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(Ex 12:1-14; Jn 13:1-15) 

 This week, Jews celebrate Passover, and Christians celebrate Holy Week 
and Easter.  The two religious celebrations always go together, because Jesus was 
crucified on a Passover weekend.   

 The book of Exodus tells how the Passover started.  3500 years ago, the 
Israelites were subjected to slavery in Egypt.  God responded by visiting 10 great 
plagues on Egypt, culminating with a plague that took the life of every first-born in 
the land.   

 But the Israelites were protected from the plague.  They were hunkered 
down in their homes, eating a solemn meal of sacrificed lamb, herbs, bread, and 
wine.  The blood of the lamb was placed on the lintels of their doors, so signal their 
consecration to God.  As a result, the angel of death who was striking down many 
of the Egyptians – all their firstborn, “passed over” the houses of the Israelites, 
who were kept safe. 

 Each year, at the first full moon of spring, the Israelites celebrated the 
Passover to commemorate this first deliverance.  It was during the Passover 2000 
years ago that Jesus the Messiah celebrated his Last Supper with the apostles.  
Jesus was about the fulfill the meaning of the Passover through his own death and 
“passover” into Resurrection.  At the last supper, he changed the Passover of the 
Jews into the new Passover of the world’s salvation; into the Eucharist.  At the 
Last Supper, he himself became the Passover lamb, whose flesh and blood would 
save his people, the “Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.”  By 
making the Passover bread (literally) his flesh, and changing the Passover chalice 
of wine into his blood, he establishes the Passover of the New Covenant, the 
Messianic Passover, the Mass.  At the same time, he ordains the twelve apostles to 
be the ministers of this new covenant for the people.   

 

 As we celebrate the Last Supper tonight, I think of that first Passover 3500 
years ago when all the families were hunkered down in their homes while the 
plague passes by outside.  Perhaps the Lord is reminding us that we also live in a 
foreign land of sin, deserving of punishment, and need to be delivered by His 
power and sacrifice.   

 This is a time to appreciate again what the Mass really is, and how the Lord 
has delivered us from evil through his Passion and Cross.  May we soon reunite as 
God’s family, not merely in our own homes, but here in our parish home, to 
celebrate again the Holy Mass, the Lord’s new Passover.   


