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 Like the tithe of one’s income, the Law of Moses specified that the first-
fruits of one’s children – the firstborn son – be returned to God as His portion.  
This goes back to the time of the Exodus, when God took as His due the firstborn 
of the Egyptians, while sparing those of the Israelites due to the blood of the lamb.   

 In order to acknowledge this deliverance, the Law required parents to 
present their firstborn son in the Temple on the 40th day, and offer in exchange for 
his life an animal sacrifice: two pigeons or doves in the case of the poor (cf. Ex 
13:2,12; Lv 12:2-8).  The son is thus “redeemed,” and may return with his parents 
to be raised in their home.   

 In this way the Law of Moses helped to instruct God’s people on the sanctity 
of life, reminding them through the firstborn son, that all human life comes from 
God and belongs to Him, and all children are to be welcomed and celebrated as a 
gift and blessing from God.   

 In Christianity the Presentation sacrifice is now fulfilled and replaced by the 
Sacrament of Baptism, which acknowledges this truth not only for the firstborn 
son, but for each and every child (and adult).  In this sacrament, the parents (or 
godparents, especially in the case of adult baptisms), present the child to God in 
His temple, dedicating and consecrating his life for worship and holiness.  There is 
no longer an animal sacrifice, because Christ himself is the redemptive offering. 

 The Feast of the Presentation is an occasion to reflect on this dedication to 
God, that took place when we were infants.  Our life belongs to God, has been 
given to God, and like Jesus we have been given a special connection to the 
Temple.  Through Baptism we become the Temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 3:16).  
Whatever our calling in life, whether to the priesthood, religious life, or marriage, 
it must be colored by the fact of our consecration.   

 The Gospel presents the examples of Simeon and Anna, who lived their lives 
in the Temple, dedicated to prayer and worship.  In the case of Anna, a widow, she 
was in the Temple day and night, a biblical example of the consecrated religious 
life.  But even for those whose vocation is secular, serving God in the world, we 
come to Church constantly, to worship and be renewed in the sacraments.   

 When Jesus was brought into the Temple that day, Simeon recognized him 
as the true light of the Temple, a light of revelation to the Gentiles, and glory of 
Israel.  The Temple is the House of God, and it is illuminated by God’s own glory.  
The seven-branched candelabra before the Holy of Holies (Menorah) is a symbol 
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of this seven-fold heavenly light.  Simeon recognizes Jesus to be the light and 
glory of God.   

 Likewise, through the sacrament of Baptism, we receive this Light of Christ, 
the glory of God dwelling in our own soul, to make of us a living Temple.  Jesus 
commands us to let this light of God in us shine to the world (Mt 5:16).  The 
Christian Gospel reveals and challenges.  It exposes evil and sin, it brings lies to 
the truth, and is therefore a sign of contradiction.  Like Jesus, Christians must be a 
prophetic sign of contradiction, and like Mary, the Church must be prepared to 
suffer the sword of sorrow and persecution.   

 As we bless the candles today which are lit in the sanctuary at every Mass, 
let us remember Christ the true light, who is the glory of God present in our own 
Church, but who is also the light of God shining in our hearts, and let us bring him 
to others.  As our parents first dedicated us to God as infants in the holy Sacrament 
of Baptism, let us today renew our consecration to him, and be strengthened for 
our mission of service.   

 


