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(Lk 2:22-40) 

 On the Sunday during Christmas the Church celebrates the Feast of the Holy 
Family, because it was through the family that God accomplished his plan of 
salvation.   

 Every child who is born, especially the firstborn, is a source of joy to parents 
but also concern.  Parents wonder what lies ahead, and will they be up to the task?  
This was especially true of Jesus, who already at his birth was being spoken of by 
angels, shepherds, prophets, even foreign ambassadors.  Mary and Joseph 
wondered at what it meant for them.   

 The old man Simeon was one such individual who seemed to know things 
about the child Jesus, even though he had barely been born.  Filled with the Holy 
Spirit, he proclaimed how Jesus would be a sign of contradiction, exposing hearts.  
He also told Mary how her heart would be pierced by a sword because of him.   

 Because each new person serves a purpose for God beyond what the parents 
can fully anticipate, God gave the Law of Moses to guide parents in the proper way 
to raise and educate their children in His name, preparing them for their religious 
vocations.  Mary and Joseph are fulfilling some of these precepts of the Mosaic 
Law when on the 40th day of the birth of their firstborn, they bring him to the 
Temple in Jerusalem to offer a redemptive sacrifice.   

 The Law of Moses teaches the new parents that their child belongs above all 
to God, not them, and it will be their duty to raise him in the covenant of faith.  As 
long as they follow the law which God has set forth, and raise the child according 
to this law, they can be confident that they will not fail as parents.   

 The same principle continues in the Church, when parents bring their 
newborn to the church for Baptism.  During the ceremony, the child is consecrated 
to God, and parents make the pledge to raise the child in the faith, assisted by the 
godparents.  As long as they follow the teachings of the Gospel and live according 
to the faith of the Church, they will not fail in their duty as Christian parents.   

 The Holy Family went to live in Nazareth where Jesus was raised in the Law 
of Moses.  According to the Gospel, “the child grew and became strong, filled with 
wisdom; and the [grace] of God was upon him” (Lk 2:40).  These three qualities – 
strength, wisdom, and grace – are the ones all parents should focus on when raising 
their children, as these fulfill their duty according to God’s law.   

 “Strength” is not merely physical strength and health, which parents focus 
on by helping their children eat well, exercise, and get good medical care when ill.  
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It is above all referring to their character.  Everyone has insecurities, weaknesses, 
vulnerabilities, and blind-spots.  Parents are the first to recognize these in each of 
their children.  With love, patience, encouragement, and practical guidance, they 
help their children to be strong in the sense of self-confident and self-possessed, 
filled with courage, resolve, honesty, and conviction, unafraid to be themselves.  
This is the strength that comes from humility and trust in the gifts of God, which 
more than compensate for human inadequacy.   

 Likewise, “Wisdom” is more than the education which children receive in 
the schools.  Academic knowledge and the pursuit of intelligence (reading, writing, 
math, history, science, etc.) are an important foundation for wisdom, and parents 
must personally supervise their children’s progress in learning.  Schools help 
accomplish that task for parents, though some parents can do a much better job 
themselves through homeschooling.  In addition, the training in vocational skills is 
an essential part of a child’s complete education.  Children must discover their 
talents and interests, and pursue creative arts with discipline and dedication (sports, 
music, mechanics, painting & drawing, agriculture, horticulture, etc.).  Like Joseph 
and Mary did for Jesus, parents must introduce their children to the skills they 
themselves have acquired – particularly household skills – so that children will be 
able to do for themselves and for others one day, engage in a trade, and be 
prepared to provide for their future families.   

 Wisdom includes these two dimensions of education, but it is still more.  It 
is the knowledge of the “big picture,” completed by the knowledge of religion that 
comes directly from God.  This is “life knowledge,” the moral and spiritual 
training of children.  Parents must help their children to distinguish right from 
wrong, truth from error, the essential and the important from the optional and 
irrelevant.  Children need to learn how to act in difficult situations; make decisions 
based on reason and principle, not feeling and whim; how to balance trust with 
prudence; and how to remain magnanimous and merciful when encountering 
failure in themselves and others.  Wisdom begins with Fear of the Lord and 
religious practice; wisdom means acquiring the mind of Christ, and being able to 
discern as he did.  No amount of schooling outside the home can replace the 
essential task of parents having regular family conversations with their children in 
which these kinds of spiritual and moral lessons are learned.  The Church provides 
a weekly lesson in this Wisdom through the Sunday Gospel, a lesson that should be 
read, discussed, and applied in a family setting under the guidance of parents.   

 Finally, children must live always in God’s “Grace” (favor).  This refers to 
the sanctifying grace which established them as children of God in baptism, and 
which can be lost only through serious and deliberate (“mortal”) sin.  Parents must 
help their children identify and avoid mortal sin, and strenuously confront venial 
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sin in their lives.  They must learn how to live as children of God, and what this 
demands from them with regard to Him and our neighbor.  This requires the 
practice of humble confession and forgiveness with penance (consequences), 
starting at home, and culminating in regular sacramental confession at church.  
This requires also the faithful and regular reception of the sacrament of the 
Eucharist, “Holy Communion.”    

 “He grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was 
upon him.”  May this be true of every child in our parish.   

 


