Cross.  How sad it 
would be, if on his return the disciples (bridesmaids) were not ready!   
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 By giving the example of the lamp and oil, Jesus is repeating a consistent 
theme of his parables.  The lamp (like the “wedding garment”) represents Baptism.  
The oil represents the life of grace and good works by which baptismal faith is 
increased and put into practice.  As is so often stressed in his teaching, Baptism is 
necessary for salvation, but Baptism alone is not enough.  There must be good 
works also, “oil” which nourishes the lamp.  The oil includes works of mercy, as 
well as the life of prayer, and an ongoing life of sacramental grace.  We can 
recognize it as a symbol of Confirmation, by which baptismal faith is stirred up 
and enlivened, infused with Gifts of the Holy Spirit, and put into practice through a 
life of missionary discipleship.  The oil is acquired in the marketplace, i.e., the 
world.  Those are ready to go with the Lord who not only have the Light of Christ 
in them, but whose life has radiated that light to others.  The baptized whose light 
has gone out, will not enter the Kingdom of God: “I do not know you” (Mt 25:12).   

 Jesus says the bridesmaids “fall asleep” at the end of day when they have 
grown tired (Mt 25:5).  This is an image of death.  Whatever we will need for the 
Lord’s coming must be completed before we die.  Sometime in the middle of 
death, the trumpet of the Lord will sound and we will rise.  If we died in the grace 
of Christ (lamp + oil), we will rise in the Light of Christ to eternal glory.  If we 
died without sanctifying grace in the soul, even though we were baptized (lamp 
only), we will rise only to darkness, and will not be able to enter the wedding 
banquet.  Moreover, it will no longer be possible to go to the “marketplace” again 
and acquire oil.   

 Christian life must be one of joy and excitement.  It is an ongoing time of 
preparation and hard work, together with fellow disciples.  We have been endowed 
by Christ in our baptismal betrothal with all the riches of heaven.  These must be 
put to work to produce lives that are worthy of the Father’s house, that will adorn 
and glorify His throne.   

 Let us not lose any opportunity in this world to do good, and thus increase 
our purchase of oil.  And let us keep a strong and constant habit of prayer, 
watching vigilantly, so that we will not be taken by surprise when the Lord comes, 
but will be ready to say to Him at any hour, “here I am, I am ready to go with you.”   

 


