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 In the Parable of the Talents Jesus uses the example of financial & business 
investment to illustrate the spiritual richness of Christian life.  Just as a shrewd 
businessman knows how to spend, trade, and invest his money in order to make 
more money, so the disciple must spend the rich graces of God received in 
Baptism, investing them in other people, in order to increase love and goodness.   

 God is the original “investor” who sets the pattern for His children to follow.  
In the creation of man (and angels), God invests Himself.  Each spiritual creature is 
a reflection of His glory, and lives with a share of His own life: “God breathed into 
man His own Spirit, and man became a living being” (cf Gn 2:7).  In Baptism, this 
investment of creation rises to a new level, because here the Father invests His own 
beloved Son in His new child.   

 Creation is a great venture by God, not without risk, but done for the sake of 
even greater return.  Though God is perfect and complete in Himself, nevertheless 
Love is so strong and fruitful that God wanted “more.”  In building up a heaven of 
souls that shares in the communion of His Trinitarian love, God rejoices in the 
profit of His self-investment.   

 Each creature is endowed by God not only with being, but with grace, which 
is a sharing in God’s own personal richness, His life.  And by using this grace, the 
creature imitates God, by increasing in the overflowing nature of love.  St. Teresa 
of Calcutta expresses it like this: “our life is God’s gift to us; what we make of our 
life is our gift to God.”   

 Thus Jesus speaks in the Parable of the owner giving each of his servants a 
share of treasure – so many talents of silver – tailored to capability of each 
individual.  Each disciple in Baptism and Confirmation receives this treasure of 
grace in the form of various Gifts of the Spirit.  Each Christian has within his soul 
God Himself.  Now it is up to each Christian to utilize those graces for building up 
the Kingdom, increasing love and goodness throughout the world.  A Christian 
must love with the Love of God, and share with others God’s own Goodness.   

 In the sense of the parable, every interaction or encounter with another 
person must be viewed as a type of spiritual “financial transaction,” an opportunity 
to spend and invest, in order to bring about a return.  Every act of love and 
kindness, every work of mercy, every sacrifice and prayer, every preaching and 
sacrament, is an investment of the grace of God which builds up human life.  By 
doing so, love increases, and the disciple becomes a blessing to others.  
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Furthermore, the more these graces are put to use, the more the capacity for love 
and good increases (“to him who has, more will be given”).   

 It is a recurring theme in the teachings of Jesus (seen for instance in the lamp 
and oil of last week’s parable), that Baptism is necessary for salvation, but Baptism 
without good works is insufficient.  Again in this parable, Jesus says it is 
insufficient for the servant to return to God the original talent without any increase.  
God expects us to live the Christian life of Baptism, and this means multiplying 
and increasing grace.   

 There are many things which can prevent Baptismal grace from increasing, 
first of which is sin or worldliness.  When the wicked servant buries his talent in 
the dirt, this indicates the loss of grace.  This man “invests” his baptismal grace in 
the world of sin, dishonoring it by covering it with dirt when it is meant to be 
traded in the open for the benefit of others.  Jesus says the wicked servant is lazy.  
Spiritual laziness or sloth is a lack of love, a surrender and accommodation to the 
desires of the flesh.  Knowing that the master is demanding, he simply avoids the 
difficulty of spiritual work and lives selfishly.   

 Other dangers are pride and envy.  We are tempted to compare ourselves to 
others and make judgments regarding their talents compared to ours.  Through 
envy we feel we have less than we should in comparison with others; through pride 
we think we have more.  An important part of this parable is the mystery by which 
God gives His grace to each soul.  Each person is distinct in his gifts, because God 
tailors grace to the capability of each soul, and He alone knows that measure.   

 In truth no one knows whether they are the five, the two, or the one.  Only 
when the “investing” begins do we begin to discover what God has actually 
entrusted.  Did Simon Peter have any idea that he would be the Rock upon which 
the Church was built, when he set out to follow Jesus as a fisherman of Galilee?  
Did the diminutive Albanian sister Teresa have any idea what work she would 
ultimately achieve for the Church, the world, and the Kingdom of God, when she 
set out to be a school teacher in Calcutta?  Did her namesake Therese of Lisieux 
have any idea she would become the heavenly co-patronness of the Church’s 
missions when she set out to become a Carmelite at the age of 15 and did nothing 
more than try to be charitable in little things?  The saints in heaven now take up 
“greater responsibilities” entrusted to them, because they were faithful and diligent 
in the smaller tasks of earthly life.  They have their master’s good pleasure.   

 We should not therefore worry how much or how little we have, but only 
look for the opportunity to do the good we can in any given circumstance.  And 
those opportunities come in each encounter with our neighbor, starting at home.   

 


