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 Even though it may be a little painful for the congregation, I look forward 
each year to the Gospel of the Christmas Vigil, which lists the genealogy of Jesus, 
those 42 important ancestors spanning the 2000 years from Abraham to Joseph.   

 It is important, at least in one liturgy of the year, for the Church to hear 
publicly proclaimed one of the genealogical lists of the Bible, of which there are 
many.  The books of Genesis, Numbers, Joshua, and Ezra are among those that are 
replete with lists of names, most of whom we know nothing about.   

 It is a curious thing that the most important “book” in the world, written by 
God Himself through His human instruments, would contain page after page of 
these genealogical tables.  Why would this be so important to have in the Bible?  It 
is significant also that the New Testament, in the Gospel of Matthew, begins the 
story of Jesus in exactly this way: “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the 
son of David, the son of Abraham” (Mt 1:1).   

 Genealogies are important to God.  They are the story of families, and the 
story of how God fulfills His plan of salvation through families, by transmitting 
His covenant blessing from generation to generation.  What God accomplished in 
Christ He began through Abraham, and brought to fulfillment in an unbroken chain 
of human lives spanning many times (2000 years), many places (Ur, Canaan, 
Egypt, Israel, Babylon), and many great events (wars, famines, plagues, 
emigrations, shifting empires, and changing fortunes).  There were many twists 
and turns, and unexpected “kinks” in this chain, revealed particularly through the 
stories of certain women: 
 Tamar the mother of Perez and Zerah was a disguised prostitute. 
 Rahab the mother of Boaz was a harlot facilitated the conquest of Jericho 
 Ruth the mother of Obed was a foreigner, a Moabitess convert. 
 Bathsheba the mother of Solomon was an adulteress. 

 The genealogy includes a line of great Patriarchs, a royal line of Kings, and 
local peasants such as Jacob and Joseph who nevertheless carried royal blood and 
Divine blessing in their veins.  The final twist and turning point in this long list of 
names is of course the betrothal of Mary and mysterious conception of Jesus, in the 
midst of the Roman occupation and census, which required Joseph to return to 
Bethlehem, so that the baby Jesus could be born in the one place prophesied by the 
Scriptures.   

 The genealogy, then, is the vehicle for articulating God’s historical plan of 
salvation.  History passes not through books and documents, but through people.  
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And while most of the names may not have any significance for us, each of them is 
thoroughly well-known, conscientiously fore-ordained, and absolutely essential to 
God.   
 

 Now we gather in the year of our Lord 2020, to celebrate and remember that 
long-awaited birth.  And we do so with our families.  2000 years later, we continue 
to fulfill our part in the plan, which did not end with the birth of Jesus Christ in 
Bethlehem, but continues now to its fulfillment when he will “come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead.”  Now ours are among the names to be written in 
that final book (cf. Rv 5:1) which documents the total victory of God’s Son over 
sin, death, and evil.   

 It is important to celebrate Christmas with our families, so that we might 
remember and appreciate what it is that binds us together across the generations: 
our faith and sharing in the covenant blessing of God.  In order to know who we 
are and what our purpose is in this world, we must know where we came from, and 
where it is our future generations must press on to.  We are part of a great 
Tradition, a living out and handing on of something precious which has been 
received from God and not the world.  On a merely worldly level, we inherit and 
pass on our genetic code, personality, and human characteristics.  On the 
supernatural level, we inherit and pass on the grace of Christ, God’s own Son, and 
the gift of salvation.   

 He who is “eternally begotten of the Father” in the bosom of the divinity, 
was born in time in Bethlehem (we mark our time from this birth).  And He is now 
begotten in each of us through the rebirth of Baptism.  We carry him in our lives, 
and hand this divine faith on to the upcoming generations.  It is so important that 
we understand the significance of this identity and live it faithfully in all times and 
places, through all changes and upheavals that continue to come upon the world.  
Nor should we be surprised or dismayed to experience unexpected “kinks” in our 
own family stories, including those brought about by sin.  God continues to work 
and accomplish His purpose, so long as faith endures.  Each generation brings new 
hope, even as each generation experiences new challenges.   

 I wish you all a very blessed Christmas!  Let us appreciate the importance of 
this great genealogical story of God’s family, and celebrate faithfully our own 
particular incorporation into that great list of names.   

 


