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(Gn 3:9-15; Eph 1:1-12; Lk 1:26-38) 

 Today we celebrate something about Mary which was not known during her 
lifetime.  It is a mystery of faith which only began to be appreciated after the death 
and resurrection of Jesus, when it was realized how Jesus is the “new Adam.”   

 Jesus began a new human race, free from sin and death, which he had 
conquered by his Resurrection.  We are born into that new human family on the 
day of Baptism when we are freed from sin and made “immaculate.”   

 But if Christ is the new Adam, then there must also be a new Eve, and this is 
what the Church realized about Mary: she is the one who with Christ, forms the 
Church.  Mary represents the Church, she is its image and icon, she is the new 
“Mother of the Living.”  And if the Church is, according to St. Paul (Eph 5:27), 
“holy and immaculate,” washed clean in the Blood of the Lamb, then Mary is first 
of all Holy and Immaculate in her being as the New Eve, or as the Angel Gabriel 
declared, “full-of-grace” (Lk 1:28).   

 What happens to us on the day of Baptism took place with the New Eve at 
the moment of her conception.  What Christ is achieving in our lives and even 
through our death and purgatory, by means of his Cross and Redemption, was 
accomplished fully for Mary from the first moment of her existence.  Whereas the 
first Eve succumbed to evil and sin, and was poisoned by the devil, the New Eve 
has a total “enmity” with the devil, sin, and death (Gn 3:15).   

 This feast day is important, because Mary is now our model and our goal.  
There is another significant scripture passage in the second reading, also from the 
letter the Ephesians: “God chose us in Christ, before the foundation of the world, 
to be holy and without blemish before him” (Eph 1:4).  “Without blemish” means 
“immaculate.”  It has been God’s plan from the beginning to make each of us 
immaculate and full-of-grace through Christ.  This is accomplished initially in 
Baptism, and on the last day it will be achieved fully and permanently.  But today 
we acknowledge and proclaim with great joy and festivity, that God chose Mary in 
Christ, before the foundation of the world, to be holy and immaculate in His sight 
already from the first moment of her Conception, and to the last earthly moment of 
her Assumption.   

 


