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(Mt 5:17-37) 

 In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus teaches Christian holiness by commenting 
on the obligations of the commandments.  He stresses that Christian holiness must 
surpass that of the scribes and Pharisees, who focus on exterior conformity to the 
Law.  Jesus teaches that holiness is in the heart, and that all exterior obedience to 
the commandments must flow from a heart that is pure and just.   

 Since we are focusing on parish stewardship this month, I would like to 
focus on one line from the Sermon on the Mount, where Jesus speaks of bringing a 
gift to the altar.  He stresses that in order to worthily bring your gift to the altar for 
worship, your heart must be right: you must be reconciled with God and man.   

 In every Sunday Mass there is an important ritual where we do exactly this: 
we “bring our gift to the altar.”  It is called the Offertory.  The ushers proceed 
through the entire church with the collection baskets, and everyone offers their gift.  
These are then collected into one basket in the back of the church, and brought up 
in solemn procession to the altar, led by the Cross, together with the bread and 
wine.  It’s an important part of the Mass, and what it means to “worship” God. 

 What is worship?  How do we worship?  Most people would answer that we 
worship through prayer, praise, and singing in a spirited way.  For most people, a 
“worship service” is like a Christian music concert with biblically based 
inspirational talks – something of a feel-good religious pep rally.   

 That is not worship.  While prayer and praise accompany worship, the Bible 
always depicts worship as the offering of a sacrifice.  To worship, there must be an 
altar, a priest, and a gift.  The act of worship consists in the offering of the gift to 
God by sacrificing it upon the altar.   

 The Law of Moses taught worship by requiring that one tenth of one’s 
livelihood be sacrificed or offered to God; set apart from the world to be used in 
service of the Temple.  This sacrifice of the first-fruits was symbolic of one’s life.  
It honors God by proclaiming Him the true Lord and benefactor upon whom every 
creature is dependent for life and well-being.  Worship is the submission of one’s 
life and activity to God, through sacrifice.   

 In the New Testament, the sacrifice by which the Father is worshipped is 
that of Christ on the Cross.  There is still a priest, altar, and gift, but the priest and 
victim are Christ himself.  And by means of the sacramental ordained priesthood, 
which Christ instituted at the Last Supper when he also instituted the sacrifice of 
the new law, Christ provides the way for the entire Body of the Church to 
participate in his perfect priestly act of worship: do this in memory of me.   
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 Through the Mass, we worship God by joining our lives in the sacrifice of 
Christ by which the Father is perfectly worshipped.  And the offertory is an 
important ritual that expresses our participation.  Like the faithful of old, we too 
sacrifice the first-fruits of our labor in order to honor God the Creator and 
Provider, and acknowledge our dependence as His creatures and His servants.   

 The difference between the Old Law and the New Law is first of all in the 
sacrifice being offered: Christ’s offering perfects and fulfills all previous offerings.  
Because of this, the tithe (and other statutes of the Law of Moses) are no longer 
external legal precepts for us.  I.E., the Catholic Church (unlike the Mormons, for 
instance) does not require you to submit your tax returns to the parish finance 
committee so that you are issued an invoice for the 10% you owe the Church.   

 Instead, as Jesus teaches in the Sermon on the Mount, all external fulfillment 
of the Law must be rooted in a heart that is holy and just.  It is a precept of the 
Church (a sacred moral obligation on pain of sin) to provide adequately for the 
material needs of the church according to one’s means, but the exact amount can 
only be determined by each household according to its particular circumstances.   

 The offertory is a very important part of the Mass, and that which you place 
in the collection basket is a very important gift.  It represents your livelihood, your 
dependence upon God, your thanksgiving to God, your faith and commitment to 
Him, your religious submission.  It is something that must be carefully prepared 
and decided at home, in advance of coming to Mass.   

 Jesus does not want his followers to bring their gift to the altar if their hearts 
are not fully right with God.  First of all, that means being reconciled.  Catholics 
know that they cannot fully participate in the Mass and receive Holy Communion 
if they are in sin.  They have to go to confession first.  But additionally, Catholics 
need to examine their conscience with regard to their gift: is it a worthy offering, 
that adequately expresses, exteriorly, what is in the heart?   

 Once the priest has received the gifts being brought by the people, he turns 
to the them and says, “Pray brethren that my sacrifice and yours may be 
acceptable to God the Father almighty.”  The people respond, “May the Lord 
accept the sacrifice at your hands, for the praise and glory of his name, for our 
good, the good of all His holy Church.”  Have we offered to God a worthy gift?   

 Thus we need to understand something very important with regard to the 
Offertory.  It is not a donation for the Church.  (In the parish accounting there is a 
line item for donations, and we certainly accept donations, but the Sunday 
collection is something different).  In the offertory, the parish is not saying, “we 
have all these expenses, can you help?”  The offertory is our fundamental moral 
and religious obligation.  As creatures we have the duty to worship the Creator, 
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and we must do this by symbolically sacrificing to Him the best and first of what 
we earn.  The offertory is not what the parish needs to carry out its work, it is what 
the worshipper needs in order to worship.  It must be carefully planned, at home, 
long before coming to Mass on Sunday, in prayer and even consultation with the 
whole family.   

 Thus we also need to understand that the 10% amount specified in the Law 
of Moses, while serving as a good guideline or starting point for our Christian tithe 
(it is still a worthy precept to keep), by itself does not say enough.  100% of what 
we earn should be returned to God, in one form or another, dedicated and 
consecrated to the Kingdom of God!  Household needs and expenses are also in 
service of God’s people, and parents do well to provide a beautiful and 
comfortable home in which to raise a Christian family.  Just like attending Mass in 
the first place, the offering of the gift is not simply done in order to fulfill some 
legal precept; it is done in order to live a true Christian spirituality.  It comes from 
a heart that is freely directed to God in love and service.   

 A final point regarding the offertory is that it should be seen as the offering 
of the household.  Just as all the gifts are ultimately combined and brought to the 
altar as a single offering from God’s parish family, so each household brings a 
single offering to church on Sunday as a family.  Here too, it is clear that the gift 
must be prepared before arriving at church.  Children who do not earn money still 
engage in work at school.  Likewise, housewives work harder than anyone in 
God’s service.  Every member of the family needs to appreciate their 
responsibilities, and understand that they are serving God.  The offering which is 
made on Sunday comes from the whole family, and represents everyone’s work 
and sacrifices during the past week or month.  It would be a good thing for each 
child to rotate turns in putting the gift into the basket.   

 Our offering must be worthy.  Jesus says, “when you bring your gift to the 
altar…” examine yourself.  In light of your gift, can you truly pray those words 
which the priest requests: “May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, for the 
praise and glory of His name”?  I have no doubt, that as long as our hearts are holy 
and just, generous and pure, as Jesus teaches in the Sermon on the Mount, our 
offertory gifts will be always adequate and more than adequate for the needs of the 
Church.   

 “When you bring your gift to the altar” of OLG parish, is it a sacrifice 
worthy of your family, your faith, your God?   

 


